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A lamb and paschal candle, both symbols of Easter, are depicted in this stained-glass window. Easter is observed April 4 in 2021.
For the Easter message from Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John, see page 3. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)
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New FreemanThe

Holy week brings a return
to in-person Triduum masses
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — A return to in-person
Triduum liturgies during this holiest of weeks
will be a welcomed comfort for the faithful
of the Diocese of Saint John.

“We begin today the holiest week of the
year,” Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the
Diocese of Saint John said on Palm Sunday,
March 28 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception (Immaculate Conception Parish)
in Saint John. “Holy week is the highlight of
the liturgical year. It’s probably the busiest
week of the year for me but it’s also my fa-
vourite, with all these celebrations culminat-
ing the Easter Vigil.”

This year with the entire diocese being in
the yellow level of pandemic recovery, faith-
ful can gather in churches up to 50% capac-
ity with physical distancing maintained. This
is indeed something to be thankful for, as last
year’s liturgies were only able to be offered
to the faithful via livestream. Thanks to ro-
bust protocols at the parish level, parishion-
ers can anticipate a festive Easter season within
the diocesan churches while continuing to
adhere to government protocols.

Noting the absence of members of the faith-
ful who have not been able to return to mass,
Bishop Riesbeck said, “for those of you who
are still homebound for various reasons we
hope to see you soon, but for the time being
we’re really happy to offer these livestream
masses online on our diocesan Facebook
page.” Many parishes throughout the diocese

are also livestreaming masses for this pur-
pose.

Approaching Holy Week faithful should ex-
pect some changes to these liturgies. Those
who attended mass on Palm Sunday over the
weekend got a feel for how the Triduum lit-
urgies will be different this year. Many prac-
tices have been altered to accommodate safe
distance and prevent the unintentional min-
gling of parishioners. Most notably all pro-
cessions with the congregation have been
omitted. Despite this change Bishop Riesbeck
was joyful about the Palm Sunday liturgy, and
encouraged parishioners to, “recreate the tri-
umphal entry of the Lord,” by waving their
palms enthusiastically as he processed to the
sanctuary.

While maintaining safety is important so is
maintaining the devotional life of the parish,
and in this regard, a debt of gratitude is owed
to all who work on the front lines ensuring
that parishioners can safely resume public
worship — including pastors and parish vol-
unteers.

Some changes that were introduced last
year will remain in effect, including the Chrism
Mass which will once again be by invitation
only, and the omitting of the washing of the
feet on Holy Thursday (with no substitutions
or other gestures). In other cases religious
practices have been altered to allow the ob-
servation of the practice in a way that is con-
sistent with government and diocesan
protocols. While the veneration of the cross
on Good Friday will not be possible in the

(continued on page 5)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John sprinkles
holy water to bless the palms on Palm Sunday, March 28 at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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Easter message
“Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing choirs of angels! Exult, all crea-

tion around God’s throne! Jesus Christ, our King is risen! Sound the
trumpet of salvation!”

This great proclamation of joy begins our Easter Vigil celebration
— truly, an occasion to rejoice! Over the past year many have grown
weary, but the joy of the resurrection reminds us that Jesus has won
the victory. Truly, he is risen! This is indeed good news!

As we enter this holiest of weeks
I do so with great anticipation of
being able to share in these liturgies
with the faithful. Last year was a
year like no other. Indeed, we never
expected that we would be unable
to celebrate the Easter liturgies with
the physical presence of the faith-
ful. Liturgies are meant to be cel-
ebrated as a community of faith
around the table of the Word and
Eucharist, and the knowledge that
we are now able to do so in person
brings me great joy.

Just as Sunday is the highlight of
our week, Holy Week is the high-
light of our liturgical year, especially
the Easter Triduum. These three
days form a unity which reveals the
unfolding of the passion, death, and
resurrection of Christ. Jesus came
to destroy death and restore life, and
through his death and resurrection
he brought us new life and gave per-
fect glory to his heavenly Father.

In these days of uncertainty, the
Church continues to proclaim with
great jubilation the apostles’ mes-
sage that Jesus, the crucified one,
is risen from the dead and remains
with his people. After a year of pan-
demic, we need to be reminded of
this hope, to pull us out of our wea-
riness. The Lord is truly alive, he is with us in our difficulties, and
each one of us can believe personally that Jesus Christ came to con-
quer sin and death.  He came to shine a light in our darkness, to give
us hope, and to restore us to new life.

As we contemplate the gift of family during this Year Amoris Laetitia
Family, we are aware that Jesus, who shared in family life with Mary
and Joseph, shares too in our family life, especially those moments
when we come together in faith. In living these holiest days of the
Easter Triduum may we be particularly attentive to the domestic
Church, helping and supporting each other towards a renewed en-
counter with the risen Jesus.

Pope Benedict XVI wrote: “In the sacrament of the altar, the Lord
meets us, men and women created in God’s image and likeness (cf.
Genesis 1:27) and becomes our companion along the way,” (Sacra-
mentum Caritatis, #2).  As we celebrate our victory with Christ, I
invite you to renew your commitment to Sunday Mass — the little
Easter. It is in this encounter with the risen Lord that our fears and

(continued on page 4)

Message de pâques
« Exultez de joie, multitude des anges, exultez serviteurs de Dieu, sonnez

cette heure triomphale et la victoire d’un si grand roi. »
C’est avec cette grande proclamation de joie que nous débutons notre

célébration de la Vigile Pascale : il n’y a pas de meilleure occasion de se
réjouir! Après l’année qui vient de s’écouler, beaucoup de gens se sentent
épuisés, mais la joie de la résurrection nous rappelle que Jésus a remporté
la victoire. Il est vraiment ressuscité! En effet, c’est une bonne nouvelle!

Nous voici au début de la semaine la plus
sainte et j’ai très hâte de pouvoir partager ces
liturgies avec les fidèles. L’an dernier a été
une année pas comme les autres. Personne
ne s’attendait à ce que la célébration des lit-
urgies pascales en présence physique des
fidèles soit suspendue. Les liturgies sont
destinées à être célébrées avec la communauté
de foi autour de la table de la Parole et de
l’Eucharistie, et le simple fait que nous
pourrons maintenant célébrer en personne me
remplit d’une grande joie.

Tout comme le dimanche est le point
culminant de notre semaine, la semaine sainte
est le point culminant de notre année
liturgique, en particulier le Triduum Pascal.
Ces trois jours forment une seule entité qui
révèle le déroulement de la passion, de la mort
et de la résurrection du Christ. Jésus est venu
pour détruire la mort et restaurer la vie, et par
sa mort et sa résurrection, il nous a apporté
une nouvelle vie et il a rendu une gloire parfaite
à son Père céleste.

En cette période d’incertitude, l’Église
continue de proclamer avec grande joie le mes-
sage des apôtres que Jésus, le crucifié, est
ressuscité d’entre les morts et il demeure avec
son peuple. Après un an de pandémie, il est
important de nous rappeler cet espoir, pour
nous sortir de notre lassitude. Le Seigneur
est vraiment vivant, il est avec nous dans nos
difficultés, et chacun et chacune de nous peut
croire personnellement que Jésus-Christ est

venu pour vaincre le péché et la mort. Il est venu pour faire briller la
lumière dans nos ténèbres, pour nous donner de l’espoir et nous éveiller
à une nouvelle vie.

En contemplant le don de la famille en cette Année Famille Amoris
Lætitia, nous sommes conscients que Jésus, qui a partagé la vie de
famille avec Marie et Joseph, partage aussi notre vie de famille, et
particulièrement ces moments où nous nous réunissons dans la foi.
En vivant ces jours les plus sacrés du Triduum Pascal, puissions-
nous être particulièrement attentifs à l’Église domestique, en nous
entraidant et en nous soutenant mutuellement vers une rencontre
renouvelée avec Jésus ressuscité.

Le pape Benoît XVI a écrit : « Dans le Sacrement de l’autel, le
Seigneur vient à la rencontre de l’homme, créé à l’image et à la
ressemblance de Dieu (cf. Gn 1, 27), se faisant son compagnon de
route » (Sacramentum caritatis, n ° 2). Alors que nous célébrons
notre victoire avec le Christ, je vous invite à renouveler votre engage-
ment à la Messe dominicale, qui est comme une plus petite Pâques.

(continué à page 4)

Bishop/Évêque Christian Risebeck, CC
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Holy Week: a pilgrimage through
death to life, darkness to light

Last Sunday we entered what we call Holy Week, that sacred
season from Passion Sunday to Easter.  As we bless the palms and
listen to the Passion story once more, we begin a pilgrimage in
solidarity with our world. It is a journey of faith which calls us to
reflect on the suffering and death of Jesus. Ultimately our trek
will take us to Easter and the resurrection of Jesus. From dark-
ness to light.

Our pilgrimage unfolds on three levels. We take this pilgrimage
personally, looking inward at our own life. Each of us has our
experiences of pain, suffering and encounters with evil. We also
embark on this pilgrimage communally, for we journey with the
whole Christian community. It too, is often broken and suffering,
struggling with the shortcomings and flaws within us.

