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For the summer months, youth in the Diocese of Saint John have been
participating in Project YM, joining with dioceses across Canada and the United
States. Photo above (top row,l to r) leaders: Joel Mercer, Claudine Pohl, Meghan
Darling, Valerie MacFarlane. Bottom row (l tor ), participants: Joseph Mazerolle,
Samuel Charrois, Timothy Mazerolle, Matthew Way, Andrew Bachynsky, Luc
Gauet, Maddy Way, Felicity Law, Christina Kipping, and Veronica Law. Story
page 3. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

VATICAN CITY — The graphic (left) illustrates a campaign launched July 27,
2020, by the Vatican's Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life, inspired by Pope
Francis' invitation to reach out safely and creatively to the elderly. Story page 11.
(CNS graphic/courtesy Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life)

SAINT JOHN — Monisgnor Brian Henneberery, pastor of Holy Redeemer Parish in Saint John celebrates mass with pandemic
protocols in place. Attendance at weekend masses continues to grow as parishes throughout the Diocese of Saint John fine-tune
the pandemic protocols. Each parish has been required to form a Pandemic Protocol Committee to address the pandemic criteria
set out by the provincial health in order to ensure public safety while attending mass. Story page 3. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

MEDJUGORJE,  Bosnia- Herzegovina
— The International Youth Festival at
the Marian shrine in Medjugorje
received its first time ever  papal
message. Story page 12. (CNS photo/
Matko Biljak, Reuters)
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New FreemanThe
Safe Third Country Agreement
violates rights, says court
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Canada’s Federal Court has ruled the coun-
try’s Safe Third Country Agreement with the
United States violates the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms by sending refugees who ar-
rive at Canada’s land borders back to deten-
tion in the United States.

It is the second time a federal judge has
struck down the Canada-U.S. Safe Third
Country Agreement on constitutional grounds.

For Catholic refugee advocates, the ruling
is a victory, said Norbert Piché, Jesuit Refu-
gee Service country director for Canada.

“If we’re going to be saying that we are
Christians, that we believe in what Christ tells
us, then we have to believe in welcoming the
stranger,” Piché said. “The stranger is the
refugee claimant, the person who is fleeing
persecution. If we are truly, bona fide Chris-
tians we will stand up for these people.”

“We can continue being Canada — a fair
country and a country that protects refugees,”
said Loly Rico, co-director of the FCJ Refu-
gee Centre, a shelter sponsored by the Faith-
ful Companions of Jesus [FCJ].

The case brought in 2017 on behalf of three
women by the Canadian Council of Churches,
Amnesty International Canada and the Cana-
dian Council for Refugees was largely a re-
prise of a challenge the same parties brought
to court a decade earlier. In 2007 a federal
judge struck down the agreement on consti-
tutional grounds, only to have the decision
later overturned by an appeals court that ruled
the three organizations did not have standing
to argue on behalf of refugees before the court.
In the 2007 ruling against the Safe Third
Country Agreement, Justice Michael Phelan
found it is unreasonable to conclude that the
U.S. complies with its obligations under the
1951 United Nations Convention on Refugees
and the Convention against Torture.

In the July 22 ruling Justice Ann Marie
McDonald found “the evidence clearly dem-
onstrates that those returned to the U.S. by
Canadian officials are detained as a penalty.”
Both judges ruled that the Safe Third Coun-
try Agreement violates section seven of the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, which guar-
antees “life, liberty and security of the per-
son.”

Ms. McDonald gave the government six
months to either appeal her decision or exit
the agreement with the U.S.

“I think we can expect that it will be ap-
pealed,” Canadian Council of Churches gen-
eral secretary Peter Noteboom told The Catho-
lic Register.

Along with Amnesty International and the
Canadian Council for Refugees, Noteboom
urges the government not to appeal.

For nearly two decades Canada’s churches

have been fighting the Safe Third Country
Agreement, ever since it was first agreed in
2002 and entered into force in 2004. Fighting
for a fair and open welcome for refugees isn’t
something churches can back away from,
Mr. Noteboom said.

“It’s not something extra. It's not some sort
of marginal or external thing to churches and
faith communities in Canada. It’s part of how
they see themselves,” he said. “For decades
already, the whole initiative, the whole move-
ment of caring for refugees, of working with
refugees and immigrants coming to Canada
has been in the genetic code of faith commu-
nities and churches.”

Harvard law professor Deborah Anker
called the Canadian ruling “a very important
decision.”

“It’s a human rights judgment against the
United States for its asylum policy by a cred-
ible allied nation,” she told The Catholic Reg-
ister. “It’s tremendously significant. It will get
cited in litigation (in the U.S.) I’m sure and in
policy documents. … If there’s a (Joe) Biden
administration that takes office at the end of
January, it will make a difference that a Ca-
nadian court so held.”

While the case was before the court in
Canada, conditions in U.S. immigration de-
tention centres have gotten worse, said Ms.

(continued on page 3)

Ann Marie McDonald
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Diocesan youth stay connected with Project YM
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — For the summer months,
youth in the Diocese of Saint John have been
participating in Project YM, an America ini-
tiative partnered with Alpha Youth to help
connect young people and provide commu-
nity and faith formation during this time of
pandemic. Joining with dioceses across
Canada and the United States, these meet-
ings are fun, interactive, and designed to
prompt questions and discussion that youth
can continue in small groups.

Youth Minister Valerie MacFarlane of
Quispamsis knew she wanted to offer

Project YM from the moment she heard
about it.  “It’s been on my heart for a while
to have the youth go through an alpha pro-
gram,” Ms. MacFarlane said. “Sometimes
it’s a good jump start in their personal faith.
When I got the email that Project YM was
running a youth alpha online I thought it
was a good opportunity to jump on the boat
with them.”

In the first weeks of the program leaders
and participants logged in from their individual
homes. But as restrictions in the Diocese of
Saint John continued to be lifted, youth within
their own social bubble had the opportunity
to gather in person.

For young people, have a safe space to ask

questions about faith is important. “I think
the youth Alpha is good because it makes us
talk and answer questions we have not been
asked before,” Andrew Bachynsky of
Rothesay shared.

Samuel Charrois of Saint John appreciated
the community. “Best part, in my opinion, is
being able to discuss my faith with friends,”
he said. “Feels good.”

To learn more about Project YM visit https:/
/projectym.com/live/.

Natasha Mazerolle is the Saint John
Region correspondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at natasha@maz-
family.com. §

(continued from page 2)
 Anker, who was an expert witness in the case.

“Conditions in detention are dangerous now
because of COVID-19, more dangerous,” she
said.

Even if many of the issues and individual
cases at issue in the decision predate the
Trump administration, the ruling highlights the
deterioration of the U.S. refugee system in
the last three years, said lawyer Don Kerwin,
executive director of the Scalabrini Fathers’
Centre for Migrant Studies.

“The United States has an administration in
place right now that is doing its level best to
eviscerate the U.S. asylum system,” Mr.
Kerwin said. “It’s part of a broader effort to
decimate all U.S. refugee protection pro-
grams.”

Mr. Kerwin called the Canadian court’s judg-
ment on U.S. treatment of refugees “under-
standable” and “really lamentable.”

“What the Canadian court is pointing out is
how badly the United States now treats refu-
gees and asylum seekers, and how precipi-
tously it has fallen in terms of its response to
people in great need,” he said.§

Violates rights

Mass attendance rises as parishes fine-tune protocols
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

This is the third and final part in a series
on how parishes are adapting to the pandemic
protocols.

Nearly five months into the global pandemic,
pastors and volunteers at all parishes in the
Diocese of Saint John continue to fine-tune
their practices to create safe environments for

parishioners to attend mass. This effort has
helped communities bind together, and the fruit
has been an ever-increasing security for peo-
ple who wish to return to Eucharist.

Reflecting on the miracle of the loaves and
the first, Father David Martin, pastor of Holy
Spirit Parish (St. Rose of Lima, Saint John
and St. Matthew’s in Grand Bay-Westfield],
told parishioners that no one’s gifts are ever
wasted. “What does Jesus do with our loaves
and fish?” he asked. “It may not look like
much to wear mask, wash and sanitize, main-
tain social distance.  But God can take what
we offer, bless it, and magnify it.”

“Now is the time to re-focus. It is time to
get up out of our chairs, return to church and
deny ourselves so we can put God first,”
Father Philip Clement (Diocese of Portland*)
told parishioners at St. Timothy’s Church (St.
Croix Parish) on the island of Campobello this
weekend. “We need to start making mass
about God and not ourselves. We can allow
ourselves to be damaged or see it as an op-
portunity to rally for God.”

All across the diocese, signs of this rallying
are evident. Holy Redeemer Parish in Saint
John was among the first parishes to mobi-
lize its efforts to reach the faithful, with live-
streamed masses, outdoor confessions, and
a lottery system once the government granted
permission for mass attendance (to ensure as
many people as possible could attend mass in
a manner that was fair).

