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Three new books, Let Us Dream, Our
Mother Earth and Letters of
Tribulation, by Pope Francis,  the
spiritual leader of over 1 billion
Catholics and a worldwide leader,
provide guidance and encouragement
for readers. Story page 11. (CNS photo/
courtesy Simon and Schuster)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis (above)
holds the monstrance during
eucharistic benediction at the end of
his morning Mass March 20, 2020, in
the chapel of the Domus Sanctae
Marthae at the Vatican. Parishes in all
regions of the Diocese of Saint John —
Fredericton, Miramichi and Saint John
— have responded to Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC’s request to offer at least
one hour of adoration each week. (CNS
photo/Vatican Media)

Lenten alms-giving to Canada’s
Catholic international development
agency is getting turbo-charged by
religious orders. So far nine religious
communities have committed to
matching funds for Development and
Peace’s Share Lent campaign (image
left). Story page 7.
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New FreemanThe
Push on to pray million rosaries for peace
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

A team of more than 20 young Catholic ambassadors is working
feverishly to rouse believers of Christ young and old across the
world to participate in a global mission to pray the Hail Mary one
million times by Easter Sunday.

The Misión Rosario (Mission Rosary) campaign launched on
December 8, the Feast day of the Immaculate Conception of Mary,
and will conclude April 4. As of February 12, 439,332 completed
rosaries have been tabulated on the misionrosario.com live tracker.

Chileans are currently the leading nation of this campaign as
125,289 from that nation have prayed the rosary and added it to the
tally to date. Mexico and Puerto Rico round out the top three with
totals of 50,065 and 48,185 respectively.

Ana Rivera, a 24-year-old from Hamilton, ON, is the Canadian
ambassador for this worldwide endeavour. The psychology major
at McMaster University has thus far rallied Canadians to contribute
3,889 rosaries to Misión Rosario 2021. She is striving for a Cana-
dian target of 10,000 by the campaign’s end.

“We want to attain as much reach as possible. I’ve contacted
bishops, parishes, youth groups, campuses and newspapers to try and get the word out,” said
Ms. Rivera.

This hustle, while demanding, is a worthwhile enterprise for Rivera to pursue because she
values this one million rosary campaign as a global prayer for “peace and freedom in the
Americas.”

“I think it was around when the Black Lives Matter movement broke out (in the summer),”
said Ms. Rivera. “This is when we saw a lot of hate going on, not even with the cause, but we
saw people go into stores and committing vandalism. We also saw people in other countries
echo the example of Americans by committing acts of violence and vandalism against the
Church.”

Ms. Rivera says her involvement in this effort is “God sent” as she randomly came across
a Catholic Instagram account called “la puerta de los vecinos,” Spanish for “The Neighbour’s
Door.” She increasingly became involved in the prayer
groups and liturgy hours orchestrated by the account.

One of the Chilean members of a Zoom prayer group
Ms. Rivera participated in, Chiara Barchiesi, proposed the
notion of a rosary campaign.

“She was like, ‘what can we do as Catholics. We can’t
be indifferent,’” recalled Ms. Rivera. “She remembered
the apparitions from Mary who encouraged all of us to
pray the rosary every day if we want world peace.”

Lent, which launched on Ash Wednesday, represents
an ideal season to incorporate 30 minutes of rosary into
your daily routine, said Ms. Rivera.

“It is not easy to pray the rosary every day because it is
a commitment, but I do think since there is already a
mission going on, why not join in? Don’t make it just a
Lenten promise, but make it a yearly promise to put some
time aside to pray the rosary.

Ms. Rivera says that praying the rosary communally
helps heighten the impact of offering these prayers to
Heaven. She encourages Catholics to join her for a daily
Zoom rosary gathering at 9 pm ET at tinyurl.com/
1ablzgcc. (You can also visit https://catholify.com/praymo/
to network with live prayer groups).

Upon completing a rosary, people are invited to log it
into the tracker at missionrosario.com/us§.

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, bishop of the Diocese of Saint
John, had some exciting news for parishioners
at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
(Immaculate Conception Parish) in Saint John
following his mass this past Sunday.

“You’ve probably heard, those of you who
are New Brunswick faithful that we only have
a handful of active COVID-19 cases in the
whole diocese, so things are opening up a
little bit more,” Bishop Riesbeck told those
assembled, as well as faithful viewing via
livestream. “The government has announced
that we’ll be moving to the yellow phase as
of midnight on March 7.”

The announcement was made via press re-
lease from the Office of the Premier of New
Brunswick on Friday, February 26. It stressed
that the move to yellow level is dependent
upon cases continuing to decline and outlined
several changes to the previous yellow level
guidelines, including an increase to 15 per-
sonal contacts (steady 15), and indoor gath-
erings to 50% capacity with physical distanc-
ing.  (The complete list of yellow level guide-
lines is available at https://www2.gnb.ca/con-
tent/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19/
recovery.html#yellow).

“As of March 8, we’ll be able to open up
our churches to 50% capacity for all our re-
gions — Miramichi, Fredericton and Saint
John, so that’s good news,” Bishop Riesbeck
said. After more than a month in either the
orange or red levels (with caps of 50 and 10
parishioners respectively), this is welcomed
news for the faithful of the Diocese of Saint
John.

Under yellow level guidelines faith venues
can continue to be open as long as two metre
of distance is maintained between people out-
side of their household or Steady 15 at a maxi-
mum of 50% of the venue, and everyone is
wearing a mask. Parishioners will also be
permitted to sing — a practice that was not
allowed in the orange or red levels — so long
as masks are worn, and two metres of dis-
tance are in place. With the solemnity of Easter
approaching this is indeed joyous news, as it
will allow faithful to enter more deeply into
these important masses.

“More guidelines will be issued in the com-
ing days in our diocese to help us implement
the next phase,” Bishop Riesbeck said.  For
the latest diocesan protocols visit
www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Diocese anticipates move to yellow

Parishes offering more opportunities for Eucharistic adoration
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Parishes in all regions of
the Diocese of Saint John — Fredericton,
Miramichi and Saint John — have responded
to Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC’s request
to offer at least one hour of adoration each
week.

During his homily for the Feast of the
Transfiguration, August 6, 2020, Bishop
Riesbeck said that, “one of the best mountain
top transfiguration experiences can occur in
current prayer, especially before the Blessed
Sacrament and the tabernacle in adoration.
God gives us glimpses of his glory to remind
us that even now he’s alive.” It is a privilege
to spend time with the true presence of the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and by the
generous response of pastors and lay faithful
this devotion is now available in all regions
nearly every day of the week.