Beyond this, our journey is also one we share with all of human-
ity, and the whole of creation. We witness the face of evil and pain
and suffering with all the peoples and nations of our world. In
every place and every age, this has been our global reality. So
often, we are a world of darkness — inequalities, injustice, war,
threats of climate change and the dread of a pandemic. We are so
often less than we can be or even want to be.
  In this season of Holy Week — Easter we are called to reflec-
tion, prayer and a movement of heart, mind and action through
the experience of evil and death, to new and transformed life. It is
season of hope and promise, a pilgrimage through death to new
life, from darkness to light.

Our journey begins at a high point with acclamation and cel-
ebration, as we hear the story of Jesus‘ entry into Jerusalem to
the cheers and accolades of the crowd (Mark 11:1-10). We end
our pilgrimage on another high point — the resurrection of Jesus
with Easter, from darkness to light.

As we journey from one high point to the next, however, we
must descend into the valley, the darkness of challenge, of strug-
gle, of suffering, of pain, evil. It is a valley where we journey with
Jesus through his passion and ultimately his death. This is a valley
of darkness. Our human experience reveals it as something we all

face in life.  We encounter it in our-
selves and we encounter it in our
world.

Evil poses questions that have challenged reason and religious
faith down through the centuries. Despite all efforts to “explain“
it, evil defies rational explanation. No one has identified the ulti-
mate cause of evil. The principal religious traditions of the world:
Buddism, Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, have all noted
the existence of evil.  But why do we face it? Where does it come
from?

Religious traditions can identify no ultimate cause, but they do
aid us with the challenge. What helps us is how these traditions
present the divine. Christianity, Judaism and Islam all present us
with an image of God who is above all else, compassionate. We
may not know why there is evil, but our Christian faith does offer
us a response to it. It is the response of Jesus — to be compas-
sionate as our God is compassionate.

In other words, the challenge of evil is not addressed by discov-
ering who caused it or why we face it. It is addressed by how we
respond — by compassion and care, for one another and for our
world. This is a week of moving from darkness to light, death to
new life. Jesus embodies God’s compassionate love for all hu-
manity

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday read-
ings with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith forma-
tion. He can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories:
God and us

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
anxieties give way to joy, just as they did for the first witnesses of the
resurrection. We experience God truly alive and with us — we are
not alone.

“Today, as pilgrims in search of hope, we cling to you, Risen  Je-
sus. We turn our backs on death and open our hearts to you, for you
are Life itself,” (Pope Francis, Easter Vigil 2020). May the light  of
Christ shine brightly in each of us, so that by our witness others will
come to know that the Lord has truly risen from the dead.  May we
encounter the risen Jesus in a personal way this Easter, and find in
him the fullness of joy, peace, and life itself.

With great hope in the joy of the resurrection, I remain faithfully
yours in Jesus with Mary,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

(continué de page 3)
C’est dans cette rencontre avec le Seigneur ressuscité que nos craintes
et nos inquiétudes cèdent la place à la joie, tout comme elles l’ont fait
pour les premiers témoins de la résurrection. Nous faisons l’expérience
de Dieu vraiment
vivant et avec nous : nous ne sommes pas seuls.

« Nous, pèlerins en recherche d’espérance, aujourd’hui nous nous
serrons contre toi, Jésus Ressuscité. Nous tournons le dos à la mort
et nous t’ouvrons nos cœurs, toi qui es la Vie » (Pape François, Vigile
de Pâques 2020). Puisse la lumière du Christ briller en chacun de
nous, afin que, par notre témoignage,  d’autres apprennent que le
Seigneur est vraiment ressuscité des morts. Puissions-nous rencontrer
personnellement Jésus Ressuscité en cette Pâques et trouver en lui la
plénitude de la joie, de la paix et de la vie elle-même.

Avec une grande espérance dans la joie de la résurrection, je reste
fidèlement vôtre en Jésus avec Marie,

 Christian Riesbeck, c.c.
Évêque de Saint John

Message de pâques Easter message
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The cosmic dimension
of the resurrection

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin was once asked by a critic: “What are
you trying to do? Why all this talk about atoms and molecules when
you are speaking about Jesus Christ?”  His answer: I am trying to
formulate a Christology large enough to incorporate Christ because
Christ is not just an anthropological event but a cosmic phenomenon
as well.

In essence, what he is saying is that Christ did not come just to
save human beings; he came to save the earth as well.

That insight is particularly relevant when we try to understand all
that is implied in the resurrection of Jesus. Jesus was raised from
death to life. A body is a physical reality so when it raised up as a
body (and not just as a soul) there is something in that which is more
than merely spiritual and psychological. There is something radically
physical in this. When a dead body is raised to new life, atoms and
molecules are being rearranged. The resurrection is about more
than something changing inside of human consciousness.

The resurrection is the basis for human hope, surely; without it,
we could not hope for any future that includes anything beyond
the rather asphyxiating limits of this life. In the resurrection of
Jesus, we are given a new future, one beyond our life here. How-
ever, the resurrection also gives a new future to the earth, our
physical planet. Christ came to save the earth, not just the persons
living on it. His resurrection ensures a new future for the earth as
well as for its inhabitants

The earth, like ourselves, needs saving. From what? For what?
In a proper Christian understanding of things, the earth is not just
a stage for human beings, a thing with no value in itself, apart
from us. Like humanity, it too is God’s work of art, God’s child.
Indeed, the physical earth is our mother, the matrix from which
we all spring. In the end, we are not apart from the natural world;
rather we are that part of the natural world that has become con-
scious of itself. We do not stand apart from the earth and it does

not exist simply for our benefit, like a
stage for the actor, to be abandoned once
the play is over. Physical creation has
value in itself, independent of us. We
need to recognize that, and not only to practice better eco-ethics
so that the earth can continue to provide air, water, and food for
future generations of human beings. We need to recognize the
intrinsic value of the earth. It is also God’s work of art, is our
biological mother, and it is destined to share eternity with us.

Moreover, like us, it is also subject to decay. It too is time-
bound, mortal, and dying. Outside of an intervention from the
outside, it has no future. Science has long taught the law of en-
tropy. Put simply, that law states that the energy in our universe is
running down, the sun is burning out. The years our earth has
before it, like our own days, are numbered, counted, finite. It will
take millions of years, but finitude is finitude. There will be an end
to the earth, as we know it, just as there will be an end to each of
us as we live now. Outside of some re-creation from the outside,
both the earth and the humans living on it have no future.

St. Paul teaches this explicitly in the Epistle to the Romans where
he tells us that creation, the physical cosmos, is subject to futility,
and that it is groaning and longing to be set free to enjoy the glori-
ous liberty of the children of God. St. Paul assures us that the
earth will enjoy the same future as human beings, resurrection,
transformation beyond our present imagination, an eternal future.

How will the earth be transformed? It will be transformed in the
same way we are, through resurrection. The resurrection brings
into our world, spiritually and physically, a new power, a new
arrangement of things, a new hope, something so radical (and
physical) that it can only be compared to what happened at the
initial creation when the atoms and the molecules of this universe
were created out of nothingness by God. In that initial creation,
nature was formed and its reality and laws shaped everything from
then until the resurrection of Jesus.

However, in the resurrection, something new happened that touched
every aspect of the universe, from the soul and psyche inside every
man and woman to the inner core of every atom and molecule. It is
no accident that the world measures time by that event. We are in the
year 2021 since that radical re-creation happened.

The resurrection was not only spiritual. In it, the physical atoms of
the universe were rearranged. Teilhard was right. We need a vision
wide enough to incorporate the cosmic dimension of Christ. The
resurrection is about people, and the planet.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 2)
usual way, parishioners will still be able to process to the cross (physi-
cally distanced) and venerate with an appropriate gesture such as
bowing or genuflecting.

At the Easter Vigil it will still be possible to hand out candles to the
congregation, so long as these can be distributed and collected while
maintaining physical distance. Faithful should be attentive to the di-
rection of parish volunteers, as individual directives will vary depend-
ing on the parish.

Reminding parishioners of the importance of the Triduum, Bishop
Riesbeck said, “the desire of the Church for this week is to help
deepen our faith. These liturgical celebrations are not just meant to
commemorate what Jesus did. Holy Week will be a truly holy week
and a transformative one if we take the opportunity to really enter into
the great mystery of God’s incredible love for us.”  He concluded by
encouraging parishioners to “meditate on [Christ’s] passion, partici-
pate in Holy Week celebrations…and give God permission to reveal
the depth of his love and mercy for you.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com.§

Return to in-person
Triduum masses
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Everyday resurrections

Being Easter people
means celebrating
the good news of the
risen Christ and
opening our hearts
and eyes to the signs
of new life within
and around us.   (CNS photo/Chaz Muth)

By KATHY COFFY

Reprinted with permission
St. Anthony Messenger, April 2020

During the Easter season, I often ask work-
shop or retreat groups to name their own
“small r” resurrections. I do so because it
seems impossible to appreciate Jesus’ resur-
rection with a capital R without some ground-
ing in our own experience. Participants gen-
erate impressive lists: health after serious ill-
ness, a relationship transformed, a shaft of
sun piercing a depressing day, a new venture
late in life. One woman even described seeing
the ultrasound of her new grandbaby two
weeks after her husband’s death. Life and
death brush hands in a mysterious dance, and
sometimes we catch a heartening glimpse.