A large church, Holy Redeemer can now
accommodate more than 100 people with so-
cial distancing. Monsignor Brian Henneberry,
vicar general and pastor of Holy Redeemer
Parish, recalls how things have changed since
the beginning of the pandemic. “When eve-
rything was shut down on St. Patrick’s Day,

for one weekend I just celebrated mass in the
church alone,” he said. “By the next week
one of our staff members and our seminarian
(David Rioux) offered to film mass, edit it
and put it out on our webpage and Facebook
page and Twitter.” In those days Msgr.
Henneberry recalled there were 300-400 peo-
ple watching the YouTube mass. Now that
churches have reopened that number has de-
creased to around 140.

Mass attendance has also increased at St.
Rose Church (Holy Spirit Parish). “Knowing
that New Brunswick has done very well so
far, it’s made us feel a little bit more comfort-
able,” said Terry Levenshulme, a member of
the Pandemic Control Committee for Holy
Spirit Parish. “We’ve started going from num-
bers around 14 coming to mass, up to around
40-45.”

Now that churches are able to welcome as
many people as they can hold while maintain-
ing physical distance, Msgr. Henneberry said
the priority is, “to be as careful as we can,
and yet to try to be as normal as we can.”
This effort has paid off with parishioners,
particularly seniors, who formed a large por-
tion of the congregation at mass this past
Saturday. “They seem comfortable, they’ve
[the seniors attending] built up over time com-
ing,” Msgr. Henneberry said.

There are still some who are unable to at-
tend mass, particularly those in the vulner-
able category. “For those that don’t make it
to mass we welcome them back at any time
when they’re ready, but we always say your
health comes first,” Mr. Levenshulme said.

At Holy Redeemer, Msgr. Henneberry dis-
tributes Communion (after a short prayer serv-
ice) outside to anyone who wants to come

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Week of July 27
On not locking doors

In his book The Secret, Rene Fumoleau has a poem entitled Sins.
Mr. Fumoleau, who was a missionary priest with the Dene People in
Northern Canada, once asked a group of Elders to name what they
considered the worst sin of all. Their answer:

The ten Dene discussed together,
And after a while Radisca explained to me:

“We talked it over, and we all agree:
The worst sin people can make

   is to lock their door.”

Perhaps at the time this incident took place and in that particular
Dene village, you could still safely leave your door unlocked, but
that’s hardly sound advice for most of us who are safe only when we
have double locks and electronic security systems securing our doors.
Still these Dene Elders are right because at the end of the day, they’re
speaking of something deeper than a security bolt on our outside
door. What does it really mean to lock your door?

As we know, there are many kinds of doors we lock and unlock to
let others in and out. Jean-Paul Sartre, the famed French existential-
ist, once wrote: Hell is the other person. While this may feel very true
emotionally on a given day, it is the antithesis of any religious truth,
particularly Christian truth. In all the great religions of the world, in
the end being with others is heaven; ending up eternally alone is hell.

That’s a truth built into our very nature. As human persons we are
constitutively social; meaning we’re built in such a way that while
we’re always individual, private, and idiosyncratic at the same time
we’re always social, communitarian, and interdependent. We’re built
to be with others and there’s no ultimate meaning or fulfillment to be
found alone. Indeed, we need each other simply to survive and re-
main sane. Still more, we need each other for love and meaning be-
cause without these there’s no purpose to us. To end up alone is
death of the worst kind.

This needs to be highlighted today because both in society and in
our churches too many of us are locking a select number of our
doors in ways that are both destructive and genuinely unchristian.
What’s our issue?

Twenty years ago, Robert Putnam looked at the breakdown of
community within our culture and named it with a catchy phrase,
Bowling Alone.  For Putnam, our families, neighbourhoods, and wider

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’sBay View  Funeral Home

1461 Manawagonish Road, West Saint John, NB
506-634-7425           www.brenansfh.com

communities are breaking down because
of an excessive individualism within the
culture. More and more, we’re doing
things alone, walking within our own idi-
osyncratic rhythms rather than within
community rhythms. Few would dispute
this assessment.

However, what we’re struggling with
today goes further than the individualism Putnam so playfully names.
In the excessive individualism Putnam describes, we end up bowling
alone but mostly still inside the same bowling alley, separate from
each other but not locked out. Our problem goes deeper. Metaphori-
cally, we’re locking each other out of our common bowling alley.
What’s meant here?

Beyond an isolating individualism, we’re struggling today in our
families, communities, countries, and churches with a demon of a
different sort, that is, with doors locked in bitterness. Politically, in
many of our countries we’re now so polarized that the various sides
are unable to even have a respectful, civil conversation with each
other. The other is “hell”.  This is true too inside our families where
conversation at the Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner has to care-
fully avoid all references to what’s going on in the country and we
can only be at the same table with each other if we keep our political
views locked away.

Sadly, this is now mirrored in our churches where different visions
of theology, ecclesiology, and morality have led to a polarization of
such intensity that each theological and ecclesial group now stays
behind its own solidly locked door. There’s no openness to what’s
other and all real dialogue has been replaced by mutual demonization.
This lack of openness is ultimately what the Dene refer to as the
worst sin of all, our locked doors. Hell then really is the other person.
Sartre must be smiling.

It’s interesting how evil works.  The Gospels give us two separate
words for the evil one. Sometimes the evil one is called “the devil”
(Diabolos) and sometimes the evil one is called “satan” (Satanas).
Both describe the evil power that works against God, goodness, and
love within a community. The “Devil” works by dividing us, one
from another, breaking down community through jealousy, pride, and
false freedom; whereas “Satan” works in the reverse way. Satan unites
us in sick ways so as to have us, as groups, demonize each other,
carry out crucifixions, and cling to each other feverishly through sick
kinds of hysteria and ideologies that make for scapegoating, racism,
sexism, and group-hatred of every kind. Either way, whether it’s
satan or the devil, we end up behind locked doors where those out-
side of ourselves are seen as hell.

So it’s true, “the worst sin we can make is to lock our doors.”

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX.
He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Week of August 3
Letting go of false fear

Recently in a radio interview, I was asked this question: “If you
were on your deathbed, what would you want to leave behind as your
parting words?” The question momentarily took me aback. What
would I want to leave behind as my last words? Not having time for
much reflection, I settled on this. I would want to say: Don’t be
afraid. Live without fear. Don’t be afraid of death. Most of all, don’t
be afraid of God!”

I’m a cradle Catholic, born to wonderful parents, catechized by
some very dedicated teachers, and I’ve had the privilege of studying
theology in some of the best classrooms in the world. Still it took me
fifty years to rid myself of a number of crippling religious fears and to
realize that God is the one person of whom you need not be afraid.
It’s taken me most of my life to believe the words that come from
God’s mouth over three hundred times in scripture and are the initial
words out of the mouth of Jesus whenever he meets someone for the
first time after his resurrection: Do not be afraid!

It has been a fifty-year journey for me to believe that, to trust it. For
most of my life I’ve lived in a false fear of God, and of many other
things. As a young boy, I had a particular fear of lightning storms
which in my young mind demonstrated how fierce and threatening
God could be. Thunder and lightning were portents which warned
us, religiously, to be fearful. I nursed the same fears about death,
wondering where souls went after they died, sometimes looking at a
dark horizon after the sun had set and wondering whether people
who had died were out there somewhere, haunted in that endless
darkness, still suffering for what they’d had not gotten right in life. I
knew that God was love, but that love also held a fierce, frightening,
exacting justice.

Those fears went partially underground during my teenage years. I

made my decision to enter religious life at
the age of seventeen and have sometimes
wondered whether that decision was made
freely and not out of false fear. Looking
back on it now however, with fifty years
of hindsight, I know that it wasn’t fear
that compelled me, but a genuine sense of
being called, of knowing from the influ-
ence of my parents and the Ursuline nuns who catechized me, that
one’s life is not one’s own, that one is called to serve. But religious
fear remained unhealthily strong within me.

So, what helped me let go of that? This doesn’t happen in a day or
year; it is the cumulative effect of fifty years of bits and pieces con-
spiring together. It started with my parents’ deaths when I was twenty-
two. After watching both my mother and father die, I was no longer
afraid of death. It was the first time I wasn’t afraid of a dead body
since these bodies were my mother and father of whom I was not
afraid. My fears of God eased gradually every time I tried to meet
God with my soul naked in prayer and came to realize that your hair
doesn’t turn white when you are completely exposed before God;
instead you become unafraid. My fears lessened too as I ministered
to others and learned what divine compassion should be, as I studied
and taught theology, as two cancer diagnoses forced me to contem-
plate for real my own mortality, and as a number of colleagues, fam-
ily, and friends modeled how one can live more freely.

