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When Pablo Picasso painted the
Crouching Beggarwoman (La
Miséreuse accroupie) in 1902 he drew
on a very Catholic image of a penitent
Mary Magdalene. Story page 10. (Photo
courtesy Art Gallery of Ontario. Anonymous
gift, 1963. © Picasso Estate/SOCAN 2021)

Death has increasingly not been given its proper due in our modern, technological
age, particularly during the ongoing on two-year pandemic. This means that this
year’s All Souls Day (November 2) and the month of prayers for the dead that
follows is never more needed. Story page 11. (Michael Swan photo)

KAMLOOPS, B.C. — A child's red dress hangs on a cross near the grounds of the
former Kamloops Indian Residential School in Kamloops, British Columbia, June
6, 2021. The remains of 215 children, some as young as 3 years old, were detected
by ground-penetrating radar at the site in May. Pope Francis is willing to travel to
Canada as part of "the long-standing pastoral process of reconciliation with
Indigenous peoples," the Vatican press office said. Story page 3. (CNS photo/Jennifer
Gauthier, Reuters)

SAINTJOHN — With the preparation
beginning for the Synod of Bishops
2023, what advice or counsel is Pope
Francis seeking? Each diocese, around
the world, has been sent a series of
questions to aid the pope in this quest.
Story page 6. (Synod 2021-2023 logo)
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New FreemanThe
Fundraising on hold as national strategy worked out
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Regional efforts to raise $30 million on behalf of Indigenous healing and reconciliation
projects appear to be on hold while the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops [CCCB]
hammers out a national framework for regional and diocesan campaigns.

“The bishops have tasked themselves to finalize the national principles, strategy, timeline
and public communications around this campaign in November,” said CCCB spokesperson
Lisa Gall.

Once launched, all fundraising will be undertaken at the local level, either by individual
dioceses or regional groups of dioceses, Ms. Gall said.

In Atlantic Canada the bishops have discussed fundraising, “but at this point no decisions
have been made,” said Halifax-Yarmouth archdiocese spokesperson Aurea Sadi.

In Quebec there’s no planning underway, said Assembly of Quebec Bishops spokesperson
Simon Lebrecque. But Lebreque expects this to change.

“This national initiative is supported 100 per cent by the bishops from Quebec,” he said.
“Since it is a pan-Canadian initiative, a national co-ordination by the CCCB is necessary to
make sure that it is successful.”

The Church and Society Council of Quebec’s Assembly of Catholic Bishops has been
talking about issues of reconciliation for the past two years, “way before Kamloops and
Marieval,” said Frédéric Barriault, a researcher with Montreal’s Justice and Faith Centre who
works with the bishops on the council.

“I think a lot of Catholic organizations here (in Quebec) felt ‘handcuffed’ by the Canadian
bishops refusal to ‘deliver’ the long awaited apologies to the Indigenous peoples, that most
saw as the first real step forward,” Mr. Bariault wrote in an e-mail.

“Since reconciliation and relations with the Indigenous peoples are a national issue, it had to
be tackled by the CCCB first.”

Mr. Barriault believes Quebec Catholics are willing to play their part in any campaign and
believes it will come up in the diocesan synodal process.

Ontario bishops have been in talks about a regional fundraising effort since the summer, but
Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario president Bishop Ron Fabbro was unable to answer
questions from The Catholic Register before press time because of a death in his family.

The Archdiocese of Toronto has a fundraising appeal posted to its website (archtoronto.org).
Any announcement about fundraising events or interim totals will have to wait until the re-
gional fundraising plan comes together, spokesperson Neil MacCarthy told The Catholic Reg-
ister in August.

“Some people have taken the opportunity to donate right
away,” Mr. MacCarthy said. “We are also working on the
framework to the campaign and understandably, many
Catholics would like to see a more detailed plan before
making a commitment.”

Calls to the Saskatchewan bishops, who announced
their own province-wide fundraising campaign July 13
went unanswered. The Saskatchewan campaign has a
web page on the Diocese of Saskatoon Catholic Founda-
tion site (dscf.ca).

The British Columbia campaign has a web page at
support.rcav.org, but at press time spokesperson Paul
Schratz was unable
to answer questions
about progress.

And in Edmonton,
the archdiocese said
the results of its ef-
forts will take some
time to determine.§
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Pope Francis to visit Canada
By Catholic Register

Pope Francis has accepted an invitation by
Canada’s bishops to visit Canada “on a pil-
grimage of healing and reconciliation.”

A date for the visit has yet to be determined,
said the October 27 announcement from the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
(CCCB). A statement from the Vatican said
that the pope has expressed his “willingness”
to visit Canada to aid in reconciliation efforts
with Indigenous peoples.

“The bishops of Canada have been engaged
in meaningful discussions with Indigenous
peoples, especially those affected by residen-
tial schools who have shared stories about
the suffering and challenges that they con-
tinue to experience,” CCCB president Bishop
Raymond Poisson said in a statement. “We

pray that Pope Francis’ visit to Canada will
be a significant milestone in the journey to-
ward reconciliation and healing.”

First Nations, Metis and Inuit representa-
tives are scheduled to meet with the pope at
the Vatican December 17-20 as part of the
reconciliation process in a trip organized by
the CCCB.

“We will invite the delegation of Indigenous
survivors, Elders, knowledge keepers and
youth who will meet with Pope Francis to
open their hearts to the Holy Father and share
both their suffering as well as their hopes and
desires for his eventual visit to Canada,” said
Bishop Poisson.

Cardinal Thomas Collins, Archbishop of To-
ronto, welcomed the announcement of the
pope's acceptance of the bishops' invitation.

"I reiterate the unequivocal apology of the

Canadian bishops from earlier this year as we
sorrowfully acknowledged the historical and
ongoing trauma and the legacy of suffering
and challenges faced by Indigenous peoples
that continue to this day," the cardinal said in
a statement. "We affirm our commitment to
walk with the Indigenous people on the lengthy
path of healing and dialogue. I pray that the
visit of the Holy Father will provide a space
for that journey to continue through authen-
tic encounters of compassion, understanding
and reconciliation."

Pope Francis will be the second pope to
visit Canada. St. Pope John Paul II made three
trips to Canada: a 12-day cross-Canada trip
in 1984; a one-day stop in 1987 when he vis-
ited Fort Simpson in the Northwest Territo-
ries; and in 2002 for World Youth Day in To-
ronto.§

Apology ‘most pressing' issue’
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

When Chief Phil Fontaine arrives in Rome
to meet with Vatican officials and Pope
Francis he will be laser focused on having the
Holy Father apologize on Canadian soil, in an
Indigenous context, for the damage done to
children and communities by Catholic partici-
pation in the residential school system.

“It’s been quite evident for some time what
is the most pressing issue as far as Indig-
enous people are concerned — I’m referring
to the three national organizations that repre-
sent the Metis, Inuit and First Nations —
they’re all focused on an apology from the
pope, the Holy Father,” Mr. Fontaine told The
Catholic Register.

