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ST. JACOB’S, ON — Renowned Canadian sculptor Timothy Schmalz’s newest creation is called Residential School and
crafts a classroom with a lone Indigenous girl sitting at one of 14 desks — representing Canada, each province and territory
— resting her head with a feather in her hand. The recent revelations of unmarked graves at former residential schools has
brought plenty of destruction, but Mr. Schmalz said his work aims to build up. Story page 4. (Photos courtesy of Timothy
Schmalz)

OTTAWA — Mary Simon has been appointed the first
Indigenous person to be Canada’s governor-general in
Canada’s 156 year  history. The appointment is being called
a “meaningful” step towards reconciliation. Story page 7.
(CTV News photo)

VATICAN CITY — A Tridentine-rite Mass is celebrated at St.
Peter’s Basilica in this file photo. Pope Frances has restored
limits on the celebration of this type of mass. Story page 2.
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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New FreemanThe
Appealing to need for unity,
pope restores limits on pre-Vatican II mass
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Saying he was acting
for the good of the unity of the Catholic
Church, Pope Francis has restored limits on
the celebration of the mass according to the
Roman Missal in use before the Second Vati-
can Council, overturning or severely restrict-
ing permissions St. John Paul II and Pope
Benedict XVI had given to celebrate the so-
called Tridentine-rite Mass.

"An opportunity offered by St. John Paul
II and, with even greater magnanimity by
Benedict XVI, intended to recover the unity
of an ecclesial body with diverse liturgical
sensibilities, was exploited to widen the gaps,
reinforce the divergences and encourage disa-
greements that injure the church, block her
path and expose her to the peril of division,"
Pope Francis wrote in a letter to bishops July
16.

The text accompanies his apostolic letter
Traditionis Custodes (Guardians of the Tra-
dition), declaring the liturgical books promul-
gated after the Second Vatican Council to be
"the unique expression of the 'lex orandi' (law
of worship) of the Roman Rite," restoring the
obligation of priests to have their bishops'
permission to celebrate according to the "ex-
traordinary" or pre-Vatican II mass and or-
dering bishops not to establish any new groups
or parishes in their dioceses devoted to the
old liturgy.

Priests currently celebrating mass accord-
ing to the old missal must request authoriza-
tion from their bishop to continue doing so,
Pope Francis ordered, and for any priest or-
dained after the document's publication July
16, the bishop must consult with the Vatican
before granting authorization.

Pope Francis also transferred to the Con-
gregation for Divine Worship and the Sacra-
ments responsibility for overseeing the im-
plementation of the new rules.

In 2007, Pope Benedict XVI issued
Summorum Pontificum on the use of the pre-
Vatican II Roman liturgy. It said any priest of
the Latin-rite church may, without any fur-
ther permission from the Vatican or from his
bishop, celebrate the "extraordinary form" of
the mass according to the rite published in
1962. The Roman Missal based on the revi-
sions of the Second Vatican Council was pub-
lished in 1969.

The conditions Pope Benedict set out for

use of the old rite were that there was a de-
sire for it, that the priest knows the rite and
Latin well enough to celebrate in a worthy
manner and that he ensures that the good of
parishioners desiring the extraordinary form
"is harmonized with the ordinary pastoral care
of the parish, under the governance of the
bishop in accordance with Canon 392, avoid-
ing discord and favouring the unity of the
whole church."

The now-retired pope also insisted that
Catholics celebrating predominantly accord-
ing to the old rite acknowledge the validity of
the new mass and accept the teachings of the
Second Vatican Council.

In his letter to bishops, Pope Francis said
that responses to a survey of the world's bish-
ops carried out last year by the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith "reveal a situa-
tion that preoccupies and saddens me and per-
suades me of the need to intervene. Regretta-
bly, the pastoral objective of my predeces-
sors, who had intended 'to do everything pos-
sible to ensure that all those who truly pos-
sessed the desire for unity would find it pos-
sible to remain in this unity or to rediscover it
anew,' has often been seriously disregarded."

"Ever more plain in the words and attitudes
of many is the close connection between the
choice of celebrations according to the litur-
gical books prior to Vatican Council II and
the rejection of the church and her institu-
tions in the name of what is called the 'true
church,'" Pope Francis wrote.

To promote the unity of the church, Pope
Francis said, bishops should care for those
Catholics "who are rooted in the previous form
of celebration" while helping them "return in
due time" to the celebration of mass accord-
ing to the new Missal.

The pope also indicated he believed that
sometimes parishes and communities devoted
to the older liturgy were the idea of the priests
involved and not the result of a group of Catho-
lic faithful desiring to celebrate that mass.

Pope Francis asked bishops "to discontinue
the erection of new personal parishes tied
more to the desire and wishes of individual
priests than to the real need of the 'holy peo-
ple of God.'"

However, he also said that many people find
nourishment in more solemn celebrations of
mass, so he asked bishops "to be vigilant in
ensuring that every liturgy be celebrated with
decorum and fidelity to the liturgical books

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)
promulgated after Vatican Council II, without the eccentricities that can
easily degenerate into abuses."

The liturgical life of the church has changed and developed over the
centuries, the pope noted.

"St. Paul VI, recalling that the work of adaptation of the Roman
Missal had already been initiated by Pius XII, declared that the revision
of the Roman Missal, carried out in the light of ancient liturgical sources,
had the goal of permitting the church to raise up, in the variety of
languages, 'a single and identical prayer' that expressed her unity," Pope
Francis said. "This unity I intend to re-establish throughout the church
of the Roman Rite."§

Pope restores limits

'Intolerable' violence no answer for anger
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

With 20 churches across Canada — mostly
Catholic — torched by mid-July in the fallout of
the discovery of unmarked graves at former resi-
dential schools, the silence from political leaders
has been deafening, says Deacon Andrew
Bennett.

“We have to recognize that it is never right to
burn a place of worship whether it be a church,
a mosque, a synagogue — it’s never right,” said
Deacon Bennett, program director for religious
freedom and faith community engagement at the
Cardus Religious Freedom Institute. “The anger
that some people have about residential schools,
and the woundedness that comes with that, is
understandable, but the violence is inexcusable

and intolerable.”
But it is the lack of voices speaking out against

such actions that is more disturbing, he said.
“What is more unacceptable is the relative si-

lence and indifference coming from much of
the mainstream media and political leaders.”

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau did condemn
the church burnings, adding that anger against
the government and the Church was “under-
standable.”

Matters weren’t helped when the executive
director of the B.C. Civil Liberties Association
tweeted her support for the burning of churches.
In a June 30 tweet Harsha Walia wrote “burn it
all down,” though she later said her words were
taken “out of context.”

As of July 13, nearly 20 churches across
Canada had been set ablaze while dozens of oth-

ers were vandalized with orange or red paint
strewn on the outside of the building or on exte-
rior religious monuments.

The Archdiocese of Vancouver, where a
number of the churches are located, issued a
July 5 statement calling for “reconciliation, dia-
logue and atonement” rather than “hatred and
violence” in the wake of attacks.

(continued on page 9)

Andrew Bennett (CCN file photo)

Anti-Christian hate crimes high in Europe, North America
By TERRY O’NEILL
The B.C. Catholic

Located in southwest France, the village of Tasque (pop. 211) boasts a
single Catholic church, Eglise Saint-Pierre de Tasque, which until mid-
May was closed for restoration. Just days after it reopened, however,
vandals ransacked it.

According to a report published by the Vienna-based Observatory on
Intolerance and Discrimination against Christians in Europe, the vandals
desecrated the altar “through inscriptions,” and damaged chandeliers, fur-

niture, and several statues.
The destruction was typical

of scores of such incidents that
take place every year in Europe, a
continent whose record of anti-
Christian, anti-Catholic attacks, and
hate crimes point to a troubling
worldwide rise of the sort of anti-
Church intolerance, vandalism, and
arson recorded this summer in
Canada.

In Europe, in 2018 (the last
year for which it compiled com-

plete figures), the Observatory reported an increase “in the number of
churches, Christian symbols, and cemeteries across Europe being vandal-
ized, desecrated, and burned, compared to previous years.”