Intellectually, a number of persons particularly helped me: John
Shea helped me realize that God is not a law to be obeyed, but an
infinitely empathic energy that wants us to be happy; Robert Moore
helped me to believe that God is still looking on us with delight; Charles
Taylor helped me to understand that God wants us to flourish; the
bitter anti-religious criticism of atheists like Frederick Nietzsche helped
me see where my own concept of God and religion needed a massive
purification; and an older brother, a missionary priest, kept unsettling
my theology with irreverent questions like, what kind of God would
want us to be frightened of him? A lot of bits and pieces conspired
together.

What’s the importance of last words? They can mean a lot or a
little. My dad’s last words to us were “be careful”, but he was refer-
ring to our drive home from the hospital in snow and ice. Last words
aren’t always intended to leave a message; they can be focused on
saying goodbye or simply be inaudible sighs of pain and exhaustion;
but sometimes they can be your legacy.

Given the opportunity to leave family and friends a few last words,
I think that after I first tried to say a proper goodbye, I’d say this:
Don’t be afraid. Don’t be afraid of living or of dying. Especially
don’t be afraid of God.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX.
He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’sBay View  Funeral Home

1461 Manawagonish Road, West Saint John, NB
506-634-7425           www.brenansfh.com

(continued form page 3)
but does not feel safe coming inside. “In the earlier days there would
be maybe 15 cars, now typically there are one or two after each
mass,” he said.

While the large church at Holy Redeemer allows for greater num-
bers,  it is a lot to maintain. “It’s a blessing to have all these pews, but
the curse is when you have all these pews you have to wash them,”
he said.  “There’s a lot that goes on behind the scenes, but it’s neces-
sary.”

Despite all of this, parishes have seen many blessings during this
time. On a visit to Campobello, Brandon Lanteigne of Saint John spoke
to the pastor of St. Timothy’s church Fr. Clement, who shared that
he has seen blessings in the form of outreach, particularly the creative
means by which technology and video-calling has established and
maintained community. “God is allowing us to experience our hu-
manity and challenging us to desire his divinity,” Fr. Clement said.

“Every day is a blessing being able to come to church, and hear
God’s word and to receive the Sacraments,” Mr. Levenshulme said.
“And I think the people need to do that.”

*Although part of St. Croix parish, mass is celebrated by a priest
from St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Parish, in Portland, Maine.

Natasha Mazerolle is the Saint John Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. She can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Mass attendance rises
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Spanish influenza, the first wave, as printed in The New Freeman
As the Spanish influenza was spreading up the eastern seaboard of

the United States, the  chief medical officer for the city and county of
Saint John had this advice, as printed on page one of the October 5,
1918 edition of The New Freeman.

Paste This Up for Reference
Medical Officer’s Instruction in Case

of Attack of Spanish Influenza
Dr. G.G. Melvin, chief health officer of the city and county of St.

John, thinks it well to give the public the following advice or instruc-
tions as to the prevention of the spread of Spanish influenza, which is
spreading at an appalling rate over the eastern states.

First — isolate the patient in upper room, well lighted and aired.
Second — Permit no  one to enter the room excepting a physician,

a clergyman and the nursing attendant.
Third —Patients should not leave the room until the fever is done

and the cough (if any) has ceased and any discharge from the nose
and throat are dried up.

Four —heap handkerchiefs (paper ones will do) should be used
and burned at once after use.

Five —Other members of the family should apply a good, but non-
poison spray to their nostrils and throat daily. One teaspoonful of
common salt in a quart of boiled water is suggested.

Six—During sickness and after recovery all soiled bed and body
clothing should be boiled for at least a half hour.

Seven —After recovery the room should be thoroughly aired for
two days, the windows wide open, windows, floors and wood-work
scrubbed with hot water and washing soda and walls whitewashed,
papered or painted.

Eight —Persons with suspicious symptoms, such as chills, fever
or unusual pains in the head, back or limbs, should not mingle with
the public, but should remain home and immediately obtain medical
advice.

Printed in the October 12, 1918 edition of The New Freeman.
PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES.

Beginning yesterday, on order of the health authorities, the churches,
schools and theatres will be closed for an indefinite period. The object
is to prevent the spread of the Spanish influenza of which some four-
teen cases, with one death, have been reported in the city as we go to
press. St. John has not been afflicted in this respect as have other
cities and it is hoped to confine the sickness to very narrow limits.
Meanwhile, people are advised to study the suggestions set forth by
the health authorities, They appear on page one of last week’s issue.
(Reproduced at left)

Printed in the November 2, 1918 edition of The New Freeman.
Fighting the Influenza

A serious Situation Throughout New Brunswick — Sisters
of Charity Volunteer for Nursing Duty.

The situation throughout the province with respect to the Spanish
influenza is a most serious one. In particular the malady seems to be
ravaging the north shore and calls have been sent from those districts
for help. Grand Falls is appealing for funds, wherein to open a epi-
demic hospital.

In St. John there are a great many cases and there have been many
deaths, although the city has, so far, escaped well, compared with the
ravages in other large centres. All places of public amusement,

churches, etc., are yet closed, and every effort is being made to
combat the influenza, Doctors have little or no times to themselves,
while there is an absolute scarcity of qualified nurses.

During the week the Sisters of Charity, under the direction of the
nursing Sister of the St. John Infirmary, gave ten of their number to
go out into the city, under the instruction of the health authorities,
wherever needed. Their generous action has done much to alleviate
the grave situation and they have done much to ease the lot of those
who otherwise would have been without care. The V.A.D.’s of the
city are also doing splendid work.

Instances, by the score, could be named of splendid co-operation
on the part of those who have so far escaped the malady. Soups,
dressing, etc., have been prepared in many homes and donations of
cash and articles of use in fighting the malady are numerous. St. John
citizens, men and women, are doing their best to make easy the lot of
the afflicted.

The Children of Mary, of the Cathedral parish, have, for instance,
given $50 to the Sister to be expended in those homes where sickness
and necessity exist. This gift has been supplemented by others.

In this connection it is interesting to recall that sixty-four years ago,
to the month, the  Sisters of Charity first came to St. John and that an
epidemic was raging at the time.

On October 21st, 1854, the Sisters of Charity arrived — the day
being the feast of St. Ursula. The cholera was raging that year and,
though sixty-four years have passed, it is yet well remembered. The
Sisters made their usual self sacrifice and risk of life in attending the
plague stricken victims. Bishop Connolly, afterwards, Archbishop of
Halifax, was then the head of the St. John diocese.

In Montreal, many of the catholic institutions have been turned
over to the health authorities to fight the plague. In Toronto, the Sis-
ters are out nursing, and the same condition exists wherever Catholic
institutions are to be found. The Sisters, in particular, have stepped
into the breach wherever they could do good.
The health authorities are their best to grapple with the situation and it
behooves all to co-operate in whatever manner possible. It is only by
following the directions of those who know that this epidemic can be
conquered. Already, organization of the women of the province, un-
der direction of the health authorities, has been set under way in order
to better fight the malady. And it is the duty of each and every citizen
to aid in whatever manner possible; conditions are serious, united
effort alone can bring the much needed relief.
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Catholic university wants students to engage with theology in a different way
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Helping students be able to put
their faith and beliefs into action long after they
are out of school in an increasingly secular soci-
ety is the goal of a Catholic university in Ottawa
that has “reimagined” how it teaches theology.

Ottawa’s Saint Paul University is hoping that
by changing how it engages its students with
theology at the undergraduate level, it will have a
deeper impact on the faith of its students and set
a foundation by which its students can put their
faith and ethics at the forefront of their lives in
the future in a practical way regardless of what

careers they pursue.
“What we are doing is reacting to the needs

of students today who want a theological
grounding that can be put into practice in their
daily lives,” said Karl Hefty, the director of Un-
dergraduate Academic Programs and an asso-
ciate professor at Saint Paul University’s Fac-
ulty of Theology.

Saint Paul University has renamed its under-
graduate theology program the Bachelor of Arts
in Faith, Ethics and Justice to refine “its aca-
demic focus toward helping students develop
skills of reason, perception and critical thinking
while at the same time deepening their under-
standing of how faith relates to life.”

According to a Saint Paul press release in June,
“the program provides a foundation for students
to understand scripture, explore personal pur-
pose and meaning, and think more clearly about
God and the world.”

“What is most interesting about these changes
is that they transform how students encounter,
engage with and think about faith,” Mr. Hefty
said.

“Rather than simply being told what to believe
or what to think, students are led to discover the
meaning of faith in its relation to all areas of life,
starting from their own experience,” he said of

what the school is calling a “reinvention” of the-
ology as an academic discipline.