Mr. Fontaine has been chosen by the As-
sembly of Manitoba Chiefs to represent Mani-
toba as part of the First Nations delegation to
the Vatican December 17-20.

The visit to Rome by Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami,
Assembly of First Nations and Métis National
Council representatives has been organized
and sponsored by the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops.

A three-time national chief of the Assembly
of First Nations and former grand chief of
the Manitoba Assembly of First Nations, Mr.
Fontaine was part of the first wave of resi-
dential school survivors to speak out publicly
about systemic abuse he and others endured
in residential schools and the damage it did to
families and communities. As national chief,
Mr. Fontaine led negotiations for the 2006
Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agree-

ment, the largest class action lawsuit in Ca-
nadian history.

In 2009 Mr. Fontaine met with Pope Benedict
XVI in Rome. At that private audience, Benedict
expressed sorrow for the suffering of Indigenous
residential school survivors.

“This (2021 visit) is a continuation of the
work that was undertaken then,” he said.

Given 633 First Nations communities
across Canada, the vast expanse of Inuit ter-
ritory and many Métis communities, one of
the difficult decisions that must be made about
a papal visit will be where exactly the apol-
ogy should be made, said Mr. Fontaine.

“It’s going to be a difficult challenge to de-
termine where the Holy Father will choose,
in concert with the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops and the organizations who
will meet him — the three delegations— as to
where this may take place,” he said. “When
we say Canadian soil, we’re talking about an
Indigenous community as the place where this
will take place.”

Such an apology would fulfill the demands
of Call to Action #58, one of the 94 Calls to
Action contained in the 2015 final report of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
Discussions about a papal apology to fulfil
Call to Action #58 began at the CCCB soon
after the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion [TRC] issued its 5,000-page report.

“We have been working at it for many years
and more precisely over the past three years
with renewed zeal,” then CCCB president and
St.-Jean Longueil Bishop Lionel Gendron
wrote to retired judge George Valin Septem-
ber 9, 2019. Mr. Valin has dedicated himself

to seeing Call to Action #58 fulfilled since
shortly after the TRC reported.

“Planning for the trip to Rome was delayed
by the COVID-19 pandemic,” said CCCB
spokesperson Lisa Gall.

Only 14 of the 94 Calls to Action have been

fulfilled, according to a June 30 inventory by
the B.C. Treaty Commission. Twenty-three
are in progress with projects underway and
37 are in progress with projects proposed.
Twenty have yet to be started.

Even as young Indigenous disengage from
the Catholic faith of their elders, a papal apol-
ogy is still important, said Mr. Fontaine.

“We’re in a process of transition,” he said.
“There are more and more of our people who
have adopted or embraced their traditional
values and their traditions and the rituals that
go along with those, because those were out-
lawed until very recently. So they’ve embraced
these. On the other hand, there are still many
people who remain devout Catholics.” §

Phil Fontaine
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A faith journey with saints and souls
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the commun-

ion of saints. These words and what they express are part of the
Apostles Creed a gift to us from our earliest ancestors in the Faith. It
comes down to the 21st Century from the Christian community of
the 1st and 2nd Centuries. Among the things that are central to our
faith and that we find in this creed is the testimony of our faith in
the communion of saints. Creeds like the Apostles Creed or the
Nicene Creed are more intellectual expressions of belief. They are
descriptors of who we are and who we are to become.

What is this communion of saints and what does it mean for us
today? The early Christians had a deep sense that their relation-
ship with God and with Jesus was something that drew them into
a community of faith. To be a disciple of Jesus was to live and
work and pray with other disciples. In fact so strong was the
bond that drew these believers together that it did not end with
death. Their sense of being a community of believers included
those who had died and gone before them. In addition, it included
those who had not yet been born, but would be future disciples.

It is not unlike what we experience in our families. We fondly
remember our grandparents, our uncles and aunts and all those of
our family who have gone before us. We have an interest, a curi-
osity about our roots and the origins of our family. We tell many
stories of these roots. At the same time, we are excited and rejoice
when a new person enters our family, whether by a birth or a
marriage. The basis of our family relationships is a bond of love
that draws us together and allows us to identify with one another.

The communion of saints shares a similar bond. It is a commu-
nity tied together by a shared experience of God who loves us into
life, who sustains us in life and who ultimate draws us to an ever-
lasting life of love with God’s own self. We do not know how this
all takes place, but we trust in faith that the love of God never
dies, never ends and never leaves us.

Mark’s Gospel describes Jesus in a debate with some of the
authorities in the Temple (Mark 12:28-34). One of them, a scribe
asks Jesus a fundamental question: “Which commandment is the
first of all?” This is a basic question for all of us. How do we do

what is right and good? How do we
live in relationship with God who
made and sustains us in life? In re-
sponse, Jesus tells the scribe that at its heart, our relationship with
God is one of love. Our response to God’s love is to love God in
return and to do so in how we love one another. This is the bond
and the meaning of the communion of saints.

In our tradition, we celebrate two particular feasts — All Saints
and All Souls (November 1 and 2). These are celebrations of who
we are. Our community of believers, past, present and to come is
the communion of saints reaching back to the distant generations
of God’s beloved people. It regards all of the present beloved peo-
ple of God and it anticipates all who are yet to come into this
community of faith. What we express as our faith in the commun-
ion of saints is our belief that God’s love knows no limits. There
are no limits even in time. Past, present and future are all within
the circle of God’s love.

These two feastdays celebrate the communion of saints. Is it
any wonder that the day before these two feasts is Halloween
(Holy Evening)? Both of these days point to the importance of the
communion of saints for our faith. They help us to understand
that our faith is not just about a relationship of God and me. It is
God’s loving relationship with all humanity, past, present and to
come.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday read-
ings with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith forma-
tion. He can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

By Catholic Register Staff

The federal government’s policy of requiring applicants for sum-
mer jobs grants to [Canada Summer Jobs; CSJ] attest support for
abortion rights was “reasonable,” a federal court judge has ruled.

In a decision released October 22, Justice Catherine Kane dis-
missed the challenge to the attestation brought by Toronto Right
to Life, its then president Blaise Alleyne and a student.

The government had introduced its controversial attestation for
its summer jobs program in 2018, which required applicants to
endorse Charter and other rights, including abortion. After pro-
tests from religious and pro-life groups, including the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops, the government dropped the con-
troversial version of the attestation for the 2019 summer jobs pro-
gram. The new attestation simply states funds “will not be used to
undermine or restrict the exercise of rights legally protected in
Canada.”

While pro-life advocates welcomed the change in wording, court

Court rejects attestation challenge
challenges to the attestation continued amidst fears that the Lib-
eral government will bring back the attestation and apply it to more
government programs. Toronto Right to Life’s suit said the attes-
tation was an attempt “to influence or affect political speech, to
compel or censor speech, to regulate beliefs, or to discriminate
against them on the basis of their religious beliefs.”