In all, the Observatory documented more than 325 hostile actions di-
rected towards Christians in 2018—everything from the “smash” of physical
attacks to the “squeeze” of interference with religious liberty.

Of particular concern to the Observatory were events in France, where
a 285-percent increase in “anti-Christian incidents” was recorded over 10
years. An Observatory spokesperson, Ellen Fantini, told reporters that
those responsible for the attacks in France were most often radical leftists,
“radicalized Islamists,” and radical feminists.

The Observatory is a registered nongovernmental organization in Aus-
tria and a member of the Fundamental Rights Platform of the EU-Funda-
mental Rights Agency.
Other statistics support the Observatory’s concerns. The Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) reported in November
2020 that it documented almost 600 hate crimes against Christians in
Europe in 2019, 76 per cent of which were attacks against property, and
10 percent of which were assaults against Christians.

The OSCE recorded at least 20 arson attacks against churches in France
alone in 2019. Fourteen other incidents involved a tabernacle being broken
into, with the hosts either thrown on the floor, destroyed, or stolen. One

(continued on page 14)
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Faith: prayer, relationship
and action

Wearing a mask, maintaining self-distancing, avoiding crowds –
these are all part of our lives over the past year and a half. They are
ways we respond to Covid-19 in check and keep ourselves safe from
the virus. But they come at a price. We are more than discrete indi-
viduals. We are part of a human community and we live in communi-
ties. We need one another and the relationships that bring us life. Our
contacts with each other are where we find ourselves fully alive and
fully human. Isolation is hard.

In 2013, as Pope Francis took on his role of leadership for our
Catholic church, he began with a clear statement of the nature of our
Catholic faith as communal. It is about our relationship with God and
with one another. He expressed this in an apostolic exhortation enti-
tled The Joy of the Gospel. Such an exhortation or encouragement is

intended to set some direction for us.
Pope Francis sees our church as a

missionary community, sharing the
Good News, the joy of the Gospel. As he put it: “The Church which
‘goes forth’ is a community of missionary disciples who take the first
step, who are involved and supportive….” (Joy of the Gospel 24). It
is about reaching out to one another in love and sharing life-giving
good news in word and action.

In Mark’s Gospel we see the disciples returning to Jesus from
mission and relating all they had done (Mk 6:30-34). Jesus invites
them to a “deserted” place, to renew their energies. In the Scriptures,
deserted or desert places are often occasions to renew and regain
direction and strength.

In the Old Testament book of Exodus, the Israelites escape from
Egypt through the desert of Sinai. For them it will be a place of
transition from slavery to freedom. It is also in that desert where they
discover who they are as a people. They are the beloved People of
God, marked by relationships with one another and with their God. In
the Gospels of the New Testament, the desert appears again follow-
ing Jesus’s baptism by John and the Spirit’s descent upon him (Matt
4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13). In the desert, the Spirit Jesus to
the close relationship he has with God who loves as a parent love a
child. With this, he embarks on his mission to share this good news
for all.

When Jesus invites his disciples to a deserted place, he is inviting
them to come away that they might reflect on who they are and what
they are doing. It is what Jesus did in prayer. Taking the space and the
occasion for such a step is the purpose of prayer or the desert. Just
like the Israelites in the desert or as Jesus himself experienced, so too
the disciples have a need for such reflection.

The disciples will come to see that faith is all about nurturing the
loving relationship to which they are called, with God and with one
another. The experience with Jesus will offer them a faith that is
relational. Such faith rests not in the head alone. It is a faith of the
heart. From the heart comes a loving bond — with God and with all
humanity.

A recent online reflection from Father Richard Rohr expressed this
vision of living faith: For many Christians, their belief is often just
knowledge “on ice,” not experiential, first-hand knowledge “on fire.”
Even though we call them both faith, there is a difference between
intellectual belief and real trust….Only the second is biblical faith:
when our walk matches our talk. (Richard Rohr, 7 Jul 21, Center for
Contemplation and Action)

The faith of a disciple of Jesus is a loving relationship. It reflects
our relationship with God who love us unconditionally, like a loving
parent. Such a relationship is more in actions than in words.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Canadian Catholic sculptor
builds as others tear down
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

ST. JACOB’S, ON — As the statues fall across the nation, there is
little positive sculptor Timothy Schmalz can glean from the anger and
destruction.

Egerton Ryerson, John A. Macdonald, Queens Victoria and Eliza-
beth have all felt the wrath of crowds upset with Canada’s residential
school legacy as their own legacies are diminished for their perceived
roles in the system. The anger has bubbled to the surface with the
discovery of over 1,100 unmarked grave sites at former residential
schools in Saskatchewan and British Columbia, with more sure to
come.

“There seems to be such an inclination for destruction in our coun-
try right now,” said Mr. Schmalz, the renowned Catholic artist from
St. Jacob’s, ON. “It is kind of human nature in a way when you have
an abundant amount of energy, and you don’t know how to express
it, it usually becomes a destructive event of energy.”

Rather than tearing down, Mr. Schmalz is a firm believer in build-
ing up.

“Where I can help as a Catholic sculptor is to bring in new symbols
that can be used in a positive manner,” he said. “It is one thing to say
something in words, it is another to say something with artwork.
Since art is open to interpretation, it has a powerful effect on a cul-
ture, on a society and a people.”

Indeed, Mr. Schmalz has fashioned a possible solution. The prolific
artist diverted focus from his current artistic slate to cast a sculptural
model called Residential School. He began to sculpt the prototype on
Canada Day, a Thursday, and he kept pouring his energy into finish-
ing the original design of his artistic tribute until it was complete by
Sunday night. It’s now being molded into the finished product.

Mr. Schmalz crafted a residential school classroom with each desk
representing Canada and one of its 10 provinces and three territories.
A lone Indigenous girl sits at one of the desks with the side of her
head and one of her hands resting on top of the desk. She holds a
feather in her other hand next to her skirt.

“I think the little girl being surrounded by all these empty desks is a
simple, but powerful message,” said Mr. Schmalz. “The child has her
head bowed on the desk almost hiding from the situation at the school.

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Why stay in the Church?
Several weeks ago after giving a lecture at a religious conference,

the first question from the audience was this one: How can you con-
tinue to stay in a church that played such a pivotal part in setting up
and maintaining residential schools for the indigenous people of Canada?
How can you stay in a church that did that?

The question is legitimate and important. Both in its history and in
its present, the church has enough sin to legitimize the question. The
list of sins done in the name of the church is long: the Inquisition, its
support for slavery, its role in colonialism, its link to racism, its role in
thwarting women’s rights, and its endless historical and present com-
promises with white supremacy, big money, and political power. Its
critics are sometimes excessive and unbalanced, but, for the most
part, the church is guilty as charged.

However, this guilt isn’t unique to the church. The same charges
might be levelled against any of the countries in which we live. How
can we stay in a country that has a history of racism, slavery, coloni-
alism, genocide of some of its indigenous peoples, radical inequality
between its rich and its poor, one that is callous to desperate refugees
on its borders, and one within which millions of people hate each
other? Isn’t it being rather selective morally to say that I am ashamed
to be a Catholic (or a Christian) when the nations we live in share the
same history and the same sins?

Still, since the church is supposed to be leaven for a society and not
just a mirror of it, the question is valid. Why stay in the church?
There are good apologetic answers on this, but, at the end of the day,
for each of us, the answer has to be a personal one. Why do I stay in
the church?

First, because the church is my mother tongue. It gave me the
faith, taught me about God, gave me God’s word, taught me to pray,
gave me the sacraments, showed me what virtue looks like, and put

me in contact with some living saints.
Moreover, despite all its shortcomings, it
was for me authentic enough, altruistic
enough, and pure enough to have the moral
authority to ask me to entrust my soul to it, a trust I’ve not given any
other communal entity. I’m very comfortable worshipping with other
religions and sharing soul with non-believers, but in the church in
which I was raised, I recognize home, my mother tongue.