Such resurgence of life bursts of energy,
and banners of hope — are these not hints of
the Resurrection? When Jesuit poet Gerard
Manley Hopkins asks Christ to “Easter in us,
be a dayspring to the dimness of us,” he cap-
tures this rooting of a lofty, hard-to-grasp
doctrine in ordinary lives. The good news re-
mains an unchanging, steady beacon, but the
way we receive it is coloured by our own
experience. We may join half-heartedly in
songs and celebration because we’re worried
about the rent increase; it’s altogether differ-
ent to sing full-throated alleluias because the
biopsy was benign.

As we sow seeds this spring, it helps to
notice how hard, small, and unpromising they
look. Parents,  grandparents, and teachers are
sometimes blessed to see a seed they planted
— skill with numbers, a commitment to jus-
tice, or talent for music — emerge in a later
generation. But some people never see the
seeds they plant blossom. In his book Taking
Flight, Anthony de Mello tells the story of a
woman who enters a store and finds God
behind the counter. “What do you sell here?”
she asks. “Everything your heart desires,”
God replies. So she asks for peace, love, free-
dom from fear, and happiness for all human-
ity. God smiles: “I’m afraid you misunder-
stood. We don’t sell fruits here. Only seeds.”

Maybe the seed of the good news needs to
lie fallow in us for a while, awaiting the right
conditions to flourish. Maybe we need to tend
the rich soil of grief, probing what we can
learn from it. At such times, we pray that the
tiny seed of hope may grow into the flower-
ing tree of resurrection. If we look closely,
we can probably see around us in nature a
tangible symbol of hope. The laciest green

fuzz appears on tree limbs. The blades of
grass may be only one-eighth-inch high, but
they soon will carpet the hillsides. No won-
der a popular Easter song is “Now the Green
Blade Rises.”

The first witnesses
— and us
Easter comes to us as fitfully as it did to the
first disciples. We carry to the tombs of our
lives the same mixture of doubt, fear, cer-
tainty, anxiety, and joy that the disciples
brought to Jesus’ tomb. He always seems to
choose for witnesses the most unlikely pros-
pects, ourselves included.

Take Thomas, for instance. If Thomas —
stubbornly insistent on tangible proof — can
believe, maybe there’s hope for everyone.
Doubt isn’t evil; it’s the entryway to hope.

For us as it was for Thomas, Jesus ex-
tends the same merciful invitation: “Touch me
and see.” Where we might have expected glory
and trumpets the first Sunday after Easter,
instead the Gospel tells the story of honest,
human groping toward truth. A sunny reun-
ion between Jesus and his friends, who daz-
zle with their resilient faith? Not quite. But
maybe something better: Jesus’ mercy, meet-
ing them where they (and we) are, extending
his hand toward Thomas in genuine under-
standing and compassion. Only by coming
dangerously close to this wounded Lord will
we, too, know transformation of our wounds
— and resurrection.

In beautiful symmetry, the story of Jesus’
human sojourn on earth begins and ends with
an angel bringing astonishing news to a
woman named Mary. As Mary Magdalene

waits outside the tomb, she discovers the
boulder rolled away, the stunning emptiness
within. Readers of John’s Gospel do not know
her thoughts, only her posture. Why does she
remain when Peter and the beloved disciple
return home? Her persistence is clear: “But
Mary stayed outside the tomb, weeping”
(20:11).

Did she have a glimmer of hope, a faint
suspicion based on her friendship with Je-
sus, that the story hadn’t quite ended? Did
her intimacy with him suggest surprises still
lay ahead, despite the limp, lifeless corpse,
the heavy clunk of stone, the finality of sol-
diers sealing it? Did her curiosity trump her
fear? Did she weep because she felt bereft
and hopeless?

Or perhaps she was simply tired, too emo-
tionally drained to think of the next step. When
the future is unclear, it is wise to stay grounded
in the present until a direction emerges.

Maybe Mary was completely depleted, but
she knew deeper down that the God who had
been faithful before would be faithful again;
God wouldn’t abandon her now. No matter
how bleak the picture seemed, she waited with
silent intention: focused, because she knew
something would change.

Her waiting led to surprise: She heard a fa-
miliar voice softly speak her name and ask
gently why she wept. In the Gospel account
of the Good Shepherd, Jesus calls his sheep
by name (Jn 10:3); in this case he uses Ara-
maic, the familiar language of childhood, the
instinctive language of prayer.

He comes to her as she is — dishevelled,
red-eyed, exhausted — not in some idealized,

(continued on page 13)
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Justice Minister ‘glad’ MAiD changes approved
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Making it easier for people to
kill themselves with the help of a doctor and
opening the door for the mentally ill to legally
commit suicide is proof that once you allow eu-
thanasia to take root, it can’t be stopped from
taking the lives of more and more Canadians.

It is the beginning of a slippery slope that
will see the number of people put to death in
Canada continue to go up in the future, crit-
ics of Canada’s medical assistance in dying
system (MAiD) charge.

Despite a plea from a Conservative senator
just before the final vote on Bill C-7 in the
Senate on March 17, senators agreed to ex-
pand the MAiD system and allow for the
mentally ill to use the system by a vote of 60-
25. The final Senate vote followed a House
of Commons vote in which most of the gov-
erning Liberals and Bloc Quebecois MPs voted
in favour of Bill C-7.

Conservative Party Senate leader Don Plett
called on all senators on March 17 to reject
Bill C-7 but he failed to sway most of his
colleagues.

“If there was ever a time to exercise sober
second thought, it is now,” Mr. Plett said dur-
ing debate in the Senate.

“It is not often that we can truly say that with
this vote we have the opportunity to save lives,
to prevent the unnecessary premature death of
the vulnerable, to offer hope to those who have
lost it. But today we do,” said Mr. Plett.

With Bill C-7 now officially the law of the
land, the previous requirement for a person’s
natural death to be reasonably foreseeable in
order to be eligible for MAiD is no longer in

effect, which is a direct response to the 2019
Superior Court of Quebec Truchon ruling.

But the changes to the MAiD system in Bill
C-7 go far beyond just responding to the
Quebec court ruling.

Along with there now being a two-tier ap-
proach to safeguards based on whether a
person’s natural death is reasonably foresee-
able or not, Bill C-7 will allow the mentally ill
to use the MAiD system.

At first the federal government wanted to
block the mentally ill from being eligible for
MAiD, but some senators, including some
Conservative senators, demanded the men-
tally ill be eligible to use MAiD and that will
take effect in 24 months after a review estab-
lishes protocols and safeguards surrounding
how MAiD will be made available to people
who have a mental illness.

“Canada is the prime example of the slip-
pery slope,” said Euthanasia Prevention Coa-
lition [EPC] president Alex Schadenberg.

“The EPC is warning the world not to fol-
low Canada’s lead. In less than five years
Canada, has legalized killing by euthanasia and
expanded it to include people with mental ill-
ness,” he said.

But even as Canada’s MAiD system now
makes it easier for Canadians to legally kill them-
selves, opponents of MAiD in Canada such as
civil organizations like the EPC and faith organi-
zations such as the Catholic Church that have
been outspoken opponents of euthanasia do see
a silver lining in the debate that has occurred
surrounding the MAiD system.

“The good news is that Bill C-7 activated
thousands of Canadians from different per-
spectives” during the debate and has forced
many Canadians to consider the ramifications

of how euthanasia has been expanded in
Canada, Mr. Schadenberg said.

“People with disabilities, Indigenous peo-
ple, medical and mental health professionals
and many others are committed to reversing
the euthanasia trend,” he said. “These are di-
verse, effective and committed allies.”

But despite the vocal opposition to chang-
ing the MAiD system from the Catholic
Church and civil organizations such as the
EPC, the federal Liberal government is “glad”
that the changes are now in effect.

“It has been a long process, and I am glad
that the wait is over. The revised law respects
the autonomy and freedom of choice of all
Canadians to decide for themselves when their
suffering has become intolerable, while pro-
tecting the vulnerable,” said Justice Minister
David Lametti, who is Catholic.

According to the federal government, there
are still a number of issues surrounding the
MAiD system that are still to be determined
and critics of the MAiD system will have fur-
ther opportunity to address those issues in
the future.

“The Government of Canada recognizes
that other important outstanding issues related
to MAiD must still be explored. Areas such
as the eligibility of mature minors, advance
requests, mental illness, palliative care and the
protection of Canadians living with disabili-
ties will be considered during a parliamentary
review of the MAID legislation that would
begin within the next 30 days,” a statement
from the Ministry of Justice said.

“The committee responsible for the parlia-
mentary review process will be required to
submit its report to Parliament no later than
one year after the start of the review.” §

Jesuits' reconciliation channels TRC — U.S. foundation looks north to atone for slavery
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A Jesuit commitment to atone for the sin
of slavery in the United States comes with a
$100-million commitment and a connection
to Jesuit participation in the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission in Canada.

