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HAMPTON — On Sunday, May 30, the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, Father
Don Savoie, pastor (centre) and members of Blessed Trinity Parish marked the
40th anniversary of the St. Alphonsus Church in Hampton. Story page 12. (Natasha
Mazerolle photo)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis leads an evening Marian prayer service in the
Vatican Gardens May 31, 2021. The serviced finished a monthlong rosary marathon
to pray for the end of the COVID-19 pandemic. Story page 9. (CNS photo/Filippo
Monteforte, Reuters pool)

KAMLOOPS — Canada’s bishops are
expressing their “deepest sorrow” and
pledge to “continue walking side by side”
with Indigenous people in the wake of
the discovery of the bodies of 215 children
buried at the site of a former residential
school in Kamloops, B.C. Story page 8.
(everychildmatters.org image)

VATICAN CITY — Cardinals and
bishops from around the world walk in
procession from St. Peter's Basilica at
the start of the Synod of Bishops for
the Amazon at the Vatican in this Oct.
7, 2019, file photo. Pope Francis has
approved a revision of the process for
the celebrations of the Synod of
Bishops, emphasizing the need to
expand reflections and consultations on
a diocesan level. Story page 3. (CNS
photo/Paul Haring)
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New FreemanTheBy SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — A diocese-wide, online,
Alpha Youth Series recently drew to a close,
with great participation from the area’s youth. 
 The Alpha Youth Series is designed to en-
gage students in conversations about life, faith
and Jesus. Discussion time is interspersed
throughout the short talks to make it easier to
share thoughts and questions.

Through 13 sessions, the Alpha Youth Se-
ries explores timeless questions about life, faith
and God for a new generation.  

This particular series was an outgrowth of
an online diocesan youth group, created, in
part by Margot McAloon-Parker, director of
the Diocese of Saint John Youth Faith For-
mation, and co-ordinator for the Fredericton
Region Youth Faith Formation, Mary Alice
Glasgow, Saint John Region Youth Faith For-
mation co-ordinator, and Patricia Lee,
Miramichi Region Youth Faith Formation co-
ordinator.

 As more and more participants began tak-
ing part in the youth group, six young people
stepped forward to be leaders in a Youth Al-
pha program.  

One of these was Kathleen Desmond, who
was encouraged by Father Owen Burns. Her
brother, Joseph, had taken part in the series
before, and joined her. 

Ms. Desmond felt it was a great experi-
ence, and though the online nature meant that
there was distance between everyone, she said

that she felt together with those involved and
made great friends through the series. She
commented that younger leaders, aided at
times by adult observers, meant that younger
participants could relate with what was being
discussed in a unique way, which made for
great sessions.  

This sentiment was echoed by Stanley
Daley, one of the participants, who joined the
sessions in response to a suggestion, and very
much enjoyed them. 

Mr. Daley found them to be interesting and
engaging, especially with the opportunity to
ask questions and discuss, as opposed to
studying material. He felt that leaders of his
own generation allowed things to be more re-
latable, and permitted a deeper exploration of
faith. So pleased was he that he has volun-
teered to assist in the leading of upcoming
series himself.  

With an average participation of 24, over
the course of the sessions, the organizers
were pleased with the results.  Comment was
made that the dialogue was very good
throughout the sessions and the relaxed na-
ture promoted greater ease of communica-
tion from all present.  

To learn how to train an Alpha team, pro-
mote a series of your own, and download all
of the videos and resources online, visithttps:/
/www.alpha.org/.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region
correspondent for The New Freeman. He can
be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Diocesan youth complete online course

Holy See receives
permanent observer status at the WHO
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The World Health As-
sembly adopted a resolution to formalize the
participation of the Holy See in the World
Health Organization as a nonmember state
observer.

The annual assembly, which is the deci-
sion-making body of WHO, held its sessions
online and at its headquarters in Geneva May
24-31.

The assembly adopted "by consensus" May
31 a resolution presented by Italy that "for-
malizes the participation of the Holy See in
the work of the World Health Organization as
a nonmember state observer," the Vatican said
in a communique June 1.

"This decision reflects the relationship that

the Holy See has continuously maintained with
this organization since 1953, and it bears wit-
ness to the commitment of the family of na-
tions in addressing, through dialogue and in-
ternational solidarity, the global health chal-
lenges that afflict humanity," the communi-
que said.

The resolution confers on the Holy See the
right to participate in the general debate of the
health assembly and other meetings, make
interventions and reply as well as co-sponsor
draft resolutions and decisions that make ref-
erence to the Holy See, among other rights.
However, the Holy See does not have the right
to vote or to put forward candidates for of-
fice.

The resolution acknowledged the Holy See
has been regularly attending the sessions of

(continued on page 7)
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Vatican revises synod process, beginning with local consultation
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Approving the revision
of the entire process of the Synod of Bish-
ops, Pope Francis has asked that it begin with
serious, widespread consultations with lay
people on the diocesan level.

"In reality, without this consultation there
would be no synodal process, because the
discernment of pastors, which constitutes the
second phase, emerges from listening to the
people of God," Cardinal Mario Grech, sec-
retary-general of the Synod of Bishops, told
Vatican News in late May.

The cardinal's office issued a statement that
day explaining how the next general assem-
bly of the Synod of Bishops would work,
noting that the broader consultation on the
diocesan, national and regional levels would
mean that the gathering of representative bish-
ops from around the world would take place
at the Vatican in October 2023 rather than in
2022, as previously scheduled.

The theme chosen by Pope Francis for the
gathering is: For a synodal church: commun-
ion, participation and mission.

The pope will formally open the synod proc-
ess at the Vatican October 9-10 this year, the
synod office said. And the bishop of every
diocese will open the process in his diocese

October 17.
The diocesan phase will go through April

2022, featuring a consultation with local
Catholics discussing a preparatory document
and questionnaire that the synod office will
send out along with guidelines for how the
consultation should work.

"For a long time, there was talk of com-
munion as a constitutive element of the
church," Cardinal Grech told Vatican News.
"Today it is clear that this communion is ei-
ther synodal or it is not communion at all."

However, he said, for there to be true com-
munion within the church everyone must
participate, "each according to his or her own
function: people of God, College of Bishops,
bishop of Rome."

"Perhaps in the past there has been so much
insistence on the 'communio hierarchica'
(communion of the hierarchy) that there arose
the idea that unity in the church could only be
achieved by strengthening the authority of
pastors," Cardinal Grech said. While that may
be an important emphasis when faced with
dissent, "that cannot be the ordinary way of
living ecclesial communion, which requires
circularity, reciprocity, journeying together
with respect to the various functions of the
people of God."