Second, the church’s history is not univocal. I recognize its sins
and openly acknowledge them, but that’s far from its full reality. The
church is also the church of martyrs, of saints, of infinite generosity,
and of millions of women and men with big, noble hearts who are my
moral exemplars.  I stand in the darkness of its sins; but I also stand
in the light of its grace, of all the good things it has done in history.

Finally, and most important, I stay in the church because the church
is all we’ve got! There’s no other place to go. I identify with the
ambivalent feeling that rushed through Peter when, just after hearing
Jesus say something which had everyone else walk away from him,
Peter was asked, “do you want to walk away too?” and he (speaking
for all the disciples) replied: “We’d like to, but we have no place else
to go. Besides we recognize that, despite everything, you still have the
words of everlasting life.”

In essence, Peter is saying, “Jesus, we don’t get you, and what we
get we often don’t like. But we know we’re better off not getting it
with you than going any place else. Dark moments notwithstanding,
you’re all we’ve got!”

The church is all we’ve got! Where else can we go?  Behind the
expression, I am spiritual, but not religious (however sincerely ut-
tered) lies either an invincible failure or a culpable reluctance to deal
with the necessity of religious community, to deal with what Dorothy
Day called “the asceticism of church life”. To say, I cannot or will
not deal with an impure religious community is an escape, a self-
serving exit, which at the end of the day is not very helpful, not least
for the person saying it. Why? Because for compassion to be effec-
tive it needs to be collective, given the truth that what we dream alone
remains a dream but what we dream with others can become a real-
ity. I cannot see anything outside the church that can save this world.

There is no pure church anywhere for us to join, just as there is no pure
country anywhere for us in which to live. This church, for all its checkered
history and compromised present, is all we have. We need to own its
faults since they are our faults. Its history is our history; its sin, our sin;
and its family, our family – the only lasting family we’ve got.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

11 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424    www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
It also looks like she is passing a secret note — in this case a feather
— to another student, which is symbolic of her ancestry and cul-
ture.”

Mr. Schmalz contemplated a classroom full of kids, but ultimately
felt he could better illustrate the fearful, solitary and sorrowful na-
ture of these institutions more effectively with one student.

It’s his hope to install a full-sized sculpture on the grounds of a
Catholic parish in each province and territory. He envisions visitors
walking between each of the desks — the chairs will be tucked in
— and perhaps feeling inclined to leave gifts of flowers or tobacco
to offer remembrance for the children.

It’s not the first time Mr. Schmalz has expressed his frustration
with the tearing down of statues. Only a year ago, during the furor
of the death of George Floyd at the hands of a Minneapolis police
officer, he told The Catholic Register he cringed at the site of monu-
ments being torn down.

“That incident made me realize how important visual images, es-
pecially sculptures, are for the world and for people’s psyche in a
sense,” he said. “It becomes so symbolic that by removing one it
comes layered with deep symbols and power and philosophy.”

Ideally, in contrast to the defacement of religious and historical
monuments and burning of churches that dominated Canada Day
2021, Mr. Schmalz hopes his artistry will help make a positive con-
tribution towards inspiring continued “decent, civilized, reasonable
and unifying conversations.” §

Catholic sculptor builds
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Catholics in Hollywood
Seven heavy hitters in Hollywood share their experiences of being Catholic in the movie industry

By Sister NANCY USSELMANN, FSP

Reprinted with permission, St. Anthony Messenger, June/July 2021

When I moved to Los Angeles, I discovered that the general per-
ception about Hollywood by people outside Southern California is of
glamorous celebrities, powerful studio executives, Beverly Hills, and,
of course, the Oscars, but not necessarily a place where faith in-
forms entertainment. I meet people who believe that Hollywood is
anti-religious or pushing agendas contrary to a Christian worldview, a
creator of cultural artifacts that demean the human person and de-
stroy morals.

There are definitely those elements present, but it is not the case for
every film set or person working in the industry. There are many
whose faith informs their craft; they want to make a difference by
telling stories that uplift and inspire.

Hollywood, and the industry it represents, is a place where art,
creativity, and storytelling come together. It is also a place populated
by searchers. “Despite what people say or think of Hollywood . . . it
is a very spiritual place,” says Theodore “Ted” Melfi , film writer,
director, and producer (Hidden Figures, St. Vincent). “It’s a very
soulful place and people; especially in California, Los Angeles, and
Hollywood [people] are always searching.” What are they searching
for? We all seek purpose, meaning, communion, and intimacy that
this world cannot satisfy. Ultimately, we are all seeking the spiritual,
the supernatural, God.

Among the searchers in Hollywood are those whose art expresses
their faith experience and learned values. I meet many of them at
press junkets, red-carpet events, and film screenings. When I tell
them that I pray for them and that there is a group of religious sisters
who pray for all media professionals (the Paulines), they are flabber-
gasted. Many describe their heartfelt gratitude for these prayers, say-
ing, as Harrison Ford did at a press junket for The Call of the Wild: “I
so appreciate that. More than you know.”

Many seek spirituality and find it in their Catholicism. I asked a
selection of known practising Catholics in Hollywood what they love
most about their faith, what it means to their craft of film or televi-
sion, and what challenges they face being Catholic in the industry.

Best known for his role in The Fighter alongside Christian Bale,
and as Sergeant Dignam in
Martin Scorsese’s The De-
parted, actor and producer
Mark Wahlberg says, “I hope
God is a movie fan!” His viral
Instagram posts show him
going to church and thanking
priests for their service to the
people of God. “My faith com-
forts me in hard times and
keeps me focused and disci-
plined,” Mr. Wahlberg says.
“It provides the comfort and
motivation to become a bet-
ter person, a better father, a
better husband, and to be an
example.”

His faith leads him to inspiring stories. “Certainly the things that I
usually gravitate toward most are the true stories and things that peo-
ple find inspiring. I’m on this mission to make this movie about Fa-
ther Stuart Long,” he adds. A former boxer and actor, Mr. Long mi-
raculously survived a serious motorcycle accident, then became Catho-
lic and later was ordained a priest. He died in 2014 at the age of 50
from a rare auto-immune disease.

Mr. Wahlberg calls the story “something that would challenge me
as an actor but really have a huge impact on society as a whole. Like
The Fighter, it will be one of those movies well worth the uphill battle
to get the story and script in great shape and then the best version of
the movie. It’s something I’ve been very passionate about for quite
some time.”

Actor Jonathan Roumie, most recently known for his role as Jesus
in the crowd-funded streaming series The Chosen, says, “My faith
energizes me and comforts me knowing I have access to the true
presence of Christ in the sac-
raments.” His faith informs
his character acting as well.
“The roles I get and am drawn
to are characters that are
challenged but have a good
heart.

“I bring all of who I am,”
he says. “I bring an authen-
ticity and genuineness to the
role, and I accept people for
who they are and try to un-
derstand them and be com-
passionate.” Playing Jesus in
The Chosen, Mr. Roumie
says, “is the preeminent hon-
our not only of my career, but
of my life.” However, in any role he brings the depth of his faith to his
craft. “As an actor, I love being able to create. It is an opportunity to
grow closer to the Divine, the Master Creator.

Not only does faith give meaning and purpose to life as an artist,
but it is also the one constant element. As Ted Melfi says: “Relation-
ships, friends, projects, business, the 10,000 things, they come and
go. The one thing I have that’s constant is my faith and my belief in
God. It’s always a comfort to me in the hard times and the good
times, and I can always lean on it.” For Mr. Melfi, a writer, director,
and producer, character development provides the heart of any en-
gaging story. “I think I am always searching for a character’s faith

internally and, in some
fashion, what drives
them and what allows
them to do what they
do, what makes them
rise higher than they
are as humans,” he
says.

Mr. Melfi directed
The Starling, a Netflix
(continued on page 12)

 Mark Wahlberg

 Jonathan Roumie

 Ted Melfi with Octavia Spencer
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August 1, 2021
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Exodus 16.2-4, 12-15, 31a++
I am going to rain bread from heaven for you.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 78.3+4bc, 23-24, 25+54 (R. 24b)
R. The Lord gave them the bread of heaven.

Second Reading:   Ephesians 4.17, 20-24
Clothe yourselves with the New Man,

created according to the likeness of God.