Seminarian David Rioux, who said that Our
Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Saint John
increased their offering of adoration from

monthly to weekly, prepared a bulletin an-
nouncement about adoration for those parish-
ioners who might not be familiar with this
devotion. “In the Holy Hour of Adoration with
Benediction, we are united with Christ’s pres-
ence in a special way. Christ himself blesses

us through his risen body,” he said. “The host
is exposed for our adoration in presence and
prayer.

Life Teen — a ministry of the National Evan-
gelization Team, or NET — offers a begin-
ner’s guide to adoration on their website,
www.lifeteen.com/blog/a-beginners-guide-to-
adoration/.  In it they suggest five ways for
beginners to be successful in adoration: be
patient, bring scripture, pray the rosary, lis-
ten to praise and worship music, and be okay
with silence. “Go to adoration, even if it’s just
for 5 minutes,” Caitlin Sica writes. “Jesus
desires to be with you, to have you gaze upon
him, as he so lovingly gazes upon you.”

Mother Teresa (St. Teresa of Calcutta) had
a deep devotion to Eucharistic adoration and
insisted on daily holy hours for her Missionary
of Charity Sisters to sustain their missionary
outreach. “Unless we have Jesus, we cannot
give him; that is why we need the Eucharist,”
she said. “Spend as much time as possible in
front of the Blessed Sacrament and he will fill
you with His strength and his power.”

In the season of Lent when many people
adopt new prayer practices, adoration is the
perfect way to slow down and grow in inti-
macy with the Lord. Bishop Riesbeck says
that Jesus reveals himself to us “especially
the Eucharist, as he shares his own body and
blood with us, and he is present to us mani-
festing his glory in the midst of our trials.”

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is cur-
rently being offered in many parishes through-
out the diocese. Contact individual parishes
for details.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John preaches at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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Transfigured and transformed:
a vision of hope

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. There he was transfigured before
them....

On the vigil of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi (3 Oct 2020), Pope
Francis published the encyclical Fratelli tutti (Brothers and Sisters
All).  It is a simple, straight forward presentation of the vision of St.
Francis, but also of the overall vision of Pope Francis. It is the dream
of God expressed at the outset of the Old Testament, in the poetic
account of creation: “God saw all that had been made, and indeed it
was very good.” (Gen.1:31).  It is also the vision related at the end of
the final book of our Scriptures, the Book of Revelation: “I saw a new
heaven and a new earth;… ‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them as their God, they will be God’s people’”
(Rev.21:1-3).

The whole message and mission of Jesus words and works is the
expression of this vision. Francis of Assisi lived and expressed in the
13th century. The early Christian communities sensed it in their faith
in Jesus as the incarnation of God among them. The vision is one of
hope, in God’s transforming love for all humanity and all of creation.

Every year on the Second Sunday of Lent we listen to the story of
the transfiguration. This year we hear the account as told by the
Gospel writer Mark (Mk 9:2-10). Transfiguration is not a common
word for us, but it does describe something that is quite often part of
our experience. Transfiguration expresses change, transformation.
It leads us to see things differently. On that “high mountain apart, by
themselves” those three disciples saw Jesus differently. They had a
glimpse of who Jesus is.

It is a story of vision in several ways. Peter and James and John
have a vision. They glimpse Jesus in radiant light, expressing the
presence of God in their midst. He is accompanied by the prophet
Elijah and by Moses who led God’s People into covenant with God

and brought them from slavery to lib-
eration. These were the twin pillars of
the faith of Israel in God — the law
and the prophets. The vision of Peter,
James and John now brought them to see this faith fulfilled in Jesus.

The transfiguration is not only about Jesus. The vision is also about
the disciples and their mission. And it is about us, about how we live and
how we stand in hope. It is about our own transformation and becoming.
Whether we realize it or not, following in the steps of Jesus and blessed
with the Spirit, we are meant to transfigure the earth, all creation. Ours is
a call to bring hope to all peoples, to bring life out of suffering and death,
liberation out of bondage and injustice, healing out of division and hurt.
Such is a world transformed, transfigured.

Pope Francis sees this as the common dream of all humanity. He
expresses it this way: “How important it is to dream together… By
ourselves, we risk seeing mirages, things that are not there. Dreams,
on the other hand, are built together. Let us dream then, as a single
human family, as fellow travellers sharing the same flesh, as children
of the same earth which is our common home, each of us bringing
the richness of [our] beliefs and convictions, each of us with [our]
own voice, brothers and sisters all (Fratelli tutti 8).

This Lent, what can I do to build this shared dream in little ways?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories:
God and us

Father JOHN JENNINGS

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

VATICAN CITY — On February 27, 2021, Cardinal Leonardo
Sandri, the prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches,
celebrated Holy Mass for the feast of St. Gregory Narek in St. Pe-
ter’s Basilica. The mass was followed by an Ecumenical Prayer at the
statue of St. Gregory of Narek, which was blessed by Pope Francis
in the Vatican Gardens in 2018. This was presided at by Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian, the representative of the Armenian Apostolic Church
in Rome, in the presence of Cardinal Kurt Koch, the president of the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. (Vatican News)

A mystical saint who was both a poet, monk and theologian, St.
Gregory of Narek was made a doctor of the church by Pope Francis
in 2015. Born in the mid-900’s, this Armenian saint is best known for
his Book of Lamentations — a major piece of mystical literature. In
this work readers glimpse the spirituality of this saint, who wrote:
“Through his strength I wait with certain expectation believing with
unwavering hope that…I shall be saved by the Lord’s mighty hand
and… that I will see the Lord himself in his mercy and compassion
and receive the legacy of heaven.”

In the decree inscribing the celebration of St. Gregory of Narek in

the General Roman Calendar, February 2, 2021, Cardinal Robert Sarah,
prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship wrote that the “link
between holiness and understanding things divine and also human
shines out in a very special way in those who have been given the title

(continued on page 5)

Monastery of Narek, where St. Gregory of Narek was based
throughout his life (circa 1900). His chapel-mausoleum was
located inside the monastery walls before it was destroyed in
the mid-20th century. (Public domain image)

Promoting Christian unity
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

An invitation to something higher
In 1986, Czechoslovakian novelist Ivan Klima published a series of

autobiographical essays entitled, My First Loves. These essays describe
some of his moral struggles as a young agnostic seeking for answers
without any explicit moral framework within which to frame those strug-
gles. He’s a young man, full of sexual passion, but hesitant to act
out sexually, even as all his peers, men and women, seemingly do
not share that same reticence. He remains celibate, but isn’t sure
why; certainly it’s not for religious reasons since he’s agnostic.
Why is he living as he is? Is he being responsible or is he simply
uptight and lacking in nerve?