Together with the GU272 Descendants As-
sociation, the American Jesuits have formed
The Descendants Truth and Reconciliation
Foundation. The GU272 Descendants Asso-
ciation represents over 10,000 descendants
of 272 slaves the Jesuits sold to keep their
college in Georgetown afloat in 1838. The
new foundation has a long-term goal of rais-
ing $1 billion to fund racial reconciliation and

community development in the U.S. The Jesu-
its have pledged to raise $100 million in the
shorter term.

As the American Jesuits were figuring out
how to go about reconciliation with descend-
ants of people they once owned and profited
from — they collected $115,000 from Loui-
siana plantation owners, the equivalent of
about $3.3 million today — they’ve been in
touch with Canada’s Jesuits to ask about their
work of reconciliation with Indigenous Ca-
nadians. Native Canadians had their families,
language and culture torn apart by residential
schools, including the Jesuit-run school in
Spanish, ON.

The Canadian Jesuits issued an apology at
one of the first Truth and Reconciliation Com-

mission national events in Quebec City in 2013.
“(Fr.) Tim Kesicki, our conference president,
he has a copy of that statement under the
glass on his desk,” Canadian Jesuit Father Ted
Penton, secretary of the Office of Justice and
Ecology at the Jesuit Conference of Canada
and the United States in Washington, D.C.
told The Catholic Register. “The conference
leadership here has been inspired by the work
that has happened in Canada.”

The U.S. Jesuits have been on the phone
and exchanging emails with Father Peter
Bisson, assistant to the Jesuit Provincial of
Canada for Indigenous Relations.

“Both the Jesuit slaveholding issues in the
U.S. and the Jesuits’ roles in colonization and

(continued on page 15)
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Confronting death: Jesus' last words
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Thinking about a horrible death doesn’t
come naturally to 21st-century humans, even
on Good Friday.

“We don’t want to think about death,” ob-
serves King’s University College philosophy
professor John Heng in London, ON. “We
don’t want to talk about it. We don’t want to

prepare for it. If we do think about it, we
want to control it, manage it, have it on our
own terms.”

Mr. Heng has meditated on the seven last
words of Christ — a Good Friday spiritual
practice that stretches back centuries and has
inspired string quartets by Joseph Hayden, a
choral masterpiece by Cesar Franck, books
by Fulton Sheen, Jesuit writer Father James
Martin and Jesuit theologian Karl Rahner. It’s
a practice that requires us to confront, not
only Christ’s death on the cross, but our own,
he said.

“In (our) cultural context, there is a cul-
tural shift that makes it perhaps more diffi-
cult to enter into the spiritual practice of the
seven last words of Christ,” said Mr. Heng.
“It tends to remind us of our mortality. It’s
not something that’s easy to enter into.”

In a death-denying society, dying becomes
hard to imagine. In the 16th century, how-
ever, it wasn’t so hard to picture a grisly, pain-
ful death. Back then, it happened all the time
and in full view, before hospitals became hubs
of science that keep the dying hidden from
us. In Alsace-Lorraine, sandwiched between
Germany and France, people frequently died
of ergotism, a disease caused by long-term
consumption of rye bread that had gone bad

with a purple fungus.
“People’s extremities felt like they were on

fire and would ultimately fall off, or be cut
off in order to spare them the pain,” explained
Regis College art historian and Art Gallery of
Ontario emeritus curator Katharine Lochnan.

People in the later stages of ergotism would
be brought to a hospital run by Augustinian
monks in Isenheim, near Colmar, Germany.
Unlike modern hospitals, the monastery in
Isenheim was essentially a good place to die.
The monks made no pretence of being able
to cure anyone.

Patients arrived at the Isenheim monastery
and made a full confession in preparation for
a good death. They were given red clothes,
put in beds in the chapel, surrounded by red
bed hangings. From their beds they had a clear
view of a massive painting of the crucifixion

by Matthias Grünewald.
“It was, of course, a form of prayer or

devotion to participate in and engage with,”
said Ms. Lochnan.

In modern art history, the Grünewald cru-
cifixion has generally been treated as a
masterwork, “a fine example of Grünewald’s
style of late medieval altar pieces and all of
that,” said Ms. Lochnan.

“It is considered in the history of art to be
the single grisliest crucifixion and also a very
great work of art — a canonical work; the
artist’s greatest masterpiece,” she said.

Ms. Lochnan hopes to publish later this year
a paper on the theological significance of the
work, which art historians have tended to shy
away from. Her research into the Grünewald
crucifixion is a kind of pilot for a new pro-
gram at Regis and the Toronto School of
Theology in spirituality and art history.

Painted in 1515, oil on wood, the Grünewald
crucifixion is just part of an elaborate altar-
piece that opened and closed to display more
than a dozen paintings of scenes from the life
of Christ. But the ultimate and most impor-
tant painting of the series was the crucifix-
ion, on display throughout the year in the
chapel where people lay dying in excruciat-
ing pain. Uniquely, Christ is depicted covered
in the kinds of sores caused by ergotism.

Thinking about how Christ died and about
his seven last words came naturally in the
cultural, religious and medical context of pre-
Reformation Europe.

“It was believed that by meditating on the
crucifixion, entering into it fully, that you
could, in effect, be redeemed,” Ms. Lochnan
said. “By feeling Christ’s agony and by true
repentance, your sins could be forgiven and
your chance at salvation would increase. That
was, really, their job — to make a good death,
meditating on the crucifixion.”

Patients in the Isenheim chapel weren’t just
looking at the painting. They entered into it,
bringing with them their pain and mortality,
their lives of sin, grace and hope.

“There is this wonderful kind of exchange
taking place between the sufferers, who see
Christ suffering for them with their sores,
taking on their burden — and in turn, they
take on his,” Ms. Lochnan said. “There’s a
quite marvellous exchange there of identity.”

For Mr. Heng, the seven last words are an
occasion for the modern Christian to escape an
overly intellectualized faith. By spiritually experi-
encing Christ’s death on the cross we become
aware of our own vulnerability and frailty.

(continued on page 15)

The crucifixion by Matthias Grünewald. (Wikipedia photo)
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The term paschal comes from the Latin
word Pascha, which is from the Hebrew
word Pesach, which means “Passover.”

The origins of the paschal candle date back
to the early days of Christianity, when they
may have been used for providing light. The
larger meaning, however, is that the candle
represents Christ as the light of the world.

The candle’s wick represents Christ’s hu-
manity, and the candle’s fire represents his
resurrection.

Often the candle is decorated  with ornate
gold bands and  decorated with designs and
symbols such as a tau cross or Easter sym-
bols like the lamb.

The white beeswax used to make the paschal
candle is a representation of Jesus’ purity.

The letter “A” stands for alpha, represent-
ing Christ as the beginning.

The cross, which makes up the centre of
the candle, represents Christ’s death on the
cross for mankind’s salvation.

The symbols of the Paschal Candle

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On March 25, 2021, the
Solemnity of the Annunciation, Bishop Chris-
tian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John had some beautiful words to share with
the faithful about the Blessed Mother, and
what she teaches us. “I can’t imagine walk-
ing closer to Jesus without Mary, who al-

ways points to Jesus,” he said. “Look at Cana.
She interceded when they ran out of wine,
and then she told the servers, ‘do whatever
he tells you to do’.  Go to Jesus!  Mary helps
us go to Jesus as our model intercessor.”

“The thing that jumps off the page, right
off the bat about this feast day is the Incarna-
tion — Jesus, the son of God takes on hu-
man flesh in the womb of Mary,” he said.

Reflecting the truths of the faith about this
mystery — the Immaculate Conception —
Mary conceived without sin — and the vir-
ginal conception, Bishop Riesbeck said, “I
guess what is rather striking to me is Mary’s
response to this invitation. Mary was prob-
ably a young virgin of about 14-16 years old,
and she was asked, chosen from all eternity
to bear the son of God, the saviour of the
world in her womb.”

Bishop Riesbeck reminded parishioners that
even though she was full of grace, Mary still
had to co-operate with that grace. “She had
free will, but she chose to say yes with God’s
grace,” he said. “And thanks be to God that
she co-operated in the redemption of the
world.”

Because of this Bishop Christian called her,
“a model for all Christians, especially because
of her fiat, because of her yes, her desire to
do God’s will which she renewed every day
of her life.”

As his first disciple, Mary was present for
all the moments of Jesus’ life, from his birth
to his death on the cross. She was with the

Mary key in our walk with the Lord, says Bishop Riesbeck

‘The Annunciation’ was painted by Jan
van Eyck circa 1434. (CNS photo/Andrew
W. Mellon Collection via National Gallery of
Art)

The five ‘nails’ or markings on the cross
represent the five wounds Christ suffered in his
hands, feet, and side during his crucifixion.

The date is often inscribed on the paschal
candle as a representation of the church’s con-
tinued participation in the life and celebrations
of the universal Church.

Just as Christ is the beginning, as indicated
with the “A” at the top of the cross, he is also
the end, represented by the omega symbol at
the bottom. Omega is the last letter of the
Greek alphabet. In Revelations, Jesus says,
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and
the last, the beginning and the end.”