Gospel: John 6.24-35
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

August 8, 2021
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: 1 Kings 19.4-8
Elijah went in the strength of that food

to the mountain of God.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 34.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (R. 8)
R. Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Second Reading:   Ephesians 4.30-5.2
Live in love, as Christ loved us.

Gospel: John 6.41-51
I am the living bread that came down from heaven.

Sunday’s Liturgy

Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton

Reconciliation driving force behind major changes
in Ottawa and planned meeting with pope in Vatican
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA – The appointment of the first Indigenous person to be
Canada’s Govenor-General is being called a “meaningful” step to-
wards reconciliation for the crimes of the past that have been com-
mitted against Canada’s First Peoples.

And the appointment comes at a time when the country is reeling
from the discovery of numerous grave sites across Canada at former
residential schools that has reinvigorated the push for a new relation-
ship between Canadian society as a whole and its indigenous commu-
nities.

In announcing that Mary Simon would be Canada’s next govenor
general of Canada, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said that she is the
person needed in the role at this time.

“Canada is a place defined by people. By people who serve those
around them, who tackle big challenges with hope and determination
and, above all, who never stop working to build a brighter tomor-
row,” Mr. Trudeau said.

“Frankly, we need more leaders like Ms. Simon in high office,
people who understand what it means to take on real issues and cre-
ate positive change,” he said.

“Ms. Simon has dedicated her life to advancing social, economic,
and human rights issues for Canadian Inuit and Indigenous peoples,
and I am confident that she will serve Canadians and promote our
shared values with dedication and integrity,” Mr. Trudeau said.
“Through this appointment, we are ensuring that Canada is repre-
sented by someone who exemplifies the very best of our country.”

Ms. Simon, who was twice the president of the national Inuit or-
ganization Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) and has also served as the
Canadian ambassador to Denmark, also recognizes the importance of
the moment that her appointment marks.

"I can confidently say that my appointment is a historic and inspira-
tional moment for Canada and an important step forward on the long
path towards reconciliation," Ms. Simon said, adding “my appoint-
ment comes at an especially reflective and dynamic time in our shared
history."

Most First Peoples organizations have praised her appointment at
this time.

Janet Kanayok of the Manitoba Inuit Association told the Indig-
enous news network APTN that Ms. Simon’s appointment is a con-
crete step towards reconciliation.

“I know a lot are happy that Mary is in that position, because the
government talks about reconciliation and now that she’s in that posi-
tion I think that’s a step forward in all that’s been going on,” said Ms.
Kanayok.

“I think it’s long overdue,” she said.

Current ITK president Natan Obed said Ms. Simon’s appointment
is a positive step forward.

“I think an Indigenous person as governor general, in this point in
time, can be a part of that positive forward thinking, reconciliation-
based conversation,” he said.

Ms. Simon is from the Ungava Bay area in northeastern Quebec
and was involved in negotiating the James Bay and Northern Quebec
Agreement in the 1970s and was an Inuit representative to the patriation
of the Canadian Constitution in 1982.

Mr. Trudeau said it is “only by reaching out to those around us, it is
only by building bridges between people in the North and South, just
like in the East and West, that we can truly move forward.”

“Mary Simon has done that throughout her life. I know she will
help continue paving that path ahead. And we will all be stronger for
it,” Mr. Trudeau said of what he called an “historic step” in in ap-
pointing the first Indigenous govenor general in Canada’s 154-year
history.

Ms. Simon’s appointment comes amid the fallout from the discov-
ery of unmarked graves at residential schools across the country and

(continued on page 13)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. July 30 & August 6, 2021Page 8

WOODSTOCK — During a Mass of Healing  at St. John the
Baptist Parish in Woodstock on July 11, Imelda Perley (right),
named  Opolahsomuwehs by her grandmother is Wolastoqew
(Maliseet) from Tobique First Nation and St. Mary’s First Nation
of New Brunswick and Houlton Band of Maliseets of the United
States. She is pictured here drumming the Wolastoqey version
of Peace is Flowing Like a River translated by her late mother.
Anatasha Lyons (centre) and her daughter, Molly, look on. Molly
insisted that her drum be brought today which Ms. Perley is
using. (Submitted photo)

Woodstock parish holds healing mass (Story  in the July 16 & 23, 2021 issue of The New Freeman)

WOODSTOCK — On July 11, St. John the Baptist Parish in Woodstock held a Mass of Healing. Parishioners were joined by
members of the Woodstock sand Tobique FIrst Nations. Mass was concelbreated by Father Curtis Sappier of TObique First
NAtions and Father Martin Arputham, HGN, pastor. (Submitte dphoto)

WOODSTOCK — Anatasha Lyons, Woodstock First Nation Child
Development Centre interim director, proclaimed the First
Reading in Maliseet from the Gospel of John, Chapter 4, verses
1-10 and the Prayers of the Faithful during a Mass of Healing,
July 11 at St. John the Baptist Parish in Woodstock. (Submitted

photo)
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(continued from page 3)
“The right path forward is one of reconcilia-

tion, dialogue and atonement with Indigenous
people and in following the way they would lead
us in that process. It is painful and disturbing to
find people in positions of local authority urge
mobs toward increasing hatred and violence.
Churches are made up of people, and many of
them here are made up of Indigenous people,
refugees and migrants — the very people we
should all seek to protect rather than terrorize.”

No answer for anger

St. Anne  holds a special place among Indigenous Peoples
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

The Feast of St. Anne is celebrated on July
26, just one day after the First World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly instituted by
Pope Francis. For Indigenous Peoples, St.
Anne is held in high regard as the grandmother
of Jesus.

“St. Anne is the patron saint for Indigenous
Catholics because she was a grandmother of
Jesus,” said Graydon Nicholas, current chan-
cellor of St. Thomas University in Fredericton
and former lieutenant governor of New Bruns-
wick. “Grandmothers, in indigenous families
have a special role to contribute to my cul-
ture and spirituality. Grandmothers teach us
about love, healing, forgiveness and recon-
ciliation.”

During his 1984 Apostolic Visit to Canada,
St. John Paul II addressed Indigenous Peo-
ples at the Shrine of Ste.-Anne-de-Beaupré in
Québec, acknowledging the important role she
holds in their culture.

“I could not visit all of your villages and
territories, those of the different Aboriginal
nations, dispersed throughout the many re-
gions of Canada, and those of the Inuit whose
familiar horizons of snow and ice are near

the North Pole,” he said. “That is why I
wanted to meet you here, in Ste.-Anne de
Beaupré, on the very spot where you pitch
your tents every year. You come here as pil-

resource.
“Data is super important,” said Mr. Noteboom.

“I think we know anti-Black racism has the high-
est incidences of hate recorded in Canada, and I
find the Canada Anti-Hate Network to be an es-
pecially valuable location to track anti-Semitism
and Islamophobia, and if other religious com-
munities are added, like Catholics, on top of that,
I think that will be very helpful.”

Deacon Bennett is also supportive of the
CCRL’s plan.

“It is essential, absolutely essential. Whenever
you see violations against religious freedom, and
that is what these are, hate attacks, you must
document them with as much information as
you can gather,” he said. “You need eyewitness
reports and photographs, and you need to make
it public so that people are aware. You also need
to call out inequity in how people treat these types
of attacks.”

Deacon Bennett calls upon the laity in each
community to help in the effort of safeguarding
other churches from experiencing vandalism by
engaging with local government and media rep-
resentatives, or by exerting any influence they
might have to raise awareness.

(With files from Michael Swan) §

grims, to pray to St. Anne whom you so lov-
ingly call your grandmother. Your ancestors
have often come here to pray since the Hurons

(continued on page 10)

Novena Prayer to St. Anne
Glorious St. Anne, mother of the Mother of

God, grandmother of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we come before you beseeching your inter-
cession.

We see in our land the wounds caused by
the sins of prejudice, neglect, abuse, and pride-
ful arrogance.

May we have hearts of flesh which seek to
feel and understand the pain caused by resi-
dential schools in our country and may that
understanding unite us more closely to our Sav-
iour who suffered for us.