He’s unsure and so he asks himself: if I died and there is a God and
I met that God, what would God say to me? Would God chastise me
for being uptight or would God praise me for carrying my solitude at
a high level? Would God look at me with disappointment or would he
congratulate me for going without consolation?

As he writes this book, Mr. Klima doesn’t know the answer to
that question. He’s not sure what God would say to him and whether
at any given moment God is smiling or frowning upon him. Irre-
spective of the answer, what’s insightful here I believe, is how
Mr. Klima frames his moral choice. For him, it’s not a question of
what’s sinful or not, but rather a question of carrying his solitude
and tension in a way that makes for nobility of soul. At first glance,
of course, that can seem self-serving; trying to be special can also
make for a pride that’s very judgmental. However, true nobility of
soul isn’t something sought for its own sake but something sought
for the good of others. One does not try to be good to set oneself
apart from others. Rather one tries to be good in order to create a
beacon of stability, respect, hospitality, and chastity for others.

This, I believe, can be a second starting point for moral theol-
ogy and spirituality. The first starting point, of course, is more
basic. It focuses on keeping the Ten Commandments, and most
of these begin with a negative warning, “thou shalt not”. At a base

level, moral theology and spirituality are
very much identified with ethics, with
sorting out what’s right and what’s
wrong, what’s sinful and what’s not.
However, keeping the Ten Command-
ments and sorting out what’s a sin and what’s not, while a non-
negotiable and critically important endeavour, is to moral theology
and spirituality what elementary arithmetic is to higher mathemat-
ics, a necessary base, no more. Once that fundamental base has
been essentially achieved, the real task starts, namely, the struggle
to become big-hearted, to put on the heart of Christ, to become a
saint so as to create a better world for others.

Let me risk an earthy example to try to illustrate this. When I
was a seminarian studying moral theology, one day in class we
were examining various questions within sexual morality. At one
point, the question arose as to sinfulness or non-sinfulness of
masturbation. Is this an intrinsic disorder? Seriously sinful or not
anything serious? What’s to be said morally about this question?

After weighing the various opinions of students, the professor
said this: I don’t think the important question is whether this is a sin
or not. There’s a better way of framing this. Here’s where I land on
this question: I disagree with those who say it’s a serious sin, but also
disagree with those who see no moral issue here whatsoever. The
issue here is not so much whether this is a sin or not; rather it’s a
question of what level, compensatory or heroic, we want to carry
this tension. In the face of this issue, I need to ask myself; at what
level do I want to carry my solitude? How noble of soul can I be?
How much can I accept to carry this tension to make for a more
chaste community inside the body of Christ?

At this second level, moral theology and spirituality cease being
a command and become an invitation, one to a greater nobility of
soul for the sake of the world. Can I be more big-hearted? Can I
be less petty? Can I carry more tension without giving in to com-
pensation? Can I be more forgiving? Can I love a person from
whom I’m separated by temperament and ideology? Can I be a
saint?  Saints don’t think so much in terms of what’s sinful and
what isn’t. Rather they ask, what is the more loving thing to do
here? What’s more noble of soul and what’s more petty?  What
serves the world better?

In the Synoptic Gospels, Jesus begins his preaching with the
word Metanoia, a word that implies infinitely more than what’s
connoted in its English translation, Repent. Metanoia is an invita-
tion to put on a higher mind, to be more noble of heart, and to
leave paranoia, pettiness, and self-gratification behind.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 4)
‘Doctor of the Church’. Indeed, the wisdom that characterizes these
men and women is not solely theirs, since by becoming disciples of
divine Wisdom they have themselves become teachers of wisdom for
the entire ecclesial community.”

Born in a village on the southern shores of modern-day Turkey,
little is known about St. Gregory’s life. A well-educated man, he was
ordained a priest in 977, and taught theology at a monastery school
until his death. 1  Besides his Book of Lamentations, he also wrote
hymns, panegyrics (formal written speech or written verse delivered
in high praise) on holy figures, homilies, and many chants and prayers
that are still used today in Armenian churches. According to
catholic.org, “though he has yet to be proclaimed the patron saint of
a particular patronage, his Book of Prayer has been used to treat
several diseases including schizophrenia, Hepatitis C, periodic dis-
ease, stress symptoms and depression.”

Footnotes: Hacikyan, Agop Jack; Basmajian, Gabriel; Franchuk,
Edward S.; Ouzounian, Nourhan (2002). “Grigor Narekatsi”. The
Heritage of Armenian Literature: From the sixth to the eighteenth cen-
tury. Detroit: Wayne State University Press. pp. 274-279.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Promoting Christian unity
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Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton

Cardinal's Lenten meditation: Conversion is call to renew, rekindle faith
VATICAN CITY — Conversion means believing that God became

flesh to make all things new and offer his kingdom to everyone, said
Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, offering the first meditation of Lent
for leaders of the Roman Curia and Vatican employees.

Pope Francis was not present for the meditation February 26 in the
Vatican's Paul VI audience hall.

The day also marked the end of a week of spiritual exercises for the
pope and Roman Curia; the retreat, however, was not held at the
usual retreat centre outside of Rome due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Instead, the pope had invited "the cardinals residing in Rome, the
heads of dicasteries and the superiors of the Roman Curia to make
their own personal arrangements, withdrawing in prayer" from Feb-
ruary 21 to 26, the Vatican said January 20.

As is customary during the retreat week, the pope suspended all of
his engagements, including his weekly general audience.

In his meditation, Cardinal Cantalamessa talked about how the mean-
ing of "conversion" changed in the New Testament.

Before Jesus, "conversion" meant a call to "turn back," to stop and
return to the covenant made with God, he said. Conversion was "pain-
ful," a moral mandate with a lot of "don'ts" concerning one's behav-
iour, he added.

VATICAN CITY — Cardinal Raniero Cantalamessa, preacher of
the papal household, presents Lenten meditations for members
of the Roman Curia and Vatican employees in the Paul VI hall
at the Vatican February 26, 2021. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Everything changes with Jesus, he said. Now "conversion" is no
longer going backward but "a leap forward" to believe in Jesus and
enter God's kingdom to obtain that salvation Jesus came to offer
everyone freely.

Conversion also means changing one's idea of God from a God
who "orders, who threatens, to the idea of a God who comes with his
hands full to give us everything," the papal preacher said.

