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GAGETOWN — On Sunday, August 15, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, parishioners of St.
Bridget’s Church (Saint John Paul
II Parish) in Gagetown celebrated
their annual outdoor mass and
potluck with Father Charles Udeh,
SMMM (right), pastor and Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC (second
from the right), of the Diocese of
Saint John. Story page 8. (Brian
Conway photo)

Two vital international treaties on
nuclear weapons and fossil fuel are
highly consistent with Catholic
teaching. Story page 2. (Li-An Lim,

Unsplash photo)

MIRAMICHI — On the Feast of Sts. Anne and Joachim, St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
Parish in Miramichi celebrated two masses with emphasis on reconciliation and healing
with indigenous communities. (L to r) Father Godwin Kalu, SMMM, Julia Barnaby,
Father Alison Mahoney, CSC, Lucy Savoie, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the
Diocese of Saint John, Marion Joe, Esgenoôpetitj First Nation Chief Alvery Paul,
Father Leon Creamer and Father Peter Aloo, SMMM. Story page 7. (Submitted photo)
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New FreemanThe
Church teaching supports global treaties
By ROMA De ROBERTIS, SCIC

SAINT JOHN — Facing many tragedies
and disasters today, how might we pray
and act with others for urgently needed
transformation? Hope can be found in two
vital international treaties which are highly
consistent with Catholic teaching.

The first is the United Nations Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons which
entered into force in January this year.  The
second and more recent is the Fossil Fuel
Non-Proliferation Treaty, which seeks to
phase out fossil fuels while supporting a
just transition.

Recently, we commemorated the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Ja-
pan on August 6 and 9, 1945.  Although the
global Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons has been in force since
1970, there are estimates of more than
13,000 such weapons still on earth today.
As this threat continues to loom, the world
also faces catastrophic suffering and de-
struction from climate change.

Historically, Canada played a large role in
the Manhattan Project leading to the first
weapons of mass destruction. In August
1943, Canada hosted a meeting of the
United States and Britain to discuss devel-
oping nuclear weapons during the Second
World War.

According to the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission, Canada also supplied and re-
fined uranium for use in U.S. facilities as
nuclear fuel. Canada continued to supply
uranium for military purposes for two dec-
ades after the war.

Although Canada does not possess nu-
clear weapons, it declines to sign or ratify
the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nu-
clear Weapons. The federal government
claims as a NATO member, Canada needs
protection from the large American nuclear
arsenal.  However, this year many Ameri-
can Catholic leaders joined scientists in urg-
ing President Joe Biden to work with other
nations toward nuclear disarmament.

Pope Francis has condemned both pos-
session of nuclear weapons as well as
threats to use them. Japan’s Catholic bish-
ops have gone further to call for an end to
nuclear power.  Not only did their country
suffer two atomic bombings, but also faced
the major Fukushima nuclear power plant
meltdown in 2011.

Pope Francis publicly highlighted the
bishops’ call to halt nuclear power when

he visited Japan in November 2019. Later,
he told journalists he personally questioned
the safety of nuclear energy, noting its po-
tential for further disaster.

Meanwhile, Canada’s federal government
and four provinces are spending millions of
dollars in public funds to finance nuclear en-
ergy expansion. Two nuclear technology com-
panies from the United Kingdom and U.S.
have offices in Saint John to develop small
modular nuclear reactors (SMNRs).

The nuclear industry promises carbon-
free electricity generation from SMNRs to
address climate change. New Brunswick,
Ontario, Saskatchewan and Alberta signed
an agreement to promote SMNRs.

The new reactors will take at least 10
years to complete. However, proponents of
nuclear-free renewable energy emphasize
the urgent need for immediate climate ac-
tion, combined with energy efficiency. They
note there is no safe solution for perma-
nent storage of nuclear waste, which re-
mains dangerously radioactive for count-
less generations.

Making choices
They also warn of potential misuse of

plutonium by terrorists or unstable regimes.
Plutonium is a human-made element cre-
ated as a by-product in every nuclear reac-
tor.  In the world’s nuclear weapons, it is
the main nuclear explosive material.

The Moltex Energy company wants to
extract plutonium from thousands of used
nuclear fuel bundles stored at Point
Lepreau, on the Bay of Fundy. Through
such reprocessing, it plans to use the plu-
tonium as fuel for an SMNR now still in
the design stage.  The entire package could
then be replicated and sold to other coun-
tries.

However, American scientists and non-
proliferation experts say Canadian govern-
ment support for the Moltex plutonium-
extraction project undermines the global
nuclear weapons non-proliferation regime.
Nine U.S. non-proliferation experts ex-
pressed their serious concerns in two open
letters to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
dated May 25 and July 28 this year.

In their first letter, they urged the Cana-
dian government “to convene high-level
reviews of both the non-proliferation and
environmental implications of Moltex’s re-
processing proposal.” Such reviews “will
find reprocessing to be counterproductive

(continued on page 12)
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Evangelization summit connects Campus Ministry leaders across the country
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On August 4-5 2021,
Canadian Catholic Campus Ministry
(CCCM) hosted their second annual online
Campus Evangelization Summit, for peo-
ple working in Catholic ministry on a Ca-
nadian post-secondary campus.

Justin Beers, central representative and
Evangelization, Discipleship committee and

Catholic Chaplaincy at York University,
shared that the goal is to connect campus
ministry leaders in a way that is very inter-
esting and practical.

“We’re trying to ask questions and an-
swer those questions for the younger gen-
eration,” Mr. Beers said. “We want to de-
velop the leadership of people who are in

our chaplaincies who are the up-and-com-
ing generation, and don’t just see this as
their social club, but turn around and go
out into their dioceses feeling that they are
empowered to go out and make a differ-
ence where they live.”

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the
Diocese of Saint John, opened the summit
with a reflection on prayer and evangeliza-
tion. Participants took in a variety of key-
note speakers including Dr. Josh Packard,
Building Trusting Relationships with Stu-
dents, Emily Sullivan, Pursuing the Truth
with Charity and Clarity, Dr. Lisa Reiter,
Strategizing for Effective Ministry and Eric
Chow, Preparing Students for Life After
Campus.

Dr. Vivien Zelazny, Campus Minister at
St. Thomas University in Fredericton, was
also invited to share her experience of Cam-
pus Ministry in the past year.

“We were created as social beings, to be
in a communion of love with God and one
another,” Bishop Riesbeck said. “The goal
of all our ministry, our preaching, the cel-
ebration of the sacraments, our pastoral and
catechetical work, all of our evangelization
efforts on campus, should be to help peo-
ple come into relationship with Christ in the
Church, and nurture that relationship.”

The importance of relationship was ech-
oed by keynote speaker Dr. Packard, who
noted that people join the Church because
of sense of belonging before they believe.

“[Dr. Packard] looked at how to incor-
porate people into a chaplaincy or a parish
so that there is a sense of belonging, not
just showing up because you believe in
something — because that’s obviously not
working with the younger generation,” Mr.
Beers said. “How do you make communi-
ties that engage with the younger genera-
tion on their terms and in their way?”

Mr. Chow spoke more specifically on
how to help students live this belonging after
graduation. “People have an alive experi-
ence, they go to the parish, and they can
be marginalized as a young adult, they’re
not really utilized or given much of a role in
their parish,” Mr. Beers explained. “How
do we manage it, so they don’t end up leav-
ing the Catholic Church?”

Bishop Riesbeck spoke about charisms
and encouraged campus leaders to share
their gifts in building up the Church. “When
the Holy Spirit is stirred up our lives, we
often experience other gifts (usually called
charisms) of the Holy Spirit that become

operative in our lives,” he said. “A charism
is a gift given by the Holy Spirit to an indi-
vidual for the good of others and the fulfil-
ment of the mission of the Church.”

“We talked a lot about attending to the
work of the Holy Spirit in our ministries,”
Dr. Zelazny said. “Bishop Reisbeck encour-
aged us to lean on the assistance of the Spirit
and trust in the Spirit’s power to transform
us. It really resonated with the Campus
Ministers in attendance because we know
from experience that our ministries depend
completely on prayer and following where
the Spirit leads.”

Empowering university leaders to go and
make a difference in their communities is
key to Campus Ministry.

“It’s meeting our generation’s challenges
and meeting them effectively,” Mr. Beers
said. “Getting people like Bishop Riesbeck
who care about outreach and reaching the
new generation, not just letting them pass
away so that the Church dies. Every gen-
eration has to take up their call in their day.
If they just sit idly by, the Church will be-
come idle and die.”