In her ruling, Ms. Kane said the original attestation was “a rea-
sonable policy decision and within the Minister’s authority” and
“the decision to add the attestation was not made with a closed
mind, for improper purposes, or based on irrelevant considera-
tions.”

The judge said the attestation limited the applicants’ rights to
freedom of religion and protection against compelled speech, but
only minimally and only in the application for 2018 CSJ funding.

In an e-mail to Canadian Press, Mr. Alleyne said Toronto Right
to Life is “disappointed” with the ruling.

“We believe it’s a violation of our charter rights to put a values
test on a government program like that, and deny applicants on
the basis of their beliefs, rather than relevant eligibility criteria.”§
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Binding and loosing
To tell someone, with fullness of heart, ‘I love you,’ is virtually the

same as saying, ‘You shall never die. Twentieth century philosopher
Gabriel Marcel wrote those words and they echo words written five
hundred years earlier by Blessed Magdalen Panattieri, a Dominican
Tertiary, who wrote to a friend, I could not be happy in heaven if
you were not there too. Moreover, both Marcel and Panattieri echo
words spoken by Jesus two thousand years ago: Whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.

What does it mean to “bind and loose”? Among other things, it
means that as a Christians, as members of the Body of Christ, like
Jesus when he walked this earth, we have the power to dispense
God’s mercy and forgiveness and be a salvific cord that connects
others to God’s family. If someone is connected to us, she is
connected to Christ and to the community of salvation.

In previous writings, I used this example as an illustration. Im-
agine you have a child, a spouse, or a friend who is not going to
church and is indifferent or hostile to religion. She has seemingly
cut herself off from the community of faith. However, as long as
you love that person (and she doesn’t reject your love) she cannot
be lost. As long as a bond of love exists between her and you, she
is connected to the Body of Christ and to the community of salva-
tion, and this is what Gabriel Marcel meant when he says that to
say to another ‘I love you’ is to say to him or her ‘You shall never
die.’

Almost every time I have written on this, I have been challenged
on its orthodoxy (though never by a professional theologian or a
bishop). Invariably, the challenge comes in one of two ways. One
group voices this objection: How can you say this? Only Christ
has the power to do this! Ironically, that answers its own ques-
tion. It’s true, only Christ has the power to do this, but we are the
body of Christ. It’s Christ, not we, who are doing this.  A second

group objects by saying that they sim-
ply find the concept incredulous: How
can this be true? If it were true, it would
be too good to be true! But, isn’t that in
fact an apt description of the incarnation? It’s simply too good to
be true! The incarnation gives us that power and consequently,
like Blessed Magdalen Panattieri, we have the power to tell God
that our heaven needs to include a loved one.

Perhaps a more serious challenge is this. To whom exactly was
this power given? Wasn’t it given explicitly to Peter, as the Vicar of
Christ, and by extension to the institutional church in its sacramental
powers, as opposed to it being given to every sincere Christian?

A first glance at Matthew’s Gospel (chapter 16) would seem to
indicate that it was given exclusively to Peter. Here is its context:
Peter had just made a powerful confession of faith, saying to Je-
sus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” In reply,
Jesus says to him, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
community. And the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.

So are binding and loosing reserved exclusively for Peter? No,
rather through Peter it is given to the whole church and to every-
one who makes the same confession of faith he did. It’s given to
everyone who confesses that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the
Living God because it’s this confession of faith and love that makes
for “the rock” that no power, including hell itself, can prevail
against. When we make the same confession of faith Peter made,
we too become the rock, with power to bind and loose.

In making a confession of faith, we become members of the Body
of Christ and then, just as was the case with Jesus when he walked
the earth, when people touch us they are touching Christ.  Moreover,
as Jesus assures us, “whoever believes in me will perform the same
works as I do myself, and will perform even greater works.” (John
14, 12)

Love is the ultimate power within life. God is love, and in the end
there will only be love. Already at a purely human level, outside of any
faith considerations, we sense its power, as something that can ulti-
mately withstand everything. Love is the rock! This is doubly the
case when it happens inside the incarnation. Love is the rock on
which Jesus built his church. Hence, when we love someone and he
or she responds to our love, being members of Christ’s body gives us
the power to say, my heaven includes this loved one.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

Pope blesses bells that peal
proclamation of sacredness of life
By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — With the sign of the cross and a tug of a
rope, Pope Francis blessed bells for parishes in Ukraine and Ecua-
dor, praying that their peals would proclaim the sacredness of all
human life.

The one-ton bells, engraved with pro-life messages, were com-
missioned by the Polish group, "Yes to Life," which is slowly
distributing them to parishes beyond the Polish borders.

After he blessed the bells October 27, Pope Francis spoke about
them at his weekly general audience, saying he hoped they would
be "a sign of commitment to the defence of human life from con-
ception until natural death."

"May their sound proclaim to the world the 'Gospel of Life,' awaken
human consciences and recall the unborn," he said. "I entrust to your
prayers every conceived child, whose life is sacred and inviolable."

The decoration on the bells includes: an image of an ultrasound

with angels kneeling on either side; the tablets of the Ten Command-
ments, with "Thou shall not kill" in large type; a strand of DNA; and
two hands holding a heart with a quote from Blessed Jerzy Popieluszko:
"The life of a baby begins under its mother's heart."§
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Vatican extends until August initial listening phase for Synod of Bishops
By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — To ensure all Catholics have an opportunity to
share and to listen as part of the initial process leading up to the Synod
of Bishops in 2023, the Vatican has extended the local phase by more
than three months.

Pope Francis officially opened the process October 10 and bishops
were to do the same in their dioceses a week later, opening a six-
month period of prayer and discussion with the aim of involving any
Catholic who wanted to participate as well as reaching out to people
who no longer practice their faith and to the Catholic Church's ecu-
menical partners.

"During this period, we have heard, over and over again and from
many quarters, the request to extend the duration of the first phase of
the synodal process in order to provide a greater opportunity for the
people of God to have an authentic experience of listening and dia-
logue," the synod office said in a note October 29.

"Aware that a synodal church is a church that listens, considering
that this first phase is essential for this synodal path and evaluating
these requests, and always seeking the good of the church, the Ordi-
nary Council of the Synod of Bishops has decided to extend until
August 15, 2022, the deadline for the presentation of the summaries
of the consultations" by bishops' conferences and the Eastern Catho-
lic churches, it said.

In the initial process, members of parishes, dioceses, religious or-
ders and Catholic movements are asked to consider the ways in which
they currently experience the church as "synodal," that is, as a com-
munity that walks together and to suggest ways to strengthen that in
practice.

The dioceses and local groups originally were asked to send a syn-
thesis of what they heard to their bishops' conferences so that a
national summary could be prepared by April 2022. The synod office
in Rome was hoping to prepare an initial working document for the
synod by September 2022.§

Synodal process is about listening to the Holy Spirit
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

According to Catholic News Agency (CNA) reporter Joe Bukuras,
a synod is simply, “a meeting of bishops gathered to discuss a topic
of theological or pastoral significance, in order to prepare a document
of advice or counsel to the pope.”