"The Second Vatican Council teaches that
the people of God participate in the prophetic

office of Christ," he said. "Therefore, we must
listen to the people of God, and this means
going out to the local churches."

"The governing principle of this consulta-
tion of the people of God is contained in the
ancient principle 'that which touches upon all
must be approved by all' — 'Quod omnes
tangit ab omnibus approbari debet,'" the car-
dinal said. "This is not about democracy, or
populism or anything like that. Rather, it is
the church that as the people of God, a peo-
ple who by virtue of baptism, is an active
subject in the life and mission of the church."

Listening to every Catholic is "the true 'pas-
toral conversion' of the church," Cardinal
Grech said. "God willing, one of the fruits of
the synod is that we might all understand that
a decision-making process in the church al-
ways begins with listening, because only in
this way can we understand how and where
the Spirit wants to lead the church."

Once the diocesan consultations have con-
cluded, members of national bishops' con-
ferences should have "a period of discern-
ment" so they can "listen to what the Spirit
has inspired in the churches entrusted to them."
A synthesis of that reflection should be sent
to the Vatican's synod secretariat by April
2022.

The new indications also envision
(continued on page 7)

One faith expressed in many ways: Guadalupe Circle strives for reconciliation
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On the Solemnity of Pen-
tecost, the Our Lady of Guadalupe Circle re-
leased a message calling all faithful to be open
to the gifts of the Holy Spirit in working to-
wards unity and reconciliation.

“The Church at Pentecost was born of a
oneness that welcomes and celebrates a wide
diversity of languages and cultures,” it said.
“As part of the Community of Faith born in
this outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the Our
Lady of Guadalupe Circle strives to be a sign
of that ‘one faith expressed in many different
ways’.”

Our Lady of Guadalupe Circle is a Catholic
coalition of Indigenous People, bishops,
clergy, lay movements and institutes of con-
secrated life, engaged in renewing and fos-
tering relationships between the Catholic
Church and Indigenous people in Canada.

This initiative takes its name from Our Lady
of Guadalupe, during which the Blessed Vir-
gin appeared to three times to St. Juan Diego

of Mexico in December 1531.
In his homily for the Feast of Our Lady of

Guadalupe in December 2020, Bishop Chris-
tian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John,, calling Mary the “evangelizer par ex-
cellence” recalled that, “within seven years
of the miracle of Guadalupe, “some eight to

nine million Aztec people received the gift of
faith.” Because of this, Pope John Paul II said
during his homily on the canonization of St.
Juan Diego that, “Guadalupe and Juan Diego
have a deep ecclesial and missionary mean-
ing and are a model of perfectly inculturated
evangelization.”

Former lieutenant governor of New Bruns-
wick and current chancellor of St. Thomas

University in Fredericton, Graydon Nicholas
has been involved with the Our Lady of
Guadalupe Circle since its inception in De-
cember 2016 and is a firm believer in
inculturation. “Inculturation is crucial, not only
in Canada but for the Indigenous people eve-
rywhere who want to practice their Catholic
faith and keep their indigenous spirituality,”
he said.

This is not a modern idea, but in fact one
that has been consistently affirmed and up-
held by the Catholic Church. In his 1537 En-
cyclical Sublimus Dei – On the enslave-
ment and evangelization of Indians, Pope Paul
III was unequivocal in his assertion that In-
digenous spirituality must be preserved.
“…notwithstanding whatever may have been
or may be said to the contrary, the said Indi-
ans and all other people who may later be
discovered by Christians, are by no means to
be deprived of their liberty or the possession
of their property, even though they be out-
side the faith of Jesus Christ,” he wrote. “They
may and should, freely and legitimately, en

(continued on page 6)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. June 4, 2021Page 4

Trinity: mystery in our life
Context matters. Awareness of the bigger, fuller picture helps us to

understand what we are looking at in the moment. In living with
Covid-19 we sometimes wonder why decision-makers so often ap-
pear to change the guidelines of our response to the pandemic. Why
for instance, can they not tell us how long we will be under restric-
tions at the border?

One of the realities of our experience at this time is that Covic-19 is
a new (novel) virus. We have had many viruses among us, but this
one is new. We do not know all the characteristics that mark it. In
some measure we will only become more aware of the bigger picture
by looking at how it behaves in real time. That is, in the day by day
unfolding of our experience. There is no quick and easy response.
Only by examining our experience of the virus, over time, can we
discover the best responses.  In understanding how to respond, con-
text matters. In some ways, it is……… a mystery.

“It’s a mystery.”  Such a statement can mean many things to us. It
might mean something that is unsolvable. Or perhaps it means a question
for which we do not have an answer. On the other hand it may be our
way to avoid a question we do not want. It can even be used to refer
to a type of novel or movie.

Our lives are full of “mysteries”. Every relationship is a mystery for
us. Every time we enter into a friendship, we have to realize that we
will never fully understand this person. The relationship will be in
continual evolution. The deeper the relationship, the greater the mys-
tery. When we speak of the “mystery of the Trinity” or some other
“mystery” of our faith” this is what we face.

“Mystery” in this case is used to speak of something the meaning
of which is so great that we can never exhaust the truth of it. All of
our seeking and searching, all of our questions will help us with un-
derstanding, but there will always be more to discover in our relation-
ships. This is certainly true of the “mystery of the Trinity.”

Matthew in his Gospel (Matt.28:16-20) opens up the many aspects
of this mystery of the Trinity. He does so in relating an experience of
the disciples in an encounter with the Risen Jesus. It is significant that

they have this experience on a moun-
tain, in fact the mountain on which
Jesus presented what we call the Ser-
mon on the Mount. This sermon covers Matthew chapters 5-7. It is
a collection of sayings and teachings which capture the core of the
message of Jesus and the focus of his whole mission among us. In
some ways then, it expresses the meaning of the Trinity for us.

As the disciples encounter Jesus on this mountain, they discover
that they are being included in the relationship of love that Jesus has
with God as a loving parent. They are adopted children of God. In
this relationship Jesus draws them into his mission. He is not “hand-
ing on the mission”, but rather he is “including them in his mission.”

In celebrating the Feast of the Trinity we are acknowledging a truth
that is at the foundation of who we are as Christians. It expresses our
faith in our God who loves us deeply, as a parent. So deeply does this
God love us that God came in the person of Jesus to live among, to
share the life that we live, even unto death. More than this, Jesus
draws us into sharing a loving relationship with God and calls us to
share with others, all others, the loving relationship we have with
God. This gift of love from God brings us to full and eternal life. All of
this and more is expressed in the “mystery of the Trinity.”