Mr. Beers said that CCCM is working
with other university movements and or-
ganizations including Catholic Christian
Outreach (CCO), and their American coun-
terpart Campus Ministry Association
(CMA) “to bring unity in the Church and
put forward a voice that is needing to be
heard, specifically focused on evangeliza-
tion, leadership and discipleship,” that will
help make CCCM “a relevant organization
that incorporates as many campuses across
the country, not driven by ideology but
driven by Catholic faith.” CCCM wants to
connect leaders with coaches and people who
will help them with their tangible needs and is
reaching out to different organizations (includ-
ing Divine Renovation and Alpha) that encour-
age people to make vibrant and engaging com-
munities.

“The beliefs are there, but if those beliefs
are not lived and actualized, it’s much more
challenging for people to understand it,” he
said. “We need more people to step up to be
engaging and be that creative voice for our
generation.”

For more information about Canadian
Catholic Campus Ministry, visit http://
www.cccm.ca/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Justin Beers
(Canadian Campus Ministry photo)
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Mary: mother and mirror of us all
First a disclaimer — I have never been pregnant. Thus, to reflect

on Mary and her pregnant visit to Elizabeth in Luke’s Gospel (1:39-
56) is in many ways outside my area of knowledge and awareness.
However, over the years I have had the honour of baptizing hundreds
of newly born children. That privilege has afforded me the gift of
observing parents at this blessed moment in their lives, and I am sure
a blessing it has been. It has been a time of great joy as well as
anticipation and excitement. Often too, the moment includes uncer-
tainty, anxiety and even some fear. But more than anything it is a time
of expectancy and hope.

This is what Luke presents in the first two chapters of his Gospel.
This section is often referred to as the Infancy narrative. It draws on
the faith and memory of the earliest communities of Christians. They
were seeking to understand and express the person of Jesus as the
Christ as well as his message and mission. Thus, Mary becomes a
central figure in the story. She is both a prophet and a disciple as the
story unfolds.

Like the prophets of the Old Testament, Mary comes to us as the
voice of God embodied. Her life and her experience in Luke represent
God’s constant willingness to reach out to touch the beloved creation
and humanity that is set before us in the first chapter of the Book of
Genesis. There, in poetic form we are told that “God created the
heavens and the earth”. Then after six days of work, “God saw eve-
rything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.” (Gen.1:31)

The prophets of the Old Testament repeatedly expressed the con-
tinuance of God’s love for created humanity. They served as the
bearer of God’s loving word to Israel especially in times of challenge and
difficulty. Mary appears in this tradition. Her words in response to the
blessing spoken to her by Elizabeth are the words of a prophet accepting
her call: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in
God my saviour for he has looked upon his lowly servant.” Her proclama-
tion repeatedly sings of God’s loving mercy for all.

In the New Testament, God is again
comes to his beloved creation and
humanity. Mary’s role is prophesy by
action. She becomes the mother of
Jesus and the vehicle of God’s incar-
nation among us, life-giving and lov-
ing. She becomes the bearer of God to our world in a marvellous
way. With Mary and like Mary, we may not fully understand God’s
ways, but we can certainly be amazed by God’s coming to us.

Jesus gathers many followers, disciples. He forms them and com-
missions them to bear the same message as he proclaims and reveals
in himself. Mary pronounces this message with her proclamation in
Luke. It is a message of love and support (“[lifting] up the lowly”),
(“[filling] the hungry”); a message of mercy and compassion. In so
many ways, Mary is the first of the disciple of Jesus the Christ.

Mary, is the mirror of us all, the bearer of the Christ into our world,
the revelation of God among us. In our very selves, we are like Mary,
prophets and disciples. So often we struggle to comprehend this vision of
ourselves and others. Father Richard Rohr referring to the First Letter of
John (1 Jn 3:2) reminds of who we all are: “Our inherent ‘likeness to God’
depends upon the objective connection given by God equally to all crea-
tures, each of whom carries the divine DNA in a unique way,” (Richard
Rohr. The Universal Christ, New York 2021 60-61.)

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Climate movement goes forward under Laudato Si' banner
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The Global Catholic Climate Movement is no more. A new name has
been given to the planet-spanning network of Catholic climate activists
and has been personally endorsed by the pope.

In every corner of the globe, inspired by Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical,
it is now the Laudato Si’ Movement.

Renaming a Catholic movement is no exercise in corporate re-branding,
said the movement’s Canadian co-ordinator Agnes Richard.

“(We’re) thinking about it as a sacramental change,” she said. “It’s a
confirmation — a confirmation of who we are now.”

Canadian Cardinal Michael Czerny called the new name a prayer.
“When we name the movement now, every time we name it we’re

saying a prayer,” Cardinal Czerny told a global online meeting to announce
the new name July 29. “Laudato Si’ — praised be the creator, praised be
the creator, may the creator help us to be worthy, responsible and caring
creatures.”

The Catholic organization now has the next climate summit in Glasgow
in its sights. Laudato Si’ Movement will be there at COP26 with Pope
Francis November 1-12 to present a petition to world leaders, demanding
they act on the latest UN climate change report, in which the world’s
climate scientists document that global temperatures have already risen
1.2 degrees and warn that only all-out, urgent action will be able to prevent

the world from exceeding the 1.5-degree target named in the Paris climate
agreement.

Effective action on climate change isn’t going to be possible without the
kind of deep, cultural and spiritual change that religions must be there to
support, said ecotheologian and Elliott Allen Institute director Hilda Koster
of the University of St. Michael’s College.

“It isn’t just a matter of technological fixes and political solutions,” she
said.

The Laudato Si’ Movement is poised to be the means of real change in
the Catholic Church and Christianity more broadly, said Ms. Koster.

“We need a change of our hearts. We need a change in our worldview.
We need a very different relationship with the natural world. We need
that collectively. We need it at an individual level and we need it

(continued on page 9)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Complexity and paradox
Reading the Letters of Dorothy Day recently, I ran into this line,

“doubtless we need a Savonarola as well as a St. Francis.” She was
speaking about what spirituality needs in order to be healthy and bal-
anced. That triggered something inside me, something I have never
been able to sort out. I have always been comfortable, perhaps too
much so, in both circles of piety and circles of iconoclasm. I’m
drawn to the warmth of the Sacred Heart even as I am stimulated by
Nietzsche, and I see Merton’s raw sense of humour as issuing forth
from the same unique place within him as his faith, one leaning on the
other.

One of my favourite spiritual writers is the Italian monk and hermit,
Carlo Carretto. When you are reading a Carretto book, you are never
sure what you will meet next in terms of either piety or its (seeming)
opposite. On one page, he might be offering a handmade toy to the
Blessed Virgin Mary to give the infant Jesus and a page or two later he
will be offering a blistering critique of clericalism or calling on the
Pope to shut present-day seminaries because he believes those train-
ing for the priesthood should be living with everyday families. Many
of us are familiar with his “Ode to the Church” within which both his
piety and his iconoclasm are manifest.

How much I must criticize you, my church and yet how much I
love you!

How you have made me suffer much and yet owe much to you.
I should like to see you destroyed and yet I need your presence.
You have given me much scandal and yet you alone have made

me understand holiness.
Never in this world have I seen anything more obscurantist,

more compromised, more false, and yet never in this world have I
touched anything more pure, more generous, and more beautiful.

Many times I have felt like slamming the door of my soul in
your face — and yet how often I have prayed that I might die in
your sure arms!

Not many spiritual writers have this range on their keyboard. As
Ernst Kasemann once said, the problem in the church and in the
world is that the pious are not liberal and the liberal are not pious.
Carretto was both. He could love the church, fiercely, piously, with
childlike devotion, even as inside of that very devotion he could criti-
cally acknowledge and speak out against her faults. That’s a rare
capacity, seen in some saints.

Dorothy Day, not unlike Carretto, was an exceptionally pious
woman, a unanimity-minus-one defender of chastity in the circles
she moved in, and a woman who believed that reverence was a non-
negotiable moral virtue. Yet, like Carretto, she could be blistering in
her criticism of piety whenever it was blind to injustice, racism, vio-
lence, and war. Small wonder her favourite saint was Therese of
Lisieux, a pious nun tucked away in an obscure convent in France,
writing mystical treatises on how much Jesus loves us.

Moreover, that patron saint Therese was herself a wonderful ex-
ample of a piety that can look saccharine and yet have a disarming
capacity for critical insight. Therese of Lisieux is the same person
who, while posturing in her writings as a little girl, someone of no
consequence, the Little Flower, can pivot radically and suddenly be-
come the wise, aged Sophia, dishing out hard spiritual counsel: “Be
careful not to seek yourself in love, you will end up with a broken
heart that way.  I felt it more valuable to speak to God rather than to
speak about him, for there is so much self-love intermingled with

spiritual conversations. There are no mira-
cles, no raptures, no ecstasies — only serv-
ice.” Therese had a keyboard that could
play very diverse melodies.