When the Easter season has ended, the pas-
chal candle is moved to a place somewhere
near the baptismal font. It is lit for baptismal
and often funeral services as a reminder of
Christ’s resurrection.

With notes from St. Anthony Messenger,
April 2020.§

apostles at Pentecost for the coming of the
Holy Spirit, and at the Ascension, “interced-
ing with the apostles for the coming of the
Church.”

“When we look to Mary as a model for our
lives we may think, how could I possibly do
that? I’m weak, I’m a sinner,” Bishop
Riesbeck said. “But we too can become full
of grace. We are constantly striving for holi-
ness on a daily basis from the time of our
baptism. Our main vocation is to be children
of God, to do God’s will, to co-operate with
his grace. And we become full of grace as
we co-operate with that grace by staying close
to Jesus through prayer and communion with
him on a daily, moment-by-moment basis.”

In order to remain full of grace the bishop
told the faithful, “we’ve got to go back to
throne of mercy, the beautiful, powerful sac-
raments so that we can be reconciled to God
in the Church and receive an infusion of grace
to walk in the ways of the Lord.”

He went on to say that “Mary is key in our
walk with the Lord, in our walk of disciple-
ship. Today we honour her in a special way
for her yes, and we ask for the grace to be
able to respond with docility like Mary did.
To give our fiat and our fiats to God through-
out the day so that we can stay close and
remain faithful to him.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com.§
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Mary comforts all those who die alone, pope says at audience
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Mary, the mother of
God, has been present during the COVID-19
pandemic, and she was by the side of all those
who died alone, Pope Francis said.

"If someone is alone and abandoned, she is
the mother and she is there nearby just as she
was next to her son when everyone else aban-
doned him," the pope said March 24 during
his weekly general audience.

"Mary was and is present in these days of
the pandemic, near the people who, unfortu-
nately, concluded their earthly journey in iso-
lation, without the comfort of or the close-
ness of their loved ones," he said.

"Mary is always there, near us, with her
maternal tenderness," the pope said.

During the audience, which was
livestreamed from the library of the Apostolic
Palace, Pope Francis continued his series of talks
about prayer by looking at prayer in communion
with Mary and her role in people's lives.

As he has underlined often, the pope reiter-
ated that Mary is not a "co-redemptrix." For
decades, some Catholics have been petition-
ing the popes to recognize Mary as co-
redemptrix to highlight the essential role she

played in redemption.
In his audience talk, Pope Francis said,

Christ is the one and only redeemer, and "there
is no other name by which we can be saved."

Christ is also the supreme mediator, he
added, the "bridge that we cross to turn to
the father."

Jesus entrusted Mary to humanity as a
mother, "not as a goddess, not as co-
redemptrix," he said, adding that love moti-
vated some people to call her "co-redemptrix,"
but love often leads people to "exaggerate."

Mary "occupies a privileged place in the lives
of Christians, and therefore, in their prayer as
well, because she is the mother of Jesus," he
said.

However, she is "always in relation to her
son and in connection with him," he said. Je-
sus is the centre, and "Mary is completely
directed toward him."

"This is the role Mary fulfilled throughout
her entire earthly life and which she retains
forever: to be the humble handmaid of the
Lord, nothing more," he said.

The feast of the Annunciation March 25
reminds people that Mary said, "yes," and
promptly welcomed the angel's invitation.

Mary "also responds to our supplications,
she hears our voices," the pope said.

Like every good mother, "Mary defends us
from danger, she is concerned about us even
when we are concentrated on our own things
and lose a sense of the way, and when we
put not only our health in danger, but also our
salvation," he said.

"Mary is there, praying for us, praying for
those who do not pray, praying with us. And
why? Because she is our mother," he said.§

Pope Francis (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

‘Jesus takes on human suffering to draw even closer to people’
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A Christian life should
be filled with amazement -- astonishment at
the son of God suffering and dying for hu-
manity and awe at realizing how precious and
loved people are in his eyes, Pope Francis
said.

"Can we still be moved by God's love? Have
we lost the ability to be amazed by him?" the
pope asked in his homily during Palm Sun-
day Mass, marking the start of Holy Week.

"Let us be amazed by Jesus so that we can
start living again, for the grandeur of life lies
not in possessions and promotions, but in re-
alizing that we are loved and in experiencing
the beauty of loving others," he said at the
mass March 28.

Palm Sunday Mass, the liturgy that begins
with a commemoration of Jesus entering Je-
rusalem among a jubilant crowd, began with
a small procession toward the Altar of the
Chair in St. Peter's Basilica with a few dozen
concelebrating cardinals and bishops walk-
ing ahead of Pope Francis.

Dressed in red vestments, the colour of the
Passion, they held large woven palm fronds
while the reduced congregation of faithful
were sitting distanced in the pews, wearing
facemasks and holding small olive branches.
Due to ongoing coronavirus restrictions, Holy
Week and Easter celebrations at the Vatican
were to be celebrated primarily in the basilica
with a very small congregation.

Broadcast and livestreamed over a wide
range of media, the pope preached in his hom-
ily about Holy Week marking an important
time to be amazed by Jesus, who completely
overturned people's expectations.

Instead of being "a powerful liberator at
Passover," he arrives on a lowly donkey "to
bring the Passover to fulfillment by sacrific-
ing himself" and, instead of triumphing over
the Romans by the sword, "Jesus comes to
celebrate God's triumph through the cross,"
the pope said.

What is amazing, he said, "is the fact that
he achieves glory through humiliation. He tri-
umphs by accepting suffering and death,
things that we, in our quest for admiration
and success, would rather avoid."

And even more astonishing is that he en-
dures all this pain and humiliation "for us, to
plumb the depths of our human experience, our
entire existence, all our evil. To draw near to us
and not abandon us in our suffering and our
death. To redeem us, to save us," the pope said.

With his love, sacrifice and salvation, "now
we know that we are not alone: God is at our
side in every affliction, in every fear; no evil,
no sin will ever have the final word," he said.

"Let us ask for the grace to be amazed," he
said, because not only is a Christian life with-
out amazement "drab and dreary," how can
people proclaim "the joy of meeting Jesus,
unless we are daily astonished and amazed
by his love, which brings us forgiveness and
the possibility of a new beginning?"

Pope Francis asked that people begin Holy
Week with this sense of amazement, by gaz-
ing upon Jesus on the cross, and saying to
him, "Lord, how much you love me! How
precious I am to you!"

"With the grace of amazement we come to
realize that in welcoming the dismissed and
discarded, in drawing close to those ill-treated

(continued on page 15)
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By GINA CHRISTIAN
Catholic News Service

PHILADELPHIA — Jews and Christians
can learn from each other's shared Scriptures,
according to two renowned academics.

Such dialogue, they said, can help to move a
divisive society "from polemic to possibility."

"At a time of tremendous incivility in the
U.S., we felt it was really important to model
how one could be civil in the most serious

disagreements," said Bible scholar Marc Zvi
Brettler of Duke University in North Carolina
during a recent webinar hosted by the Institute
for Jewish-Catholic Relations [IJCR] at Jesuit-
run St. Joseph's University in Philadelphia.

Founded in 1967, the IJCR is the oldest uni-
versity centre of its kind in the United States,
created in response to the Second Vatican Coun-
cil's call for increased interfaith dialogue.

Mr. Brettler joined fellow scholar Amy-Jill
Levine of Vanderbilt Divinity School in Ten-
nessee in discussing their book The Bible With
and Without Jesus: How Jews and Christians
Read the Same Stories Differently, published
last October.

The work builds on their previous collabo-

Jews, Christians can learn from their shared Scriptures, say scholars
ration as co-editors of the widely acclaimed
The Jewish Annotated New Testament, the
revised 2017 edition of which both scholars
personally presented to Pope Francis in 2019.

That publication, first released in 2011,
sparked numerous "emails, letters and calls
from readers, from Jews saying, 'I never knew
that Christians thought that,' and from Chris-
tians saying, 'I never knew Jews thought
that,'" Ms. Levine said. "We also found that
our students had very limited knowledge of
each other's traditions."

To bridge the gap, Ms. Levine and Mr.
Brettler followed up with their current book,
examining key texts through the lenses of his-
torical context, Christian exegesis and diverse
interpretations within Jewish thought.

Then, "in a position of fellowship ... peace
and reconciliation," said Ms. Levine, the duo
asked "what might this text be saying to us
today?"

As Scripture, the texts "continue to have
ongoing meaning," she said. "How do we
have that meaning in a conversation?"

Mr. Brettler stressed that "in terms of fel-
lowship, the most important word in the title
of the book is 'and' ... because this is a book
about how we can read the same (texts) in
different ways and respect each other."

What Christians refer to as the Old Testa-
ment is instead known in Judaism as the Tanakh,
an acronym for the Hebrew titles of that canon's
three parts: Torah ("teaching" or "law"), Nevi'im
("prophets") and Ketuvim ("writings").

Christian Old Testaments themselves vary:
Catholics and Eastern Orthodox recognize
seven deuterocanonical books, along with
portions of the Books of Esther and Daniel,
that are not included in the Protestant canon,
with a few additional books rounding out the
Eastern Orthodox canon.