“Our students approach topics from the per-
spective of faith, but secular perspectives and
assumptions are also investigated and engaged,”
Mr. Hefty said. “One aim of the program is to
foster understanding and to bridge social divi-
sions, and students who learn how to do this
well will be able to contribute something impor-
tant to society.”

Along with the changes at the undergraduate
level, Saint Paul is also making changes at the
Master of Arts in Theology level where new
graduate level courses will examine theological
questions and how they relate to contemporary
issues.

“These changes enable students to broaden
their theological horizons by giving them a high
level of intellectual training, as well as an inter-

disciplinary approach,” said Christian Dionne, the
director of Graduate Academic Programs and
an associate professor in the Theology depart-
ment. “Students of the program are well equipped
to hold articulate and relevant theological discus-
sions related to current global and social topics.”

Mr. Hefty said refocusing how theology is
taught and presented to students is part of an
ongoing plan to marry aspects of theology to all
study disciplines at the school.

“This program is not just about historical facts
or interesting religious ideas, it is also about de-
veloping students as persons in ways that em-
power them to reach their full potential,” he said.

“Not only is it an exciting way to integrate
faith into a university education, but we believe it
will also prove highly applicable and relevant for
students personally, socially, and in their future
careers,” Mr. Hefty said.§

Karl Hefty

Human Rights Tribunal to hear
complaint against Surrey, B.C., parish
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

SURREY, B.C. — The B.C. Human Rights Tribunal will hear a case involving the White
Rock Pride Society and Star of the Sea Parish after the society filed a human rights complaint
alleging the parish discriminated on the basis of sexual orientation.

In 2018, White Rock Pride Society president Ernie Klassen called the parish to inquire about
renting the Star of the Sea Community Centre for an event the following year. After providing
information about the intended fundraising event for the non-profit organization PFLAG (Par-
ents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays), his rental application was denied. Klassen
filed a complaint with the B.C. Human Rights Tribunal.

“The parish damaged the inherent dignity, feelings, and self-respect of the pride society’s
members, who identify as part of and support the LGBTQ+ community,” he said in his
complaint filed in 2019.

The parish’s rental agreement states use of the private centre must be in accordance with
Catholic values. James Borkowski, speaking on behalf of the Archdiocese of Vancouver, told
media at the time that the parish reviews all rental applications “to ensure that the proposed use
of the parish centre would not be contrary to the teachings on faith and morals of the Catholic
Church.”

“We regret that this will inevitably disappoint some people.”
Mr. Borkowski added the White Rock Pride Society was provided letters of clarification

and offered help to find another location for their event.
Star of the Sea Parish applied to have the human rights complaint dismissed, but that

request was denied on May 26 of this year. In the tribunal’s decision, member Kathleen Smith
wrote, “I agree with the [White Rock Pride Society] that this case requires the benefit of a full
hearing. There are significant facts and issues in dispute,” said Ms. Smith.

For example, Ms. Smith wrote, a tribunal case in 2005 found the Knights of Columbus
could refuse to rent a hall for events that could undermine their relationship with the Catholic
Church or their mission. Ms. Smith wrote there needs to be more discussion about “whether
and how” the tribunal could apply those findings in this situation.

In addition, Ms. Smith wrote, “The parish asks the tribunal to apply the protections of the
[Human Rights Code] in a way that proportionately balances the religious freedoms of the
parish with the rights of the society members to be free from discrimination based on sexual
orientation.”

A date for the hearing has not yet been set.§
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By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — Father David Reilander
spent the early days of the COVD-19 shut-
down alongside Catholic Missions In Cana-
da’s financial and administration director Lina
Kim diagnosing the potential impacts the pan-
demic would have on its operations.

Fr. Reilander and Ms. Kim pondered the
damage to Catholic Missions’ ability to
fundraise and raise awareness for its man-
date to bring the Good News to poor and re-
mote Canadian communities, with a particu-
lar emphasis on First Nation reserves, as par-
ishes across the nation were closed down.
They also contemplated how the virus would
take a heavy financial toll on the roughly
10,000 reliable donors of the non-profit or-
ganization.

“As the weeks passed we began to realize
that this would be a long-term issue,” said Fr.
Reilander, president of Catholic Missions In
Canada. “We began to worry about what
would happen to our revenues. In April, we
had our annual general meeting and the board
of directors looked at the numbers we pre-
sented and decided we needed to cut back on
the grants that were allocated and limit dis-
bursement to one area only, which is mis-
sionary sustenance.”

About 600 missionaries are financially sup-
ported each year by Catholic Missions. His-
torically, about $4 million is budgeted for this.
Ms. Kim said $4.7 million was originally tar-
geted this year for mission communities, but
$1.4 million has been pulled from that total to
help navigate the uncertain months ahead.

The cancellation of the annual Taste of
Heaven Gala in late April represented the first
major blow to Catholic Missions’ fundraising
efforts. Ms. Kim expected the Toronto cel-
ebration featuring Italian cuisine, entertainment
and a silent auction would raise approximately
$250,000, specifically for its goal to rebuild
St. Francis Xavier Church in Attawapiskat,
ON.

While $155,000 of the $250,000 was lost,
Fr. Reilander and Ms. Kim are grateful for
the sponsors and ticket buyers who insisted
Catholic Missions keep their money.

“We were very willing to offer a refund,
but they were very willing to donate,” said
Ms. Kim.

Fr. Reilander and Ms. Kim say the fall and
winter months will provide a better snapshot
of the economic impact of COVID-19 as the
revenue-generating potential is higher during

COVID takes heay toll on Catholic Missions
those months than the opportunities available
during the summer. Catholic Missions accrues
approximately $850,000 from diocesan col-
lections, with 40 per cent of the organiza-
tion’s revenue in November, December and
January coming from church baskets.

But with dioceses struggling themselves
in the face of the pandemic, those numbers
are expected to fall.

Fr. Reilander expects he might not be in-
vited to speak and make monetary appeals
in parishes because of the current economic
climate.

“In terms of our fundraising and aware-
ness campaigns, when I go out on week-
ends to preach, no one’s going to want me
to come as pastors won’t want money go-
ing out of the parishes because they’re hurt-
ing so badly and bishops won’t want me
coming because the dioceses are hurting
so much also,” he said.

“When we can’t get out to fundraise, peo-
ple can forget about us and we don’t reach
new people.”

While hoping for an uptick in fortunes, Fr.
Reilander says the organization endeavours
to remain compassionate about the difficul-

ties their donors face.
Aside from making individual calls to ben-

efactors, Catholic Missions is hoping the fall
edition of its quarterly magazine will inspire
some donations.

A financial update will be provided to the
board in August for 2021. It could lead again
to only sustaining missionaries.§

Father David Reilander

Four bishops appointed to revamped
Development and Peace council
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A nearly three-year process of investiga-
tion and review at the Canadian Catholic Or-
ganization for Development and Peace [D&P]
has resulted in a slimmed-down national coun-
cil with four bishops appointed to the devel-
opment agency’s governing body.

Calgary Bishop William McGratton,
Pembroke Bishop Guy Desrochers, Ste.-
Anne-de-la-Pocatiére Bishop Pierre
Goudreault and St. John’s, NL, Archbishop
Peter Hundt will represent the Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) on the
new national council, according to a joint re-
lease July 28 from the CCCB and Develop-
ment and Peace. The remaining 11 representa-
tives will be elected by D&P’s 10,000 mem-
bers.

Following the recommendations of a
Deloitte LLP organizational review, the national
council will go from 21 to 15 members.

The new governing structure is the result
of an extensive review of the D&P into claims
that some of its partner organizations sup-
ported abortion. Twelve bishops subsequently

suspended their financial support, although it
was reinstated provided no money went to
partner agencies under review. That was fol-
lowed by the CCCB and D&P hiring Deloitte
Canada to conduct a review and recommend
reforms to ensure D&P meets the goals of
the bishops.

The Deloitte review came up with 14 rec-
ommendations for a reformed Development
and Peace - Caritas Canada:

• Stronger governance and defined roles for
the governing bodies;

• A new composition of the national coun-
cil that includes CCCB representation;

• A smaller national council;
• A more clearly defined partnership policy,

with roles for staff, management and the na-
tional council in choosing partners;

• An updated partnership policy;
• An “international partnerships committee”

of the national council;
• Reporting procedures in line with the new

structure of the national council;
Clearly stated financial objectives and stand-
ards of performance;

• A confidentiality policy;
(continued on page 9)
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Alpha course finished up on-line
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

QUISPAMSIS — When leaders at St.
Mark’s Parish in Quispamsis began their fifth
Alpha, they had no idea that a pandemic would
force them to change gears mid-stream. But
in March 2020, just after the Holy Spirit Re-
treat Day (a major turning point in the Al-
pha program where participants invite the
Holy Spirit into their lives), Covid-19 forced
the lockdown of the province of New
Brunswick and with it, the temporary sus-
pension of the Alpha program underway at
St. Mark’s.