The late Irish biblical scholar Jerome Murphy-O’Connor used say
(partially tongue in cheek) that consistency is the product of small
minds. What he was highlighting of course was that great minds
aren’t simple, that they know the importance of nuance, that they
don’t work in terms of black and white, that they can hold things in
tension without prematurely resolving that, and that they can shock
you equally in their capacity for reverence and for iconoclasm.

Jesus fits that description. He scandalized his contemporaries and
continues to scandalize us with what seem like inconsistencies, but
are really the capacity of a great mind and heart to hold truth in para-
dox, in tension. Small wonder there are so many Christian denomina-
tions today. We, his followers, cannot hold the whole truth together
as he did and so we live out pieces of it rather than the whole Gospel.
The same might be said for other great figures in history, like St.
Augustine, who is cited alternately as the root for both orthodoxy and
heresy in theology.

There are indeed real contradictions and genuine inconsistencies;
but there is also the paradox seen in great minds, minds who know
exactly when to honour an icon and when to smash it.

The richness of the Eucharist
What is the Eucharist? What is supposed to happen when we gather

to celebrate the ritual that Jesus gave us at the Last Supper and asked
us to perpetuate until his return? Is this meant to be a family meal or
a re-enactment of Jesus’ sacrificial death? Is it meant to look like the
old Latin mass or like it looks in most churches today?

There are no simple answers to these questions because there is no
one theology (to the exclusion of all others) of the Eucharist, even in
the New Testament. Rather there are various theologies of the Eucha-
rist, complementary to be sure, but each emphasizing different as-
pects of a reality that is too rich to capture in a single concept. What
is the Eucharist?

In essence, the Eucharist is a reality with these interpenetrating
dimensions.

1.The Eucharist is God’s physical embrace of us. Without the Eucha-
rist, as Andre Dubus asserts, God becomes a monologue. The Eucharist
is where God touches us physically. It is the place where God is still
taking on physical flesh.

2.The Eucharist is a meal we share together. The Last Supper was
many things, but it was also a meal, a time of human fellowship, a
celebration at table. So too for the Eucharist, it is many things, but it

(continued on page 12)
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Mary shows humility, service are 'secrets' to heaven, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Mary's assumption into
heaven reminds people that they are also called
by God to eternal life in heaven through hu-
mility and serving him, Pope Francis said.

After reciting the Angelus prayer on the
feast of the Assumption August 15, Pope
Francis also prayed that those enjoying the
summer holiday would find "serenity and
peace."

"I cannot, however, forget those who
cannot go on vacation, those who remain
to serve the community and those who find
themselves in distressing conditions, aggra-
vated by the intense heat and by the lack of
certain services due to the holiday," he said,

Look to Christ, not the law, to receive new life, pope says at audience
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — What made Christian
life radically new was the call for those who
have faith in Jesus Christ to live in the Holy
Spirit, who liberates from the law God handed
down to Moses, Pope Francis said during his
weekly general audience.

Mosaic law was necessary and important
to follow at that time in history, but it served
as a path to follow toward an eventual en-
counter with Christ and his commandment
of love, he said August 11 to those gathered
in the Paul VI audience hall at the Vatican.

The pope continued with his series of talks
reflecting on St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians,
focusing on the apostle answering the ques-
tion, "Why, then, the law" if, after all, "there
is the Holy Spirit and if there is Jesus who
redeems us?"

"The law is a journey" and it acts like a
teacher that takes people by the hand, leading
them forward, toward an encounter with Je-
sus and having faith in Christ, he said.

God gave Moses the law to prepare his peo-
ple on this journey during a time of rampant
idolatry and to help his people guide their be-
haviour in a way that showed and expressed
their faith and covenant with God, he said.

However, he said, the law was not the cov-
enant; the covenant came first with Abraham,
hundreds of years before Moses, the pope
said. The covenant was based not on the ob-
servance of the law, but on faith in the fulfil-
ment of God's promises, he said.

St. Paul needed to clarify the role of the
law to the Galatians because there were "fun-

especially the ill, the elderly, the incarcer-
ated, the unemployed, refugees and "all
those who are alone or in difficulty."

"May Mary extend her maternal protec-
tion over each one of you," he said, and he
invited people to "perform a beautiful ges-
ture" by going to a Marian shrine to vener-
ate Our Lady.

Mary's secret is humility, the pope said
before praying the Angelus.

"It is her humility that attracted God's gaze
to her," he said.

"God does not exalt us because of our
gifts, our wealth or great skills, but because
of humility. God loves humility. God lifts
up the one who lowers him or herself, the
one who serves," the pope said.

The pope asked people to reflect and ask:

"How am I doing with humility? Do I want
to be recognized by others, to establish
myself and to be praised, or do I think about
serving? Do I know how to listen like Mary
or do I want only to talk and get attention?
Do I know how to be silent like Mary or
am I always chatting? Do I know how to
take a step back, defuse quarrels and argu-
ments, or do I always try to stand out?"

Humility is the beginning of having faith by
knowing one needs God and needs to make
room for him in their heart and lives, he said.

"Those who remain humble allow the
Lord to accomplish great things," he said.

Mary's assumption into heaven is a mes-
sage of hope as it shows "lowliness and serv-
ice are the secrets for reaching the destina-
tion, for reaching heaven," he said.§

damentalist missionaries" among them who
seemed almost "nostalgic" about observing
Mosaic law, believing that adhering to the
covenant also included observing the Mosaic
law, he said.

The apostle explains that, "in reality, the cov-
enant and the law are not linked indissolubly,"
the pope said. "The first element he relies on
is that the covenant established by God with
Abraham was based on faith in the fulfillment
of the promise and not on the observance of
the law that did not yet exist."

"Having said this, one should not think,
however, that St. Paul was opposed to the
Mosaic law" because he does defend its di-
vine origin and says it has "a well-defined role
in the history of salvation," the pope said.

"The law, however, does not give life, it does
not offer the fulfillment of (God's) promise, be-
cause it is not capable of being able to fulfill it.
Those who seek life need to look to the promise
and to its fulfillment in Christ," he said.

This was the problem — when people put
more importance on observing the law than
with encountering Christ, he said.

This passage of St. Paul to the Galatians
"presents the radical newness of the Chris-
tian life: All those who have faith in Jesus Christ
are called to live in the Holy Spirit, who liber-
ates from the law and, at the same time, brings
it to fulfillment according to the command-
ment of love," he said.

The law is a path and "may the Lord help
people walk along the path of the Ten Com-
mandments, however, by looking at Christ's
love, the encounter with Christ, knowing that
the encounter with Jesus is more important
than all the commandments," he said.

Visitors were required to wear face masks,
but not present a so-called "green pass" of
proof of vaccination, of a negative COVID-
19 test or of recovery from COVID-19.

Italy recently passed a decree as part of
ongoing measures to curb the spread of the
virus, by making it obligatory for anyone over
the age of 12 to show a "green pass" for cer-
tain activities, including to eat indoors at res-
taurants, enter gyms or movie theatres, visit
museums, including the Vatican Museums,
and, starting in September, to attend school
on-site.

The Italian bishops' conference published
a note July 26 saying the pass was not re-
quired for going to Mass or joining in proces-
sions, but health measures such as wearing
masks and social distancing would be con-
tinuing. The green pass was required for peo-
ple entering church-owned or church-oper-
ated movie theatres, museums, restaurants
and coffee bars, sporting events, conferences,
indoor swimming pools, gyms, social cen-
tres and reception venues.§

Pope Frances (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — On July 26, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the
Diocese of Saint John celebrated the feast day of Sts. Anne and
Joachim at St. Anne’s church in Esgenoôpetitj First Nation and at St.
Joachim’s Church in Natoaganeg First Nation, both worship sites of
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish.  

Joachim and Anne were the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
tradition states that the couple first lived in Galilee, before coming to
settle in Jerusalem, where the Blessed Virgin was born and raised.

Joachim was described as a rich and pious man, who regularly
gave to the poor and to the synagogue at Sepphoris. However, the
high priest rejected Joachim, Anne, and their sacrifice, as their
childlessness was interpreted as a sign of divine displeasure.
Joachim consequently withdrew to the desert where he fasted
and did penance for forty days. Angels then appeared to both
Joachim and Anne to promise them a child.

Joachim later returned to Jerusalem and embraced Anne at the
city gate. There was ancient belief that a child born of an elderly
mother who had given up hope of having offspring was destined
for great things. Parallels occur in the Old Testament in the case
of Hannah, mother of Samuel.

It was in Jerusalem that they died and were buried. A church
was built on the site of their house during the fourth century. The
crypt, which formerly contained the holy tombs, was rediscov-
ered on March 18, 1889.

Though the bishop is known to visit indigenous communities on
this feast day, due to St. Anne’s patronage over the Mi’gmaq peo-
ple, he stated that it was especially important for him to visit this
year, in the wake of the finding of unmarked graves on the grounds
of former residential schools in various parts of Canada.  