With the preparation beginning for the Synod of Bishops 2023,
what advice or counsel is Pope Francis seeking? According to Cardi-

nal Timothy Dolan
of New York,
“[Pope Francis]
wants us to join him
in praying, listening,
discerning, examin-
ing ourselves per-
sonally, and the
Church commu-
nally, to see if we’re
truly on the path Je-
sus has set for his
beloved bride, his
mystical body, the

Church.”
In his homily for the 10th anniversary Memorial Mass for Father

Bob Bedard, founder of the Companions of the Cross, Bishop Scott
McCaig, CC,  Military Ordinariate of Canada said that Fr. Bedard
“loved the Church, because it’s the mystical body of Christ, and it’s
his beloved bride.”

With the approaching synod, each person is called to this same love
for the mystical body of Christ. Motivated by this deep love for the
Church, the synod should be approached with prayer and intention,
open to the Holy Spirit — whom the Holy Father has called the pro-
tagonist of the synod.

Each diocese around the world has been sent a series of questions,
which can be found at https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/synod-2021-
2023. These series of questions ask about community, listening, speak-
ing out, celebration, responsibility to one another, dialogue, and peo-
ple working together as people of faith. It offers opportunities for

people to reflect on their role in the mission of Jesus, what speaks to them,
what is essential in communicating the Catholic faith, and how each per-
son can help people encounter Jesus as a unified body of Christ.

These are important questions to ask, as Bishop Chrisitan Riesbeck,
CC of the Diocese of Saint John reminded parishioners in his October
19 message on the opening of the synodal process in the diocese,
“[our] mission [of being led by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel and
the Eucharist, and raising up disciples who joyfully live out the mis-
sion of proclaiming the Good News and making disciples of
others]…requires the participation of all the baptized in communion
with God and with each other, bishops, priests, religious and laity,
each according to the gifts and charisms of their vocation.” (See The
New Freeman, October 22, 2021, vol. 121, no.43, page 3.)

So how to approach this important task? In a homily on October
17, 2021, Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, archbishop of New York out-
lined six ‘non-negotiables’:

• That the energy and direction driving the Church comes from the
Holy Spirit, not ourselves.

• That as people who are in the world and not of the world, our
guiding principles come from the Gospel, revelation, and the patri-
mony of the Church’s settled teaching.

• That the principles of the innate dignity of every human person
and the inherent sacredness of all human life are the towering moral
lighthouses on our path.

• That our journey through this life back to our true and eternal
home of heaven is most effectively accomplished precisely as a jour-
ney as we walk with and accompany each other, with Jesus as our
guide, his mother and the saints, and we sinners at each other’s side.

• That on this journey we pay special attention to those at the side of
the road, especially those who are sick, weak, poor, or unable to keep
up with us.

• That our wealth only comes from faith, trust, prayer, the sacra-
ments, and God’s grace.

Cardinal Dolan went on to say that “mercy, love, invitation, humil-
ity, joy, selfless generous service, and good example are our only
tools. Never harshness, condemnation, or pride.”

Prayer is the essential starting point, and Pope Francis has encouraged
people to spend time in adoration praying for the Church and discerning

(continued on page 7)

Bishop Christian Risebeck, CC
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Vaccination is an act of love, pope says in ad campaign
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — When each individual
makes a small act of charity, like getting the
COVID-19 vaccine, every gesture added to-
gether can transform the world, Pope Francis
said in a global ad campaign.

"Being vaccinated with vaccines authorized
by the competent authorities is an act of love.
And contributing to ensure the majority of
people are vaccinated is an act of love — love
for oneself, love for one's family and friends,
love for all people," he said in a public service
announcement released in late August in
Rome.

The video message was part of a global
effort by the U.S.-based nonpartisan,
nonprofit Ad Council and the COVID Col-
laborative's It's Up To You campaign to in-
crease people's confidence in COVID-19
vaccines by reminding them that the vaccines
are safe, effective and save people's lives. The
Vatican's Dicastery for Integral Human De-
velopment also cooperated with the educa-
tional initiative.

The three-minute video in Spanish with Eng-
lish, Spanish and Portuguese subtitles features
Pope Francis and six cardinals and archbish-
ops from North and South America. Arch-
bishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, presi-
dent of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, is among them.

The It's Up To You campaign has been in-
viting "trusted messengers" to deliver "fact-
based and life-saving information to populations
hesitant about the COVID-19 vaccines, helping
them to make informed decisions for themselves

and their families," it said in a joint news release
with the Ad Council.

Lisa Sherman, president and CEO of the
Ad Council, said, "The role of trusted mes-
sengers to educate and inspire their networks
is undeniable."

"We are extremely grateful to (Pope
Francis) and the cardinals and archbishops
for lending their voices and platforms to help
people across the globe feel more confident
in the vaccines," particularly to the world's
1.3 billion Catholics, she said in the news re-
lease.

While access to vaccines is a challenge,
"confidence in the vaccines also presents a
hurdle," the news release said.

In his message, the pope said, "Thanks to
God and to the work of many, we now have
vaccines to protect us from COVID-19. They
grant us the hope of ending the pandemic,
but only if they are available to all and if we
work together."

Getting inoculated "is an act of love" for
oneself, family, friends and all people, he said.

"Love is also social and political" as these
individual "small gestures of personal char-
ity" add up, "overflowing" into something
universal that is "capable of transforming and
improving societies," he said.

"Vaccination is a simple but profound way
of promoting the common good and caring
for each other, especially the most vulner-
able," the pope said.

"I pray to God that everyone may contrib-
ute their own small grain of sand, their own
small gesture of love; no matter how small,
love is always great. Contribute with these
small gestures for a better future. God bless

VATICAN CITY — Both Pope Francis (left)
and Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI received
both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine
among the first in Vatican City in mid-
January and early February. Pope Francis
says it is an acto of love to be vaccinated.
(CNS/Vatican Media photo)

you, and thank you," he said.
Also offering messages encouraging vac-

cination were: Cardinal Carlos Aguiar Retes
of Mexico; Cardinal Óscar Rodríguez
Maradiaga of Tegucigalpa, Honduras; Cardi-
nal Cláudio Hummes, retired archbishop of
São Paulo; Cardinal Gregorio Rosa Chávez,
auxiliary bishop of San Salvador, El Salva-
dor; and Archbishop Miguel Cabrejos Vidarte
of Trujillo, Peru.

The campaign encouraged people to go to
GetVaccineAnswers.org and
DeTiDepende.org for more information and
answers to questions about the COVID-19
vaccines. §

(continued from page 6)
what these questions mean to them as they par-
ticipate in the synod.

Bishop Riesbeck has noted that, “not every
question must be answered, so long as peo-
ple are attentive to the Holy Spirit and provide
clear and honest feedback to the questions
that speak to them.”