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Darkness does not mean devil has won, pope says at audience
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Prayer is not a magic wand or a way to ask
God to be at one's service, Pope Francis said.

Prayer is a humble dialogue with God to grow spiritually and dis-
cover his will for the world, the pope said May 26 during his weekly
general audience.

"In prayer, it is God who must convert us, not we who must con-
vert God," he said.

The audience was held in the San Damaso Courtyard of the Apos-
tolic Palace, where attendees were obliged to wear masks, but many
ignored social distancing rules as they crowded along the barricades
to greet and speak with Pope Francis.

The pope, who had taken off his mask, spoke at length with peo-
ple, blessing them or objects they had brought, drinking maté, swap-
ping zucchettos and signing books.

One of the many people the pope spoke with was Belarus-born
Lidia Maksymowicz, 80, who spent three years at the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camp after she was sent there when she was
2 years old. The pope kissed the prisoner number tattooed on her left
arm and the two embraced.

In his main audience talk, the pope continued his series on prayer
by looking at how people can be certain God really listens to their
prayers.

"Sometimes our prayers seem to go unheard, what we have asked
for — for ourselves or for others — is not fulfilled," he said.

"Why does he not respond to our requests?" the pope asked.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (2735) asks people to think

more deeply about why they demand to see the results of their peti-
tions: "What is the image of God that motivates our prayer: an instru-
ment to be used? or the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ?" it says.

The pope said this passage warns people to avoid "the risk of not
living an authentic experience of faith, but of transforming the rela-
tionship with God into something magical."

"Prayer is not a magic wand," he said. "It is a dialogue with the
Lord. Indeed, when we pray, we can give in to the risk of not being
the ones to serve God, but of expecting him to serve us."

"When we pray, we need to be humble" and believe "that God will
give me what is right to give. He knows," the pope said.

People sometimes pray for the wrong reasons, keen to make sure
God is with them, he said, "but few bother to check whether they are
actually with God."

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Losing the song in the singer
Often when listening to someone singing live or on television, I

close my eyes to try to hear the song so as not to let the singer’s
performance get in the way of the song. A song can be lost in its
performance; indeed, the performance can take over so that the song
is replaced by the singer.

When anyone is performing live, be it on a stage, in a classroom, at
a podium, or in a pulpit, there will always be some combination of
three things. The speaker will be trying to impress others with his
talent; he will be trying to get a message across; and (consciously or
unconsciously) he will be trying to channel something true, good,
and beautiful for its own sake. Metaphorically, he will be making love
to himself, making love to the audience, and making love to the song.

It is the third component, making love to the song, which makes
for great art, great rhetoric, great teaching, and great preaching. Great-
ness sets itself apart here because what comes through is “the song”
rather than the singer, the message rather than the messenger, and the
performer’s empathy rather than his ego. The audience then is drawn
to the song rather than to the singer. Good singers draw people to the
music rather than to themselves; good teachers draw students to
truth and learning rather than to themselves; good artists draw people
to beauty rather than to adulation, and good preachers draw their
congregations to God rather than to praise of themselves.

Admittedly, this isn’t easy to do. We are all human, so is our audi-
ence. No audience respects you unless you do show some talent,
creativity, and intelligence. There’s always an unspoken pressure on
the singer, the speaker, the teacher, and the preacher, both from within
and from without. From within: I don’t want to disappoint! I don’t
want to look bad! I need to stand out! I need to show them something
special! From without, from the audience: What have you got! Show
us something! Are you worth my attention?  Are you bright? Are you

boring? Only the most mature person can
be free of these pressures. Thus, the song
easily gets lost in the singer, the message
in the messenger, the teaching in the
teacher, and the message of God in the personality of the preacher.

As a teacher, preacher, and writer, I admit my own long struggle
with this. When you first start teaching, you had better impress your
students or you won’t have their attention or respect for long. The
same with preaching. The congregation is always sizing you up, and
you had better measure up or no one will be listening to you. Moreo-
ver, unless you have an exceptionally strong self-image, you will be a
perennial prisoner of your own insecurities. Nobody wants to look
bad, stupid, uninformed, or come across as talentless. Everyone wants
to look good.

Moreover, not least, there is still your ego (and its power can never
be underestimated). It wants to draw the attention and the admiration
to itself rather than to what is true, good, and beautiful. There is
always the temptation for the messenger to be more concerned about
impressing others than about having the message come through in
purity and truth. The subtle, but powerful, temptation inside every
singer, teacher, speaker, preacher, or writer is to draw people to them-
selves rather than to the truth and beauty they are trying to channel.

I struggle with this in every class I teach, every article or book I
write, and every time I preside at liturgy. Nevertheless, I make no
apologies for this. It is the innate struggle in all creative effort. Are we
trying to draw people to ourselves, or are we trying to draw them to
truth, to beauty, to God?

When I teach a class, how much of my preparation and energy is
motivated by a genuine concern for the students and how much is
motivated by my need to look good, to impress, to have a reputation
as a good teacher? When I write an article or a book, am I really
trying to bring insight and understanding to others or am I thinking of
my status as a writer? When I preside at mass and preach is my real
motivation to channel a sacred ritual in a manner that my own per-
sonality doesn’t get in the way? Is it to lead people into community
with each other and to decrease myself so Christ can increase?

There is no simple answer to those questions because there can’t
be.  Our motivation is always less than fully pure. Moreover, we are
not meant to be univocal robots without personalities. Our unique
personalities and talents were given by God precisely as gifts to be used
for others. Still, there’s a clear warning sign. When the focus of the audi-
ence is more on our personalities than on the song, we are probably mak-
ing love more to ourselves and our admirers than to the song.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 4)
People need to pray God transforms their heart and to ask the right

questions to discover what is best for their spiritual health, Pope Francis
said.

However, what about when the prayer request is worthy and charita-
ble, like for the end of a war that does not cease, or "when people pray
with a sincere heart, when they ask for things that correspond to the
Kingdom of God," like when a mother prays for her sick child, the pope
said. "Why does it sometimes seem that God does not listen?"

Looking at the Gospels, Jesus heals many people, either responding
to their pleas immediately or much later, the pope said.

Over time, people may see that some things do work out, "but in
God's way, the divine way, not according to what we wanted at that
moment. God's time is not our time," he said.

"Evil is lord of the penultimate day," he said, "the moment when the
night is darkest, just before the dawn" when it is so tempting to be-
lieve the devil has won.

But, the pope said, "the evil one is never lord of the last day. God is
the Lord of the last day. Because that belongs to God alone, and it is
the day when all human longings for salvation will be fulfilled."