Words of welcome and thanks were offered by Esgenoôpetitj
Chief Alvery Paul and Natoaganeg Chief George Ginnish respec-
tively.

Chief Paul thanked those who attended the noontime mass, and
invited the bishop to visit the local shrine to St. Anne. He noted
that Bishop Riesbeck was always welcome in the community, and
invited all present to the Esgenoôpetitj School for a meal of salmon,
prepared by the community members. 

Chief Ginnish spoke of the devotion to St. Anne in his family, as
well as his desire to seek a path forward which acknowledges the
effect of residential schools and assimilationist thinking on the com-
munity, as well as the need for change.  

In his reflection, Bishop Riesbeck spoke about the need for indig-
enous and non-indigenous Christians to walk together, and encour-
aged individuals toward reading the testimonies given before the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, in order to better educate themselves.

Speaking to the life of the indigenous community in the church, in
particular the devotion to St. Anne, and recalling the pilgrimage of
1680 by the Mi’gmaq to Ste.-Anne-de-Beaupré, near Quebec City,
the bishop indicated the prayerful solidarity of the Diocese of Saint
John with those who suffered, and are suffering, the effect of the
residential school system.

He spoke of his experience attending a Talking Circle in Fredericton,
organized by Graydon Nicholas, chancellor of St. Thomas University

in Fredericton and former lieutenant governor of New Brunswick,
and of the painful experiences that have been shared with him by
survivors. He urged those present to continue to pray for the souls of
those children who were denied a ceremonial burial. The bishop closed
with the Novena to St. Anne (see sidebar this page). 

Father Godwin Kalu SMMM and Father Fr. Peter Aloo SMMM,
who minister to the worship sites of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
Parish, were also in attendance.

Fr. Godwin closed both masses by saying that there exists an abso-
lute need for solidarity with Canada’s First Nations. He thanked the
chiefs for their aid, as well as the councils, young people, and the
mothers, acknowledging his gratitude for their understanding. 

Fr. Godwin called upon God’s grace for healing and restoration, as
well as consolation and mercy. He reminded those present of the great
support of prayer and asked for the Lord’s healing touch.  

Following both masses, the bishop spoke to those present, offering
a time of communal reflection and asking what he himself, or the
diocese at large, can do for indigenous communities in these times,
and how best to begin the healing process.  

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Novena to St. Anne
 Glorious Saint Anne, Mother of the Mother of God, grandmother
of our Lord Jesus Christ, we come before you beseeching your
intercession. 
 We see in our land the wounds caused by the sins of prejudice,

neglect, abuse, and prideful arrogance. May we have hearts of
flesh which seek to feel and understand the pain caused by resi-
dential schools in our country and may that understanding unite
us more closely to our Saviour who suffered for us. May we seek
righteousness and justice in our treatment of others knowing that
we are all equal before the eyes of God our Father. May we al-
ways see in those rejected by the world the face of our Lord who
has told us that what we do unto the least of our brothers and
sisters, we do unto Him. May we never be complacent in the face
of evil, but seek to bring to the light of truth that which is hidden so
that healing may abound. May we have humble hearts which
reject the vanities and schemes of this world and long for the
Kingdom of Heaven. 
 O Mother of the Mother of God, cast your maternal gaze upon

those wounded by residential schools and their families that they
may find healing and peace. May the divisions between indig-
enous and non-indigenous people in our country and church give
way to reconciliation and love. May we remember that we are one
family in Jesus Christ, who gave us His mother upon the cross
and in so doing gave us yourself as our grandmother. 
 May we who are one family be united in the peace that your

Grandson, the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, longs to pour forth
into our hearts. May the souls of those who died in residential
schools be brought into the kingdom of light and peace. Pray for
us before the Throne of Jesus Christ our Lord and your Grandson
that we who beg your intercession may one day rejoice with you
in the Kingdom of God.

Amen

Annual feast celebrated
with special emphasis on reconciliation and healing
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Parish hosts bishop for annual outdoor mass and potluck
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

GAGETOWN — On Sunday, August 15, for the Solemnity of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, parishioners of St. Bridget’s
Church (St. John Paul II Parish) in Gagetown had a two-fold reason
for celebration: the move into green level
of pandemic recovery which allowed for
the celebration of their annual outdoor mass
and potluck, and a visit from their bishop.

Not only did Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC of the Diocese of Saint John, make the
journey from Saint John to celebrate this
significant day, but he also brought along
his guitar at the request of Father Charles
Udeh, SMMM, pastor of Saint John Paul
II Parish and treated the congregation to a
couple of worship hymns before mass.

Parishioners of all ages came to share in
this celebration, and the presence of many
families — including new families who had
recently moved into the parish — breathed
new life into the parish community. This
was beautifully represented by a specifi-
cally minted children’s choir, led by parish-
ioner Gisele Conway, who welcomed the
bishop in song.

During his homily Bishop Riesbeck spoke
of the woman in his life: the Blessed Virgin
Mary, whom he called, “beautiful, faithful,
trusting, and totally devoted.”

Noting that Mary is the principal witness
to Christ and to the saving power of his
death and Resurrection, he told parishion-
ers that, “the Assumption of Mary is a very
real hopeful sign to the world of what
awaits all who respond to God. Mary was
taken into heaven to live in the presence of
God.  What has happened in her life will
happen in the lives of all who like her live
for God and give their lives over to him.”

The bishop spoke of Mary’s great role in
the history of salvation: the Annunciation —
her humble ‘yes’ that allowed Jesus to come into the world; the
visitation, when she demonstrated openness to the Holy Spirit and
went in haste to visit her cousin Elizabeth; the wedding at Cana,
when Jesus listened to her petition and granted her request; and
her presence the foot of the Cross, where she “willingly let go of
her Son for the salvation of the world and became the mother of
all the disciples of Christ.”

In all of this Mary demonstrated, “a life lived totally in union
with God and open to the Holy Spirit,” which is what makes
her, “the most important woman in my life, and in all our lives,”
he said.

Following the mass parishioners were invited to bring a dish
and share in a parish potluck, which was well attended and
enjoyed by all. “It was a lovely mass and the fellowship over a
potluck meal was a befitting celebration of going Green,” Byron

Conway, parishioner said. “And this was made extra special by the
presence of our bishop.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

GAGETOWN — Father Charles Udeh, SMMM (right) pastor of St. Bridget’s Church
(St. John Paul II Parish)  watches, while Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (centre) of the
Diocese of Saint John plays his guitar for parishioners prior to the parish’s annual
outdoor mass and potluck on Sunday, August 15. (Brian Conway photo)
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Cemetery beautification project completed
Submitted by
MARY ELLEN (HYNES) SEAR

SUSSEX — On Monday, August 30, Fa-
ther Paul Erzoah-Bebodu, pastor of St.
Theresa of Calcutta Parish in Sussex, Norton
and Millstream, will preside at an outdoor mass
at St. Francis Xavier Cemetery. This year,
the mass will also commemorate the com-
pletion the beautification project at the cem-
etery in Ward’s Creek.

In 2015, Father Arnie Hachey, the pastor at
the time was presiding at an annual outdoor
mass in the memory of those interred at the
cemetery. He was very supportive when pre-
sented with an idea to enhance the cemetery
grounds for this annual event.

The idea was to add a main gateway en-
trance and a memorial or prayer circle. Pa-
rishioner, Kelly Peters of Polyline Designs
created the architectural drawings and images
which was positively received by the parish.
Mr. Kelly also provided project management
of contractors and suppliers.

With guidance from Fr. Hachey, and or-
ganizing and fund-raising committee, the St.
Francis Xavier Cemetery Beautification Project
was established, and the project was launched.
Along with direct contact with living family
members of the deceased, an annual ‘Christmas
Home Tours’ was established and has run suc-
cessfully for a number of years adding finan-
cially to the beautification project.

Actual work on the project began in Sep-
tember 2015 coinciding with the arrival of
new pastor, Father Dan Bastarache. He joined
a large gathering of parishioners for the plant-
ing of large deciduous trees on one cemetery
border along Marshall Hill Road.

During the course of the project over
$106,000 was raised through the generous
support of parishioners, past and present, and
the beautification committee.§

SUSSEX — The new entrance way to the St. Francis Xavier Cemetery near Sussex.
The beautification project of the cemetery began in 2015 and was completed this
year. (Submitted photo)

SUSSEX — The memory or prayer circle created at St. Francis Xavier Cemetery in
Sussex as part of the cemetery beautification project. The project  began in 2015 and
was completed this year. The annual mass in memory of those interred at the cemetery,
to be held August 30 will highlight the completion of the project. (Submitted photo)

(continued from page 4)
collectively,” she said. “It is about values. Re-
ligions have something to say about that.”

Ms. Koster frames this change as the oppo-
site of turning away from tradition to merely
fashionable concerns. It is a return to funda-
mental Christian teaching.