To facilitate this listening process faithful
have been asked to meet at the parish level, to
deliberate the questions together and complete
one survey on behalf of the group. Many lay
groups and movements within the diocese
(including Couples for Christ, the Knights of
Columbus, the Catholic Women’s League,
Christian Life Community, and many more)
have been individually contacted and asked
to submit a questionnaire on behalf of their

Synodal process is about listening
group. As well, special information is being
compiled to help parishes engage youth.

Anyone who feels the group responses do
not capture their personal thoughts adequately
or who is unable to attend a group session
may complete an individual questionnaire on
the diocesan website (dioceseofsaintjohn.org).
The deadline for parishes is the end of De-
cember in order to be compiled into a sum-
mary report that is to be returned to the dio-
cese no later than January 14, 2022.

Sharing the desire of the pope, Bishop
Riesbeck has stressed the importance of prayer
as the foundation of this process.  He is encour-
aging faithful to really seek the wisdom of the
Holy Spirit especially in adoration as prepara-
tions are made to engage in this process. The
answers will not only benefit the Universal

Church but will help to inform the local Church
as it lives out its evangelization, discipleship, and
mission in the Diocese of Saint John. The goal is
to speak up — the bishop is listening.

“We are called to evangelize in a world that
is in desperate need of hearing the Good News
of Jesus Christ, but in the context of a plural-
ity of members of the body of Christ, which
enriches the Church, and that strives to re-
main united to Christ the head,” Bishop
Riesbeck said in his message for the opening
of the synod in the diocese. “Synodality indi-
cates walking together and listening, to one
another but above all, to the Holy Spirit.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Canadian aid helps a forgotten Haiti
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Since the August 14 earthquake in Haiti killed
2,200, injured 12,250, destroyed or damaged
130,000 houses and left 650,000 hungry,
homeless and needing aid, so much has hap-
pened in the world it’s safe to say the world’s
attention has been anywhere but Haiti.

The situation in the poorest country in the
Western hemisphere has been overshadowed
by so many other happenings in the world —
Iqaluit’s water system has been compro-
mised, the Taliban has retaken Afghanistan,
China has flown military sorties over Taiwan,
Hurricane Ida slammed into New Orleans, a
volcano on the Spanish island of La Palma is
still spewing ash and molten lava and
Facebook was down for six hours.

But thanks to nearly $400,000 Development
and Peace - Caritas Canada has raised on its
website and through Canada Helps, Haitians
are making their lives a little better day by day
in the rural communities of Les Cayes,
Maniche, St. Louis du Sud and Cavaillon.

Development and Peace’s Haiti plans are
“ever evolving,” said the Catholic development
agency’s program officer for Latin America

Mary Durran.
“Our post-earthquake response is able to

carry out operations quite satisfactorily, de-
spite the current situation,” Ms. Durran told
The Catholic Register.

That current situation includes political un-
certainty in the wake of President Jovenal
Moise’s July 7 assassination. There are also
criminal gangs who have taken control of
important roads that connect parts of the
mountainous, island country to each other.

One of those gangs is responsible for the
abduction of 17 missionaries from Christian
Aid Ministries, including a Canadian, over the
October 16-17 weekend.

Politics in Haiti was already a mess before
Moise was killed. The assassination “com-
pounded the political crisis, and the earthquake
was the final straw,” Ms. Durran said. “De-
spite all that, our partners are still working
and advancing with their work.”

Gang control of the road from Jeremie to
Port au Prince has been a major obstacle, said
Chalice’s senior international manager
MaryAnne McKinnon.

“The highway from Port au Prince to
Jeremie has been cut off for a long time and
it’s just too dangerous for people to travel,”

Ms. McKinnon said. “In terms of movement
of people, goods and supplies it’s almost im-
possible at times. When you’re responding to
a major disaster like this, and you’re trying to
move things, it’s very, very difficult.”

Chaos of all kinds makes getting winter
crops in the ground and erecting new houses
harder, said Ms. Durran.

“Trips to Port-au-Prince are more or less im-
possible and they have had to rely on local pur-
chases for equipment, food and seeds,” she said.

Development and Peace’s primary partner on
the rebuilding side of the operation is ITECA
(Institut de Technologie et d’Animation). Caritas
Haiti is the primary partner on the humanitarian
side providing immediate relief.

ITECA had Development and Peace’s sup-
port when it built new houses for people left
homeless after the 2010 earthquake. That ex-
perience is helping get shovels in the ground
quicker this time.

Caritas Haiti has distributed food and the
basics, from toilet paper to cooking utensils,
to 1,400 vulnerable, poor families — over
10,000 people.

Chalice is channeling its disaster funds into
building 23 temporary classrooms — cement

(continued on page 9)

Plenary Indulgences extended for month of November
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN— For the second year, the
Apostolic Penitentiary has extended the Ple-
nary Indulgences for the deceased faithful for
the month of November 2021.

This is a response to the desire expressed
by many faithful to participate in this indul-
gence under the current restrictions of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Having listened to the various pleas recently
received from various sacred pastors of the
church, due to the continuing state of the
pandemic, confirms and extends for the en-
tire month of November 2021 all the spiritual
benefits already granted on 22 October 2020,
through the Decree Protocol No. 791/20/I
with which, due to the ‘Covid-19’ pandemic,
the Plenary Indulgences for the deceased
faithful were extended for the entire month
of November 2020,” wrote Cardinal Mauro
Piacenza, major penitentiary of the Apostolic
Penitentiary October 27, 2021.
In order to avoid gatherings that may be for-
bidden, the decree grants that:

a. the Plenary Indulgence for those who
visit a cemetery and pray for the deceased,

even if only mentally, normally established
only for the individual days from 1 to 8 No-
vember, may be transferred to other days of
the same month, until its end. These days,
freely chosen by the individual faithful, may
also be separate from each other; and

b. the Plenary Indulgence of 2 November,
established on the occasion of the Commemo-
ration of all the deceased faithful for those
who piously visit a church or oratory and re-
cite the “Our Father” and the “Creed” there,
may be transferred not only to the preceding
or following Sunday or to the day of the So-
lemnity of All Saints, but also to another day
of the month of November, freely chosen by
the individual faithful.

Those unable to leave their homes due to pan-
demic restrictions, health or other serious rea-
sons, may still obtain the Plenary Indulgence by:

• Joining spiritually with all the other faith-
ful, completely detached from sin and with
the intention of complying as soon as possi-
ble with the three usual conditions (sacramen-
tal confession, Eucharistic communion and
prayer according to the pope’s intentions);

• Reciting pious prayers for the deceased
before an image of Jesus or the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, for the deceased (for example,

Lauds and Vespers of the Office of the Dead,
the Marian Rosary, the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, other prayers for the deceased dear-
est to the faithful);

• Reading and contemplating on of one of
the Gospel passages proposed by the liturgy
for the deceased; or

• Performing a work of mercy by offering
to God the sorrows and hardships of their
own lives.