The very order of the books in a given canon
"makes a huge difference," said Mr. Brettler.
"It really does matter in terms of what is
stressed."

For Jews, "the Tanakh is a separate, self-
standing book, while for Christians, the Old
Testament is part of a larger Bible," a distinc-

tion to which "we
would like to attune
our readers," he
said.

Ms. Levine
added that the litur-
gical presentations
of Jewish and
Christian texts also
shapes how they

are received and understood.
"In Judaism, you hear Torah read from a

scroll, chanted in Hebrew," she said. "In
church, (Scripture) is read from a book in
the vernacular."

Christians "may well see Jesus on every
page (of the Old Testament), and that's per-
fectly fine doctrinally, while a Jew reading
the Tanakh ... is not going to see Jesus at all,"
said Ms. Levine. "And what we wanted to do
is explain that both traditions make sense."

That view has been strongly endorsed by
the Catholic Church. Through the documents
Dei Verbum, the Dogmatic Constitution on Di-
vine Revelation, and Nostra Aetate, the Declara-
tion on the Relationship of the Church to Non-
Christian Religions, the Second Vatican Council
rejected the notion that Christ invalidated the
covenant God had made with the Jews.

Speaking in 1980, St. John Paul II affirmed
the importance of Scripture in the church's
understanding of its relationship with the Jew-
ish people, stressing that the "Old Covenant
(was) never revoked by God."

Collaborative study of shared Scripture can
dispel erroneous conclusions about Christian
and Jewish conceptions of God, said both
scholars.

"Anybody who comes up with an Old Tes-
tament God of wrath versus a New Testa-
ment God of love has (not) read the text care-
fully," said Ms. Levine, who along with Mr.
Brettler pointed to passages and Jewish com-
mentaries stressing divine mercy and grace.

"There's education that needs to happen on
both sides," she said.

In 2001, the Pontifical Biblical Commission
called for just that, saying "Christians can learn
a great deal from a Jewish exegesis practised
for more than 2,000 years," while "in return,
Christians may hope that Jews can profit from
Christian exegetical research."

The journey to a deeper understanding of
sacred texts does not require "coming to some
sort of lowest common denominator of reli-
gion," said Ms. Levine.

"We don't want people to give up their own
particular religious beliefs on an altar of
interfaith sensitivity," she said.

Rather, said Ms. Levine, "we want them to
be able to listen to their neighbours and say,
'Oh, now I understand how you got there,
even though I may not agree with you. Now,
how can we work together?'"

Ms. Christian is a senior content producer
for CatholicPhilly.com, the news website of
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.§
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By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Psalm 148 is a cosmic hymn of praise to
God who created the sun and moon and stars and "assigned them
their station forever, set an order that will never change."

Except that never-changing order is one of constant subtle change.
And that can create calendar chaos.

The ever-so-slightly shifting alignment of the sun and moon rela-

tive to the Earth and to modern calendars explains why the Jewish
feast of Passover and the Christian celebration of Easter seldom coin-
cide. And why Christians themselves celebrate Easter on different
dates most years.

This year, the Jewish community celebrates Passover from the
evening of March 27 to April 4. Easter for most Western Christians is
April 4, but for many Eastern Christians — both Orthodox and East-
ern Catholic — it is May 2.

Different Christian communities celebrated Easter on different
days until the Council of Nicaea in 325 decided that for the unity
of the Christian community and its witness, Easter would be cel-
ebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring
equinox.

But the Julian calendar, which is what Christians used in the
fourth century, was a tad out of sync with the actual solar year, so
March 21 — generally assumed to be the date of the northern hemi-
sphere's spring equinox — gradually "drifted" away from the actual
equinox.

One faith, two calendars: Date of Easter still on ecumenical agenda
In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII, relying on the work of the best as-

tronomers of his time, reformed the calendar, dropping 10 days and
making the equinox fall on March 21 again.

The development of the Gregorian calendar was not primarily about
being more accurate scientifically, it was to ensure the early spring
celebration of Easter, the center of the Christian faith. All other mov-
able feast days on the church calendar — the beginning of Lent and
the celebration of Pentecost, for example — are based on the date of
Easter.

The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and the World
Council of Churches already are discussing ways to celebrate the
1,700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea in 2025. Much of the
focus is on an ecumenical reflection of the Nicene Creed, which was
formulated at the council.

But Orthodox Archbishop Job of Telmessos, the representative of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople to the World Council
of Churches, proposed something concrete: honouring the Council
of Nicaea's efforts to set a common date for Easter by setting a
common date for Easter.

The Vatican is onboard and has been since the Second Vatican Coun-
cil.

Bishop Brian Farrell, secretary of the pontifical council, already is
working with other church leaders to prepare for the Nicene anniver-
sary.

A common date for Easter should be part of the discussions, he
told Catholic News Service March 17. "It would be a great thing if all
Christians, on the same day, celebrated the fundamental truth of our
faith. That would be hugely important."

As an appendix to Vatican II's 1963 Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy, the Vatican issued a declaration "on revision of the calendar,"
saying council members "would not object if the feast of Easter were
assigned to a particular Sunday of the Gregorian calendar, provided
that those whom it may concern, especially the brethren who are not
in communion with the Apostolic See, give their assent."

Basically, the Vatican would agree to a change if other Christians
would.

Several attempts, almost always led by Orthodox bishops, have
been made over the past 100 years to push for a common date for
Easter. It seems most Christians agree in principle but picking the
date or the calendar or the formula has been elusive. And even Google
seems to think there is such a thing as "Orthodox Easter," which,
when searched, gives a different date from just "Easter."

At a 1997 consultation in Aleppo, Syria, representatives from all
the major Christian churches recommended maintaining the Nicaea
formula of Easter on the Sunday after the first vernal full moon,
but said, "the astronomical data" — the vernal equinox and the full
moon — should be calculated using "the most accurate possible
scientific means" and using "the meridian of Jerusalem, the place
of Christ's death and resurrection," as the basis for the calcula-
tion.

In fact, the vernal equinox that marks the official start of spring in
the northern hemisphere is not a whole day, but a specific time that
occurs between March 19 and March 21, depending on the place the
observation is made.

In other words, as the North American Orthodox-Catholic Theo-
logical Consultation said in 1998, the Council of Nicaea used contem-
porary scientific observations of the cosmos to set a common date
for Easter. Modern Christians should do likewise.§

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis uses incense to reverence an
icon of the risen Jesus at the beginning of Easter Mass in St.
Peter's Square at the Vatican in this March 25, 2016, file photo.
Although Western and Eastern Christians celebrate Easter on
different dates most years, since the Second Vatican Council,
the Vatican has been open to a common date for Easter. (CNS
photo/Paul Haring)
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perfectly coiffed version. Jesus’ focus on Mary here is touching. He
doesn’t rehash his own terrible ordeal or triumph in his Resurrection.
He asks: “Whom do you seek? Why do you weep?” Those are good
questions for reflection: Whom do we seek? Why do we weep? Of-
ten the first, easy answers aren’t true. If we respond, “Oh, I’m just
fine, thank you very much!” we need to probe deeper. Maybe “fine”
is the answer the culture expects; Jesus knows us better.

Beloved sons and daughters
When Mary Magdalene was blinded by sorrow, engulfed in grief,

she was too numb to understand the full dimensions of what was
happening, as we often are. But sometimes when we look back, we
appreciate better. For instance, John 20:17 is the first time in the
fourth Gospel that Jesus calls his disciples “brothers and sisters.”
When he refers to “my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God,” he shows that he has accomplished the purpose of the Incar-
nation, stated in John’s prologue. Jesus’ becoming human made all
people the children of God (1:12).

Mary is puzzled because, initially, she looks for the historical Jesus
she has always known, in a concrete, physical body. But her dra-
matic “turn” (Jn 20:16) means seeing him as the universal Christ,
accessible everywhere and present within everyone.

She can no longer cling to the individual limited by time and space,
fatigue and hunger, as all humans are. His new presence moves through
doors, appears in two places simultaneously, and surpasses all the
constraints of gender, nationality, or tribalism to become “Saviour of
the world.” Mary wasn’t completely wrong to think Jesus was the
gardener (20:15), because now he has become every man and woman
who ever lived or will ever live.

What does Mary’s “turn” mean for us? First, we must pivot from
a narrow definition of Christ that limits him to Catholics who look like
us, think like us, speak like us, believe like us, and agree with us. His

mission is to everyone from the
beginning of time, whether Bud-
dhist, Hindu, Navajo, or Muslim.
Could God ever exclude any of
God’s beloved creatures from the
best news ever: that they won’t
die?

To put Mary’s experience
into more common language: Do
we ever realize what it is to be
God’s daughter or son, eternally
sharing God’s life? Probably no
more than we fully appreciate the

Everyday resurrections
blessing of a beloved face, the startling clarity of blue sky, the warmth
of a familiar voice or touch. If we begin with those tangible experi-
ences, maybe we can take small steps toward the astounding news
that what we never thought we’d have, we have. What we never
thought we’d see, we see.