The other meaning of conversion that Jesus offers in the New
Testament is when he tells his disciples that if they do not convert and
do not become like children, they will not enter into the kingdom of
God.

Here, conversion is a movement back in time to when one was
without titles, jealousies, rivalries  — for example, when the disciples
were companions and not competitors, he added.

This is a call to stop having everything revolve around oneself and
have it all revolve around Christ, to return to that very first encounter
with the Lord, when he was enough and "we believed."

Conversion is also no longer being lukewarm in the faith, but filled
with the burning flame of the Holy Spirit, who makes all endeavours
fruitful.

A Christian life that only follows the law and the virtues but does
not experience the "enlivening touch" of the spirit, he said, is like a
mass with the readings and presentation of the gifts, but without the
consecration of the species so they just stay the same — bread and
wine.

"The secret is to say once, 'Come, Holy Spirit' but say it will all
your heart, leaving the spirit free to come the way he wants," he
said.§

In interview, pope says he will
remain in Rome until death
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis said he believes he will die in
Rome, either in office or retired, and will not be buried in his native
Argentina.

In an interview published in the Argentine newspaper La Nación
February 27, the pope said that while he thinks about death, he is not
afraid of it.

"How do you imagine your death?" the pope was asked by Argen-
tine journalist and doctor Nelson Castro.

(continued on page 8)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis prays in the atrium of St. Peter's
Basilica during a prayer service at the Vatican in this March 27,
2020, file photo. In an interview with Argentine journalist and
doctor Nelson Castro, the pope said he is not afraid of death
and that he expects to die in Rome "as pope, either in office or
emeritus." (CNS photo/Evandro Inetti, pool)
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Governments pledge to end human trafficking
— Pope Francis calls human trafficking ‘crime against humanity’

By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Ontario’s government used the newly declared Na-
tional Human Trafficking Awareness Day February 22 to unveil major
new funding and two new pieces of legislation as part of the prov-
ince’s anti-human trafficking strategy, as governments in Canada con-
tinue to take action against something that Pope Francis has called “a
crime against humanity.”

"Our government is taking deliberate steps to put an end to human
trafficking and protect victims and potential victims of this terrible
crime," Premier Doug Ford said in a statement to the press.

The federal government also has a National Strategy to Combat
Human Trafficking that brings together federal efforts and is sup-
ported by an investment of $57.22 million over five years and $10.28
million in ongoing funding.

On February 18, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Prepar-
edness Bill Blair announced in Halifax close to $55,000 for St. Mary’s
University for its Community Hackathon: Addressing Human Traf-
ficking in Atlantic Canada project. That two-day virtual event brought
together post-secondary students from across Atlantic Canada, serv-
ice providers, and law enforcement to examine ways that technology
can be used to raise awareness about human trafficking.

For a month following the hackathon, participants will continue to
receive mentorship and training from St. Mary’s University to further
develop their ideas and learn how they may be applied in practice.

The federal government has also launched a national anti-human traf-
ficking campaign to raise awareness among youth and parents about
warning signs and how to report suspected cases of human traffick-
ing to the appropriate authorities.

“Through projects like this one, we are working together to build a
safer and more resilient Canada, where all people are protected from
human trafficking and its harms,” Mr. Blair said of the funding an-
nouncement in Halifax.

The Catholic Church observes an International Day of Prayer Against
Human Trafficking on February 8 and on that date this year Pope
Francis released a video marking the 7th International Day of Prayer
and Reflection against Trafficking in Persons.

Ontario Attorney General Doug Downey said one of the goals of
Ontario’s new legislation is to target those who prey on the young
and vulnerable.
“We are proposing legislative reforms to better protect victims and
support them in their efforts to obtain restraining orders against traf-
fickers," he said.

“Human trafficking is happening in both urban centres and small
communities across Ontario,” said Jill Dunlop, associate minister of
Children and Women's Issues. “This proposed legislation further sup-
ports our cross-government approach, as well as our work with part-
ners across jurisdictions and various sectors, to combat human traf-
ficking. This includes providing tools to improve the ability to identify
and appropriately respond to suspected instances and connect
survivours to supportive services."§

Up to $130,000 offered during D&P campaign
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Lenten alms-giving to Canada’s Catholic international development
agency is getting turbo-charged by religious orders.

From Ash Wednesday until Pentecost Sunday (May 23) a handful
of religious communities will match new monthly donation plans dollar
for dollar, up to a total of $130,000 to aid Development and Peace –
Caritas Canada. Even increases to existing monthly giving commit-
ments will be eligible for matching.

So far nine religious communities have committed matching funds
— the Scarboro Missions, Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
(OMI Lacombe Canada), the Jesuits, the Marthas in Antigonish, N.S.,
the St. Boniface Oblates, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie,
Our Lady’s Missionaries, the Benedictines at St. Peter’s Abbey in
Saskatchewan and the Ursuline Sisters.

“Monthly donations are crucial for organizations because it’s sta-
ble, sustainable funding and it reduces admin costs,” said Develop-
ment and Peace head of public engagement, advocacy and fundraising
Genevieve Gallant.

It’s also the future of fundraising in the Church.
“People are becoming much more savvy about electronic dona-

tions,” Ms. Gallant said.
Over the years, monthly giving to Canada’s Caritas agency has

grown mainly by word of mouth.
“We’re not Medecins San Frontieres or Amnesty International where

we have someone on the street corner making a pitch for monthly
donations who is being paid $15 an hour. It’s our members and do-

nors themselves who are recruiting their friends and family to be-
come monthly donors,” Gallant said.

Boosting monthly, planned giving won’t stop parish and diocesan
campaigns during Lent or at other times, she said.

“The life of Development and Peace is embedded in the parishes.
So even if you have monthly donors, we’re still going to be active in
the parishes,” Ms. Gallant said. “Because that’s where we belong.
That’s our roots. That’s the Catholic community.”

In fact, more monthly giving should mean more and better educa-
tion programming in parishes, she said.§

Share Love, Share Lent: Strengthening vulnerable communities.
Did you know that Development

and Peace supports a school for peas-
ant filmmakers in Colombia?

This week in the Share Love,
Share Lent campaign, discover the
creative ways in which we assist
communities in speaking for and
taking charge of their own
development.

In keeping with the Catholic social
teaching principle of participation, let
your Lenten journey make a difference
in the world. Learn about our work
and consider giving to help sustain
it.
Discern and donate at devp.org/lent.
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"As pope, either in office or emeritus. And

in Rome. I will not return to Argentina," he
replied.