“The destruction of planetary life by hu-
man-made climate change is not something
Catholics can ignore or be non-committal
about. It touches the heart of the Christian
confession. God created the world and de-

Climate movement goes forward under Laudato Si' banner
clared it good. We are collectively undoing
that goodness,” she said.

It’s impossible to be true to the Gospel of
Jesus and treat climate change as a side issue.

The new name should help Canada’s bish-
ops to do more than issue statements about
the environment, said Sabrina Chiefari, crea-
tion care animator for the Sisters of St.
Joseph. She wants to see the Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) come
out of their September plenary meeting with
environmental action plans to give to parishes.

“The bishops, and this can be a consideration
that goes across what the CCCB does, they need
to be able to equip the parishes, parish leaders,
with the pastoral tools necessary to understand
this,” she said.

The Laudato Si’ Movement has not yet ap-
plied for CCCB recognition as an official
Catholic movement in Canada.

As co-ordinator for the movement in
Canada, Ms. Richard hopes to see parishes
ready to welcome Laudato Si’-trained anima-
tors to lead programs.§
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Street ministry building bridges with First Nations
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

VANCOUVER — Mildred Moy wears a vest
with the words “Catholic Street Missionaries”
[CSM] as she walks down Vancouver’s dirtiest
streets looking for people who are down on their
luck and hoping to talk to them.

With a disproportionate number of First Na-
tions people among the Downtown Eastside’s
homeless and drug addicted population, Ms. Moy
hopes being visible will help her become a bridge
and vessel for healing rifts between Indigenous
people and the Church.

“The First Nations people are really dear to
our hearts and these are the brothers and sisters
God called us to serve. When they grieve, we
grieve too,” said Ms. Moy.

“The news of the graves reminded me why a
lot of the First Nations people are on the streets
and addicted. They really suffered abuse and
generational traumas.”

Ms. Moy, who founded Catholic Street Mis-
sionaries in 2016, admits when news broke in
May about the discovery of unmarked graves at
a former residential school in Kamloops she feared
wearing her vest would make her a target or
hinder her ministry.

She has found that by and large, it hasn’t.
“They are very lovely people. Most of the time

they are very appreciative of what we are doing
for them. They don’t really care if we are from
the Catholic Church. They see our sincerity.”

CSM volunteers walk along regular routes in
the Downtown Eastside, offering a listening ear,
encouragement, and prayer for anyone who
would like it. It’s a simple ministry that Moy be-
lieves has made a difference.

“We are not professional counsellors. We are
not professional addiction workers. What we offer
is a listening heart, friendship, and prayer,” she
said. “A lot of things we see being changed be-
cause of prayer, so it’s really going out to see the
pain and then we pray, that’s our ministry.”

The majority of those they encounter on the
streets are of First Nations descent. After word
of unmarked graves began circling on the streets,
Ms. Moy decided to launch a “Prayer Wall,”
where her missionaries and others can sign up
to pray for healing, reconciliation, and repent-
ance.

Her goal is to have people praying every day
for a full 215 days, the number representing the
graves initially assumed to be on Kamloops In-
dian Residential School land.

“This is such a big issue and it’s so hard to
solve from the human place, but God can make

(continued on page 13)

VANCOUVER — Catholic Street Missionaries in conversation with a person on the
streets. (The B.C. Catholic photo)

By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Reconciliation between Cana-
dian society as a whole and this country’s Indig-
enous communities is possible two new Indig-
enous leaders say.

While those leaders come at reconciliation with
Canada’s Indigenous people from two different
vantage points — one is the first ever female
leader of the most prominent Indigenous organi-
zation in Canada the Assembly of First Nations
[AFN] and the other is the first ever Indigenous
governor-general who will represent the Crown
in Canada — both are new to their roles and
both say that reconciliation will be at the fore-
front of their efforts going forward.

The new leader of the Assembly of First Na-
tions, RoseAnne Archibald says that true recon-

New leaders open door for new relationship with Indigenous
communities based on respect and confronting the ‘truth’

ciliation can only happen if Canada’s provincial
and federal governments and the Catholic Church,
which helped to operate numerous residential
schools on behalf of the federal government, take
full responsibility for their roles in the destruc-
tion that the residential school system caused to
Indigenous communities and culture in the past.

“For many Canadians and for people around
the world, these recent recoveries of our chil-
dren — buried nameless, unmarked, lost and
without ceremony are shocking, and unbeliev-
able,” said AFN Grand Chief Archibald, who was
elected AFN National Chief at the beginning of
July.

“Not for us, we’ve always known,” she said.
“I ask every Canadian to stand with First Na-

tions as we continue this painful but important
work,” Grand Chief Archibald said of ongoing

(continued on page 13)

RoseAnne Archibald (AFN photo) Mary Simon (Nunavat News photo)
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Fundraising plans gaining momentum
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Even as ordinary Canadian Catholics and
dioceses roll out plans to raise money and
recommit to reconciliation, Indigenous Catho-
lic Deacon Michael Robinson continues to feel
the community anger over residential schools.

“I’ve actually had death threats from peo-
ple whom I thought were friends,” Robinson
told The Catholic Register. “Threats that if
they ever see me walking down the street
they’re going to rip my (Roman) collar off,
rip the shirt off my back. These are people
who are a few generations disconnected from
the residential schools era…. These are peo-
ple that I’ve danced with. These are people
that I have gone to powwows with.”

Mr. Robinson has known neglected cem-
eteries and unmarked graves would be found
ever since his own involvement in the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) hear-
ings in Thunder Bay 10 years ago. He pre-
dicts many more will be found as First Na-
tions in Ontario ramp up searches.

“I know we’re going to have at least a few
thousands of these graves to be identified,”
he said. “Along with that, hopefully there’s
some kind of documentation that will help
show the world that it wasn’t done in secret.
It was just the times. People weren’t able to
travel back then.”

Mr. Robinson says he feels the pain of the
discoveries as much as anyone, but he be-
lieves reconciliation is vital.

“In the face of it all, I’m still pushing a
positive message that reconciliation can hap-
pen,” he said. “At the local level, I’m trying
to calm the waters…. Emotions are just so
raw right now.”

Meanwhile provincial Catholic fundraising
efforts, combined with recommitments to the
94 Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission, are coming together across
the country.

In British Columbia, the Archdiocese of Van-
couver and the Dioceses of Kamloops, Nel-
son, Prince George and Victoria have an-
nounced a province-wide appeal to fund heal-
ing and reconciliation projects in partnership
with Indigenous people.In a July 26 state-
ment, the bishops said they wanted to “re-
store trust and further the ongoing journey to
reconciliation.”

The Diocese of Calgary announced July 16
it will be part of “a forthcoming local/regional
financial appeal.” Alberta was home to 25 resi-
dential schools. Four of them were operated

within the boundaries of the Calgary diocese by
the Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate.

Saskatchewan’s bishops began taking dona-
tions for their province-wide appeal July 13.

The Archdiocese of Toronto has commit-
ted to a fundraising campaign that may yet
embrace the rest of Ontario.

“There are ongoing discussions with other
Ontario dioceses to explore any opportunities
for collaboration,” Archdiocese of Toronto
spokesperson Neil MacCarthy told The
Catholic Register.

A lay-led, online appeal by the Catholics for
Truth and Reconciliation group is also
underway at www.catholics4tr.ca.

In New Brunswick, Canada’s first Indig-
enous lieutenant governor and current chan-
cellor of St. Thomas University in Fredericton,
Graydon Nicholas, is part of a group seeking
reconciliation on a personal and spiritual level.

“We’ve had a talking circle with our parish
priest and our bishop here in Saint John,” Mr.
Nicholas said.

He expects the group will continue meet-
ing in September.

“All the elements of the truth have to come
out. There’s still a lot of information that the
general public, especially those of us in our
Catholic faith, don’t have,” Mr. Nicholas told
The Catholic Register.

Questions over Church's 'in kind' services
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

As Catholics across Canada scramble to
make up for the failed “best efforts” fund-
raising campaign of 2007 to 2013, they’re
now answering questions about their “in-kind”
contributions to the Indian Residential Schools
Settlement Agreement — a stream of com-
pensation that Catholic residential school op-
erators over-fulfilled by at least $5 million.

The Federation of Sovereign Indigenous
Nations [FSIN] in Saskatchewan is asking
the Church and courts to provide an account-
ing of the $25 million of “in-kind” services.
The Saskatchewan Provincial Court has the
ledger with a record of the services provided,
but it could take months for the court to re-
lease it to the FSIN. The former president of
the corporation that represented Catholic en-
tities in court doesn’t know where the
Church’s copy of the ledger is.

The one thing Gruard-McLelland Arch-
bishop Gerard Pettipas knows for sure is that
the Catholics did more than they were asked
to by the courts.