Stirrings of the resurrection
How, then, do we live as Easter people? For starters, we can rewire

our negativity, our fearful obsessions that threaten to blot out hope
and smother life. Instead, attend to the prophetic message “as to a
lamp shining in a dark place, until day dawns and the morning star
rises in your hearts” (2 Pt 1:19). Of course, we have reasons that
tempt us to despair. But we have even better ones to build hope on
Christ’s promise. Whatever evils this life contains, they don’t have
a permanent hold on God’s beloved.

Despite the brutality and outrage of the Crucifixion, the disci-
ples were held in a deeper love. Fearfully, they relied on locked
doors, a natural instinct. On the road to Emmaus, however, Jesus
converses with the disciples who “stopped, looking downcast”
(Lk 24:17). He gets them moving again, having them recount the
events of the past three days. Then he shows them how those
events are only one part of a larger story. He also asks us: What
could hover beyond the fear? If we are Easter people as we name
ourselves, we can become more comfortable with our questions,
more open-ended in our waiting.

As Brother David Steindl-Rast points out in Gratefulness, the
Heart of Prayer, the angel’s message to the bewildered disciples
doesn’t say that Jesus has come back to life. Our concept of life
always ends with death. But Jesus has already passed through and
transformed that portal. “He is not here” means that Jesus has
gone far beyond our limited understanding. All we know is that
“the tomb is open and empty, a fitting image for wide-open hope,”
writes Brother David.

For years after her meeting in the garden, Mary Magdalene must
have cherished the tender tones of a beloved voice calling her
name. All the women must have held in their hearts the words,
“He is not here but has risen.” What words do we cherish? At
some time, we must have received news or an assurance we thought
we didn’t deserve. The person we loved from afar loves us too;
the harvest has been spectacular; despite many setbacks, the chil-
dren have turned out splendidly; the health scare was groundless.
Or even: The health scare was genuine, but we’ve come to peace
with it. This is the season to savor our personal good news, our
entryway to the stunning news that we will live forever.

We can also delight in stirrings of resurrection within, signals of
our inner growth. Sometimes we’ll say in surprise, “I handled that
difficult conversation rather well!” or, “I didn’t get tripped up, de-
pressed, or unhinged by that situation that has always bugged me.”
Insert personal triumphs here: “I turned that rocky patch into a gar-
den.” “I’m learning to say no more gracefully, or assert myself, or
keep a lid on the anger.” “I’ve been building in quiet time for reflec-
tion every day.” They may seem like small signals, but all form step-
ping-stones to resurrected life, even here, even now.

Kathy Coffey is the author of 13 award-winning books and many
articles in this magazine. She has also had work published in America,
U.S. Catholic, and National Catholic Reporter. Her website is
KathyJCoffey .com.§
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OBITUARIES

April 4, 2021 Easter Sunday
First Reading: Acts 10.34a, 37-43

We ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.

Responsorial Psalm:P s 118, 1-2, 16-17, 22-23 (R. 24)
R. This is the day the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad.

Second Reading: Colossians 3.1-4
Seek the things that are above, where Christ is.

OR
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 5.6b-8

Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch.

Gospel (longer): John 20.1-18++
OR
Gospel (shorter): John 20.1-9

According to Scripture: Jesus must rise from the dead.
OR
The Easter Vigil Gospel may be used.

Sunday’s Liturgy

MONTAGUE, PATRICK JOSEPH  — It is with heavy hearts that
the family of Patrick Joseph Montague, husband of Francine (Rich-
ard) announce his passing on March 16,2021.

Along with Fran, he is survived by his sister Terry Gormley (Rich-
ard), his sisters-in-law Patsy Conway ( Randy) ,Rose Richard (Philip),
and brother-in-law Paul Richard. Nieces and nephews, Colleen Charlton
( Clinton), Michael Gormley (Megan), Kevin Gormley ( Megan),Billy
Conway (Jennifer) and Sarah Montague (Christopher), as well as
several great nieces, great nephews, and many cousins.

Predeceased by his parents Stanley and Alice (Lenihan) Montague,
his brother Christopher Montague, and infant sister Mary Bernadette
Montague.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John, NB. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated rom Our Lady of the Assumption
Church, Saint John. Interment will take place at a later date.

HORGAN, JOSEPH PAUL — Joseph Paul Horgan passed away at
his Fredericton residence surrounded by his loving family on March
15th, 2021 after a hard-fought battle with cancer. Born on October
20th, 1963 in Saint John, Paul was the youngest son to Eleanor (Lit-
tle) and the late W. Joseph Horgan (1986).

Paul is survived by his wife and best friend Maria (Steele) and their
blended family; daughters, Katherine Horgan (Matias), Cara Campbell
(Bryan), Molly Horgan (Zachary); sons, Andrew (Charlotte), Joseph
and Ryan; step-sons, Michael and Brandon Bagnell (Chelsey); grand-
children, Lukas, Markus, William, Taylor, Scarlett, Jay, Ethan, Abigale,
Tyson, Brooklyn, Logan, Michael and Gracelyn.

Paul is rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John, NB. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated from the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, Saint John. Interment will take place at St. Joseph's Cem-
etery at a later date.

SHERWOOD, JOY — Born in Hampton, NB, Joy was the daughter
of Amedee and Marvel (Meigher) LeBlanc.
She was predeceased by her brother, Dennis and sister-in-law, Doris
(Maillet) LeBlanc and her husband, Sterling Wellington Sherwood.

Survived by one son, Gregory Sterling Sherwood; two daughters,
Linda Marvel Sherwood (John Connor) and Pamela Agnes Sherwood
(Stan Devine); as well as several nieces, nephews and six grandchil-
dren.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.  A private Funeral
Liturgy was celebrated.  Interment will take place at a later date.

HARRIS, WAYNE JOSEPH — We are deeply saddened to announce
the sudden passing of Wayne Harris which occurred at the Saint John
Regional Hospital on March 20th, 2021. Born at the Saint John Gen-
eral Hospital on April 5th, 1944 and in later years lived in Enniskillen,
NB.

Wayne was predeceased by his mother, Mary Rita Cox (Harris),
father, Harold Harris, and also by his brother James Harris. Wayne is
survived by his sister, Helen Harris (Al) of Saint John and by his
brothers, Dennis (Shirley) and Bruce (Diana) of Washington. Wayne
is also survived by his niece, Brimalea.

He resting at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John where a funeral
liturgy will took place, followed by interment in Fernhill Cemetery.

McNULTY, MARY ANITA — It is with broken hearts that the family
of Mary Anita McNulty announce her passing on Friday, March 26,
2021 peacefully at her residence. Born in Antigonish, Nova Scotia in
1933, Anita was a daughter of the late Angus Neil Kell and Laura Anne
Kell (MacInnis). Anita was the last surviving member of her immedi-
ate family of 9 siblings. She was predeceased by her beloved hus-
band, Edward McNulty in 1981.

Anita is survived by her four sons, Sean (Jean) McNulty, Kevin
(Kathy) McNulty, Jerry McNulty, all from Saint John, and Ed
(Charlene) McNulty, of Grand Bay-Westfield, six grandchildren, two
great grandchildren, several nieces, and nephews. Anita had a very
special relationship with her grand children “little Kevin”, Kaitlyn, Kellsi,
Grace, Anna, and Peter.

She resting at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian burial for the family took place at Castle “Fallsview” Chapel.
Interment in Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

DAVIDSON, JOAN — Joan Catherine Mary (Terrio) Davidson
passed away peacefully on Friday, March 26, 2021 at the Saint John
Regional Hospital. Joan was born on July 18,
1930 in Moncton, NB to the late John B. and
Mary J. (Dupuis) Terrio.

Joan is survived by her husband Bertrand
Harold Davidson, brother John Terrio (Gillian)
of London, Ontario and several nieces and neph-
ews. She is predeceased by her parents and
sisters; Marilyn MacDonald and Janice Bent-
ley. The family is very grateful for Charlie and
Fran for their love and support.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle
Funeral Home, Saint John. A Graveside Service
was held in St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery, Saint
John. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later
date.§
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(continued from page 10)
by life, we are loving Jesus. For that is where he is, in the least of our
brothers and sisters, in the rejected and discarded," the pope said.

After the mass and before praying the Angelus, Pope Francis re-
called this was the second Holy Week celebrated during the COVID-
19 pandemic. While last year was experienced more as a shock, this
year "it is more trying for us" and the economic crisis has become
very burdensome.

The devil "is taking advantage of the crisis to disseminate distrust,
desperation and discord," he said, but Jesus is taking up the cross,
taking "on the evil that this situation entails, the physical and psycho-
logical evil, and, above all, the spiritual evil."

"What should we do?" he asked.
People should be like Mary, the mother of Jesus, and follow her

son, he said.
"She took upon herself her own portion of suffering, of darkness,

of confusion, and she walked the way of the Passion keeping the
lamp of faith lit in her heart. With God's grace, we too can make that
journey," the pope said.

The pope also asked that people pray for all victims of violence,
"especially those of this morning's attack in Indonesia, in front of the
Cathedral of Makassar."