“I would say we had a finely oiled ma-
chine established by the time we started the
fifth Alpha, we had a great kitchen volun-
teer group, setup, environment, prayer, and
hospitality groups,” Mary Alice Glasgow,
Saint John Region Youth Faith Formation
and Alpha Leader at St. Mark’s Parish said.
“When Covid happened, to get going again
was really rough, because everybody
wanted to finish face-to-face.”

Ms. Glasgow said that after a couple of
months of being prompted, provided with
resources from Divine Renovation and Al-
pha, and surprised by the overwhelming
response to Alpha online experiences, she
and her husband Russell Glasgow decided
to offer St. Mark’s Alpha participants the
opportunity to finish on-line. Of the seven
tables participating, two were willing to
move ahead, and this group just finished
their online Alpha July 28.

“The face-to-face program is wonderful
and I was so disappointed that Covid caused
us to stop,” said Mary O’Neill, a partici-
pant of Alpha. “It [Alpha online] was such
a wonderful surprise. Small groups seem
so intimate and I think sharing thoughts
with each other is more heartfelt. We have
become a tight unit, and the respect and
friendship we have for each other folds over
into the love and blessings we share with
Jesus.”

“Small groups of people gel, and they
want to stay together, they want to pray
together and continue learning together,”
Ms. Glasgow said.  “Where there’s a will,
there’s a way. And where there’s people’s
creativity, and the Holy Spirit and God in
the mix…there’s no stopping you when
you’re on a good thing.”

“Our table guests had morphed into a
group of friends, some of whom had
missed the [Holy Spirit] weekend, so we

decided to meet via
zoom and revisit the
weekend videos as a
group,” said Elizabeth
Sutherland, another
Alpha participant at St.
Mark’s. “We contin-
ued to meet weekly
even after we’d com-
pleted them...it was a
highlight each week to
see the beautiful faces
of our table mates and
talk about faith.”

While the majority of
participants have
opted to wait until
face-to-face Alpha is a
possibility, Ms. Glas-
gow and her team felt
it was important to move ahead for those
who wanted to continue their Alpha. “Peo-
ple still need that connection while Covid is
going on, they actually need it more,” she
said. “And so whatever way we can pro-
vide that connection is a good thing to keep
on going with.”

Looking ahead to when it is possible to
gather in person without restrictions, Ms.
Glasgow said she is not looking to aban-
don the online Alpha experience. “I think
that we will continue offering Alpha on-line
even when face-to-face becomes available
again.  It reaches a different group of peo-
ple,” she said. “It’s less threatening for a
lot of people, parents that are busy with
kids can make time for an hour and a half
from their home if they can’t get in the car

and drive away.”
Ms. Glasgow is excited for the possibilities

that the Alpha program can offer within the
diocese.  “I want to see faith formation op-
portunities offered to all levels of people in
parishes in our diocese, and I see Alpha as a
huge building block for that,” she said.  “Be-
cause you need an army of people, and I think
Alpha can help wake up that army of peo-
ple.”

For more information on Alpha at St. Mark’s
Church, contact Mary Alice Glasgow at
sjreled@dioceseofsaintjohn.org)

Natasha Mazerolle is the Saint John
Region correspondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at natasha@maz-
family.com. §

QUISPAMSIS — Mary Alice (left) and Russell Glasgow, leaders
for an Alpha course at St.. Mark’s in Quispmasis were able to
move the program on-line when the pandemic forced the shut
down of all public gatherings this mast March. (Natahsa Mazerolle
photo)

(continued from page 8)
• Co-ordination with the CCCB on com-

munications;
• More contact between Development and

Peace regional directors and the bishops in
their areas;

• Co-ordination with the CCCB on crisis
responses;

• Internal cultural change beginning with
Development and Peace leadership;

• Articulation of the steps to be taken in
reforming Development and Peace’s internal
culture.

The four new bishop-representatives on the
national council will be spread out over four
new committees charged with implementing
the Deloitte recommendations. CCCB staff
will also serve on these committees.

“We all agree on the vital importance of pre-
serving the identity of our organization as
rooted in the Church’s social teachings and
embodied in and through acts of solidarity,”
said national council president Evelyne
Beaudoin in a joint CCCB-Development and
Peace press release. “And we agreed to move
forward in the vision of Pope Francis of a
synodal Church.”

CCCB president Archbishop Richard
Gagnon called the process of investigations
and negotiations over the last three years “col-
laborative conversations and joint meetings.”

“The necessary changes to be made, as well
as the good will and hard work they entail,
will help the Church radiate its mission to the
world,” Archbishop Gagnon said in the re-
lease.§

Revamped Development and Peace council
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Justice, dignity not just 'privilege of the rich,' Vatican official says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Addressing the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, a Vatican representative said the protection of
rights and human dignity is not exclusive to the wealthy but also to
the most vulnerable, especially victims of human trafficking.

"The common good demands that access to justice, political repre-
sentation, and the recognition of the dignity of others are not the
privilege of the rich, but rather should be ac-
cessible especially to the weak and vulner-
able," said Monsignor Joseph Grech, repre-
sentative of the Vatican's permanent mission
to the international organizations in Vienna.

"All people should enjoy the same univer-
sally recognized human rights and fundamental
freedoms," Msgr. Grech told participants of
the 20th Alliance Against Trafficking in Per-
sons Conference in Vienna.

Msgr. Grech was among participants rep-
resenting 57 countries present at a late-July
conference, Ending Impunity: Delivering Jus-
tice Through Prosecuting Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings.

The OSCE website said the conference's
theme "acknowledges that while many coun-
tries have legislation and action plans to com-
bat human trafficking, impunity remains wide-
spread across the world and in the OSCE re-
gion."

"It is estimated that there are about 25 mil-
lion victims of human trafficking globally. Ac-
cording to the latest reports, in 2019 only a
little more than 11,000 traffickers were pros-
ecuted — roughly one prosecution for every
2,154 victims," the organization said.

In his address, Msgr. Grech said the numbers should "make us
indignant" and that the international community must reflect on whether
"we have done everything possible to reduce the discrepancy be-
tween the high number of estimated victims and the low numbers of
court proceedings and convictions."

He also highlighted the lack of adequate funding for criminal justice
systems that, consequently, increases "the risk of criminals continu-
ing their heinous work."

"Alternatively, result-oriented efforts are disproportionately channeled
to pursue small-time operations and criminals rather than 'big fish,'
which — despite requiring more time and resources — could instead
make a significant difference. This certainly leads, once again, to
impunity for the traffickers."

Recalling Pope Francis' words on the vulnerability of people who
are "defenceless before the interests of a deified market," Msgr. Grech
said the unequal distribution of goods is among several ways that
"most people around the world experience a contrast between the
rights they are guaranteed by the law and the way they are treated."

"The principle of profit maximization, isolated from all other con-
siderations, leads to a model of exclusion that violently inflicts on
those who suffer its social and economic costs in the present, while
condemning future generations to pay for its environmental costs,"

he said.
The coronavirus pandemic "has been a severe and unpredictable

challenge for the whole world," especially for human trafficking vic-
tims who have no way of escaping, Msgr. Grech said, and he urged
the international community to continue working to protect the rights
and dignity of the most vulnerable.

"In this current situation, countries need to keep shelters and hotlines
open, safeguard access to justice and prevent more people in vulnerable
situations from falling into the hands of organized crime," he said.§

BERLIN — Activists take part in a "Walk for Freedom" in 2018 to protest human
trafficking in Berlin. A Vatican representative said the protection of rights and human
dignity is not exclusive to the wealthy but also to the most vulnerable, especially
victims of human trafficking. (CNS photo/Fabrizio Bensch, Reuters)
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Show grandparents, the elderly that you care, pope tells young people
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis called on
young people to reach out to their grandpar-
ents or the elderly who may be lonely or on
their own.

"Do not leave them by themselves," he said
after praying the Angelus with visitors in St.
Peter's Square July 26.

"Use the inventiveness of love, make phone
calls, video calls, send messages, listen to
them and, where possible, in compliance with
health care regulations, go to visit them, too.
Send them a hug," he said before leading visi-
tors in giving a big round of applause for all
grandparents.

The pope made his remarks on the memo-
rial of Sts. Joachim and Anne — Mary's par-
ents, Jesus' grandparents and the patron saints
of grandparents.

Pope Francis said he wanted to mark the
day by inviting all young people to make a
concrete "gesture of tenderness toward the
elderly, especially the loneliest, in their homes

and residences, those who have not seen their
loved ones for many months" because of rules
in place to curb the spread of the coronavirus.

In part, because of such regulations in place,
he asked young people to be creative and in-
ventive in finding ways to show they care
while respecting current directives.

Grandparents and the elderly are "your
roots" and having a strong bond or connec-
tion with one's roots is important, he said,
because "an uprooted tree cannot grow, it
does not blossom or bear fruit."