The interview was an excerpt from Mr.
Castro's new book, titled La Salud de Los
Papas (The Health of the Popes), which de-
tails the health of the pontiffs from Pope Leo
XIII to Pope Francis.

According to Mr. Castro, Pope Francis
encouraged him to write the book and agreed
to be interviewed. The conversation took
place in February 2019.

In it, the pope spoke candidly about his
mental health and told Mr. Castro that although
he had never undergone psychoanalysis, he
did meet with a psychiatrist for six months
during "the terrible days of the dictatorship,
when I had to take people into hiding to get
them out of the country and save their lives."

"I had to deal with situations I didn't know
how to deal with," he recalled.

Praising the psychiatrist as "a great woman"
whose teachings "are still very useful to me

today," Pope Francis said she helped him to
manage his anxiety and "to avoid rushing
when making decisions."

"Imagine what it was like to drive a person
hidden in a car — covered only by a blanket
— and to go through three military check-
points," he said. "The tension it generated in
me was enormous."

The pope also said that while he believes
that the "study of psychology is necessary
for a priest," he does not believe that priests
should practice psychology "due to the prob-
lem of transference and countertransference."

When that happens, he explained, "the roles
are confused and the priest stops being a priest
and becomes a therapist with a level of in-
volvement that makes it very difficult to dis-
tance himself."

Pope Francis also spoke about a pulmo-
nary condition he suffered in 1957 at the age
of 21 that required him to undergo surgery to
remove the upper right lobe of one of his lungs.

The pope said that while his recovery was
painful, it was "complete, and I never felt any

In interview, pope says he will remain in Rome until death

Bishops prepare response to Bill C-15
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Canada’s bishops are continuing to study
federal legislation that provides legal protec-
tions for Indigenous communities in the form
of internationally recognized rights.

Bill C-15, which would incorporate the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indegenous Peoples (UNDRIP) into Canadian
law, passed second reading February 17.

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops (CCCB), which has urged the govern-

ment to pass UNDRIP legislation, “is taking
the time needed to perform an in-depth analysis
of its content prior to providing any commen-
tary,” CCCB spokesperson Lisa Gall told The
Catholic Register in an e-mail.

UNDRIP was adopted by the United Na-
tions in 2007. For most of the decade after
the declaration passed at the UN, Canada re-
fused to sign for fear that endorsing the right
to free, prior and informed consent for any
new development on historically Indigenous
lands might re-open settled land claims or
grant individual Indigenous communities a
veto over otherwise thoroughly vetted infra-
structure projects from pipelines to highways.

In 2015 the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission issued its Calls to Action, demanding
that the UN declaration be seen as part of the
framework for reconciliation. That same year
Cree Member of Parliament Romeo Saganash
introduced a private member’s bill that would
align Canadian law with UNDRIP.

On their election in October of 2015, the
Liberals promised a new relationship between
government and Indigenous Canadians. In
2016 Canada officially adopted and promised
to implement UNDRIP. It took until Decem-
ber 3, 2020 for a government bill to be intro-
duced.

The CCCB’s primary dialogue with Indig-
enous Catholics, the Guadalupe Circle, has
wanted to make a statement in support of Bill

Archbishop Murray Chatlain
(Deborah Gyapong photo)

C-15 but the issue is delicate, Keewatin-Le
Pas Archbishop Murray Chatlain, a Guadalupe
Circle member, said.

“We are very much trying to encourage the
adoption of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. That’s
the right direction,” Archbihsop Chatlain said.

The full legal meaning and implications of
free, prior and informed consent is still un-
clear, said the archbishop.

Archbishop Chatlain hopes the Guadalupe
Circle can fashion a statement at its next full
meeting, March 26. He concedes it’s cutting
it close and the legislation could be passed by
then.

Guadalupe Circle member Graydon
Nicholas, former lieutenant governor of New
Brunswick and member of the Maliseet na-
tion, declined comment on the C-15 issue,
referring questions to the CCCB.

Both the Oblates and Jesuits have endorsed
an ecumenical letter in support of C-15.

“Can anyone seriously ask Indigenous peo-
ple to have confidence in our sincerity to rec-
oncile if we stymie this framework from ac-
ceptance once again?” asked Centre Oblat –
A Voice For Justice executive director Joe
Gunn. “It is time to take up our responsibility
to build, not block, reconciliation. This bill is
a necessary step forward.”

“We feel that our own reconciliation with
Indigenous people is part of our own seeking

(continued on page 9)

limitation in my activities."
"As you have seen, for example, in the vari-

ous trips I have made and that you have cov-
ered, I never had to restrict or cancel any of
the scheduled activities. I never experienced
fatigue or shortness of breath," he told Mr.
Castro.

The Argentine journalist also asked Pope
Francis if he was aware of his own neuro-
ses.

Describing it as an "anxious neurosis," the
pope said that he has "quite tamed my anxi-
ety" and has learned ways to deal with "a situ-
ation or a problem that makes me anxious."

"One of them is listening to Bach," the pope
said. "It calms me down and helps me to
analyze problems in a better way. I confess
that, over the years, I have managed to put a
barrier to the entry of anxiety in my spirit."

"It would be equally harmful to make deci-
sions dominated by anxiety and sadness," he
added. "That is why I say that a person must be
attentive to neurosis, since it is something inher-
ent in his or her being."§
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right relations with God,” said Jesuit Father
Peter Bisson. “UNDRIP is quite consistent
with Catholic social teaching.”

Archbishop Chatlain said the Guadalupe
Circle is in full agreement on the principles of
UNDRIP.

“We echo Pope Francis’ statements, espe-
cially from the Amazon synod and his report
from there, that some of the people who are
most helpful in land questions and issues are
going to be the people living on the land in a
particular area and who are planning to stay
there,” Archbishop Chatlain said. “That is our
Indigenous people in many areas.”

In opposition, the Conservative Party of
Canada still worries that passing the bill will
stop resource development and infrastructure
projects.

“We support many of UNDRIP’s articles,
but what we oppose is the government’s lack
of due diligence in putting forward legislation
without reaching a common understanding
of how free, prior and informed consent will
be interpreted,” said Conservative MP Jamie
Schmale from Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-
Brock. “We also do not think that enough
consultation has been done with Indigenous
communities.”

Some conservative religious groups have

Bill C-15
opposed the legislation because of a line in
the preamble which says adopting UNDRIP
“must include concrete measures to address
injustices, combat prejudice and eliminate all
forms of violence and discrimination, includ-
ing systemic discrimination, against Indig-
enous peoples and Indigenous elders, youth,
children, women, men, persons with disabili-
ties and gender-diverse persons and two-spirit
persons.”