"Let us learn this humble patience, to await the Lord's grace, to
await the final day," when God solves everything, he said.

And may people pray that the Lord give them real faith, he said,
because Jesus said faith moves mountains, and Jesus "feels special
tenderness before that faith and he listens." §

Darkness does not mean devil has won
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Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On the vigil of the So-
lemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, Saturday
May 29, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC,
preached on the day’s Gospel reading, which
included the familiar words of the great com-
mission: “Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19).

“This is the powerful message, the Good
News, we are called to share with others
as missionary disciples, in response to Je-
sus’ great commission from the Gospel
today,” Bishop Riesbeck said from the Im-
maculate Conception Parish in Saint John.
“If we want to follow in the footsteps of
Christ, as his disciples, then we must evan-
gelize.”

Bishop Riesbeck went on to say that the
Church exists to evangelize, recalling the
words of Pope Paul VI in his apostolic ex-
hortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, “It is un-
thinkable that a person should accept the
Word and give himself to the Kingdom with-
out becoming a person who bears witness
to it and proclaims it in his turn.”

So how does someone proclaim the King-
dom of God as missionary disciples?  Fa-
ther James Mallon, pastor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish in the Archdiocese of Hali-
fax-Yarmouth and author of Divine Reno-
vation: Beyond the Parish says that a mis-
sionary disciple is:

• Someone who has a personal relation-
ship with Jesus.

• Someone who can share their faith and
share what God has done in their life with
others.

• Someone who is open to the gifts of
the Holy Spirit.

• Someone who has knowledge and love
of the Scriptures.

• Someone who knows basic Catholic the-
ology.

• Someone who is working towards a
daily prayer life.

• Someone who experiences real Chris-
tian community.

• Someone who demonstrates a commit-
ment to weekly Sunday Eucharist.

• Someone who celebrates the Sacrament
of Reconciliation with some regularity.

• Someone who can pray spontaneously
out loud when asked without having a heart

Being a missionary disciple
attack.

• Someone who sees their life as a mis-
sion field.

• Someone who serves in some capacity
within or outside the parish according to
their gifts.

“As Fr. Malon points out, these gifts are
consistent with what mature discipleship
looks like,” Bishop Riesbeck said. “They
are what we want to see in every person.
They are what we aim for.”

Evangelization is not an effort brought
about on its own, but something that
springs forth from an active relationship
with Jesus as a response to his love for
each person.

“The fire of the Holy Spirit needs to burn
in our hearts if we are to be effective and
spirit-filled evangelizers, fearlessly open to
the working of the Holy Spirit,” Bishop
Riesbeck said. He offered several ways that
we can evangelize and bring the Good News
of Jesus into our everyday lives:

1) Nurture relationship, build trust, and lis-
ten to people.

2) Pray for the person you’re trying to
reach.

3) Tell your story, talk about how God is
working in your life.

4) Extend an invitation to a parish social
event, Alpha or other faith formation program,

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC

or simply to pray together.
 “Let’s pray today as we make ourselves

available for the mission,” Bishop Riesbeck
said. “For a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit
to unleash and awaken in us the gifts of our
baptism and confirmation, so that we can do
our part to introduce others to Jesus— the
Good News, the greatest gift we can offer to
others.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued from page 3)
joy their liberty and the possession of their
property; nor should they be in any way en-
slaved; should the contrary happen, it shall
be null and have no effect.”

These sentiments were echoed by Pope
John Paul II during his 1984 visit to
Huronia, Ontario. “There can be no ques-
tion of adulterating the word of God or of
emptying the Cross of its power, but rather
of Christ animating the very centre of all
culture,” he said. “Thus, not only is Chris-
tianity relevant to the Indian peoples, but
Christ, in the members of his body, is him-
self Indian.”

Mr. Nicholas said
that while the work
is slow, people are
starting to come
around, recalling
how the words of
John Paul II have
encouraged the
journey along this

Striving for reconciliation
path.  “All over the world people worship God
and read his word in their own language, and
colour the great signs and symbols of reli-
gion with touches of their own traditions,”
John Paul II wrote in his 1986 document The
Defence of the Rights of the Aborigines. “Why
should you be different in this regard, why
should you not be allowed the happiness of
being with God and each other in aboriginal
fashion?

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Religious think tank backs using financial incentives to reach vaccination goals
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Offering Canadians a finan-
cial incentive to get fully-vaccinated against
COVID would be a boost in the arm to the
vaccination effort across the country and al-
low for severe restrictions against public gath-
erings such as limits on attending churches
in Canada to be lifted sooner, says a religious
think tank.

Cardus, a non-partisan religious think tank,
says offering Canadians a financial carrot to
make sure many Canadians as possible fol-
low through on getting full-vaccinated
would be a good way to ensure that the
goal of creating herd immunity in Canada
is achieved.

And that, according to Cardus, is how
life can get back to a semblance of normal
in Canada since it was disrupted in March
of 2020 when health authorities across the
county started to take drastic actions to
curb the spread of the global pandemic.

According to a proposal put forward by
Cardus, each fully-vaccinated Canadian
would receive a cash incentive of up to $90
that can be spent at local businesses and
charities, two sectors of the economy that
have been severely impacted economically
by the restrictions that have been necessary
since the global pandemic started.

“We have seen vaccine uptake in the United
States plateau,” said Cardus vice-president of
external affairs Brian Dijkema.

“As vaccine supply improves in Canada,
now is the right time to provide Canadians
with an incentive to avoid complacency and
to keep our vaccination momentum going so
we can beat this pandemic,” he said, as new
statistics indicate that the rate of “vaccine
uptake” slows significantly in the United States
and the percentage of Canadians who have
received one dose of a vaccine that in general
requires two doses to be fully-vaccinated is
now higher per capita in Canada than in the
U.S.

According to a policy paper prepared for
Cardus by Mr. Dijkema and University of To-
ronto Munk School of Global Affairs and Pub-
lic Policy assistant professor Sean Speer, “vac-
cine incentives have a track-record of suc-
cess … in jurisdictions like Australia, where
vaccine incentives are in place, immunization
coverage exceeds 90 per cent.”

“Vaccines are most effective when every-
one participates,” according to the policy pa-
per’s co-authors Mr. Dijkema and Mr. Speer.

“Our proposal encourages this participa-
tion by providing Canadians with an incen-
tive that not only helps individuals, but the
whole community,” the Cardus proposal
said “Local businesses and charities have
been particularly hard hit during this pan-
demic, and an incentive you can spend help-
ing a local restaurant or charity recognizes
that the only way out of this pandemic is
together.”