At least 14 people were wounded in what police suspect was a
suicide bomb attack outside the cathedral. As of March 28, no group
had claimed responsibility for the bombing.§

Jesus takes on human suffering

Jesus' last words
(continued from page 8)

“The thing that strikes me is that we reflect upon these last words
of Jesus not in the way that let’s say a philosopher might read the last
words of Socrates in the Crito. They’re not meant to impart lessons.
It’s not the content, necessarily, that we reflect upon,” he said. “It’s
the words as they are embodied in the Jesus who is dying — which
is the act of love. God so loved the world he sent his only son.”

That Jesus’ experience of death is so human, common to all of us,
matters tremendously to Mr. Heng.

“Really I think, from reflecting on my experiences, that people are
at their most, they’re at their most fragile and at their most vulner-
able,” he said. “And at their most spiritual too, I think. There’s some-
thing sacred about that final hour.”

Meditating on the last words of Christ is not a fearful experience,
but a means of overcoming our fears, said Mr. Heng.

“That’s what Christ came to save us from,” he said. “To save us
from a fear of being loved by God. Which is a strange thing, but I
really do believe that’s at the heart of sin — that incapacity to be
embraced by the Father’s love and hence being unable to love our-
selves.”§

(continued from page 7)
residential schools in Canada are reconciliation issues,” Fr. Bisson
explained.

The Canadians aren’t claiming they’ve necessarily got it right,
but the last decade of working on reconciliation has taught them
that reconciliation requires partnership.

“We need the help of those who are still being wronged, and of
the descendents of those who were first wronged, for our own
decolonization,” said Fr. Bisson.

“The most hopeful sign, and the most humbling piece of this as
a Jesuit living and working in the United States, is that the de-
scendants of people who were enslaved by Jesuits in this country
are wanting to join together with the Jesuits,” Fr. Penton said.
“It’s this partnership element, the coming together.”

While a few headline writers in the U.S. have called the $100-

Jesuits' reconciliation channels TRC million fundraising commitment “reparations,” that’s not a word
the Descendants Truth and Reconciliation Foundation is using.

“We respect the right of all who are descendants of those en-
slaved in this country to pursue the dignity of their ancestors’
legacy in whatever way they choose,” reads a statement on the
foundation’s website. “We have chosen to join hands with the
descendants of the enslavers in a sincere process of truth, healing
and reconciliation. We believe this is possible only through a sus-
tained investment in the greater common good of future genera-
tions.”

The money the foundation raises will not go to individuals, but
rather reconciliation projects at the community level.

Rather than limiting its scope to Jesuit slaveholding, the new
partnership is concerned with the broader reality of racism in
America.

“Systemic racism is very much a part of the present reality in
the United States,” Fr. Penton said. “And it has its roots in the
past, including past sins of the Society of Jesus.”

Understanding how the present is still enmeshed in the past is
just the first step in reconciliation, said Fr. Bisson.

“We and the rest of Canada and the U.S. still benefit from what
we took from Indigenous peoples and from enslaved persons,”
Fr. Bisson wrote. “And, whether we realize it or not, we still carry
greater or smaller vestiges of the old, colonizing mentalities.”

Neither truth nor reconciliation are minor diversions, bowing to
political fashion, and the effort has nothing to do with wallowing
in the past, Fr. Penton said.

“There could be a temptation sometimes to only want to look
forward and say, ‘OK, that was too bad then, let’s just try to be
better moving forward.’ But that’s a temptation that really leads
down a false path, without really coming to terms with that sin
within our history.”

Going all the way back to St. Ignatius and his companions, there’s
nothing more Jesuit than reconciliation, Fr. Penton said.

“We really see the core mission of the Society of Jesus as being
reconciliation with God and reconciliation with our fellow human
beings and reconciliation with creation,” he said.§
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Cathedral to host Holy Hour of Mercy
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“The appropriate and incisive answer that God
wanted to offer to the questions and expecta-
tions of human beings in our time, marked by
terrible tragedies.... Divine Mercy! This is the
Easter gift that the Church receives from the risen
Christ and offers to humanity at the dawn of the
third millennium” (St. John Paul II).

SAINT JOHN — This year in honour of
the 90th anniversary of the Divine Mercy ap-
paritions to St. Faustina Kowalska in Poland,
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
(Immaculate Conception Parish) in Saint John
will host a Holy Hour of Mercy on Divine Mercy
Sunday, April 11, led by Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John.

Father Peter Stephen, a Knight of the Holy
Sepulchre and retired priest of the diocese,
has had a strong devotion to Divine Mercy
since it was instituted by Pope John Paul II
on the Sunday after Easter in the year 2000.
As a parish priest in Minto, he began offering
a Holy Hour of Mercy in 2001.

“I felt really strongly about the devotion,”
Fr. Stephen said. “I know it’s definitely au-
thentic and such a powerful message. It’s a
tremendous gift that the Lord is offering in
this time in which we’re living.”

Fr. Stephen felt personally called to pro-
mote devotion to Divine Mercy, in particular
through the Divine Mercy Novena which
begins on Good Friday. He continued to of-
fer the Holy Hour of Mercy at his Minto par-
ish until 2009 when he was moved to Holy
Trinity Parish in Saint John. When that par-
ish closed in 2018, Fr. Stephen was invited
to host the Holy Hour of Mercy at St. Pius
Church (Holy Redeemer Parish) in the city.

Over the years this event had grown from
a small gathering, to one that brings together
250 faithful every year. “It’s an unprecedented
grace the Lord is offering,” Fr. Stephen said.
“When people find out that if they prepare
with a nine day novena, and they go to Con-
fession and receive Communion — when
they find out that the grace that the Lord is
offering those who prepare for Divine Mercy
Sunday is that if they were to die in that mo-
ment, regardless of their past sins they would
go directly to Heaven without any time spent
in purgatory…that’s the reason we get 250
people. They believe in what Jesus is offer-
ing, and they want to go to Heaven.”

Fr. Stephen is passionate about making sure
that everyone knows about the Divine Mercy

Novena that begins on Good Friday, because
he wants everyone to receive the mercy Je-
sus is offering. “God goes to extreme
lengths,” he said. “Where sin abounds, grace
abounds even more — that’s Diving Mercy.
The Lord does whatever he can to save ab-
solutely everybody.”

Like all other Easter celebrations of 2020,
last year’s Holy Hour of Mercy — which was
viewed by nearly 200 people on Facebook
Live — was forced online and was a collabo-
rative effort of many lay faithful and clergy,
including Bishop Riesbeck.

With encouragement from Fr. Stephen,
Bishop Riesbeck will continue to offer this
devotion at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception. To mark the joyous occasion of
once more being able gather in-person, he will
be accompanied by students of the Divine
Mercy Catholic School Choir, who will pro-
vide music throughout the Holy Hour and lead
the singing of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.

Bishop Riesbeck also has a strong devotion
to Divine Mercy and has participated in its
promotion for many years with the Archdio-
cese of Ottawa. During his time there he gave
many teachings, talks, and heard confessions
for hours at a time as part of Divine Mercy
celebrations at St. Maurice Parish in Napean,
near Ottawa.

“When we look at the scriptures it’s obvi-
ous that God’s mercy is his most stupendous
attribute, as St. John Paul II says,” he said in

a homily for last year’s Holy Hour of Mercy.
“Jesus does not just speak about mercy he
incarnates Divine Mercy and opens its riches
to everyone. Nobody is beyond redemption.”

The Divine Mercy Novena begins on Good
Friday. Novena prayers can be found at https:/
/www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/no-
vena-13366.

To register for the Holy Hour of Mercy at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
email cic@nb.aibn.com.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com.§

  The Feast should be preceded by a nine
day Novena of Chaplets to the Divine Mercy,
beginning on Good Friday. The chaplet is re-
cited on the beads of the rosary:

1. First say Our Father, one Hail Mary, and
the Apostle’s Creed (I believe in God).

2. Then on the Our Father beads, say the
following prayer:

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinity of your dearly beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins
and those of the whole world.

3. On the Hail Mary beads, say the follow-
ing prayer:

For the sake of his sorrowful passion, have
mercy on us and on the whole world.

4. In conclusion after the five decades, say
three times:

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal
One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.

The Image of the Divine Mercy is to be
blessed and exposed on the Feast Day, and
publicly venerated. Confession and Holy Com-

munion should be received on the feast day.
An act of mercy should take place as part

of preparation for the feast — merciful to
others in words, deeds and prayers.

Merciful words: forgiving and comforting.
Merciful deeds: any of the corporal works

of mercy:
   1. Feed the hungry.
   2. Give drink to the thirsty.
   3. Clothe the naked / needy.
   4. Shelter / help the homeless.
   5. Visit the sick.
   6. Visit the imprisoned.
   7. Bury the dead.

Merciful prayers: prayers of mercy for the
world.

If a soul taking advantage of this in all sin-
cerity and with proper contrition was to die
after receiving Holy Communion on the Feast
of Mercy and before committing another sin,
the soul would go immediately to Heaven,
without any time in Purgatory — regardless
of past life. §

What Jesus asks for his feast