The CCCB did not answer questions from
The Catholic Register about whether it is con-
cerned by the reference to gender-diverse and
two-spirit persons. Archbishop Chatlain
doesn’t think this should be a major focus.

“There is a little bit of concern that that be-
comes part of this very important issue of
UNDRIP,” he said. “It would not be, to us (the
Guadalupe Circle), a huge stumbling block in
that the focus is the Indigenous respect that’s
reflected in the United Nations declaration. I
wouldn’t put that as a huge stumbling block.”

Supporting the legislation has to be part of
doing the right thing for all Canadians, said
Archbishop Chatlain.

“All of us realize that it’s going to be a proc-
ess to find the way for it (Bill C-15) to be a
healthy and authentic, effective way to be part
of Canadian legislation, especially around clear
and informed consent in land issues,” he said.§

Iraqi Christians continue to hope; Papal visit to emphasize common ground
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

While pundits in the West wonder whether
Pope Francis really will brave out-of-control
COVID-19 infections, shootings and bomb-
ings to visit Iraq, there’s not much doubt
among Iraqis and others who know the
pope’s commitment to Christianity in the Mid-
dle East.

“I think Pope Francis is genuinely concerned
about the emptying of Iraq and of the Middle
East of its Christian presence,” University of
Toronto professor of Near and Middle Eastern
Civilizations Amir Harrak told The Catholic Reg-
ister. “One would hope that his trip (March 5-8)
succeeds in the midst of coronavirus and inter-
national political challenges.”

Mr. Harrak has seen the culture and civili-
zation he studies on the run over the past two
decades. Aramaic-speaking Christians have di-
minished from about 1.5 million to less than
200,000 since 2003. Many who remain have
been internally displaced since the U.S. inva-
sion and the rise of ISIS. They are anxious to
get out and start new lives away from the

violent, sectarian politics of their country.
“The Aramaic speakers face an existential

threat now, during at least three millennia of
presence in that land,” said Mr. Harrak. “Could
he (Pope Francis) reverse the situation? I am
not sure. But his trip might raise questions in
the mind of the world.”

Chaldean Bishop Bawai Soro of the Mar
Addai-Toronto eparchy knows Toronto
Chaldeans believe the pope will change things.

“They view it as divine intervention,” he
said. “Maybe that is somewhat wishful think-
ing, but I agree with their sentiment.”

The visit to Iraq will be Pope Francis’ first
trip outside Italy since his November 2019
trip to Japan. The trip — coming at a time of
heightened restrictions to combat COVID-19
— includes a visit with Shia leader Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani, a move seen as balancing the
significant diplomatic contact the Vatican and
Pope Francis have developed with Sunni lead-
ership in recent years. By visiting Ur, birth-
place of Abraham and patriarch of all Chris-
tians, Jews and Muslims, Pope Francis hopes
to emphasize the common ground Christians
share with all branches of Islam.

But Pope Francis’ most persuasive argu-
ment will be his principled stand for the kind
of open, trusting, democratic and secular poli-
tics he laid out in his most recent encyclical,
Fratelli Tutti.

“Respecting the citizens according to basic
human rights rather than religious affiliation
— if there is any chance that this might be
anything more than wishful thinking, it is the
Pope who can change that,” said Bishop Soro.

The case for a different kind of politics in
the Middle East will be backed by Chaldean
Patriarch Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako, who
has been urging practical, secular politics based
on the common good rather than sectarian
loyalties for years, Bishop Soro said.

Cardinal Sako is trying “to convince the
public and somehow also convince the Islamic
religious authorities that this is the path of the
future,” Bishop Soro said. “This is the path that
will eliminate corruption, eliminate discrimina-
tion and bring peace and prosperity to Iraq once
again. If it comes to Iraq, it will come to the
surrounding countries as well.”

Dating back to St. Pope John Paul II’s
aborted trip to Iraq in 2000, the need to dem-
onstrate the Church’s commitment to Chris-
tians in the Middle East has been on the agenda
for each of the last three popes, said Catholic
Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA)-
Canada executive director Carl Hétu. For Pope
Benedict XVI that concern took the form of
the 2010 Synod on the Middle East. In 2019
Pope Francis signed the Document on Hu-
man Fraternity for World Peace and Living
Together in Dubai. This trip will demonstrate
that concern to the world.

“You know the Iraqi Church is hurting re-
ally badly. They’ve been targeted. They’ve
been martyred. The Pope knows full well that
to save the remaining Christians of Iraq he
needs to do this trip,” Mr. Hétu said.

Mr. Hétu sees the projects CNEWA has
funded throughout the Middle East as the best
argument, both for peace in the region and
for a continued Christian presence. From hos-
pitals and social services to education, Chris-
tians have historically played a vital role in
Iraq and other Middle Eastern countries.

“Those Christians are playing an important
role,” Mr. Hétu said. “Despite the nightmare
of war and conflict, the trust that Christians
generate is still there. … Yes, it’s true that
their number has gone from 1.5 million in 2003
to less than 200,000 now, and some say even
less than that. But the idea is that there is still
hope, there is still time for them to continue
to play that role.”§
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March 7, 2021   Third Sunday of Lent
First Reading (longer): Exodus 20.1-3, 7-8, 12-17
OR
First Reading (shorter): Exodus 20.1-3, 7-8, 12-17

The Law was given to Moses.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 19.7, 8, 9, 10 (R. Jn 6.68)
R. Lord, you have the words of eternal life.

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 1.18, 22-25++
We proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to some,

but to those who are the called, the wisdom of God.

Gospel: John 2.13-25
Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

Sunday’s Liturgy

Animal welfare and the Church
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — Since watching a Netflix documentary on vegan-
ism five years ago, Father Donatello Iocco has never been the same.

The film Vegucated explored the challenges of converting to a ve-
gan diet. Viewing it began a lifestyle pivot for the Toronto priest that
transformed him from a meat eater to now daily preparing his own
vegan meals. Exposed by the film to the reality of slaughterhouses
and animal farming for human consumption for the first time, he was
convinced that Catholicism and animal welfare are part and parcel.

“It just moved me so much seeing animals suffer and being so
scared of the human hand,” said Fr. Iocco, pastor at St. Ambrose
Parish in Etobicoke. “I think it was a day or two later that I decided
not to participate in that anymore. Thinking about our faith of com-
passion and mercy, I found it difficult to navigate through knowing

that was happen-
ing. It really tested
my faith.”