Fundraising and face-to-face encounters
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
Catholics could set the table for a papal apol-
ogy on Canadian soil, according to Mr.
Nicholas.

“All that is a precursor for, I think, an apol-
ogy that people want in our country by the
pope,” he said.

Mr. Robinson in Thunder Bay also looks
forward to a papal apology on Canadian soil
as required by TRC’s Call to Action 58.

“It doesn’t seem like these apologies (by
Catholic entities that ran residential schools)
are holding too much water until the pope
steps up and says sorry on behalf of the
Church as a whole,” he said. “It’s going to be
a hard road, for sure, to get there.” §

Graydon Nicholas (TNF file photo)

“We reached $30 million in much less than
10 years,” Archbishop Pettipas told The
Catholic Register. “Because it was costing
us money to count that, we stopped at $30
million.”

The $25 million in community projects, fam-
ily counselling and reconciliation work, aimed
primarily at survivors and their families, was
one of three streams of compensation required
of 48 Catholic dioceses and religious orders
who operated between 60 and 70 per cent of
Canada’s Indian residential schools over more
than a century. The 48 Catholic entities also
had to pay $29 million from their own re-
sources and run a $25-million “best efforts”
capital fundraising campaign.

After the agreement was wound up in 2014,
the corporation that represented the 48 Catho-
lic entities was dissolved. Pierre Berribeau,
the lawyer who led and represented the cor-
poration — known as CEPIRSS, for Catho-
lic Entities Party to the Indian Residential
Schools Settlement — has since died.

Archbishop Pettipas, who was president of
CEPIRSS, is now searching for where the

(continued on page 12)
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The richness of the Eucharist
(continued from page 5)

is also a table for a family to gather around, where joy can be shared
and where it is safe to break down in sorrow.

3.The Eucharist is an intensification of our union with each
other inside the Body of Christ. As disciples of Jesus, we too consti-
tute the Body of Christ. At a Eucharist, not just the bread and wine are
meant to be changed into the body and blood of Christ, so too we, the
people. That is why St. Augustine, when giving out communion,
would sometimes say, “Receive what you are.”

4.The Eucharist is a sacrifice. It is a making memorial (Zikkaron)
of the saving event of Jesus’ death. In short, it is the Christian
Passover supper. The Eucharistic prayer does not just ask God to
change the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ, it
also asks God to make the saving event of Jesus’ death available
for us to participate within today.

5.The Eucharist is the new manna. Just as God fed his people in
the desert with manna each day, so now, daily, God feeds his
people with bread from heaven. (This motif is particularly strong
in John’s Gospel.)

6.The Eucharist is a vigil act. Jesus told us to celebrate the
Eucharist so as to wait for his return. We celebrate Eucharist as a
vigil. As Gerhard Lohfink puts it: “The early apostolic communi-
ties cannot be understood outside of the matrix of intense expec-
tation. They were communities imminently awaiting Christ’s re-
turn. They gathered in Eucharist, among other reasons, to foster
and sustain this awareness, namely, that they were living in wait,
waiting for Christ’s return.” At the Eucharist, we meet with each
other in vigil to stay awake for Jesus’ return.

7.The Eucharist is a washing of each other’s feet. The Gospel of
John does not mention bread and wine at the Last Supper; instead,
where the other Evangelists and St. Paul highlight Jesus changing the
bread and wine into his body and blood, John substitutes a basin and
towel for the bread and wine. Why? Among other reasons, to teach
that this kind of humble action towards each other, washing each
other’s feet, is one of the major meanings of the Eucharist.

8.The Eucharist is a prayer for the world, making Christ’s flesh
food for the life of the world. It is a prayer for God’s help for the
whole world. Akin to a “Quaker Silence”, it brings the helplessness of
the world to God and asks God to do for it what it cannot do for itself
— bring about peace and justice.

9.The Eucharist is a sacrament of reconciliation and forgiveness.
We go to Eucharist to have our sins forgiven, to be as sinners at table
with Jesus.

10. Finally, the Eucharist is the ultimate religious ritual through
which we sustain ourselves in faith, discipleship, and community. We
gather for Eucharist in order to stay alive. A Eucharist gathering is
analogous to an Alcoholics’ Anonymous meeting. We gather because
without this regular ritual gathering, our faith, discipleship, and com-
munity would eventually fall apart. In the words of Ronald Knox, the
Eucharist is our one great act of fidelity to Jesus. Truth be told, we
are not ever really faithful to the Gospels; we don’t love our enemies
and don’t turn the other cheek, but we are faithful in one major way,
we keep the Eucharist going — and that single act is going to save
us.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 2)
on both fronts,” they said.

Their second letter questions “misleading claims” by Moltex.
They emphasized that “Moltex’s proposal would not significantly
reduce the risk from radioactive waste but would dramatically
increase the risk of nuclear weapons proliferation.”

Another key movement to avoid widespread destruction lies in
the global Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. The treaty website
declares that “bold and immediate action is needed to address the
climate emergency” mainly caused by fossil fuels.

Supporters include more than 100 Nobel Prize laureates, thou-
sands of individuals and hundreds of organizations. These include
the cities of Vancouver and Toronto; the Sisters of Charity Fed-
eration of North America; the Global Catholic Climate Movement
(newly named the Laudato Si’
Movement, see page 4 this is-
sue), as well as KAIROS: Ca-
nadian Ecumenical Justice Ini-
tiatives.

The Vatican has called divest-
ing from fossil fuels both a moral
and theological imperative to
counter widespread suffering
and destruction from climate
change. An urgent call to divest
came this spring from the Vati-
can Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development.

Inspired by the 2015 encyc-
lical by Pope Francis, the Vati-
can’s Laudato Si’ Action Plat-
form recommends divesting
from fossil fuels while invest-
ing in renewable energy. To
learn more, see
www.laudatosiactionplatform.org

Set before us today are life
or death; blessing or curse
(Deuteronomy 30:19).  What
will we choose?  §

Church teaching

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com

Questions over 'in kind' services
(continued from page 11)

records may be.
All the in-kind services provided to fulfill this part of the agreement

were vetted and approved by Indigenous people.
“These proposals, I guess you would call them, had to be signed

off by some Indigenous leadership — either a chief in council or a
friendship centre board or some other group like that,” recalled Arch-
bishop Pettipas. “Then it would go to this multi-party committee that
would receive these and somehow agree on a dollar value.”

The complexity and the legal requirements of a decade ago aren’t
easy to explain, said Archbishop Pettipas.

“IRSSA was a legal agreement,” said the archbishop. “And even
though I understand that lots of people were frustrated by how many
lawyers had to be involved in this as it went on through history, it was
a legal agreement. Whenever you have a legal agreement it’s both
written by lawyers and it’s supervised by lawyers.”§



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.August 27 & September 3, 2021 Page 13

(continued from page 10)
efforts across Canada to recover the remains of Indigenous youth that
died at residential schools.

“I ask that you listen, learn and reflect on the history we share as a
country,” she said. “Please continue to call the prime minister, your pre-
mier, your MPs and MPPs to demand reparation, justice and action.”

Grand Chief Archibald said that there must be a true reckoning for what
happened in the past.

“Crimes have to be investigated and those guilty must be held to ac-
count,” Grand Chief Archibald said. “People and media have been refer-
ring to them as discoveries. These are not discoveries, these are recover-
ies. There must be truth before reconciliation. It’s time to find our children
and bring them home.

“As we continue the painful but essential work of locating and identify-
ing our missing little ones, I urge all levels of government to provide the full
breadth of resources and support for any First Nation pursuing investiga-
tive efforts.”

During a press conference and briefing after her election as AFN Na-
tional Chief, Archibald, who was awarded a Canada 125 medal for her
more than three decades of Indigenous leadership roles which included
her being the first woman to be the Ontario Regional Chief for the Chiefs
of Ontario, said that as she meets with First Nations leaders across the
country she will focus on key issues such as unmarked burial sites at
former residential schools, the national action plan on missing and mur-
dered Indigenous women and girls, climate change and fighting against
systemic racism in Canada’s health and justice systems.

While Grand Chief Archibald comes to these issues from the AFN per-
spective, Inuk Mary Simon was officially sworn-in as Canada’s new
Governor-General on July 26 during a ceremony at the Canadian Senate.

"I have heard from Canadians who describe a renewed sense of possi-
bility for our country and hope that I can bring people together," Simon
said on July 26.

"Every day, inside small community halls, school gyms, Royal Cana-
dian Legions, places of worship, and in thousands of community service
organizations, there are ordinary Canadians doing extraordinary things,”
Ms. Simon said.

"My view is that reconciliation is a way of life and requires work every
day," she said. "Reconciliation is getting to know one another."

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Ms. Simon’s appointment as gover-
nor-general comes at an historic time for Canada.