Because the pandemic has affected older peo-
ple especially hard, the Dicastery for Laity, the
Family and Life launched a campaign July 27
after being inspired by Pope Francis' invitation
to reach out safely and creatively to the elderly.

"It is possible to reduce the isolation felt by
elderly people while also strictly observing
health guidelines for COVID-19," it said in a
statement, adding that "respecting social dis-
tancing rules does not mean accepting a des-
tiny of loneliness and abandonment."

Inspired by the pope's words after the An-
gelus, the dicastery decided "to launch a cam-

paign called, 'The elderly are your grandpar-
ents,'" which encourages young people
around the world "to do something that shows
kindness and affection for older people who
may feel lonely."

It said it has been hearing about the many
ways people have been finding creative ways
to draw the church community closer to those
who are older and lonely, including serenad-
ing residents in retirement homes.

It asked people continue to share their ef-
forts and ideas on social media with the
hashtag #sendyourhug and the dicastery
would re-post some of them on their plat-
forms @laityfamilylife.

"Our invitation to young people is to reach
out to the loneliest elderly people in their neigh-
bourhood or parish and send them a hug,
according to the request of the pope, by
means of a phone call, a video call or by send-
ing an image. Wherever possible or when-
ever the health emergency will allow it, we
invite young people to make the embrace even
more concrete by visiting the elderly in per-
son," it said.§

German bishops continue debate over Vatican document on parishes
By Catholic News Service

BONN, Germany — The Vatican instruc-
tion on the reform of Catholic parishes con-
tinues to stir debate in Germany, where some
bishops say the current parish model with a
priest in charge is no longer sustainable be-
cause of a lack of vocations.

Former Cardinal Walter Kasper defended
the paper following widespread criticism, such
as by Bishop Franz-Josef Overbeck of Es-
sen, who said: "In no manner does the in-
struction take note of the fact that we in Ger-
many — but also in many other countries of
the universal church — can no longer shape
church life according to the model of the peo-
ple's church we have known up till now."
Critics especially cited the lack of priests.

The German Catholic news agency KNA
reported that, in a guest commentary for the
church website domradio.de in Cologne, Car-
dinal Kasper wrote: "The German criticism
completely misses the actual point of the in-
struction, the pastoral conversion to mission-
ary pastoral work."

Cardinal Kasper, who was responsible for
ecumenical relations at the Vatican for many
years, said the first chapters of the document
and the summary made extensive reference
to the common responsibility of the whole
congregation. Emphasizing the responsibility

of the parish priest was theologically legiti-
mate, he said.

He added that the "perennial debate" over
celibacy, the ordination of women priests and
management teams was causing uncertainty,
which was to blame for the shortage of
priests, alongside other factors. The cardinal
said the document tied bishops to enforce-
able criteria if they want to restructure par-
ishes.

Cologne Cardinal Rainer Maria Woelki also
praised the instruction and thanked Pope
Francis for the guidance it provided.

The 22-page document, titled The pastoral
conversion of the parish community in the
service of the evangelizing mission of the
church, was released by the Vatican's Con-
gregation for Clergy July 20.

While it does not introduce new legislation
on pastoral care, the Vatican press office said
it was developed by the congregation as a
guide related "to the various projects of re-
form of parish communities and diocesan re-
structuring, already underway or in the plan-
ning process." It also clarifies the role of the
deacons, consecrated men and women, as
well as the laity, in dioceses where there is a
shortage or lack of priests.

Bishop Gregor Maria Hanke of Eichstatt said
the instruction provided valuable impetus for
a missionary awakening in the parishes.

"The document encourages and supports
all those who have already taken such paths,"
Bishop Hanke said July 28.

"Pastoral conversion as a vitalization of the
missionary spirit should renew the local
church, the parish with its traditional struc-
tures. This renewal process is done through
evangelization." Bishop Hanke said the instruc-
tion from Rome should not be seen as "a strug-
gle for the roles in the church or being in
terms of winners and losers."

By contrast, Bishop Gerhard Feige of
Magdeburg criticized the document, reported
KNA.

"As learners we gladly accept suggestions,"
Bishop Feige wrote in pastoral letter to mem-
bers of his diocese. "As a bishop, however, I
won't let myself be paralysed and blocked by
their restrictive orders, since much in it is quite
unrealistic — especially with regard to our
extreme diaspora situation, which they evi-
dently cannot imagine — and since no posi-
tive solutions are indicated in view of the
mounting lack of priests."

Bishop Feige said the document will de-
motivate some people from working for the
Catholic Church at all. He warned that the
structure of the church will change even more
dramatically than before.

"It does not help at all just to conjure up
(continued on page 12)
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(continued from page 11)
noble principles and to refer to canonical
guidelines," he said.

Instead, there should be a responsible, sen-
sitive and creative consideration of what form
parishes can survive in given the circum-
stances.

Bishop Franz-Josef Bode of Osnabruck
called the instruction "a strong brake on the
motivation and the appreciation of the serv-
ices of laypeople." Bishop Bode is chairman
of the forum on the role of women in the
church, one of four forums of the Synodal
Path reform dialogue in the Catholic Church
in Germany, and deputy president of the Ger-
man bishops' conference.

He said the Vatican instruction had taken
the bishops completely by surprise and that
he would have expected it to be preceded by
an examination of the realities of local parish
life on the ground, and to have shown greater
respect for the frequently pledged synodality.

Bishop Peter Kohlgraf of Mainz wrote in a
statement that he could "not simply accept"
what he described as an "interference" in his
episcopal office. The pastoral theologian said
the instruction left him worried about "the
many who are (still) committed." He stressed:
"Soon they will have (had) enough if their
commitment is only suspiciously watched and
evaluated from on high."

He added that he was worried about the
priests in his diocese.

"We can't fill vacant positions as it is. Many
priests complain that they are overwhelmed
by the administration and bureaucracy." He
said it also seemed "absurd to have every

merging of parishes approved by Rome on a
case-by-case basis."

The Vatican instruction bars laypeople from
leading parishes and emphasizes the role of
priests. It directly opposes efforts to hand over
the management of parishes to teams made
up of priests and dedicated church members
as well as other staff.

Earlier in July, KNA reported that in the
Munster Diocese, the pastoral guidance of a
Catholic parish is being conducted by a lay-
man and not a priest. The diocese called it an
experiment with a new governance model.
The parish was to be headed by a pastoral
assistant, who has a degree in theological stud-
ies. His job is to perform pastoral care, but
pastoral assistants are not ordained priests and
may marry and have a family.

"There are simply not enough priests around
who can assume the duties of a leading pas-
tor," stressed Munster Auxiliary Bishop
Christoph Hegge.

Similar leadership models have also been
introduced in other dioceses, in some cases
with women holding positions. For example,
the Osnabruck Diocese appointed a woman
as the pastoral envoy for the North Sea island
of Langeoog, supported by a "moderating
priest" from the diocese.

The Vatican recently stopped plans drafted
by the Trier Diocese to establish 38 large-
scale parishes to be co-led by a priest and a
group of laypeople.

Matthias Kopp, spokesman for the German
bishops' conference, said the bishops will
carefully study the Vatican document and dis-
cuss it at their next meeting.§

Vatican document on parishes

Pope tells young people at Medjugorje to let Mary inspire guide them
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Let Mary inspire and
guide young people today, Pope Francis told
participants at the annual International Youth
Festival at the Marian shrine in Medjugorje.

Mary will always be "the great model of
the church" because she is ready to follow
Christ with vitality and docility, he said in a
message to those attending the festival Au-
gust 1-6 in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

He said, "her 'yes' means getting involved
and taking a risk, without any guarantee be-
sides the certainty of being the bearer of a
promise," and her example continues to show
the beauty in freely entrusting oneself com-
pletely to the hands of God.

"May her example captivate and guide you!"

he said.
The pope's message, released to journal-

ists August 2, was read at the festival August
1. Though it was the 31st edition of the an-
nual festival, it was the first time a papal mes-
sage was sent to the event after it became an
officially approved church festival in 2019.
That approval came three months after Catho-
lic pilgrimages to the site in Bosnia-
Herzegovina were authorized by the pope.

While an estimated 40,000 to 45,000 peo-
ple attended the festival last year, including
senior Vatican representatives for the first time,
organizers were unsure how many people to
expect in 2020 because of travel restrictions
and safety measures in place due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

In mid-July Bosnia-Herzegovina opened its
borders to citizens of the European Union and

Switzerland on the condition that they present
a health certificate certifying they tested nega-
tive for the coronavirus not more than 48 hours
before entry into the country. Citizens of
neighbouring Croatia were exempt from tak-
ing the test.

Before the pandemic, the shrine annually at-
tracted up to 3 million people — with foreign
visitors making up the bulk of those numbers.