As of May 31, statistics show that over
half of all Canadians (61%) have been vac-
cinated with at least one dose of the differ-
ent vaccines that are available in Canada to
fight the pandemic.

In a COVID update by federal Intergov-
ernmental Affairs Minister Dominic LeBlanc
on May 21, Mr. LeBlanc said the federal gov-
ernment now expects to be able to vaccinate
every Canadian who wants to be vaccinated by
the end of June and have all Canadians fully-
vaccinated with two doses by September.

That aggressive timeline depends on Cana-
dians who have received one dose following
through and getting their second dose.

Cardus’ incentive proposal is a means to
make sure Canadians continue to be vacci-
nated.

“The pandemic has been extremely diffi-
cult for Canadians across the country.

Brian Dijkema (Ctholic Reigster photo)

(continued from page 2)
the Health Assembly as an observer since 1953
and that the Holy See has been a permanent
observer state at the United Nations since
1964.

The Holy See has rights and privileges of
participation in the general assembly and other
meetings of the United Nations and enjoys
membership or is an observer state in a large
number of U.N. subsidiary bodies, special-
ized agencies and international intergovern-
mental organizations.

By taking part in activities at the United Na-
tions, the Holy See "works to advance free-
dom of religion and respect for the sanctity
of all human life -- from conception to natu-
ral death -- and thus all aspects of authentic
human development including, for example,
marriage and family, the primary role of par-
ents, adequate employment, solidarity with the
poor and suffering, ending violence against
women and children, poverty eradication,
food, basic healthcare and education," accord-
ing to the website of the Holy See Mission at
the United Nations in New York.§

Holy See
and the WHO

(continued from page 3)
"continental" reflections between April 2022
and March 2023.

All the listening sessions and discernment
are meant to assist participants, mainly bish-
ops, who will meet at the general assembly
of the synod in October 2023, the cardinal
said.

"We must not forget that the moment of
discernment is entrusted above all to those
bishops who are gathered in the assembly,"
he said.

"Some may say that this is clericalism," the
cardinal said, but it is not, because in the
church, bishops have "a function of discern-
ment, which belongs to them because of the
ministry they carry out for the good of the
church."

"The strength" of the new process, he said,
is found "in the reciprocity between consul-
tation and discernment. There lies the fruitful
principle that can lead to furthering develop-
ment of synodality, of the synodal church and
of the Synod of Bishops." §

Synod process
revised

Policymakers should seize any measure or ini-
tiative that can help to end it as soon as pos-
sible,” the Cardus policy proposal said.

“The research and evidence tell us that the
sweet spot for vaccination demand is the
adoption of public-policy incentives that ac-
count for both material and moral motivations.
The incentive would encourage vaccinations,
address an existing policy challenge that local
communities face and that has a broader im-
pact on provinces and the nation as a
whole.”§
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Canada’s bishops express ‘deepest sorrow’
over loss of 215 children found buried at former residential school
By Canadian Catholic News

KAMLOOPS — Canada’s bishops are expressing their “deepest
sorrow” and pledge to “continue walking side by side” with Indigenous
people in the wake of the discovery of the bodies of 215 children buried at
the site of a former residential school in Kamloops, B.C.

The Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc First Nation reported the “unthink-
able loss” on May 27 that was “never documented” at the former
Kamloops Indian Residential School. The school, funded by the fed-
eral government, was run by the Catholic Church from 1890 until
1969 before being shut down in 1978.

“The news of the recent discovery is shocking,” the Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops said in a statement signed by it president,
Archbishop Richard Gagnon of Winnipeg. “It rekindles trauma in
numerous communities across this land. Honouring the dignity of the
lost little ones remains that the truth be brought to light.”

News of the discovery prompted an outpouring of grief and shock
across the country. Flags on all federal buildings, as well many mu-
nicipal buildings, were lowered to  half-mast in honour of the victims
and vigils were held in several cities. In Vancouver,

215 pairs of children’s shoes were placed on the stops in front of
the Vancouver Art Gallery as a memorial.

“As we see ever more clearly the pain and suffering of the past, the
Bishops of Canada pledge to continue walking side by side with In-
digenous peoples in the present, seeking greater healing and reconcili-
ation for the future,” said Archbishop Gagnon.

“We had a knowing in our community,” Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc
First Nation chief Rosanne Casimir said of the discovery, which was
verified with ground-penetrating radar. In a statement, Casimir said
some of the children were as young as three years old.

“I am filled with deep sad-
ness at the troubling news
about the 215 children found
buried at the Kamloops In-
dian Residential School,” Van-
couver Archbishop J.
Michael Miller said in the
hours following news of the
discovery.

“The pain that such news
causes reminds us of our
ongoing need to bring light
to every tragic situation that
occurred in residential
schools run by the Church.
The passage of time does not
erase the suffering that
touches the Indigenous com-
munities affected, and we
pledge to do whatever we can
to heal that suffering.”

Kamloops Bishop Joseph
Nguyen also expressed his sad-
ness, saying “I humbly join so
many who are heartbroken and
horrified” by the news.

“On behalf of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of
Kamloops, I express my deepest sympathy to Chief Rosanne Casimir
of the Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc Nation and to all who are mourning
this tragedy and an unspeakable loss. No words of sorrow could
adequately describe this horrific discovery,” he said.

Deacon Rennie Nahanee, former co-ordinator of the archdiocese’s
First Nations Ministry Office and a member of the Squamish First
Nation, took part in national Truth and Reconciliation Commission
hearings in Vancouver in 2011 and heard “sad stories” of how the
remains of children were sent home from residential schools.

“I presumed then that the remains were returned home,” he said.
Several questions need to be answered, he said, such as whether

families were contacted upon the death of students, determining the
Department of Indian Affairs policy regarding deaths at the schools,
and whether family names were recorded so remains can now be
returned to their communities.

The Kamloops Indian Residential School was the largest in the In-
dian Affairs residential school system, with enrolment reaching a high
of 500 students in the early 1950s.There were 51 documented deaths
at the school between 1914 and 1963.

The school was one of five residential schools run by religious orders in
the historical geographic boundaries of the Archdiocese of Vancouver. In
1945, with the establishment of the present-day Diocese of Kamloops, the
school fell under the boundaries of the new diocese.