The decree goes on to indicate that, “for an
easier attainment of divine grace through pasto-
ral charity, this Penitentiary earnestly prays that
all priests with the appropriate faculties may of-
fer themselves with particular generosity to the
celebration of the Sacrament of Penance and
administer Holy Communion to the sick.”

To allow the opportunity for faithful to pray
for souls suffering, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John,
celebrated a Commemoration Service of the
Faithful Departed at Saint Joseph’s Cemetery
on All Soul’s Day, Tuesday, November 2,
2021.  People participated in a short liturgy.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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November Prayer for Priests 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
Names with a 
star * are those 
that are retired. 

All Saints Day 1 

Pope Francis 
2 

Benedict XVI, 
Roman Pontiff 
Emeritus 

3 
Bishop 
Christian 
Riesbeck, CC 
 

(Rosary for Priests) 

4 
Bishop 
Emeritus 
Robert Harris* 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

5 
Bishop 
Emeritus J. 
Edward Troy* 

6 
St. Joseph s 
(SJ)  2-3 pm 
Benediction & 
Confession 

7 
St. Rose of 
Lima 1-2 pm 

8 
Rev. Msgr. 
Brian 
Henneberry 
Vicar General 

9 
For all priests 
who have 
served our 
diocese. 

10 
Rev.  
Aloo Peter 
Chimaobi, 
SMMM 
 

(Rosary for Priests) 

11 
Rev.  
Arockia Dass 
Chinnappan, 
HGN 

(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

12 
Rev.  
Joseph 
Cochrane* 

13 
St. Joseph s 
(SJ)  2-3 pm 
Benediction & 
Confession 

14 
St. Rose of 
Lima 1-2 pm 
 

16 
Rev.  
Leon 
Creamer* 

16 
Rev. 
Claude 
Daigle* 
 

17 
Rev.  
Joseph Daley* 

 
(Rosary for Priests) 

18 
Rev.  
Anthony Dass 
Papu, HGN 

 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

19 
Rev. 
Maria 
Arokiam 
Chinnappan 

20 
Stella Maris 
(SJ)  2-3 pm 
Benediction & 
Confession  

 Christ the King 21 
St. Rose of 
Lima 1-2 pm 

22 
Rev.  
Vincent 
Donovan* 

23 
Rev.  
Paul Doucet 

24 
Rev.  
Paul Erzoah-
Bebodu 
 (Rosary for Priest) 

25 
Rev. 
Anthony 
Ekpe, SMMM 

(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

26 
Rev.   
Thomas 
Fowler* 

27 
Stella Maris 
(SJ)  2-3 pm 
Benediction & 
Confession 

28 
St. François-
de-Sales 
1:30-2:30 pm 
Benediction & 
Confession 

29 
Rev. 
John Fraser* 

30 
Rev. 
David Fulton 

Weekly exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament:   
Holy Redeemer (St. Pius X), Saint John:                            Monday, 3-4 pm                 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John:    Tuesday, 2-3pm 
St. George, St. George:                                                          Tuesday, 9:30-10:30 am; mass at  am 
St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln:                                               Wednesday, 8-9am 
St. John the Baptist, Woodstock:                                          Wednesday, 8-9am 

                                                       Thursday, 7-8pm 
St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto:                                            Friday, 8am (except first Fridays) 
St. François-de-Sales, Saint John:                                         Friday, 6:30-7:30pm 
Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour:                                               First Friday, 9am with mass at 10am 
Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour:                                               Saturday, 9am with mass at 10am 
Our Lady of Fatima, Fredericton:                                        Saturday, 1-2 pm 

(continued from page 8)
pads and tents that protect teachers and students from the elements.

Longer term, Chalice plans to rebuild
schools, which were the priority iden-
tified by parents who are part of family
circles Chalice has organized in the
area. Ms. McKinnon estimates that an
elementary school can be built for as
little as $200,000 in Haiti.

But Chalice’s support goes beyond
just the money.

“Our international operations man-
ager for Haiti has been in daily contact
with our site director, Brother Marcelin
(Henri) at that site since the earthquake
took place — every single day,” said
Ms. McKinnon. “And we’re praying for
them. They really feel that we’re there
with them.”

The Development and Peace and
Chalice contributions are small in the con-
text of the $187.3 million the United Na-
tions says is needed to stabilize Haiti, but
they’re getting a bang for their buck by
holding communities together, putting
families in viable homes, giving kids a fu-
ture and supporting local agriculture.§

A forgotten Haiti

Love of God and love of neighbour are inseparable
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — In his homily of October 31, Bishop Riesbeck,
CC, of the Diocese of Saint John began by asking, “what does it
mean to really love God? To really love our neighbour?”

The pandemic has taken a toll on the people of God. But as the
struggles to protect the common good continue, following the teach-
ings of the Church with love for neighbour and respect for con-
science, it is important to remember Jesus’ commandment “to love
our neighbour as ourselves.”

Bishop Riesbeck reminded the faithful at the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Saint John that this love springs forth from
an encounter with God’s love for each person. “The experience of
God’s love makes us want to love God in return, and also to express
that love concretely through our love of neighbour.”

He challenged people to push past their feelings and to love even
those who are found difficult to love. The bishop said that “not loving
those who we don’t feel like loving is contrary to God’s word, and it puts
limits on what God can do in and through us. Jesus is very clear that
loving our neighbour is a commandment that flows from the first — we
can’t say we love God, and then turn around and not love our neighbour.”

He noted that Christian love is about sacrifice, “dying to self, look-
ing to the needs of the other person before my own.” And he recalled
the words of Saint Paul in 1 Corinthians, “love is patient and kind, it’s
not jealous nor rude, it does not seek its own interests, it’s not quick-
tempered, it endures all things, it never fails.”

“The ability to love God and reflect that love through our love of
our neighbour in the way God wants us to is only possible with his
grace — in any relationship,” he said. “It’s not easy, but it’s what is
commanded of us if we are to grow in sanctity and holiness. We
can’t just love the people that we get along with. If my love for
someone is based on how they treat me, on what they think of me, on

what they do for me, or whatever human qualities they may have that
I especially appreciate, then we can be sure that this is not divine love
but merely human love.”

Bishop Riesbeck continued saying that, “as we come to know God
and his intimate love for us, we learn to love our neighbour not just
with our feelings but from the perspective of Jesus Christ.” He re-
called the words of Pope Benedict, “Seeing with the eyes of Christ I
can give to others much more than their outward necessities. I can
give them the look of love which they crave.”

“Our frequent participation in and reception of Jesus in the Eucha-
rist brings us into communion with him who is love and impels us to
share that love with others as we are sent out to be missionary disciples to
transform the world and bring about a culture of life and love,” Bishop
Riesbeck said. “First we need to encounter and re-encounter the Lord.
And then it won’t be so much a commandment for us to love God and
love our neighbour but a deep desire that freely springs forth from the very
depths of our souls and manifests itself as divine love.”