"In this moment of unprecedented change,” Mr. Trudeau said, citing
recovering from the global COVID pandemic, issues surrounding climate
change and what he called “walking forward on the path of reconcilia-

tion”, the prime minister said of Ms. Simon that “we need your vision of a
stronger Canada for everyone."

While there are still numerous concerns being raised about the role the
Catholic Church played in operating residential schools in Canada, the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) has repeatedly pledged
its support towards further reconciliation with Canada’s First Peoples and
has helped to set up a meeting in the Vatican in December where repre-
sentatives of Canadian Indigenous communities are expected to formally
call upon Pope Francis to officially apologize for the Church’s role in the
residential school system.

“The Bishops of Canada are profoundly saddened by the Residential
Schools legacy. We are committed to working with Indigenous Peoples
and communities towards a greater understanding of the priorities of heal-
ing and reconciliation and how to address them together,” the CCCB said
in a statement when the Bishops of Saskatchewan announced a new
province-wide fund-raising campaign to facilitate further healing and rec-
onciliation.

“The work of healing and reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples is of
fundamental importance to our local and national Catholic communities
and to all of us as Canadians. By renewing our commitment to work
together with them, the Church in Canada pledges solidarity with the
Indigenous communities of this land,” the Permanent Council of the CCCB
statement said.

“We lift up our prayers to the Lord for the support and healing of
Residential School survivors, their communities, and intergenerational
wounds still present.§

New leaders open door for new relationship based on respect and confronting the ‘truth’

(continued from page 10)
all things possible.”

The Prayer Wall launched June 11 and will be active until January 12,
2022. Anyone can sign up to pray and view the number of people praying
alongside them. So far 35 people have signed up for a total of 1,740 hours
of prayer.

Ms. Moy has also sought other, simple ways to reach out and build
relationships, including learning a few words in First Nations languages.

“There was this First Nations person, he was looking very desperate
and in despair, so we reached out to him. We didn’t know him, so I said
‘hi’ in Cree,” said Ms. Moy.

“He opened up to us and wanted us to pray for him. After the prayer, he
changed! He was smiling and happy.”

In more hostile encounters with Indigenous or non-Indigenous people
angry over the Catholic Church’s role in residential schools, CSM volun-
teers have offered apologies.

“We think it’s okay for us to apologize,” she said. “One person’s sin
affects the whole body of Christ.”

Ms. Moy hopes the Prayer Wall shows Catholics one small way they
can participate in healing. “I wish that more people would pray. God will
hear our prayer. God can do anything.”

She adds she’ll continue to wear her “Catholic” label on the streets,
hoping the bridges she builds will lead to positive, lasting encounters be-
tween people of faith and people deeply wounded by representatives of the
Church.

“If they like what we do and they find out we are Catholic, hopefully
that will be a positive experience that will lessen their resentment of the
Church and of God.”

Learn more about Catholic Street Missionaries and view the Prayer Wall
at catholicstreetmissionaries.org. §

Building bridges with First Nations
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Vatican appointments in August feature two Canadian women

By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

As the Canadian on a revitalized International
Council for Catechesis, advising the Vatican on
all the ways the faith is handed on and shared
with the world, Anne Jamieson hopes she can
bring to bear the experience of a Church in need
of reconciliation.

“I bring the sense that we are a Church, like
everywhere, that struggles with a past — that
asks itself the hard question of where do we
need to be evangelized?” said Ms. Jamieson.

Ms. Jamieson is now one of four women on
the council, two of them religious sisters. The
women on the council, along with four bishops
and four priests, have recently been given a more
central role in the new evangelization by Pope
Francis. In May Francis established the formal
lay ministry of catechist, charging conferences
of bishops around the world with issuing guide-
lines for the formation of lay catechists, asking
the Congregation for Divine Worship to publish
a rite of institution for lay catechists and giving
bishops authority over selecting, training and
equipping catechists.

Ms. Jamieson has been executive director of
the Institute for Catholic Education in Ontario
for the last year. ICE brings together Ontario’s
bishops, teachers, trustees, principals and par-
ents to safeguard and promote Catholic schools.
Jamieson has a Doctor of Ministry from Toron-
to’s University of St. Michael’s College, has
written several books for Novalis and has taught
in schools and at the university level.

The job of the catechist in Canada begins with
confronting the hard reality of the Church’s role
in residential schools, Ms. Jamieson said.

“This is the moment where we have to go
back and say we have to be evangelized again,
not to be afraid of the truth of our history and to
embrace it,” she said. “Reconciliation, especially
with our Indigenous brothers and sisters, is not
just an important historical or secular idea. We
have a sacramental idea of reconciliation — that
this is how the Lord calls us back and asks us to
be unafraid to say how we have failed.”

Ms. Jamieson’s appointment to the Vatican’s
advisory body for catechesis is significant, said
Anna Boyagoda, the Archdiocese of Toronto’s
director of the Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd.

“What I see in this is (Pope Francis’) effort to
really give dignity to the role of catechist, to rec-
ognize the significance of that ministry, which
historically women have been a huge compo-
nent of,” Ms. Boyagoda said. “Anne will bring a

sense of catechesis as a permanent part of our
life. She’s such a perfect fit for it.”

The one thing Ms. Jamieson doesn’t expect
to do on the council is come up with a brilliant
curriculum for catechesis that can be applied in
parishes and schools around the world.

“It isn’t about one solution, one kind of way
of being in the world,” she said. “It’s about know-
ing the gift you have to give and knowing the
need of the people you serve.”

When Pope Francis urges pastors to have the
smell of the sheep, he means pastors must know
what matters to the people they lead and what is
happening in their lives. Those concerns will be
different in different places, Ms. Jamieson said.

“It would be so easy if somebody could pub-
lish a book or a blueprint or a program and we
could all open the same box and take it out and
say, ‘That’s it!’ But that’s not what it is,” she
said.

Knowing the lived reality of the community is
a first step in the Church evangelizing itself, said
Ms. Jamieson.

The International Council for Catechesis was
first established by St. Pope Paul VI, who in his
1975 encyclical Evangelii Nuntiandi wrote,
“The Church is an evangelizer, but she begins
by being evangelized herself.”

“People don’t have what we might have called

blind faith anymore,” Ms. Jamieson noted. “Pope
Francis is tapping into something really profound
and important to say that there is something re-
ally attractive about the witness of faith.”

Ms. Jamieson believes the key to the new evan-
gelization will be when the whole Church em-
braces Pope Francis’ declaration that he is a sin-
ner who has been looked upon with mercy.

“That’s actually the Church,” she said.
Canadian Catholics will know God’s mercy

when they confront their history in residential
schools.

“He wants to touch us and heal us so that we
can be his healing presence, his loving presence,
his evangelizing presence, his saving presence in
the world. We can still be that. There’s an im-
portant humility in that.” §

By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

In its 120-year history the Nobel Prize for
physics has gone to just three women —
Marie Curie in 1903, Maria Goeppert-Mayer
in 1963 and Canada’s Donna Theo Strickland
in 2018.

And now the male-dominated world of sci-
ence has been matched by the male-domi-
nated world of the Vatican, which has wel-
comed Strickland into the exclusive club of
the Pontifical Academy of Sciences.

Ms. Strickland welcomed the appointment
because the international academy based in
the Vatican represents an opportunity to in-
teract with some of the most accomplished
scientists in the world about the really big ques-
tions.

“Most academies are not international,” said
Ms. Strickland. “So it is quite an incredible
group of scientists that have been picked. So
why would I turn down an opportunity even
just to talk with these fellow-scientists?”

The chance to talk with people of faith about
the nature of science also intrigues Strickland.

“The Church has a strong voice in various
communities. So why wouldn’t scientists
want to work with faith leaders to help the
world?” she asked.

In the midst of a pandemic, with climate
change bearing down on the planet, there are
plenty of reasons for a dialogue between faith
and science, said Strickland.

“Scientists need our Church leaders — not
just Roman Catholic leaders, Church leaders
— to help spread the word that science is a

(continued on page 15)

Anne Jamieson  (Supplied photo)

Trail-blazing physicist joins science academy

Catechesis advisor sees Church struggle with past

Donna Theo Strickland  (Supplied photo)
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St. John’s Archdiocese starts to sell off property
to pay compensation to Mount Cashel victims
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — The residence for the archbishop
of St. John’s will be sold off to help pay for the
Catholic Church’s role in the abuses that oc-
curred at the Mount Cashel Orphanage in New-
foundland between the 1940s and 1960s.

“We are now beginning a major appraisal proc-
ess to determine the sale value of all the signifi-
cant real estate properties and buildings of the
Archdiocese,” St. John’s Archbishop Peter Hundt
said in a message to the faithful in the diocese
that was made available on the weekend of July
24-25.

“While the real estate assessment stage is still
ongoing, we can report that certain properties
will be placed on the market for sale,” Arch-
bishop Hundt said.