May we seek righteousness and justice in
our treatment of others knowing that we are all
equal before the eyes of God our Father.

May we always see in those rejected by the
world the face of our Lord who has told us
that what we do unto the least of our brothers
and sisters, we do unto him.

May we never be complacent in the face of
evil, but seek to bring to the light of truth that
which is hidden so that healing may abound.

May we have humble hearts which reject

Indigenous leaders have also voiced their dis-
gust with the church burnings.

The Canadian Catholic Civil Rights League
[CCRL] has released several statements con-
demning the vandalism, most recently on Canada
Day. The league said “we stand with the victims
of the residential school program and seek heal-
ing and reconciliation,” but “violence and prop-
erty destruction does not answer those needs.”

The league is working on a database to track
incidents of vandalism and hate against Catholic

churches in Canada. “It
will be completely
searchable from our
website,” Christian Elia,
the league’s executive
director, told The Catho-
lic Register. “You will be
able to cross reference
it for arson, stolen prop-
erty, eucharistic des-
ecration, assault.”
  Peter Noteboom, gen-
eral secretary of the Ca-
nadian Council of
Churches, thinks the
database will be a great

the vanities and schemes of this world and long
for the Kingdom of Heaven.

O mother of the Mother of God, cast your
maternal gaze upon those wounded by resi-
dential schools and their families that they may
find healing and peace.

May the divisions between indigenous and
non-indigenous people in our country and
church give way to reconciliation and love.

May we remember that we are one family in
Jesus Christ, who gave us his mother upon the
cross and in so doing gave us yourself as our
grandmother.

May we who are one family be united in the
peace that your grandson, the prince of peace,
Jesus Christ, longs to pour forth into our hearts.

May the souls of those who died in residen-
tial schools be brought into the kingdom of light
and peace.

Pray for us before the throne of Jesus Christ
our Lord and your grandson that we who beg
your intercession may one day rejoice with you
in the Kingdom of God.

Amen
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How parishes can mark the first World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

Reading through the Holy Father’s message on the occasion of the
first World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, July 25, 2021, it is
clear that Pope Francis’ heart is with this generation, which suffered
in significantly during the Covid-19 pandemic. In choosing the theme,
I am with you always, the pope calls on each one of person not to
neglect or forget these treasured members of the family and commu-
nity.

In their pastoral guidelines for this World Day, the Dicastery for
Laity, Family and Life wrote over a year ago — when the first wave
of the pandemic was at its height — “as individuals and as local
Churches, we can do a lot for the elderly: pray for them, cure the
disease of loneliness, activate solidarity networks and much more.

Prayer for the World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly
  I thank You, Lord, for the comfort of Your presence: even in

times of loneliness, You are my hope and my confidence,
  You have been my rock and my fortress since my youth!
  I thank You for having given me a family and for having blessed

me with a long life.
  I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty, for the dreams

that have already come true in my life and for those that are still
ahead of me.
  I thank You for this time of renewed fruitfulness to which You

call me.
  Increase, O Lord, my faith, make me a channel of your peace,

teach me to embrace those who suffer more than me, to never stop
dreaming and to tell of your wonders to new generations.
  Protect and guide Pope Frances and the Church, that the light

of the Gospel might reach the ends of the earth.
  Send Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world, that the storm of

the  pandemic might be calmed, the poor consoled and wars ended.
  Sustain me in weakness and help me to live life to the full

in each moment that You give me, in the certainty that you are with
me every day, even until the end of the age.       Amen.

Faced with the scenario of a generation hit so severely, we have a
common responsibility.”

The document goes on to say, “when the storm has subsided, this
task must take on an ordinary dimension in the life of parishes and the
entire Church. The annual celebration of a day dedicated to older
people is a way of incorporating attention for the frail elderly into the
routine fabric of our pastoral work.”

To that end, the dicastery has compiled a list of ways that parishes
can make a particular effort to reach out to grandparents and the
elderly. These include:

• Visiting the elderly, spending time hearing about their life and ex-
periences, and allowing them to transmit their memories.

• Dedicating one of the masses on Sunday 25 July to the celebration
of this World Day with grandparents and elderly people of the parish
or community.

• Encouraging the presence of older people at mass by organizing
transport for those who are unable to get there independently.

• During the celebration of mass for this World Day, having young
people from the parish or community present the Holy Father’s mes-
sage to grandparents and the elderly.

• On 25 July and on the days immediately preceding and following
it, organizing liturgical celebrations for World Day to take place in
hospitals and homes for the elderly. Where possible and in accord-
ance with health regulations, members of the parish should be in-
volved so that the masses may be well animated.

• Dedicating the collection from the masses for this World Day to
supporting projects to help poor elderly people in the community.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis greets an elderly woman, in this
July 12, 2015, file photo. (CNS photo/Paul Haring

(continued from page 9)
made their first pilgrimage in 1671 and the Mi’kmaq in 1680. They
became part of a great
popular movement which has made this one of the most visited sanc-
tuaries in North America.”

“Your encounter with the Gospel has not only enriched you, it has
enriched the Church, St. John Paul II continued. “... the Gospel does
not destroy what is best in you. On the contrary, it enriches from
within the spiritual qualities and gifts that are proper to your cultures
(cf. Gaudium et Spes, No. 58).”

The then-pope went on to say that, “in addition, your Aboriginal
and Inuit traditions permit the development of new ways of express-
ing the message of salvation and they help us to better understand to
what point Jesus is the Saviour and how Catholic or universal his
salvation is.”

In this troubled time for the Church and Canada as a nation, Mr.
Nicholas shared the need to rely more than ever on the intercession of
the spiritual grandmother. “Prayers can work miracles and we need
them for what is happening in our country as more unmarked graves
have been discovered at the sites of former residential schools,” he
said. “The souls of the children are crying out for us to be in prayerful
solidarity with their families and communities.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

St. Anne  holds a special place



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.July 30 & August 6, 2021 Page 11

Franciscans elect Italian as 121st successor to St. Francis of Assisi
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

ROME — Members of the general chapter
of the Order of Friars Minor elected Rome-
born Father Massimo Fusarelli as the new min-
ister general of the worldwide Franciscan order.

The general chapter July 3-18 brought to-
gether 116 Franciscans representing some
13,000 friars. The election of the new head
of the order took place July 13.

Fr. Fusarelli, 58, succeeds U.S. Franciscan
Father Michael Perry, who was elected min-
ister general in 2013 to finish the term of Arch-
bishop José Rodríguez Carballo when he was
named secretary of the Congregation for In-
stitutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of
Apostolic Life. Father Perry was elected to a
six-year term in 2015.

The new minister general — the order said
he is the 121st successor to St. Francis of
Assisi — was born in Rome March 30, 1963,
and entered the Franciscans in 1982. He pro-
fessed his solemn vows in January 1989 and
was ordained to the priesthood that September.

He studied at the Franciscan's Pontifical
Antonianum University and earned a licenti-
ate degree in patristics from the Augustinian
Patristic Institute, both in Rome.