At the time,
Fr. Iocco was not
seeing many
Christians in
Canada choosing a
vegan lifestyle but
has since seen a
slight shift in the
mentality of many
believers. Fr.
Iocco said he pas-
tors a “vegan
friendly” parish
but emphasizes it
isn’t about getting
the congregation
necessarily to give
up meat but en-
couraging parish-

ioners to think more deeply and compassionately about what they
consume.

“For those who feel sometimes that Christians don’t participate in
(conversations around animal welfare), I want people outside the par-
ish to come to our church and know there’s somewhere they can go
to talk about it within our faith community,” said Fr. Iocco, who has
heard of people leaving churches around the issue of animal welfare.
“I just want to be a bit more open and for people to know there is a
pastor in a church that is willing to talk about it.”

As an impassioned new convert to the plant-based lifestyle, Iocco
soon began preaching to his congregation about the virtues of com-
passionate eating, presenting statistics where possible, but admits he
did receive some pushback. Some congregants were not ready for
that message, even quoting the Old Testament and Paul in the New
Testament to show eating meat is biblically permitted.

Recognizing the need for baby steps, Fr. Iocco, who hopes one
day to see slaughterhouses abolished, focused his messaging more
on the need for believers to think compassionately in all areas of life,
including food. In some past years he has used Lent to encourage a
40-day plant-based diet and once held a Christmas party with an all-
vegan menu. Over the years, several parishioners have reported con-
verting to a vegan or vegetarian lifestyle.

“I remember in the beginning I was a little bit more urgent (with
preaching about transitioning to plant-based living) because I was
kind of going through it,” he said. “I understand it kind of takes (small)
steps with certain people and obviously people have been open to it as
well. If you’re always talking about it, I think there are people that
don’t want to hear it all the time unfortunately. It’s a delicate matter at
times because you are dealing with people’s palette.”

Chris Fegan is CEO of Catholic Concern for Animals (CCA), an
international charity working to advance Christian respect and re-
sponsibility for animal creation. He recognizes Iocco as part of the
growing network of vegan priests helping to change the narrative
around animal consumption.

Based in Essex, United Kingdom, Mr. Fegan — a vegan himself —
has travelled the world meeting with Catholic leadership and hosting
seminars to promote a culture of compassion for all of creation. The
organization has leaned into the message of Pope Francis in his 2015
encyclical Laudato Si’, where the pope critiques the impact of the
culture of consumerism and irresponsible development on environ-
mental degradation and global warming. The Pope stresses the urgent
need for a radical change in the conduct of humanity and the neces-
sity of economic growth to be accompanied by “authentic social and
moral progress.”

The CCA has made the manner of death animals suffer a high pri-
ority in its messaging given the human health implications of eating
meat and the impact on climate change and social justice. It engages
in advocacy discourse as it pertains to diet and the catechism require-
ment not to cause the unnecessary suffering or death of animals and
encourages the Western Church to support a meat-free diet. Educa-
tional campaigns, presentations and seminars also educate on the suf-
fering of animals used for entertainment and experimental purposes
in laboratories, and stressing the need to preserve habitats for crea-
tures in the wild and the remembrance of animals killed in war.

The conversation varies around the world, said Fegan. For instance,
on teaching in the developing world, Fegan says the vegan lifestyle
might not be a practical or even a necessary conversation depending
on the cultural relationship to wildlife. When interacting with clergy

(continued on page 11)

TORONTO — For five years Father Donatello
Iocco has been making vegan meals for himself
daily. He encourages his parishioners at
Toronto’s St. Ambrose Church to think more
compassionately about the food they consume.
(Photo by Michael Swan)
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(continued from page 10)
and parishioners in these places, he said the
conversation can lean towards more culturally
relevant topics such as the conservation of wildlife
and the discouragement of blood sports.

Though these are areas where animals are
bound to end up as a food source, Fegan says
they are still treated better than the factory
farm system of developed nations.

“The lifestyle of a chicken say in Africa is
far, far better while it’s alive than the lifestyle
of the factory farm chicken in the United
States or Europe whose lives are horrendous
in industrial farming,” said Mr. Fegan. “The
life of the chicken in Africa, even though its
ultimate destination is going to be for some-

body’s food, while it’s alive is far better than in
the West. They look after animals because they
need them, so it’s a different message tailored to
where in the world, but the core teaching of
concern for animals is still the same.”

Mr. Fegan hopes CCA teams that have given
many talks in the United States and worked
with animal welfare organizations such as the
Humane Society will be able travel to North
America in the near future to help move the
global conversation forward. Their last visit
to the U.S. was at the beginning of the Donald
Trump presidency but since then Mr. Fegan
says it has been a “no-go area” due to that
administration’s lack of support for progres-
sive animal welfare policy. Mr. Fegan is hope-
ful that under Joe Biden the needle will shift,
and they will soon be able to meet with policy
makers in Washington.

For Fr. Iocco’s part, during Lent this year,
he has partnered with a local organization to
distribute free vegan dinners (made with a
fish substitute) to parishioners on Fridays. He
looks forward to traction in the conversation
picking up in Canada and is committed to
continuing the work to let people know there
is someone of the faith in Toronto they can
connect with around this issue. §

Animal welfare and the Church

Three new books explain pope's approach to facing world's tribulations
By JAN KILBY
Catholic News Service

Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future
by Pope Francis and Austen Ivereigh. Simon
and Schuster (New York, 2020). 160 pp., $26.

Our Mother Earth: A Christian Reading
of the Challenge of the Environment by Pope
Francis. Our Sunday Visitor (Huntington, In-
diana, 2020). 103 pp., $16.95.

Letters of Tribulation by Pope Francis, with
Antonio Spadaro, SJ, and Diego Fares, SJ.
Orbis Books (Maryknoll, New York, 2020).
144 pp., $20.

New books by Pope Francis, the spiritual
leader of over 1 billion Catholics and a world-
wide leader, provide guidance and encourage-
ment for readers.

Let Us Dream offers hope to readers cop-
ing with the COVID-19 pandemic and other
crises of our time. The authors suggest how
to view crises, discern how to deal with them
and then take action.

In their prologue, Pope Francis and MR.
Ivereigh identify some contemporary crises.
They assure readers, however, that God's
mercy will always help them cope. They state

that "times of trial" are opportunities for "pu-
rification." They say that these can help peo-
ple mature and change their priorities.

Early in the book, they urge people facing a
crisis in what they call a culture of "individual-
ism and self-obsession" to "commit to the small,
concrete, positive actions." They assert this is
better than responding selfishly or despairing.