The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, who had teachers
and administrators at the school, issued a statement May 30 express-
ing "heartfelt sadness and sincere regret for the deep pain and dis-
tress" that the discovery of the bodies brought to Indigenous com-
munities. "The heart-breaking discovery brings the tragedy of the

(continued on page 9)

KAMLOOPS — The administration
building of the former Kamloops
residential school in 1970.
(Department of Citizenship and
Immigration- Information Division /
Library and Archives Canada)

Orange Shirt Day and Every Child Matters
Orange Shirt Day is a legacy of the St. Joseph Mission (SJM) Resi-

dential School (1891-1981) Commemoration Project and Reunion events
that took place in Williams Lake, BC, Canada, in May 2013. This project
was the vision of Esketemc (Alkali Lake) Chief Fred Robbins, who is a
former student himself.

The events were designed to commemorate the residential school
experience, to witness and honour the healing journey of the survivors
and their families, and to commit to the ongoing process of reconcilia-
tion.

Orange Shirt Day is a legacy of this project. As spokesperson for the
Reunion group leading up to the events, former student Phyllis (Jack)
Webstad told her story of her first day at residential school when her shiny
new orange shirt, bought by her grandmother, was taken from her as a
six-year old girl.

The annual Orange Shirt Day on September 30th opens the door to
global conversation on all aspects of Residential Schools. It is an oppor-
tunity to create meaningful discussion about the effects of Residential
Schools and the legacy they have left behind. A day for survivors to be
reaffirmed that they matter, and so do those that have been affected. Every
Child Matters, even if they are an adult, from now on.

The date was chosen because it is the time of year in which children
were taken from their homes to residential schools, and because it is an
opportunity to set the stage for anti-racism and anti-bullying policies for
the coming school year. It is an opportunity for First Nations, local govern-
ments, schools and communities to come together in the spirit of recon-
ciliation and hope for generations of children to come.
(organeshirtday.org)§
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With world still in knots, pope turns to Mary with prayers
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Reaching the finish line of a month long rosary
marathon, Pope Francis again turned to Mary, asking her to untie
specific knots that have individuals and the whole world tangled in
suffering and difficulty, either because of the COVID-19 pandemic
or people's selfish reactions to it.

A German image of Our Lady, Undoer of Knots — an image of Mary
beloved by the pope — made a pilgrimage to the Vatican Gardens and was
the centrepiece of the early evening prayer service May 31.

"Each day, taking our rosaries in our hands, we have turned our
eyes to you, Mother of Mercy, pleading with you that the pandemic
would end and humanity could resume its daily life with greater secu-

'The Pope Video' initiative celebrates fifth anniversary
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

ROME — The Pope Video, a monthly video featuring the pope's prayer
intentions, has given Catholics around the world an opportunity to be united
and feel a part of the universal church, said Jesuit Father Federic Fornos,
international director of the Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network.

Speaking with Vatican News May 27, Fr. Fornos reflected on the
launch of The Pope Video, which he believed "would last three months,
one year at max." However, five years later, "it is still going forward for
much longer," he said.

Founded in 2016 during the extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, the
special holy year proclaimed by Pope Francis, the initiative began with
a video message from the pope praying for a specific intention.

The videos were released every month in nine languages as a way
"of helping pilgrims to pray," he explained.

The objective, Fr. Fornos told Vatican News, "was to find a new
language to help everyone pray for the Holy Father's intentions. We

wanted to explain why it was important to pray, for example, for
human fraternity or for peace as the pope has asked us to do."

Since then, The Pope Video has expanded to several major lan-
guages, including Chinese, Swahili, Russian, Korean, Polish and Japa-
nese. This year, he said, the pope's monthly prayer intentions will be
translated in Filipino and the Mayan Q'eqchi' language.

"We organizers weren't the ones who requested the translation of
the video in Maya Q'eqchi'. It was the people of Guatemala and Belize
who asked for it," Fr. Fornos said.

Many of them, he continued, "are young people who watch The
Pope Video and share it on various social media platforms. It is a way
for them to feel in communion with the Holy Father and with the
mission of the church."

Fr. Fornos said monthly videos can help Christians "discover the
power of prayer together, in our diversity, in communion with one
another" in order to face "the great challenges of the world."

"Even if we pray for five to six minutes, this communion is truly a
great fruitfulness for the mission of the church," he said.§

rity," the pope said as he introduced the prayer.
Pope Francis had started the month reciting the rosary in St. Pe-

ter's Basilica. Each day afterward, the prayer was led by people gath-
ered at a different Marian shrine or church around the world and was
livestreamed on Vatican Media.

For the final rosary recitation, Bishop Bertram Johannes Meier of
Augsburg, Germany, gave the pope a special copy of an oil painting of
Mary untying knots from a ribbon; the original, painted by Johann Georg
Melchior Schmidtner, hangs in an Augsburg church where Pope Francis
saw it as a student and began sharing the devotion with others.

After the recitation, the copy was delivered to the Domus Sanctae
Marthae, where Pope Francis lives.

In his opening prayer at the rosary, Pope Francis said, "This evening
we gather before you, our Virgin Mother, venerated in this image as
the one who undoes knots. Many, in fact, are the knots entwined
around our existence and binding our activities. They are the knots of
selfishness and indifference, economic and social knots, knots of
violence and war."

A group of children who recently received their first Communion at
a parish in Viterbo — the first in Italy to become a vaccination centre
— recently confirmed young people, a Scout troop and several fami-
lies, including newlyweds and expectant parents, joined the pope for
the prayer in the gardens. A total of about 300 people sat under um-
brella pines and palm trees, gazing past arches of jasmine toward the
Marian image and the dome of St. Peter's Basilica behind it.

Each of the glorious mysteries of the rosary was preceded by a
short Bible reading and a special prayer about a "knot" needing to be
undone: individualism and indifference; unemployment; domestic vio-
lence and social tensions arising from "injustice and a lack of solidar-
ity"; sickness and a lack of solidarity in providing health care for all;
and anything holding individual Catholics and their parishes back from
gathering for prayer and formation and reaching out to those in need.

After reciting the rosary, Pope Francis crowned the image of Our
Lady, Undoer of Knots.

"You, who know how to untie the knots of our existence and know
the desires of our hearts, come to our aid," the pope prayed. "We are
certain that, as at Cana in Galilee, you will ensure that joy and celebra-
tion will return to our homes after this time of trial." §

(continued from page 8)
residential school system into the light once again and demands that
we continue to confront its legacy," said Father Ken Thorson, pro-
vincial of OMI Lacombe Canada.

The Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc Nation said next steps include working
with a coroner, reaching out to communities whose children may
have attended the school, protecting the locations of the remains, and
seeking records of the deaths.

The tragedy of missing children, unmarked graves, and residential
school cemeteries was documented by the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in 2013. Its final report, Honouring the Truth, included
several calls to action, including the updating of records on the deaths
of Aboriginal children, completion of a national student death register,
and creation of an online registry of residential school cemeteries
with maps showing the location of deceased residential school chil-
dren.