Fr. Fusarelli has held several offices in the

August Prayer for Priests 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
St. Rose of 
Lima 1-2 pm 
Benediction 

2 
Pope Francis 
 
 
 

 

3 
Benedict XVI, 
Roman Pontiff 
Emeritus 

4 
Bishop 
Christian 
Riesbeck, CC 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

5 
Bishop  
Robert Harris* 
 
 
(Rosary for Seminarians) 

6 
Bishop 
Emeritus J. 
Edward Troy* 
 

 

7 
Our Lady s 
First Saturday 

8 
St. Rose of 
Lima 1-2 pm 
Benediction 
 

9 
Rev. Msgr. 
Brian 
Henneberry 

10 
For all priests 
who have 
served the 
Diocese of Saint 
John 

11 
Rev.  
David Fulton 
 
 

(Rosary for Priests) 

12 
Rev.  
Arnie Hachey* 
 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

13 
Rev. Dr. 
P. Brian 
Hanson 

 

14 
St. Maximilian 
Kolbe 
Feast Day 
 

15 
St. Mark s 
1-2 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions 

16 
Rev. 
Richard 
Harris 

17 
Rev.  
John Jennings* 

18 
Rev.  
Godwin Kalu, 
SMMM 

 
(Rosary for Priests) 

19 
Rev. 
Brian 
Keating*, CSC 
 
 (Rosary for  Seminarians) 

20 
Rev.  
John 
Keoughan* 

 

21 
St. Pius 
Feast Day 

22 
St. Rose of 
Lima 1-2 pm 
Benediction 
 

23 
Rev.  
Aaron Knox 

24 
Rev. 
Michael 
LeBlanc* 

25 
Rev.  
Paul R. 
LeBlanc 

(Rosary for Priests) 

26 
Rev. 
David Martin 

 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

27 
Rev. Dr. 
Michael 
McGowan 

 

28 
St. Augustine 
Feast Day 

29 
St. François-
de-Sales 
2:30-3:30 pm 
Benediction 
& Confessions  

30 
Rev.  
Douglas R. 
McNeill, EV 

31 
Rev.  
Jim McQuade 

*Names with a star are those who are retired. 
Weekly exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament: 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John: Tuesday, 2-3 pm 
Our Lady of Fatima, Fredericton: Saturday, 1-2 pm 
St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln: Wednesday, 8-9 am 
St. John the Baptist, Woodstock: Wednesday, 9 am with mass at 10 am 

is: Thursday, 7-8 pm 
Holy Redeemer, Saint John: Monday, 3-4 pm 
St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto: Friday, 8-9 am (except first Fridays) 
St. François-de-Sales, Saint John: Friday, 6:30-7:30 pm 
Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour: Saturday, 9 am with mass at 10 am 

 

Franciscan's St. Bonaventure Province, which
covers Italy's Lazio and Abruzzo regions,
served the international order as general sec-
retary of formation and studies from 2003 to
2009 and, on behalf of the order, was the
visitor general overseeing the process of unit-
ing the six provinces of northern Italy into
one Franciscan province.

Until being elected minister of the Rome-
based province in 2020, he was the pastor
and guardian of the church and friary of San
Francesco a Ripa in Rome's Trastevere neigh-
bourhood. The Franciscan community there
welcomes migrants and the poor, who need
a temporary home and help training and/or
finding jobs.

U.S. Franciscan Father Jason Welle, direc-
tor of studies at Rome's Pontifical Institute
for Arabic and Islamic Studies and a member
of the Trastevere community, said July 13,
Fr. Fusarelli is "serious, intelligent, has the ex-
perience necessary, and there is no guile in
him. I trust him absolutely, and I'm so thrilled
that the lot fell to someone who is undoubt-
edly capable of the role."

The new minister general, he said, "has
headed an office in the curia before so he
knows the structures of the order very well,
but his last few years have been dedicated to
pastoral work among the vulnerable. He spent

a year with the people of Amatrice after the
terrible earthquake there, then three years in
Rome as guardian of a house of welcome for
migrants and the homeless, while also serv-

ing as pastor of the parish."
"Pope Francis calls friars today to go to the

peripheries, and Fr. Massimo sees
creative ways to put this priority
into action," Fr. Welle said.§

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com

The Order of Friars Minor, commonly
known as the Franciscans, elected Father
Massimo Fusarelli, 58, to be minister
general of the order. He is pictured in an
undated photo. (CNS photo/courtesy Order
of Friars Minor)
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(continued from page 6)
release earlier this year. Melissa McCarthy and Chris O’Dowd por-
tray a married couple who suffer intense hardship, and the film gently
reveals how every person deals differently with grief. As Jack
(O’Dowd) seeks professional help, Lily (McCarthy) keeps busy with
work and home. Every time she goes outside, a pesky starling attacks
her to the point that she becomes obsessed with eliminating the per-
petrator.

In a comedic way, the starling becomes the catalyst for Lily’s jour-
ney to acknowledge and confront the realities of life. Every character
learns intrinsic value, even if the change is small. “And it’s the small
change that means the most,” Mr. Melfi explains. “That’s the value
we all have in God and God has for us.... We are all his children, and
so we all have that inborn value, and that’s what I really love to find in
the character and let the character discover their own value.”

The documentarian writer and producer of The Dating Project and
Pray: The Patrick Peyton Story, Megan Harrington says: “The Eucha-
rist is the source and summit of our faith, so that is the strength that
sustains me. The Eucharist is the foundation for everything.” Her
story of Fr. Peyton, known as the “Hollywood Priest,” shows him

wholly devoted to the Eucha-
rist and Mary as he developed
rosary crusades including the
catch-phrase “The family that
prays together, stays to-
gether.” The film shows this
man dedicated to bringing
Christ to the culture and be-
friending many celebrities.

Documentarians seek the
true story that lifts our spirits
to see the good in the world
or the harsh realities that need
our attention. “My job is not
to convert anybody,” says
Ms. Harrington, “but in sto-
ries . . . even if God is not

present [directly] . . . there is a truth and beauty . . . [we] are telling.”
She co-directed and co-produced her newest film, The House That
Rob Built, a story about a women’s college basketball coach in Mon-
tana in the 1970s. The film says nothing about faith, but the sense of
belonging provides for a spiritual experience. “There is something
beautiful about that value that sports can do, but there’s no mention
of faith; there doesn’t have to have mention for it to be there.” She
says that faith “is the very essence of who I am, so I can’t separate
it.”

Faith is a foundation for many Hollywood professionals. Elisabeth
Bentley, producer of A Hidden Life, a film about World War II con-
scientious objector Blessed Franz Jägerstätter, says: “It is a great con-
solation to know that I am not the final arbiter of the meaning of all
this [life]. Faith augments a person’s sense of self. It gives one a
more open perspective because it is the onus of the artist to think they
have to have the final answer.”

Blessed Jägerstätter was a lifelong, devout Catholic farmer in rural
Austria. When he was drafted into the army, he refused to take the
oath of allegiance to Adolf Hitler and the Third Reich and was sen-

 Megan Harrington

tenced to death. He was de-
clared a martyr and blessed by
the Catholic Church on Octo-
ber 26, 2007. Ms. Bentley
says, “The more truthfully we
represent the human experi-
ence as on a path of redemp-
tion, the more true we are to
ourselves.”

Though it took her more
than a decade to get A Hidden
Life made, she reflects on the
experience this way: “Having
a Catholic perspective and
understanding broadens us
because we see beauty, free-
dom, and truth in the here and
now. . . . It gives us perspective, because the Catholic experience
leaves more ranges of gray to the human story.

For many Catholic artists in Hollywood, their faith comes from the
depths of who they are and gives life to characters, challenging all of
us to reach for transcendence through everyday circumstances. Ac-
tor Michael Harney (Project Blue Book, Orange Is the New Black)
says that the foundation for his craft is the belief that “every breath is
a sacrament. The unconditional love of Jesus, the complete humility

of Jesus, includes everyone,
and so you can say that after I
do the technical things of learn-
ing lines and figuring it out...I
always come to a place of:
Where is the heart of Christ in
what I am doing?”

As he creates the charac-
ter, even if it’s someone who
acts without a conscience, he
reflects: “Then it’s an oppor-
tunity to experience an indi-
vidual without a conscience.
Then it’s an opportunity for me

to go in that lost place and have an organic experience what that
might be like. So, that, in that way, it’s an act of compassion.”

With 16 years of Catholic educa-
tion and Jesuit training along with a
devout Irish Catholic mother, Sean
McNamara feels his Catholicism is
well embedded in him. Everything
goes back, he says, “to love God
above all and treat everyone as you
want to be treated.” The producer,
writer, and director of numerous teen
television shows and films (That’s So
Raven, Soul Surfer, The Miracle Sea-
son) says: “I have a sense of fairness
on the set. I just try to talk to my
actors and my crew, and it’s

(continued on page 13)

Catholics in Hollywood

 Elisabeth Bentley

 Michael Harney

 Sean McNamara
  with Sister Nancy
  Usselmann, FSP,
   author of this article.
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(continued from page 12)
definitely not like Hollywood, or the
version of what people think Hollywood is.

