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This is the movie poster for Mother Teresa: No Greater Love.
Produced by the Knights of Columbus, the film was released

in more than 900 theaters in
early October. Commem-
orating the 25th anniversary
of St. Teresa’s death, movie-
house showings were
planned across Canada for
November. Story page 3.
(CNS photo/courtesy Mother
Teresa Movie.com)

KOROBOCHKYNE, Ukraine
(photo left) — A woman in
Korobochkyne, Ukraine,
stands outside her home
which was severely damaged
by a Russian grad rocket.
There are growing calls for
more aid by charities like
CNEWA as Ukraine heads
into winter. Story page 11.
(CNS photo/Clodagh Kilcoyne,
Reuters)

ASSISI, Italy — St. Francis of Assisi is depicted in this detail
from a fresco in the Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi, Italy, in
this 2013 file photo. "When I chose to call myself Francis, I
knew I was referring to a saint who is very popular, but also
very misunderstood," the pope told members of the
Coordinating Committee for the Franciscan Eighth
Centenary. Story page 10. (CNS photo/Octavio Duran)
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New FreemanThe
Calls grow for aid as chaos reigns
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

HAITI — The Jesuits in Haiti are begging
for help on behalf of a nation in chaos — but
not just any help.

“No nation on Earth deserves what we are
undergoing right now and for such a long
time,” Jesuit superior in Haiti Father Jean Denis
Saint Felix told The Catholic Register in an
email from Port-au-Prince, Haiti. “More than
ever, we need the sincere friendship and real
solidarity of peoples all over the world.”

An international plan for Haiti must go be-
yond military intervention, Fr. Saint Felix said.

Canada sent armoured vehicles and other
equipment to Haiti October 15 to bolster the
outgunned Haitian police. Sanctions and other
measures are on the table, said Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Melanie Joly.

Since President Jovenal Moise was mur-
dered in his home in 2021, hundreds of Hai-
tians have been killed in both political and ran-
dom violence as armed gangs took control of
key roads throughout the country and fought
gun battles with each other and with police in
the streets of Port au Prince. This year, the In-
ternational Monetary Fund pressured the care-
taker government into dropping fuel subsidies
and the increased prices have pushed inflation
out of control, choking off food supplies.

“People are starving. People are literally dy-
ing. In this very moment that I am writing
this, people are being kidnapped. The gangs
continue to terrorize the population,” Fr. Saint
Felix reported.

The case for international intervention could
not be more clear, said the Jesuit.

“We know that everybody knows that we
cannot do it alone,” he said. “We cannot rely
solely on the Haitian police to solve the prob-
lem of insecurity, daily kidnapping and gang
violence. The U.S. and Canada need to play
their role, being part of the solution since they
are part of the problems.”

Development and Peace-Caritas Canada is
hearing a similar message from its partners in
Haiti. Instead of a short-term, military fix, Haiti
needs the international community to help the
Caribbean nation find its way out of a quag-
mire of corruption, cronyism and violence that
has crippled the nation, said Development and
Peace executive director Carl Hetu.

“Civil society is demanding that a road map
be established,” he said.

Canada’s contribution has to come to some-
thing more than arming and equipping police.

“They need to act upon what the root

causes are,” said Mr. Hetu. “The root cause
is that 30 years of no change in who is con-
trolling the wealth and the politics of the coun-
try has only served those people.”

Stopping the flow of arms into the island
nation shouldn’t be that difficult, and a mili-
tary intervention that props up the status quo
won’t help, said Mr. Hetu.

“Our partners, and most of Haiti’s civil so-
ciety, are not keen on seeing forces coming
in,” he said. “For what? To serve who?”

“We fear that the international community
won’t have the courage to engage with real
local actors in order to promote good, honest
and competent leadership — to definitely set
the country on the path of structural change,”
said Saint Felix, whose Jesuit community is
part of the Canadian province of the world’s
largest order of Catholic priests.

Since the 2010 earthquake, Canadian aid to
Haiti has come to $1.87 billion, according to
Global Affairs Canada. The annual develop-
ment assistance budget came to $98 million.
Canada is the second-largest donor to Haiti
after the U.S. and Haiti is the largest recipient
of Canadian aid in the Western hemisphere.
Canada chairs the United Nations Economic
and Social Council’s Ad Hoc Advisory Group
on Haiti and engages with the Port au Prince
government as part of the Core Group, which
includes the United States, the European Un-
ion, France, Germany, Brazil and Spain.

But simply engaging with a government that
enjoys no legitimacy won’t cut it, said Mr.
Hetu. Non-governmental organizations, such
as the seven Development and Peace part-
ners, should be part of the solution, he said.

Given the role that United Nations-mandated
forces played in bringing cholera to Haiti in the
aftermath of the 2010 earthquake, many Hai-
tians are wary of any further UN intervention.