They cite recent events signalling a societal
call for change. These include the #MeToo
movement, the protests over racial injustice
after the death of George Floyd while in po-
lice custody and the anti-racist protests re-
sulting in the removal of statues. The pope
also shares three of his own personal crises.

In the second part, the authors encourage
readers to discern the best actions to take in a
challenging time. This requires openness,
prayer and reflection, and valuing "fraternity
over individualism."

Finally, they suggest how to act on one's
beliefs. This involves respecting universal hu-
man rights and values.

In Our Mother Earth, Pope Francis calls
everyone to honour God's gift of nature. He
says that this can reduce pollution, climate
change, the loss of biodiversity and the ex-

ploitation of resources.
The book includes a preface by Ecumeni-

cal Patriarch Bartholomew, two opening essays
on the pope's theology of ecology, ideas from
12 of his past encyclicals, audiences and homi-
lies on the subject and a final new essay.

In his first two essays, Pope Francis calls
for "global cooperation" to protect nature. He
says new policies, programs and habits can
help do this.

In his collection of past works, the pope
reminds readers that "the future of all nations
is interconnected." He also says the earth's
resources are gifts and not simply to be used
for greed, consumption and profit. He calls
Christians to an "ecological conversion," quot-
ing his 2015 encyclical Laudato Si', on Care
for Our Common Home.

In his final essay, the pope suggests what
can give readers hope for a better future —
technology, a commitment to conversion, the
liturgy and "a universal brotherhood."

Letters of Tribulation  is a new version of
the pope's 1987 book of the same title.

In the original book, the pope — then a
Jesuit priest in Argentina — shared a spiritual
approach to dealing with difficulties, based
on letters that 18th-century Jesuit superiors
general had sent to their bishops coping with
persecution. This had led to the Vatican's sup-
pression of their order in several countries
from 1758 to 1831.

The pope's expanded 2020 book includes a
modern tribulation — the sexual abuse of mi-
nors and the abuse of power by priests and
others in church leadership roles.

In it, he includes letters that he sent to the
bishops and the church and the people of God
in Chile in 2018. He had been prompted to write
these after reading a Vatican report of 2018 on
the problems of clerical sexual abuse there. These
showed his desire to restore public trust in the
church and church leaders' integrity with them-
selves and to heal abuse victims.

The book reveals the spiritual discernment
needed by those facing persecution from "cul-
tural and historic events." The pope says this
can help people avoid temptations to "argue over
ideas, to not give to the matter the importance
that it should be given, to concentrate too much
on the persecutors and to keep going over the
desolation of one's mind." Instead, he says to
"move toward virtue and spiritual perfection" and
suggests ways to do so.

This excellent book shows Pope Francis'
spiritual and moral maturity and insight about
people and the nature of sin and conflict. He
offers wise counsel to readers.§
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New book a guide on reconciliation path
— Listening to Indigenous Voices aims to open up dialogue

By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A sneak peak at a forthcoming guide to reconciliation between In-
digenous Canadians and the rest of us has Toronto Catholic District
School Board Indigenous education central resource teacher Frank
Pio excited about the good it might do in high school classrooms.

“It’s not just a little outside help, it’s actually quite needed,” Mr. Pio
told The Catholic Register after sampling a chapter, some artwork
and a few of the exercises in Listening to Indigenous Voices.

The new book from Catholic publisher Novalis won’t actually be avail-
able until around Easter, but Mr. Pio can hardly wait to get his hands on it.

“I really believe, honestly and really strongly, that Indigenous culture
has a place in our educational system and throughout Canada,” Mr. Pio
said. “It’s about time that we bring together the faith and the content.”

Pulled together by the Jesuit Centre for Social Faith and Justice,

Listening to Indigenous Voices is intended to be much more than just
a book. It’s a response to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
which spent five years, between 2010 and 2015, examining the legacy
of residential schools.

Rather than just more reading material, the book is intended as a
guide to aid a process of dialogue and learning together. Designed for
use in parishes, schools, community centres, religious and non-reli-
gious contexts, Listening to Indigenous Voices is supposed to get
people talking and thinking about how to repair the relationship be-
tween Canada’s original people and the majority descended from im-
migrants, said Jesuit Centre executive director Mark Hathaway.

“Really, we’re all treaty people,” he said. “If you go back and really
look at the history of it, there were agreements to share the land. I
think it’s very fair to say, by and large, those of us who are not
Indigenous haven’t lived up to those agreements.”

For this project, the Jesuit Centre wanted to reach out beyond the Catholic
context, but Hathaway is certain the guide will resonate in parishes.

“For most Christians it would be a very normal thing to pray the Our
Father. We say, ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us.’ ... It has to do with loosening the threads of past
mistakes. It’s not just saying, ‘Please forgive me.’ It’s actually about trying
to undo, trying to right the past mistakes. If we talk about reconciliation or
forgiveness, I think this is at the heart of the Christian faith.”

Any parish might use the guide to set up and guide discussion
groups who would meet online, or post-COVID in the church, said
Mr. Hathaway. Ideally, a discussion group of a dozen or more would
include two or three Indigenous people, but the book itself contains
all the Indigenous voices necessary to get the conversation rolling.

Mr. Hathaway has particular hope that the guide will catch on in
high schools and among undergraduates at universities.

“I see a lot of interest among people in their early 20s to know these
things. I think there’s a lot of hope there about the younger genera-
tion,” he said. “Getting this into high schools and universities is really
important, because I think they will make a change with it.”

At Canada’s largest Catholic school board, Mr. Pio hears from teach-
ers all the time looking for a way to engage students in a faith context
on Indigenous issues.

“They’re all willing to listen. It’s how do you create that pedagogy
of listening — of listening to a dialogue or listening in a context that
has so much misinformation about who the Indigenous people are
and with regard to how they’ve been treated in historical contexts,”
Mr. Pio said. “It should be done in a circle where you face each other
and you see each other.”

Mr. Hathaway understands that many people hesitate when it comes
to reconciliation because they have little or no contact with Indig-
enous people.

“If we’re not coming into contact with our Indigenous neighbours,
maybe that says something too,” he said. “Part of that might just be
that discomfort some of us feel precisely because we know there’s
been injustice.”

Whether it’s a parish youth group, a Catholic high school class or a
Catholic college course, finding ways to confront our past and see
the reality of Indigenous-settler relations today can set up a different
future, said Mr. Hathaway.

“It’s about how to find ways to try to relate to each other that’s fair
and just and respectful and loving. Ultimately, it’s about love your
neighbour as you love yourself.” §