“My sets are really nice and quiet, and peo-
ple can bring up their ideas and feel free to
float ideas . . . and then we talk about it. It’s a
really nice environment for expression.” Even
though he does some films that have faith
values, he tries to address the larger audience,
because “I think good values apply to every-
body. Catholics don’t like to be banged over
the head by being preached to in a movie, but
if you can insert it organically, I think it really
works, and that’s what I try to do.”

His next film expresses these values as well.
An Artist at War traces the lives of a Jewish
couple, Joseph and Rebecca Bau, during the
Second World War when they were helped
by Oskar Schindler. They fell in love in a death
camp, lost each other, survived Auschwitz,
and found each other again. Mr. McNamara
says: “The Catholic religion opens your heart
to all people to listen to their stories, and we
are all connected on some level. This is a defi-
nite departure from Soul Surfer, which is a
Christian story, but now I’m finding this Jew-
ish couple and telling their story.

Is there faith in Hollywood?
Most of the artists responded that they do

not face any particular opposition for being
Catholic in the industry. Mr. Wahlberg says,
“It’s never been an issue, and I still have a
great connection to many other people in Hol-
lywood who are Catholic and love the Lord.”
As Mr. McNamara says, “That’s what has
allowed me to survive in this business... just
kind of being open to what everybody else

says, but also let them know my opinion and
what I think.”

Ms. Harrington suggests, “We need to talk
about the things that bring us together and
not the things that bring us apart.” If your
story is profoundly human, says Ms. Bent-
ley, and it “resonates with something deeper,
that’s what Hollywood is looking for.”

Hollywood is a place of searchers. It is the
place where people of faith tell stories that
resonate with the wider human experience.
Though they may be few, as Catholics, these
artists see that faith informs every aspect of
their lives — and especially their craft of film
making and television production — in real
but subtle ways. They seek to tell stories that
are profoundly human and do so with great
depth coming from their own lived faith ex-
perience.

Mr. Melfi says: “I find that Jesus’ best work
was his parables, and he told stories in para-
bles. And that’s what great film making does.
Great film making tells the story of the para-
bles and gives you a message without you
ever knowing you got a message.”

Sister Nancy Usselmann, FSP, is the direc-
tor for the Pauline Center for Media Studies,
located in Culver City, California. She has a
bachelor’s degree in communication arts from
Emmanuel College and a master’s degree in
theology and the arts from Fuller Theologi-
cal Seminary. Sister Nancy also gives media
mindfulness workshops, presentations, and
film retreats around the country to young peo-
ple, seminarians, teachers, and media pro-
fessionals.

Editor’s note: all photographs from St. An-
thony Messenger, June.July 2021.§

Catholics in Hollywood

(continued from page 7)
there is mounting pressure on the Catholic
Church, which ran many of the residential
schools on behalf of the federal govern-
ment, to issue a papal apology for its role
in Canada’s residential school system.

The Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops (CCCB) has helped pave the way
for a meeting with the pope later this year
in December when a delegation of repre-
sentatives of First Nations, Metis and Inuit
Canadians will call upon the pope to visit
Canada and formally apologize for the
Church’s role in the residential school sys-
tem in the past.

Former Assembly of First Nations (AFN)
Grand Chief Perry Bellegarde said a visit to

New govenor general
the Vatican to meet with Pope Francis in
December will be an opportunity for Cana-
da’s First Peoples to convince the pope that
reconciliation between the Church and In-
digenous Canadians can only move forward
if the pope visits Canada and apologizes to
survivors and families on the “soil and the
land” where the abuses of the residential
school system occurred.

“The meeting has been confirmed at the
Vatican so we are going to take that meet-
ing and then at that time take the opportu-
nity to invite his Holiness back to Canada
at some point in the future,” Mr. Bellegarde
said during a press conference on June 30.

“There are no guarantees of any apology
or that he will even come back to Canada

but we have to make the attempt and we
have to seize the opportunity,” said Mr.
Bellegarde. “I believe the spirit will move
and things will happen in a good way. That
is my hope and that is my prayer.”

Just a few days after Mr. Bellegarde’s
press conference, a new leader of the AFN
was chosen when RoseAnne Archibald was
elected National Chief of the Assembly of
First Nations. Archibald is the first woman
to lead the AFN. Bellegarde did not seek
reelection.

Mr. Bellegarde’s press conference came
a day after the Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops (CCCB) confirmed that a meeting be-
tween representatives of Canada’s First
Peoples and the pope in the Vatican will be
held December 17-20.

“Pope Francis is deeply committed to
hearing directly from Indigenous Peoples,
expressing his heartfelt closeness, address-
ing the impact of colonization and the role
of the Church in the residential school sys-
tem, in the hopes of responding to the suf-
fering of Indigenous Peoples and the on-
going effects of intergenerational trauma,”
said a statement released by the CCCB on
June 29.

The announced meeting in the Vatican be-
tween Pope Francis and Canadian Indigenous
representatives also comes on the heels of
the appointment of a new apostolic nuncio to
Canada that Pope Francis announced back
on June 5 when Archbishop Ivan Jurkovic
was named to the post.

 Archbishop Jurkovic’s appointment comes
at a time when the relationship between the
Canadian government and the Catholic Church
has been strained and there have been re-
newed calls in Canada among politicians and
Indigenous Canadians for the Vatican to offi-
cially apologize for the Church’s role in oper-
ating residential schools.

 While Archbishop Jurkovic is not ex-
pected to take up his post in Canada until
towards the end of August, he has served
as the Vatican’s permanent observer of the
Holy See to the United Nations and has been
a key figure in the Vatican when it comes to
Indigenous rights and the U.N. Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

 That has some Canadian Catholics hope-
ful that he will play a positive role in bettering
relations between the Church and Canada’s
Indigenous communities.

“That is something that could be helpful in
the future,” said Joe Gunn of the Ottawa-
based Centre Oblat – A Voice for Justice.§
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(continued from page 3)
tabernacle was set ablaze.

On this side of the Atlantic, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops reported in June that it had reported at least 75 attacks on Catho-
lic properties since May 2020. The most common type of incident
was destruction or decapitation of statues.

In Canada, the Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety
Statistics reported in March of this year that attacks directed at Cana-
dian Catholics increased every year from 2016-‘19 (see graph), buck-
ing the trend that saw the number of hate crimes targeting all religious
groups in this country decline in both 2018 and 2019.

J.P. Sonnen, a contributor to The B.C. Catholic who has studied in
Europe and leads Catholic groups on tours of Europe, said in an e-mail

interview that he believes that anti-
Church attacks on both sides of the
Atlantic are a manifestation of “a
new barbarian invasion” that is tak-
ing advantage of the collapse of
what is left of the Christian state
in both Europe and North
America.

“The disease in Europe is es-
sentially the same in Canada and
Europe,” Mr. Sonnen said.

Concerned with the rising rate
of anti-Catholic actions, the
Catholic Civil Rights League plans
to make public this fall a national
database tracking incidents of
anti-Church hate crime. In the
meantime, CCRL executive direc-
tor Christian Elia said in an inter-
view that it is important to identify
the enemy who is attacking the
Church.

“It’s those who despise religion

Anti-Christian hate crimes high in Europe, North America

Classic Memorials Inc.
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Laser Design Experts

Four Generations of Monument Craftsmen
Area Representatives

 Office & Showroom: St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 327 Westmorland Rd., Saint John, 653-6861
Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541
Fundy Funeral Home, Saint John, 646-2424

Classic uses only the very best granites available and
unconditionally guarantees every monument sold.

and organized religion, and the Roman Catholic faith is definitely an organ-
ized religion,” he said. “Our religious freedom is protected and enshrined in
the Constitution and in the Charter, and that’s far more than the right to go
to certain buildings once or twice a week. It’s the right to have the secu-
rity to practice it freely.”

As well, Mr. Elia said it is important to remind civic leaders and the
media about the severity of the problem. “These acts of violence are
against the law,” Mr. Elia said. “They cannot be lumped in with civil
disobedience to the same degree as holding a sign and picketing or
protesting. It certainly can’t be normalized.”