Pope Francis said in his message that Mary
is the mother watching over her children who
are journeying through life, often tired and in
need, but yearning for that light of hope that
never goes out.

He said the festival was an "opportunity to
encounter Jesus Christ," especially in the
Eucharist and in the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion.

Young people can discover "a new way to
live, different from the one offered by a cul-
ture" where everything is temporary, nothing
is definitive "and the only thing that matters is
enjoying the present moment."

"Do not be afraid!" he said. "Christ is alive
and desires that each of you live."

Keep one's gaze fixed on Christ, he told
young people, and take the time to be with
the Lord in prayer.

The festival, he said, was an occasion to
"come and see" the Lord, to experience his
presence and become real witnesses of Christ.

More than 40,000 apparitions have been
claimed over 38 years at Medjugorje, where
six teenagers reported first seeing an appari-
tion of Mary June 24, 1981.

Some of the visionaries say Mary still ap-
pears to them daily with messages.

In May 2018, Pope Francis named Arch-
bishop Henryk Hoser as apostolic visitor to
Medjugorje after a papal commission recom-
mended that Medjugorje be designated a pon-
tifical shrine with Vatican oversight.

A ban on pilgrimages organized by Catholic
dioceses and parishes was lifted under a pa-
pal decree in May 2019.

Archbishop Hoser said in August 2019 that
the pope had "opened a great door to enter
Medjugorje" with the decree, adding that he
was "personally and intimately convinced" the
Marian centre offered "a model for new evan-
gelization."

He said Medjugorje should be seen as "a
living, dynamic reality," with over 700 voca-
tions so far recorded there, adding that the
centre's importance was summed up "by the
people coming here, praying here, being trans-
formed here and returning to their countries
with the Gospel spirit they breathed here."§
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BEALE, DOREEN L. — It is with deep sorrow our family announces
the passing of Doreen L. Beale of Saint John at Bobby's Hospice with
her loving family by her side. Doreen was the daughter of the late
William and Florence (Vautour) Gogan.

Mom will be lovingly remembered by our Dad Douglas, her de-
voted husband of 63 years; children, Catherine Beale, Brian Beale
(Kathryn) and Heather King (Wayne). Her cherished Grandchildren,
Christa Diamond (Greg), Katelyn Murray (Kirk), Lesley Baker (Levi),
Meaghan Melanson, Andrew Beale and his mother Susan. Great-Grand
Children, Graham, Hugh, Wyatt and Baby Girl Murray (summer 2020).
Sister Jeanette Woods (Joseph), Sister in laws Marcella Osborne and
Emma Beale. She will also be dearly missed by her godchildren, Jo
Ann Wiggins, Natalie Hanson, Allan Parker, Phil Parker (Brother in
Law) and the late Mark Thomas. Her Aunt and special friend Laurette
Gogan, her special friends, Gladys Murphy, Hughleen Long, Ann Marie
Beale, Doreen Gogan, Johnny and Norma Knight, Ben and Peppy
Carol, Yvonne Theriault and Gloria Ernst. Many nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by her parents in
law, Roy and Margaret (Shannon) Beale, her sisters Anne Marie Parker
and Edna Bordage, brother Patrick Gogan, sister in law Sandra (Beale)
Cormier, brother in laws Raymond Beale, Elzie Bordage and Joe
Osborne, God Parents Edward Boudreau and Mary Murphy as well
as many other members of her family.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated from Holy Spirit Parish
(St. Rose of Lima), Saint John by invitation only, a reception will
follow at a later date. Interment in Holy Cross Cemetery. Arrange-
ments were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home Saint John.

CALNAN, MICHAEL LAWRENCE —Mike Calnan passed away
peacefully on July16th, 2020.  In addition to his mother, Mike will be
missed by his beloved wife Krissy Calnan (Keating), his siblings Mary
Eileen Calnan (Rick Boudreau), Joe Calnan (Carole), John Calnan,
and Jerry Calnan; niece Jodi and nephew Tyler; Krissy's parents Paul

and Ann (Hamilton) Keating; sis-
ter-in-law Karen Kenney (Chris),
as well as several cousins and ex-
tended family members.

He rested at Brenan's Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Funeral
Service was held from the Holy
Redeemer Parish. Due to the re-
strictions of the current pandemic,
the funeral service was by invita-
tion only.§

OTTAWA — On May 20, 2020, the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops (CCCB) launched its new website and have since added new
features. The new Interactive Map of Dioceses and Eparchies across
Canada has now been added to the website.

The colourful new interactive map features the ability to zoom into
the different Ecclesiastical Circumscriptions and in different ways so
as to make it easier and more user-friendly in locating a given eccle-
siastical circumscription.
 Any one can explore the new interactive map at: https://www.cccb.ca/
the-catholic-church-in-canada/interactive-map-of-latin-dioceses-
eparchies-and-ordinariates/
 The map may also be reached by navigating to the CCCB home
page, clicking on the menu option “The Catholic Church in Canada”
and then choosing in the sub-menu “Interactive Map of Latin Dio-
cese, Eparchies and Ordinariates”. §

CCCB launches new
interactive map of Canada

OTTAWA —The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops has
added an interactive map for all dioceses, eparchies and
ordinates in Canada to its newly launched website. (CCCB image)
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August 9, 2020   Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: 1 Kings 19.9, 11-13

Go and stand on the mountain before the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 85.8ab+9, 10-11, 12-13 (R.7)
R. Show us your steadfast love,

O Lord, and grant us your salvation.

Second Reading:   Romans 9.1-5
I wish that I myself were cut off from Christ

for the sake of my own people.

Gospel: Matthew 14.22-33
Lord, command me to come to you on the water.

August 16, 2020   Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Isaiah 56.1, 6-7

To my holy mountain I will bring the foreigners
who join themselves to the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 67.1-2, 4-5, 6-7 (R.5)
R. Let the peoples praise you,

O God, let all the peoples praise you!

Second Reading:   Romans 11.13-15, 29-32
God’s gifts and calling to Israel are irrevocable.

Gospel: Matthew 15.21-28
Woman, great is your faith!

Sunday’s Liturgy

Vatican releases guide on how leaders must handle abuse allegations
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican's Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith released a 17-page document offering a step-by-step guide
for how bishops, religious superiors and canon lawyers are supposed
to handle accusations of alleged abuse by clerics against minors.

While nothing in the text is new, nor does it reflect any change to
current church law, the handbook is meant to present clear and pre-
cise directions, procedures as well as attitudes church leaders should
have toward victims, the accused, civil authorities and the media.

Cardinal Luis Ladaria, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, said the handbook, called the Vademecum, was the result
of numerous requests by bishops and superiors of men's and wom-
en's religious orders "to have at their disposal a tool that could help
them in the delicate task of correctly conducting cases regarding
deacons, priests and bishops when they are accused of the sexual
abuse of minors."

"The course of justice cannot alone exhaust the church's response,
but it is necessary in order to come to the truth of the facts," Cardinal
Ladaria said in a statement published by the Vatican late July.

"This is a complex path that leads into a dense forest of norms and

procedures before which ordinaries and superiors sometimes find

themselves lacking the certainty how to proceed," he said.
Cardinal Ladaria said the handbook was "designated as version 1.0"

and will be subject to future updates.
It will be adapted to any eventual developments of canon law as

well as to "respond to new challenges that experience will offer to the
juridical treatment of the cases in question," he said.

He also said it will be updated in the future with considerations
from dioceses and church institutions whose "qualified contribution
will help to correct, integrate, specify and clarify those points that, as
is only natural, require deeper reflection."

Some of the more notable clarifications of current norms and pro-
cedures include:

• Information about alleged abuse does not have to come as a for-
mal complaint to an ordinary. The church leader can learn about it
from a third party, anonymous sources and even through social me-
dia. "It is not advisable to dismiss the matter" outright, it said, no
matter how dubious or uncertain the claim.

• In the case of an accusation being made during confession, the
priest must respect the sacramental seal, however he "should seek to
convince the penitent to make that information known by other means,
in order to enable the appropriate authorities to take action."

• Upon learning of an allegation, the ordinary "ought" to begin a
preliminary investigation and gather and safeguard evidence. Even if
the report is determined to be unfounded, the accusation, all docu-
mentation and an explanation for the ordinary's decision should be
kept and a note about the decision should be sent to the doctrinal
congregation.

• "Even in cases where there is no explicit legal obligation to do so,
the ecclesiastical authorities should make a report to the competent
civil authorities if this is considered necessary to protect the person
involved or other minors from the danger of further criminal acts."

• In situations not involving a minor, but that are "cases of improper
and imprudent conduct," it said, "should it prove necessary to protect
the common good and to avoid scandal, the ordinary or hierarch is
competent to take other administrative provisions with regard to the
person accused, for example, restrictions on his ministry, or to im-
pose the penal remedies" in order to prevent further delicts.