"The mistreatment of Indigenous children is a tragic and shameful
part of Canada's history," said a statement from Carolyn Bennett,
minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations, and Marc Miller, minister of
Indigenous Services. It added that the discovery of the bodies "is
once again a reminder of the harms families and survivors have suf-
fered and continue to suffer."§

Residential school
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Feds move forward with commitment
to adhere to UN declaration on indigenous rights
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Despite concerns being raised by some opposition
MPs over exactly what adopting the United Nations’ declaration on
indigenous rights will mean in Canada going forward legally, the mi-
nority Liberal government with the support of all parties but the Con-
servatives in the House of Commons passed Bill C-15 during a third
reading vote on May 25 and the bill will now go to the Senate for
approval.

All federal party leaders in the House of Commons except for the
Conservative's Erin O'Toole voted in favour of Bill C-15, with the
final vote being 210 to 118.

Conservative MPs have raised concerns about what Bill C-15 will
mean in practice because they claim the federal Liberal government,
which has made Bill C-15 a key piece of government legislation, has
not clearly stated how the United Nations’ 15 year-old declaration on
indigenous rights, which is known as UNDRIP, will interact with
existing Canadian law.

According to the government’s summary of Bill C-15, which is
called “An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples”, the Government of Canada must “take all
measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consist-
ent with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples, and must prepare and implement an action plan to
achieve the objectives of the Declaration.”

Catholic and non-Catholic faith organizations in Canada and so-
cial justice organizations support declaring Canada’s fidelity to the
UN declaration and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in
Canada, which wrapped up in 2015, made adopting the principles
of the UN declaration within Canadian law a key recommendation
when it made its final report.

But it is how the declaration will be implemented in law that has
raised some concerns as Bill C-15 has been debated in the House
of Commons.

“What Bill C-15 proposes is unique, because no other UN dec-
laration has a legislative declaration with application in Canadian
law,” said Conservative MP Arnold Viersen during debate on the
Bill C-15 in the House of Commons, adding that the issue is how
Bill C-15 will be interpreted going forward in relation to what is
called FPIC or “or free, prior and informed consent.”

“I would say we are well on our way to developing systems in
Canada that fit in with UNDRIP and come into free, prior and
informed consent. As our laws develop, with requirements to con-
sult, we see companies going out and consulting,” he said, adding
he is worried that Bill C-15 as it stands now may actually end up
creating “confusion.”

“All this bill would do is create uncertainty. It would bring in a
new element. There is a lack of clarity around that,” he said. “That
is what is being introduced with this bill. What is free, prior and
informed consent, and how does it relate to duty to consult?”

“When I asked the Department of Justice officials about this at
committee, they said that I was correct, that it is a unique thing,”

Mr. Viersen said.
“We are looking for clarity on a

number of things, and this bill would
not do anything to clarify any of these
issues,” he said.

But federal Justice Minister David
Lametti said the government has been
clear and that the UNDRIP declaration
reaffirms the government’s commit-
ment to make sure that First Nations
in Canada are consulted in a meaning
and full manner but dismisses the idea
that Bill C-15 would give First Nations
a form of veto power.

“FPIC is about meaningful con-
sultation, discussion and dialogue with
indigenous peoples affected by a par-
ticular decision, say a resource devel-

opment project, that they be at the table from the beginning,” said
Mr. Lametti.

  “FPIC is a process,” he said.
“It is going to continue to be a
process. It will be contextual,
so there is no way to precisely
define it at the outset, and there
is no way it should be precisely
defined at the outset.”
  But Mr. Viersen, who is the Con-
servative MP for the Alberta rid-
ing of Peace River-Westlock, said
the government has not made it
clear if at the end of the day the
duty to consult will in fact be in-
terpreted as a First Nations veto
by the courts in the future since
the actual wording of Bill C-15
does not specifically say it does
not.
  “If the government is insistent
that it does not mean a veto, what
does it mean? What does that
consultation piece look like? Does
the jurisprudence on duty to con-
sult still stand?” he said.§

Arnold Viersen
(House of Commons photo)

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com
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OBITUARIES

June 6, 2021   The Solemnity of the  Most Holy
Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi)

Sunday’s Liturgy

First Reading: Exodus 24.3-8
See the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 116.12-13, 15+16bc, 17-18 (R.13)
R. I will lift up the cup of salvation,

and call on the name of the Lord.
OR R. Alleluia!

Second Reading:   Hebrews 9.11-15
The blood of Christ will purify our consciences.

Gospel: Mark 14.12-16, 22-26
Take; this is my Body. Drink; this is my Blood.

O'PRAY, ANNA MARIE — Anna Marie O’Pray was born in Saint
John on May 4, 1930, she was the daughter of the late Justin and Nan
O'Pray (nee Ryan). Predeceased by her brother John Ryan O'Pray on
December 31, 1988.

Anna Marie graduated from St. Vincent’s Girls Highschool and
Mount Carmel Academy, commercial department. She was employed
by Revenue Canada (taxation), now The CRA and retiring with over
35 years of service. She attended St. Pius - Holy Redeemer Parish.

She is survived by first cousins David Ryan (Donna) and Isobel
Forestell.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan's Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. At Anna Marie's request, there was no visit-
ing. A private graveside service was held at St. Josephs Cemetery.

MOAR, FAITH IDA — With profound sadness, the family of Faith
Ida Moar of Kennebec Manor, Saint John, NB announce her peace-
fully transition from this life to the next, to be embraced by the love of
her life Dr. James Donald (Don) Moar and her parents Harry and
Marjorie (Coles) Richardson.

When Faith was a little girl growing up during the Second World
War in England, she had three ambitions: to be a nurse, to be a wife
and to be a mother.

With incredible will and intelligence, Faith made those dreams come
true. She obtained her nursing and midwifery education at Manfield
Orthopedic Hospital, Northhampton and The Radcliffe Infirmary in Ox-
ford, England. There, she met and married Don and moved to Canada in
1958. They raised four daughters who adored them (and each other). Her
family, friends and Catholic faith were her greatest sources of strength,
and wherever she was, Faith created a community.

In addition to Don and her parents, she was pre-deceased by her
brothers David and sister-in-law Eileen, Ray, Dennis and his wife
Joyce. She was also pre-deceased by Don’s parents, uncles and aunts
and brothers and sisters, all of whom warmly welcomed her to
Chatham, NB where she began her life in Canada.