“We can’t have a summer of violence where churches burn on a regu-
lar basis, and this [comes to be] known as the summer of burning
churches.”§
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Mixed families can express unity: ecumenical forum
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

VANCOUVER — Claire Siebert had no
idea it was unusual to attend two church
services every Sunday morning.

She and her four siblings and parents
would get up early for Sunday Mass at the
Catholic church, come home and have
breakfast, then continue their Sunday rou-
tine at a Methodist church.

“I thought it was completely normal,” she
said. “When I was young I was very sur-
prised to find out that my friends did not
do the same.”

Ms. Siebert’s mother is Catholic and her
father Methodist. When she asked her

mother why they attended both churches
every Sunday, she replied, “because we’re
a family and we go to church as a family.
Our love and unity as a family are impor-
tant.”

Baptized and educated Catholic, Ms.
Siebert found she appreciated the Catholic
solemnity and reverence but also the Meth-
odist comfort and family-like atmosphere.
Both churches felt like home.

“Unity is not uniformity,” she said. “We
can embrace our diversity and work toward
being united, work toward the fullness of
unity that God has in mind.”

Ms. Siebert shared her family’s story dur-
ing Ecumenical Faith Break, an annual event
jointly hosted by the Archdiocese of Van-
couver and the B.C. Synod of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Canada. More

than 50 people tuned into the livestreamed
event the week before Pentecost to share
their experiences of ecumenism and dis-
cuss ways Christians of various denomi-
nations can find common ground.

Eric Krushel, pastor at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Coquitlam, BC, said Pen-
tecost has always spoken to him of “the
joy of unity within diversity in the family
of God.”

He compared ecumenical gatherings that
unite people who “speak in different theo-
logical accents” to Pentecost, where peo-
ple of various cultures, ethnicities, and lan-
guages were able to “bring their gifts to-
gether in common praise of the God of crea-
tion.”

Archbishop J. Michael Miller shared that
he, too, grew up in an ecumenical family.
His mother was a member of the United
Church with a Methodist background, while
his father came from a Catholic background
although with an Anglican grandmother.

“There was no doubt that we were all
Christians, and thus united, though we
didn’t use that word,” he said.

“At table, for example, in our home we
took turns saying grace before the evening
meal. My mother got to say it one in four
times, but there was never any hint or
thought that somehow hers counted less.”

It was an imperfect unity, Archbishop
Miller admitted. He remembers his mother
would only come to mass on special occa-
sions, and never received Communion
there. Due to societal norms at the time he

and his sister were never brought to a United
service.

Still, he said while unity in the Eucharist
“might be generations away,” some unity
can already be found in families of mixed
Christian traditions who show their love for
each other by respecting and honouring their
beliefs in practical, daily ways.

“Visible unity in faith, though it has cer-
tain doctrinal and theological ramifications,
which are important, must also be lived
concretely,” he said.

“I think we should honour such wide-
spread experiences of true visible unity
when neither partner is absorbed into the
faith of the other against that person’s will
… The visible unity of ecumenical families
in homes can already express, and express
truly and well, the Lord’s desire that all may
be one.”

Lutheran Bishop Gregory Mohr added this
kind of concrete unity has a wider impact.
As a newly ordained bishop he was sent to
serve in Airdrie, AB, a town with about
10,000 people and 10 Christian churches
at the time.

“What I re-learned in those days were
two key things,” he said. The first was re-
spect, and the second, setting aside the
desire to be right.

“We set aside competition because we
were all small (churches) hoping to grow
congregations,” he said. In a spirit of col-
laboration, the churches banded together
and “tried to be a witness for the commu-
nity by working together.”

“Our working together, our sharing to-
gether, our dialogue together, and things like
this, stand as a witness to the world. I re-
ally believe that.”

Official relations between local Catholics
and Lutherans in the Lower Mainland have
been going strong for the past several
years. Archbishop Miller, Bishop Mohr,
and many local churches have gathered
for several joint events, including the an-
nual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
and the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation in 2017.

They also celebrated the 20th anniversary
of a joint declaration between Catholics and
Lutherans, which brought the two groups into
agreement on the doctrine of justification by
faith, at a prayer service in 2019.

The Ecumenical Faith Break event this
month was the third of its kind. Organizers
from both traditions have hosted two vir-
tual gatherings like this since May 2020.§

VANCOUVER — Claire Sibert (right) and her parents. Ms. Sibert, along with her four
siblings and parents would get up early for Sunday Mass at the Catholic church,
come home and have breakfast, then continue their Sunday routine at a Methodist
church. Ms. Siebert’s mother is Catholic and her father Methodist. Story page 14. (The

B.C. Catholic image)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. July 30 & August 6, 2021Page 16

By MICHAEL KELLY
Catholic News Service

DUBLIN — The Irish Catholic bishops
have chosen a laywoman to head prepara-
tions for a national synod, due to be held in
the next five years.

Nicola Brady has worked in a number of
peace-building roles, both nationally and inter-
nationally, and currently works on building rela-
tions between the Christian traditions in Ireland.

Bishops meeting virtually for their summer
2021 plenary meeting announced that Ms.
Brady will head up a new synodal steering
group to make preparations. She is currently
general secretary of the Irish Council of
Churches.

Vice chairs for the group will be Bishop
Brendan Leahy of Limerick and a layman,
Andrew O'Callaghan.

In their statement, Irish bishops said their
work on the synodal pathway has been "as-

Irish bishops choose woman
to head steering group for synodal pathway

sisted and greatly encouraged by Cardinal
Mario Grech and Sister Natalie Becquart of
the general secretariat for the Synod of Bish-
ops in Rome."

The bishops also announced they had re-
ceived more than 550 submissions from the
public as part of the initial phase of the
synodal pathway.

Ms. Brady described the Irish synod as "an
important and hope-filled development in the
life of the Catholic Church in Ireland."

"I am grateful for the opportunity to help
guide and shape this work," she said.

A statement from the Catholic Commu-
nications Office said Ms. Brady "has par-
ticular expertise in the area of faith-based
peace building on the island of Ireland and
internationally, including human rights advo-
cacy, support to victims/survivors, facilita-
tion of civic dialogue, community engagement
with policing, and research across a broad
range of issues relevant to reconciliation."§

DUBLIN — Irish Catholic bishops have
chosen Nicola Brady to head up
preparations for a national synod of the
church in Ireland, due to be held in the
next five years. Brady has worked in a
number of peace-building roles both
nationally and internationally and
currently works on building relations
among the Christian traditions in Ireland.
She is pictured in an undated photo. (CNS
photo/Irish Bishops' Conference)

Submitted by JUDITH MEINERT THOMAS

SAINT JOHN — On the morning, June
18, 2021, Associates of the Sisters of Charity
of the Immaculate Conception (SCIC), gath-
ered at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Saint John to
honour the 206th birthday of Honoria Conway,
(Mother Mary Vincent) founder of the SCIC
here in Saint John.

St. Mary’s Cemetery was founded in 1853
and is one of the oldest Roman Catholic cem-
eteries in Canada. It is the site of over 16,000
burials, many unmarked.

Honoria was born in Ireland and immigrated
to Nova Scotia. She then moved to New
Brunswick from where Bishop Thomas L.
Connolly, the second bishop of Saint John
sent her to New York to study with the Sis-
ters of Charity of New York.

She returned to Saint John and lived a life
committed to God. Other women felt the same
and gathered with her, establishing the Sis-
ters of Charity of Saint John.

One hundred and sixty years later, the SCIC
community is still spreading charity and love,
from the Atlantic provinces to Vancouver to
the Arctic. 

Honoria Conway’s charism of charity was
passed down to her from Sts. Vincent de Paul,
Louise de Marillac, and Elizabeth Ann Seton
and continues to live on into the 21st century
in each Associate.§

Associates honour birth of Honoria Conway

SAINT JOHN — Associates of the Sisters
of Charity of the Immaculate Conception
in Saint John recently gathered to honour
the 206th birthday of Honoria Conway,
who founded the SCIC in Saint John.
(Submitted photo)

Like trees planted near running
water, yielding fruit in due season,
whose leaves never fade.

Psalm 1