• The ordinary or his delegate is responsible for the preliminary
(continued on page 15)

VATICAN CITY — The dome of St. Peter's Basilica is pictured at
the Vatican. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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(continued from page 14)
investigation, which is not a trial, but a phase to collect information,
and any "eventual omission of this duty could constitute a delict sub-
ject to a canonical procedure" in conformity with canon law and Pope
Francis' document on accountability, As a Loving Mother.

• Church authorities were urged to seek help from the doctrinal of-
fice or experts at any point in the proceedings.

• During the investigative phase, "a decision to be avoided is that of
simply transferring the accused cleric from his office, region or reli-
gious house, with the idea that distancing him from the place of the
alleged crime or alleged victims constitutes a sufficient solution of the
case." Other precautionary measures, which the document refers to,
should be considered.

• If the church receives "a legitimate executive order requiring the
surrender of documents regarding cases, or order (for) the judicial
seizure of such documents, the ordinary or hierarch must cooperate
with the civil authorities."

• When it comes to whether the bishop or superior must inform civil
authorities upon receiving an allegation and opening its own investiga-
tion, it said leaders should consider the "respect for the laws of the
state" and "respect for the desire of the alleged victim, provided that
this is not contrary to civil legislation." Alleged victims should be en-
couraged to exercise their duties and rights as civilians in regard to
state authorities.

• While the "secret of office" was to be respected by church per-
sonnel, "it must be remembered, however, that an obligation of si-
lence about the allegations cannot be imposed on the one reporting
the matter, on a person who claims to have been harmed, and on
witnesses."

• Accusers were also to be kept informed of the proceedings if
they so desired.

In an effort to help those responsible for handling abuse allega-
tions and to collect testimonials of credibility with regard to the com-
plainants and the alleged victims, the congregation included a form
to be filled out, listing what it considers "useful data that those carry-
ing out the preliminary investigation will want to compile and have at
hand."

In an interview with Vatican News, Archbishop Giacomo Morandi,
secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, said it is
"the first time the procedure is described in an organized way --
from the first report of a possible crime to the definitive conclusion
of the cause — uniting the existing norms and the praxis of the
congregation."

He also affirmed that the guidelines ensure that anonymous com-
plaints of abuse, which were often disregarded, are taken more seri-
ously now and that ignoring a complaint "because it is not signed
would be wrong."

"It has become clear that a peremptory attitude in one sense or
another is not conducive to the search for truth and justice," he said.
"How can a complaint which, even if anonymous, contains certain
evidence (i.e. photos, films, messages, audio), or at least concrete
and plausible clues of the commission of a crime, be thrown out?"

Archbishop Morandi said that while some crimes are recent, the
congregation is "still witnessing reports emerge of old cases, some-
times many years later."

Nevertheless, he said, "when this phase of past cases emerging
comes to an end, I am convinced (and we all hope so) that the
phenomenon we are witnessing today can recede."

Plans to publish the handbook were first announced at a press
briefing at the end of the Vatican summit on the protection of minors
in 2019.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, who served as moderator of the
four-day summit, said at the time that the handbook would be avail-
able in "a few weeks or month or two."

Archbishop Morandi told Vatican News that the delay in publish-
ing the handbook was "due to extensive analysis work, not only
within the congregation but also outside of it, with experts in the
field, other dicasteries, and in particular with the Secretariat of State."

The summit brought together Pope Francis and 190 church lead-
ers  presidents of bishops' conferences, the heads of the Eastern
Catholic churches, superiors of men's and women's religious orders
and Roman Curia officials — for four days of listening to speeches,
survivors' testimonies, discussions in small groups, a penitential lit-
urgy and mass.

In addition to the handful of survivors who spoke at the summit
itself, dozens of survivors from around the world gathered in Rome
in solidarity with one another and to speak to reporters and to indi-
vidual bishops. Twelve representatives of the survivors were invited
to meet with the summit's organizing committee.

Fr. Lombardi told journalists that the handbook would list a set of
guidelines and "will help bishops around the world clearly under-
stand their duties and tasks" when handling cases of abuse.§

Vatican releases guide on how leaders must handle abuse allegations
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

RENOUS — On July 24, community mem-
bers from Good Shepherd Parish gathered at

Parish bids farewell

MIRAMICHI — On July 24, parishioners of Good Shepherd Parish gahtered at St.
Brisget’s CHurch to say good-bye to Father Godwin Kalu, SMMM (left). Father Daniel
Bastarache (right) who administered tot he parish with Fr. Kalu will become pastor.
(Shawn McCarthy photo)

St. Bridget’s Church in Renous to say fare-
well to Father Godwin Kalu SMMM, who
will be re-locating to St. Marguerite
Bourgeoys Parish in nearby Miramichi.  

Fr. Godwin was joined by Father Daniel
Bastarche, who has been his counterpart in the

parish for the past two years, and will now as-
sume the role of sole pastor in the parish. 

In reflecting on the day’s readings, Fr.
Bastarache said that, in Fr. Godwin, the seed
of God’s word had found good soil.  He con-
tinued that he was grateful for the friendship
he and Fr. Godwin have shared, as well as all
that he had been taught by his fellow priest. 
Fr. Bastarache closed by wishing his friend
the best and asking God’s protection and good
health for him.  

In his reflection following the mass,  Fr.
Kalu was thankful for having had the oppor-
tunity to serve, for the brotherhood of his
fellow priests, Fr. Daniel Bastarache and Fr.
Vincent Donovan, and to the parish commu-
nity, whose support he valued and cherished,
and whose prayers he appreciated and ac-
knowledged. 

Quick to remind everyone that he was not
going very far, he said that he planned to
maintain the connections he had established
in the Southwest Miramichi.  Those present
were asked to pray for Fr. Godwin, as he
began this new journey.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region
correspondent for The New Freeman. He can
be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — A mandated report into Cana-
da’s assisted suicide system says that two
per cent of all deaths in 2019 were medically-
assisted and that most Canadians who de-
cided they wanted to commit legal suicide had
also received some form of palliative care.

According to the first annual report on
medical assistance in dying (MAiD) published
by the federal health ministry in July, there
were 5,631 reported legal assisted suicide
deaths in Canada in 2019, an increase of 26
per cent over 2018. While the report says that
two per cent of all deaths in Canada in 2019
were recorded through the MAiD system, the
percentages by province were higher in B.C.
(3.3%) and Quebec (2.4%).

The report also says that cancer-related ill-
nesses were by far the most common cause
of seeking MAiD (67.2%), that the gender of
those using MAiD is evenly split between
males and females and the average age of
Canadians who committed suicide with the
help of a doctor was 75.

Health Minister Patty Hajdu said in a mes-
sage released with the report that while she

Report indicates more Canadians using MAiD to kill themselves
has “heard many heart-warming stories from
Canadians describing how MAiD granted their
loved ones a calm, compassionate and peace-
ful ending”, the federal government acknowl-
edges that there are critics of the system and
legal euthanasia.

“I have also heard voices of concern from
other Canadians, worried there are insufficient
protections for those who may be vulnerable to
coercion or abuse, or who may request MAiD
out of a sense of hopelessness associated with
their personal situation,” Ms. Hajdu said.

“Supporting individual autonomy to choose
how one wishes to address intolerable pain
and suffering, while ensuring the decision is
made freely and not the result of external pres-
sures or a temporary period of despair, un-
derpins MAiD legislation in Canada,” she said.
Critics and opponents of legal medically-as-
sisted suicide in Canada, which has been in
effect since 2016, such as the Catholic Church
have long argued that better and more pallia-
tive care should be the focus of how to meet
he needs of Canadians nearing the end of life.

The Health Canada report claims that “the
majority of persons who received MAiD in
2019 were reported to have received pallia-
tive care services (82.1%) and that the ma-

jority (60.8%) received these services for one
month or more.”

The federal report says that indicates “requests
for MAiD are not necessarily being driven by a
lack of access to palliative care services.”

But Alex Schadenberg of the Euthanasia Pre-
vention Coalition said the federal report does
not indicate what kind of palliative care is
being accessed and that citing registration for
palliative care is a “smokescreen”.

“The reality is the report does not give any
understanding of what that palliative care
was,” Mr. Schadenberg told the Canadian
Catholic News in a phone interview.

“The (federal) report just gives numbers
as reported by MAiD practioners,” he said.
“It doesn’t have any independent analysis of
what is actually being provided.”

The federal report does report acknowl-
edges more information is needed about what
the palliative care numbers in relation to MAiD
actually mean.

“It is important to note that while the data
provide insight into whether palliative care has
been received,  it does not speak to the ad-
equacy of the services offered,” the federal
report into MAiD in 2019 said. “This may be
an area for future study.” §