Faith/Mom/Granny/Grammy/Gigi is survived by daughter Helen
Milne, husband Peter, and children James (Kalyn and great grandchil-
dren Patrick and Katie), Brendan (Samantha Charlesworth and great

grandchildren Lily and Noah), Jordan, and Fiona (James Wilson);
daughter Jane Logan, husband Bruce and children Claire and Ian;
daughter Nancy (Dave Drinnan); and daughter Amy McInnes, hus-
band Donald and children Angus, Charlotte and Finlay. She is also
survived by sister-in-law Eve Richardson of England and many nieces
and nephews and friends.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Funeral Home, Saint
John. There will be no visitation. A Mass of Christian burial took place
at Our Lady of Assumption Church, Saint John. Internment will take
place, alongside Don, at St. Michael’s Cemetery, Miramichi in the fall.

LEAHY. WILLIAM ROBERT ‘BILL’ — After a period of failing
health, we announce the passing of William Robert “Bill” Leahy on
Friday, May 28, 2021 at Bobby’s Hospice.  Born in Saint John, NB on
July 19, 1933, he was the eldest son of the late Emily G. (Quinlan)
(Leahy) Doucette and Arthur Timothy Leahy and stepfather William
Arthur Doucette.

Bill is survived by his children, Theresa Mercer (Ian), Anne Marie
Ahearn (Bob), John (Marian), Mary Lou Lawlor (Bill), Margie, Tim
(Shelley), Mark (Stephanie) and Maureen Olsen (Tim); his 13 grand-
children, Matthew Duguay (Kathryn), Colin (Susan), Quinn (Chel-
sea) and Evan Mercer, Liam and Abbie Lawlor, Thomas, Daniel
(Danielle) and Lucas (Carina) Maxwell and their father Jeff Maxwell,
Joshua Leahy, Hudson Leahy, Emily (Brady) and Jane Olsen; great-
granddaughter, Ruby Mercer and several nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his wife of 63 years, Mary (Daley) Leahy;
his parents; his brother, John “Jack” Arthur Leahy and son-in-law,
Andrew Terris and many other extended family members.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. The Mass of Christian Burial is to celebrated at (Our Lady of
Good Counsel Parish (St. Joseph’s Church), Saint John on Saturday,
August 21, 2021 at 10:00 am.

CYR, MARY MARLENE —  It is with heavy hearts that we an-
nounce the peaceful passing of our dear mother, Mary Marlene Cyr,
wife of the late Romeo Cyr, at her residence in Passamaquoddy Lodge
in Saint Andrews-by-the -Sea on Saturday, May 29th, 2021.

Born March 10th, 1935 in Saint John, she was the daughter of the
late E. Gertrude Hayes (Mckenna) and Joseph Francis Hayes.

Marlene is survived by her loving children: Jacques (Leslie) of
Dartmouth, Michèle Leger (Paul) of Saint Andrews, Marc (Dawn) of
Toronto, Robert (Tara) of Fredericton, Giselle Neil (Steve) of Saint
Andrews; her grandchildren: Emily, Luke, Lillie, Philip, Jocelyn, Danielle,
Michael, Liam, Aidan (Hannah), Lauren, Colin, Kate, Gregor and Grace;
one great-grandson Frederic, as well as one more on the way; sister-in-

law Leone Cyr, several nieces and
nephews and cousins. Besides her
parents, Marlene was predeceased
by her sister, Maureen and brother,
Donald.
  Arrangements were under the care
of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A private Mass of Christian
Burial took place from Holy Spirit
Parish (St. Rose Worship Site),
Saint John. Interment took place in
Holy Cross Cemetery.§
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SAINT JOHN — Our  Lady of Good Counsel in Saint John celebrated First Eucharist
on Saturday, May 15. (L to r) Father Ralph McRae, pastor, Liam O’Reilly, Emily O’Reilly,
Lily Moriarty, Feyona Turple, Abigail O’Leary, Janet Perry, catechist and Emmett
Foley.  Missing from the photo were Wilson Connors and Jack Connors. (Submitted

photo)

SUMMERVILLE — Blessed Trinity Parish at St. Bridget’s Mission in Summerville
celebrated First Eucharist on Saturday, May 29. (L to r) Brandon Roy, Hayden Cusack,
Aislin Blanchard, Bella White, Sykler White, Conner Crouse and Cade Lambert. Father
Don Savoie, pastor is back. (Submitted photo)

Blessed Trinity Parish celebrates 40 years of St. Alphonsus Church
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

HAMPTON — On Sunday, May 30, the
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, mem-
bers of Blessed Trinity Parish marked an im-
portant occasion: the 40th anniversary of the
St. Alphonsus Church in Hampton.

The church was full nearly to pandemic
capacity (50% while maintaining physical dis-
tancing between bubbles) to mark this joy-
ous occasion.

“It’s wonderful as we gather people from
the various worship sites of Blessed Trinity
and people who are moving to Hampton,”
Father Don Savoie, pastor of Blessed Trinity

Parish said in his opening prayer.
Blessed Trinity Parish also includes St. An-

thony’s Church in Upham and St. Bridget’s
in Summerville. “It is serendipitous, a grace-
filled moment that we celebrate today the 40th

anniversary of St. Alphonsus church.”
“As we gather this morning, we remember

the roots of this community,” Fr. Savoie said.
He recalled the original church of St. Stephen
that was closer to Norton than to Hampton
and was destroyed by fire. “They picked up
and they built a new church, which is always
the great gift of community. We need to gather
as a worship place, as a place that sums up
the best within us, to go forth and build the
Kingdom of God.”

From there Fr. Savoie recounted how in
1980 construction began on the present wor-
ship site on Church Street in Hampton.

The parish officially moved into the newly
constructed St. Alphonsus church in Febru-
ary 1981, and the first mass was celebrated
at noon on March 1, 1981.

In May of that year, it was dedicated to St.
Alphonsus Liguori, founder of the
Redemptorists order of priests who served
the now closed St. Peter’s Church in Saint
John, which at that time, included St. Bridg-
et’s Church as a mission.

The Redemptorists are known for their
powerful preaching, and according to the
parish website, “the story is told that the
Hampton parishioners requested that the new
church be named St. Alphonsus after a mis-
sion was conducted here by members of the
order which he had founded”.

“We are called to change the world,” Fr.
Savoie went on to say. “Individually, as a parish
community, as worship sites. All those who have
gone before us, all those who are here.  And we
move forward with confidence, rejoicing and
giving thanks…accepting the challenge to build,
to protect, to forgive, and to acknowledge that
God does all of that in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

St. Alphonsus Church (File photo)