“Currently the Archdiocese has two parcels
of vacant land for sale and in the coming weeks,
the archbishop’s residence in Outer Cove and
the Mount St. Francis property on Merrymeeting
Road will be advertised for sale,” Archbishop
Hundt said. “These properties are the first of
many that will be listed for sale in the upcoming
weeks and months.”

The need sell off the archbishop’s residence
and other diocese properties is an effort by the
diocese to respect a court ruling that said the
diocese was “vicariously liable” for the abuse at
the Mount Cashel Orphanage even though it was
the Christian Brothers of Ireland that ran the day-
to day operations of notorious orphanage.

In relation to Newfoundland’s St. John’s arch-
diocese, the Supreme Court of Canada declined
back on January 14 to hear an appeal from the
archdiocese on the issue of liability. The orphan-
age was run by the Christian Brothers of Ire-
land, which declared bankruptcy in 2012 while
settling abuse lawsuits. The orphanage itself was
demolished in 1992.

The archdiocese had argued before the courts
that it was not involved in the orphanage’s day-
to-day operations and that the Christian Brothers
was a lay organization whose members were
not ordained priests of the archdiocese.

By deciding not to hear the diocese’s appeal
of a ruling of the Appeal Court of Newfound-
land and Labrador back in January, the Supreme
Court in essence dismissed the diocese’s argu-
ment that it wasn’t directly involved with Mount
Cashel.

Archbishop Hundt’s statement released last
weekend is an update on how the diocese plans
to help pay its share of compensation owed to

were also abused. The lawsuit filed in British
Columbia Supreme Court claims that from 1976
to 1983 the Christian Brothers transferred six
members facing abuse allegations from Mount
Cashel Orphanage to Vancouver College and St.
Thomas More Collegiate.

The Archdiocese of Vancouver “feels great
sadness and regret for anyone who has suffered
sexual abuse from a person in power,” said a
statement February 8 that was published in
the B.C. Catholic newspaper.

The statement also said the archdiocese and
Catholic Independent Schools of the Vancou-
ver Archdiocese which were both named in
the proposed suit do not own or operate the
schools, adding “these two schools are both
run by independent foundations. They have
their own land and buildings, have their own
curriculum, and make all their own hiring deci-
sions. As a result we can make no further com-
ment on this case.”

With files from the BC Catholic. §

(continued from page 14)
useful thing. We’re not out there to hurt the
world. We’re out there to help the world,” she
said. “Unfortunately, not all Church leaders are
with us on this one. That’s a sad thing.”
Anit-vax preachers have dismayed Ms. Strickland
with what she sees as a misuse of religion, often
combined with a misunderstanding of science.

“They’re two different things. Science
looks after trying to figure out how this world
works. Religion is a belief system on why
there’s a universe at all. They’re two totally
different things,” she said.

Ms. Strickland was born into the United
Church, which she still attends at Westmin-
ster United in Waterloo, not far from where
she grew up in Guelph, ON. Her Jewish hus-
band, Doug Dykaar, also attends Westmin-
ster United in its other guise as Temple Sha-
lom. Temple Shalom-Westminster United is
the only church and synagogue in North
America built to serve dual Jewish and Chris-
tian communities.

“Wasn’t that just meant for us?” asked a
grinning Ms. Strickland.

Ms. Strickland’s long history of breaking
into male-dominated environments dates back
at least as far as 1978, when the teenager
enrolled in engineering at McMaster Univer-
sity in Hamilton, ON. She was one of three
women in a class of 25. Looking for some-

Mount Cashel abuse survivors.
“As we have indicated, the Archdiocese will

be undergoing a major restructuring that will re-
sult in significant changes,” Archbishop Hundt
said at the end of July.

“There will be impacts to our buildings, our
services and our staff. As we go through this
restructuring, it is important that we never for-
get that as a Catholic community, we are called
to provide an environment of compassion to vic-
tims who have experienced abuse and to do all
we can to bring healing to the victims, their loved
ones and the entire community of faith.

While the fallout from the Mount Cashel Or-
phanage abuses is having a serious economic
impact on Newfoundland and Labrador’s St.
John’s diocese, there are also continuing court
cases in other parts of
the country as well.

A lawsuit filed in B.C. on February 8 claims a
Catholic order moved known abusers from the
Newfoundland orphanage to two schools in Van-
couver where the lawsuit alleges some youth

thing fun to do, Strickland began feeding her
interest in lasers while she was still in high
school.

After graduating from McMaster she found
herself studying lasers and the physics of
optics under French physicist Gérard Mourou
at the University of Rochester. In 1985 she
figured out a way to deliver intense blasts of
laser light that last just a trillionth of a second.
The technique is called “chirped pulse ampli-
fication” and it’s useful in precision glass cut-
ting, laser eye surgery and a host of other
applications.

It took more than 30 years for that research
to result in a Nobel Prize, but in the meantime
she taught physics, directed research and gen-
erally went about her job at places like Cana-
da’s National Research Council, the Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory in California,
Princeton University and eventually the Uni-
versity of Waterloo.

If there’s one thing Strickland hopes for
it’s mature, adult conversations about science
and faith.

“Obviously, I don’t think there should be a
war between religion and science. And there
has been on both sides,” she said. “Religious
people were scared of science. This was
wrong. This academy, really in the early days,
was trying to address that wrong. I think that’s
important.” §

Trail-blazing physicist joins science academy
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — It was a joyous occasion
in the Diocese of Saint John on Saint John on
July 31, 2021, as parishes welcomed the faith-
ful into their churches for the first masses in
Green phase of pandemic recovery in New
Brunswick.

The lifting of the mandatory order [on all
public health orders] means there are no longer
any capacity restrictions and that many prac-
tices which were temporarily suspended —
including singing, the sign of peace, distribu-
tion of Holy Communion at the appropriate time
and holy water fonts — were reintroduced.

In a letter dated July 26, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the diocese, reminded the
faithful that, “As we move eagerly towards
post-pandemic worship, we do so mindful that
the same missionary desire that drove us to
overcome every obstacle to bring people to
an encounter with Jesus during the pandemic
must guide our efforts as we invite the faith-
ful back into our churches post-Covid.”

Bishop Riesbeck affirmed the efforts of dioc-
esan priests who persevered through many chal-
lenges to minister to the faithful our diocese.

“Our priests found creative ways to con-
tinue to offer sacraments and sacramentals
to the faithful during the height of the pan-
demic,” he said.

Their often-hidden efforts were deeply ap-
preciated by many including Kara Pitre of
Saint John. “As I looked up at the cross to be
reminded of love, these men step inside the
church, and you observe them walk towards
the cross, towards love. They gave up their
lives to embrace his cross,” she said. “Dur-
ing a hard year, they put themselves on their
cross to show the world Christ’s love, but
they do this daily. Let us come together and
pray for these men, their devotion, their sac-
rifice. Let us continue to remind them of their
goodness, thanking them for showing us a
love that this world has a hard time seeing.”

Irene Maillet of Rothesay agreed with Ms.
Pitre. “For me, Father Stan Paulin [pastor,
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Rothesay]
is this priest. Always leading me and the flock
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish to the
cross through love.”

Bishop Riesbeck also thanked the many par-
ish leaders and volunteers for their work in
helping parishes adapt to ever-changing guide-
lines so that the faithful could continue to
worship Jesus and receive the Sacraments
during the pandemic. “Tremendous gratitude

Parishes transition into Green phase of pandemic recovery
is extended to these individuals, whose will-
ingness to serve parishes and fellow parish-
ioners is a true act of charity and witness to
our Christian faith,” he said.

Finally, the bishop affirmed the faithful of
the diocese for their resilience in staying close
to Jesus no matter the obstacles. “Your dedi-
cation to the Church is a sign that no matter the
difficulty, it is Jesus who sustains and gives life.
While it has not been easy to make such accom-
modations, I believe the Lord will bless these
sacrifices and bring goodness from this time.”

Bishop Riesbeck reminded each parishioner
that the goal of every activity in the parish
must be to lead people to a real encounter
with the living God.

 “For all of its difficulties, the pandemic has

demonstrated that our clergy and faithful are
ready and willing to do just that,” he said. “As
we move joyfully into the Green level of pan-
demic recovery, let us give God permission
to move in power in our parishes and fan into
flame the gifts bestowed on our Church dur-
ing this challenging time.”

Bishop Riesbeck’s full letter, Guidance for
Parishes After Lifting of COVID-19 Restric-
tions, can be found at
www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/documents/
2021/7/SaintJohnDioceseParish-Guidelines-
RecoveryFromRestrictions20210726.pdf).

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Father Doug McNeill, rector of the Immaculate Conception Parish, stands
on the steps of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John to welcome
parishioners for the first mass following the lifting of the mandatory orders on public
health in New Brunswick on Saturday, July 31, 2021. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)