He concluded by encouraging people to spend time in prayer and
reading scripture, and receiving the Sacraments, especially the Eucha-
rist and confession. “Let’s strive to build people up, affirm them,
forgive those who hurt us. Let’s work for the unity of the Body of
Christ rather than division, respecting each others’ views and deci-
sions based on conscience rights and our own personal health and the
health of others. And let’s witness to the presence of Jesus in our
lives and tell others about Jesus.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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The Catholic Picasso
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

When Pablo Picasso said “The purpose of art is washing the dust
of daily life off our souls,” it wasn’t a casual remark. Picasso thought
a lot about his own soul, the soul of the Spanish nation, the soul of
20th-century modern art, and he thought about it in very Catholic
terms.

“Picasso is a Spaniard and a Catholic. One must recognize that.
It is undeniable. It is central to his formation as a human being,”
said Art Gallery of Ontario curator Kenneth Brummel.

On now to January 16, Mr. Brummel is presenting a major exhi-
bition of Picasso’s early, blue period paintings under the title “Pi-
casso: Painting the Blue Period.” The exhibition presents, as one
of the keys to understanding what this master of modernism was
doing from 1901 to 1903, two paintings by the Greek-born Span-

ish Counter-Reformation painter
El Greco. These two late 16th-
and early 17th-century paintings
— Penitent Magdalene With The
Cross and Tears of St. Peter —
were central to the teenaged Pi-
casso’s formation as an artist.
The young artist saw himself as
heir to El Greco both in terms of
artistic virtuosity and his claim on
the Spanish Catholic imagination.
Both paintings once belonged to

Picasso’s mentor Santiago
Rusiñol, founder of Catalan
modernisme. When a friend ac-
quired the paintings in Paris for
Rusiñol, the painter had them en-
throned and then paraded through

the streets of Barcelona. They were treated as icons, worthy of
devotion. Catalan painters made pilgrimages to Rusiñol’s home to
see them.

In his late teens and 20s, Picasso was naturally drawn to Catho-
lic subjects.

“This is a young boy whose first exposure to painting was El
Greco and the Prado (Museum in Madrid),” points out Mr.
Brummel. “You think of the Prado and you think of what you see
in the Prado. Well, you see a lot of things. You see a lot of Christs;
you see a lot of Virgin Marys. He grew up with this long, Spanish
tradition of religious painting — Counter-Reformation Catholic
painting with pathos on full display.”

After visiting the Saint-Lazarre hospital in Paris, where he was
himself penniless after a failed exhibition, then returning home to
Barcelona and seeing a sudden increase of homeless on the streets,
Picasso turned his artistic eye to the fate of the poor — particular
poor, single women reduced to begging or working for less-than-
subsistence wages.

“Even within anarchist circles in Barcelona, very leftist agita-
tors and thinkers and writers — they did invoke Catholicism as a
justification for social justice,” said Mr. Brummel.

So when Picasso decided to paint a homeless beggarwoman
crouching in the street, he naturally drew on El Greco’s very Catho-
lic image of a penitent Mary Magdalene. El Greco’s painting was

steeped in the false legend of Mary Magdalene as a reformed pros-
titute. For Catalan Catholics at that time, Mary Magdalene’s story
stood at the crossroads of the sacred and the profane — a fallen
woman who hungers for God.

“In the popular imagination, in the population of Barcelona in
the 1890s and the aughts of the 20th century, the content of this
painting mattered,” said Mr. Brummel.

In Crouching Beggarwoman, Picasso borrows the bowed head,
narrow silhouette and atmosphere of longing and regret from El
Greco’s painting of the Penitent Magdalene. Picasso echoes El
Greco’s colour choices and casts the figure of the woman against
a near-abstract bed of colours.

He was urging his Catalan, Catholic audience to make the con-
nection, said Mr. Brummel. In all his paintings of poor, homeless
women, he wanted viewers “to regard these downtrodden women
as saints, as figures worthy of reverence, as almost devotional
figures in front of which one would meditate and maybe contem-
plate on one’s own actions,” Brummel said.

Picasso’s attention to women throughout 1901 and 1902 is im-
possible to miss.

But it was something he shared with other painters concerned
with social justice.

“Those who wanted to redress issues of class and inequality,
those who wanted to have viewers of art focus on issues of pov-
erty, (for them) the single woman — it is, I would have to say, a
poignant trope when you think of single women saddled with chil-
dren, having to work, living in poverty. It’s a universal, allegorical
image that anyone can relate to,” Mr. Brummel said.

After two years of concentrating on women, Picasso in 1903
turns to painting men — specifically veterans returned from the
Spanish-American War, many blind and otherwise maimed. Though
still generations away from recognizing post-traumatic stress syn-
drome, Picasso understood that these men had been ruined for life
by one of the earliest examples of industrial-scale warfare.

El Greco’s Tears of St. Peter becomes the young artist’s source.
“He uses El Greco to try to create a pathos around these blind

men, these maimed men, so that you as a spectator don’t just
empathize with them, but I think also become indignant on their
behalf,” said Mr. Brummel.

For Picasso and the generation of young artists surrounding
him in Barcelona and Paris, Catholic culture was always at hand
to provide a visual language for their concerns.

“These were extremely progressive Catholics, who used their
beliefs as a justification for thinking about social justice and for
redressing the ills of industrial society,” Mr. Brummel said.

Fast forward a couple decades and the progressive Catholics
lost out to Generalisimo Francisco Franco and the fascists, who
declared a culture war on modern art and artists. An increasingly
rigid and reactionary Church in Spain went along with them. For
Picasso, who imbued his faith with art and his art with faith, this was
a horror.

“When you believe in the power of art and its autonomy, and you
think that art is capable of enacting social change, and you are almost
asking people to worship a painting because you believe it has power,
there is a certain belief system that is very similar to religion,” said Mr.
Brummel. “As a modernist, which is what Picasso is above anything
else, I think the interdiction against abstract forms by fascist govern-
ments in the 1930s was an assault on his being.”§

Pablo Picasso, 1962
(Wikipedia image)
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Death has been largely ‘out of sight’ during pandemic
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

As restaurants, theatres and stadiums open up again, and as daily
COVID case counts generally diminish across most of the country,
the Canadian Grief Alliance estimates that as many as 4.5 million of us
are grieving one or more of nearly half-a-million deaths we have ex-
perienced in the last 20 months, nearly 29,000 of them directly from
COVID.

For most, there was little chance to say goodbye to loved ones who
died. Funerals were strictly limited by health regulations designed to
curb the spread of COVID, with only the closest family members
able to attend any kind of service. Even today, with loosened restric-
tions, capacity levels at funerals are nowhere near what they were
prior to the pandemic. In the Archdiocese of Toronto, distancing regu-
lations mean funerals are at about 25-per-cent capacity.

“Most of those deaths have been out of sight. Family members
weren’t allowed to be there. We didn’t have funerals or rituals that we
normally would have,” said King’s University College professor of
thanatology Darcy Harris. “You are touched by death, but at the
same time you are not. You’re touched by the loss of a loved one,
but you weren’t there to do the vigil or be with them in their final
moments.”

The alliance calls it a “shadow pandemic” of grief.
Which means that this year’s All Souls Day (November 2) and

the month of prayers for the dead that follows is never more needed.
“There’s a need for grief support that hasn’t been seen before in

Canada,” Ms. Harris said. “For people who are Catholic, there are
rituals that do bring comfort and do provide meaning to events. …
To come together and recognize that I’m not just alone in this
grief — that there are others here and I am in the presence of
God, even as my loved one is gone. And to make sense of that.”

But theology professor David Deane worries that Catholics might
not be able to make sense of it. He believes Catholics have lost a
clear sense of what death and dying really mean. Catholics once
had “a sense of reality as encompassing the afterlife, as encom-
passing life as a journey in a particular direction,” he said. But in a
consumerist, capitalist and technologically-driven culture, none of that
Catholic talk about the beatific vision, a good death or the journey to
Heaven computes.

“Our lack of focus on death, our loss of the ability to understand
death in coherently Catholic ways, robs us of our capacity to see
reality for what it is,” Mr. Deane said. “It also makes us — to use
Marx’s terms — lackeys and lickspittles of capitalism.”

Capitalism, as experienced on Amazon.ca or at the mall, teaches us
that the point of life is to project our personal power and status through
the things and experiences we can buy. We build up our consumer
selves while we are young, working and earning. The part of our
lives spent growing older, frailer and more vulnerable and then finally
dying is just the leftover bit of life that has no point in a culture shaped
by capitalism.

“So we get our old people and put them as far away as possible. We
sequester them, because they are signs that our modern, technologi-
cal idea that we can fix everything with technology — they disprove
that. They say, ‘No, age and suffering and death can’t be cured by
technology,’ ” said Mr. Deane, an Atlantic School of Theology pro-
fessor. “Their witness to that scares us, so we take them off our TV
screens and we take them off our laptops and our YouTube.”

Living as if there were no death is dangerous, because it divorces
us from a larger reality. The so-called realists among us believe that
the real consists solely of the here and now, and that what’s real is
just the narrow sliver of reality we can experience while we are alive.
“Thinking about the notion of eternity and the notion of reality as
more than can be commodified, as more than can be categorized into
the scientific, capitalist structures of the here and now, that can really
liberate us,” Mr. Deane said.

Capitalism and medical technology drive our modern ways of de-
nying death, said Ms. Harris.

“Once penicillin was discovered and we started having curative
surgeries, we really went from a more existential, philosophical
view of life to one that was very scientifically and medically ori-
ented,” she said. “Capitalism does have some play in this, quite a
bit, because we value people who are functional. We value people
who are producing and who are not taking resources. There’s an
attitude about that.”

Putting names into an urn by the altar or writing them in a book
of the dead, to be prayed over throughout November, won’t change
the world. But it might change our relationship with the world.

“What has been absent (during COVID) is the ability to perform
ritual. Rituals really attach meaning to difficult events. The death
of a loved one is certainly a very difficult experience made even
more so by conditions of COVID,” said Ms. Harris. “If you weren’t
able to have a real funeral or celebrate a funeral mass, maybe this
might be a time when you actually can acknowledge the grief,
now that we’re able to come together more — to actually have a
ritual that provides a sense of reflection and meaning that just
wasn’t possible during the height of the pandemic.”

“There’s an absolute reservoir of opportunities to do radical things
around All Souls,” said Mr. Deane. “Simply to contemplate and to
think unthinkable thoughts.”

For Mr. Deane All Souls is closely paralleled by Easter.
“In the same way that we take things like the Resurrection and

Easter, and we say now that the goal is to try to let Easter bleed
into our daily lives, so too with All Souls,” said Mr. Deane. “So
too we have to realize the nature of reality, the nature of what
we’re here for, the nature of the good and the nature of human
vulnerability.”

The Canadian Grief Alliance doesn’t think Canadians should have
to face this mountain of grief alone. One recent U.S. study of 831
adults who lost a close relative to COVID-19 found 66 per cent were
suffering a level of grief that could be described as “dysfunctional,”
leaving them unable to perform everyday tasks, at risk of drug and
alcohol abuse and sometimes considering suicide.

The alliance’s lobbying for federal government support for grieving
Canadians produced a commitment to public education on grief in the
2021 Throne Speech, but no actual funding commitment.

“We don’t know what that looks like yet, but it’s an important first
step,” said Virtual Hospice executive director and Canadian Grief Al-
liance spokesperson Shelly Cory.

Whatever happens with the government commitment, Catholics
will find support in their parishes. For Mr. Deane, All Souls is a chance
to say no to a shallow, artificial life filled with plastic goods and digital
images engineered to soothe away our real sorrows and fears.

“All Souls gives us an opportunity to experience some of that rebel-
lion and to realize in all of its forms that reality isn’t this plastic, capi-
talist world that you’re living in. Reality is more than this,” he said.§
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Seventh Annual Christmas Drawing Contest 2021
The New Freeman is hosting its seventh annual children’s Christmas drawing contest!

The winning entry in each of three categories will receive a $50 gift certificate.
The winning drawings will be published in The New Freeman’s Christmas issue.

Contest Rules:

• The contest is open to children enrolled in Grades 1-8.

• One entry per child.

• One prize will be awarded to the top entry in each of these categories:  Grades
7-8, Grades 4-6 and Grades 1-3.

• Entries must be original, in colour, drawn or painted on an 8.5" x 11" page, and
illustrate some aspect of the birth of Jesus at the first Christmas in Bethlehem,
depicting the true meaning of Christmas — please, no Santas or reindeers.

• For electronic submissions: minimum resolution 300dpi, in jpeg or PDF format.

• All entries must include the entry form (below) and signature of a parent or guardian.

• Entries become the property of The New Freeman.

• Entries may be mailed, delivered or sent electronically.

• Electronic submissions can be sent to tnf@nb.aibn.com.

• Judges’ decisions are final; entries may be published in The New Freeman at the editor’s discretion.

• Submission deadline is noon December 10,  2021.

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________  Prov _______  Postal Code ____________

Phone number_____________________________________    Grade _______   Age _____

The undersigned is a parent or guardian of the child identified on this entry form.
I consent to my child’s participation in this contest and I agree to abide by the Contest Rules.

_______________________________ ______________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Parent/Guardian Name (please print)

November 7, 2021
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: 1 Kings 17.10-16
The widow made a little cake and brought it to Elijah.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 146.6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10 (R.1)
R. Praise the Lord, O my soul!

Second Reading:   Hebrews 9.24-28
Christ appeared once for all

to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.

Gospel: Mark 12.238-44
The poor widow has put in more than all the rest.

Sunday’s Liturgy

Please send entries to:
Christmas Contest, The New Freeman

One Bayard Drive, Saint John, NB E2L 3L5
Or email tnf@nb.aibn.com