On October 21, the UN Security Council
voted to freeze assets and ban travel by gang
leaders, and to impose an arms embargo.§

Father Jean Denis Saint Felix
(Ignation Solidarity photo)
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Missionaries of Charity continue responding
to darkness in other people’s lives
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — The future of the Mission-
aries of Charity, Mother Teresa’s Sisters, is
more of the same — more hope, more love,
more care and compassion launched into the
gaping wound of destitution, despair and ne-
glect visible in every city in the world.

In advance of the early November Cana-
dian theatrical release of Mother Teresa: No
Greater Love, in the front room of her com-
munity’s house in the Toronto neighbourhood
of Parkdale, Sister Mary Bernice told The
Catholic Register about continuing to live the
legacy of St. Teresa 40 years after she first
entered the Missionaries of Charity in New
York City in 1982. Sr. Bernice is featured in
the new documentary as one of the genera-
tion of Sisters who had direct contact with
St. Teresa of Calcutta. Her memories of
Mother are the bedrock of her religious call-
ing.

“She was strong. She was firm. She was a
tough cookie,” she tells the filmmakers in No
Greater Love.

As an elder among younger women serv-
ing the poor in Parkdale, Sr. Bernice carries
that same firmness of purpose she learned
from Mother Teresa.

“We are the ones who are there for the
poorest of the poor,” she said. “So there is a
great need. I think not only the Church but
the world is happy that we are there to fill in
where they cannot fill in… I feel there is a
promise of glory for the world, and that many
vocations will come.”

Sr. Bernice understands that carrying on
Mother Teresa’s legacy means directly con-
fronting the horror of lives thrown away and
despised by the majority.

“We’re seeing poor people, the poorest peo-
ple, the drug addicts, the alcoholics who are
left out in the street,” Sr. Bernice explained.
“People don’t want to come near them. They
say, ‘They did it to themselves.’ ”

In her lifetime, Mother Teresa brought the
world’s attention to the dark underside of
modern life. As she accepted the 1979 Nobel
Peace Prize, she told the powerful people
gathered in Oslo, Norway — and the world
via television, radio, newspapers and maga-
zines — “I am most happy to receive it in the
name of the hungry, of the naked, of the
homeless, of the crippled, of the blind, of the
lepers, of all those people who feel unwanted,

unloved, uncared for.”
It was St. Teresa’s guiding instinct that the

destitute and the rejected suffer from much
more than being denied food, health care,
housing and work.

“Hunger is not only for a piece of bread. It
is also for love,” she said.

The film, which tells the story of St.
Teresa’s life and the founding of the Mission-
aries of Charity, has been financed and pro-
moted by the Knights of Columbus. It was
written and directed by award-winning film-
maker David Naglieri, whose Catholic docu-
mentaries include Liberating a Continent:
John Paul II and the Fall of Communism and
Guadalupe: The Miracle and the Message.
Commemorating the 25th anniversary of St.
Teresa’s death, the movie has already played
on screens across the U.S. and two days of
movie-house showings were planned across
Canada November 2 and 3.

The film encompasses most of the 20th
century and some of its greatest tragedies.
Born Gonxha Agnes Bojaxhiu in Skopje, Al-
bania, in 1910, Mother Teresa’s life was soon
engulfed in the Balkan war, leading directly
into the First World War. She began her reli-
gious life in Ireland with the Loretto Sisters
as the world was plunged into an unprec-
edented global economic depression. She soon
found herself teaching the daughters of the
elite in Calcutta as Bengal suffered an appall-
ing famine — one exacerbated by Winston
Churchill’s denial policy — which killed be-
tween 2.1 and 3.8 million people in 1943.

The shy and pious habited sister saw peo-
ple dying on the street then and she saw it
again during appalling Hindu-Muslim riots in
1947. By 1948 she was ready to leave her
religious community and begin walking the
alleys and back streets of Calcutta in a 1-ru-
pee sari with no plan other than to serve the
poorest of the poor.

“Who could walk through a back alley in
India?” Sr. Bernice asks the camera. “She had
the seed of a deep, supernatural faith that al-
lowed her to walk out into the streets with
nothing.”

Sr. Bernice came to her calling from a life
of struggle as a little black girl growing up in
the ghetto in Baltimore, Maryland.

“Daddy couldn’t afford to pay the rent. So
we were always trying to beat the rent man,”
she explained.

She remembers early mornings when her
father got the family up and took the children

out before the sheriff would arrive, “because
we didn’t want to be shamed in the street.”

But Sr. Bernice’s trajectory in life was dif-
ferent from her parents. By high school she
was a leader, class president in Frederick

Douglass High School. She went to Johns
Hopkins University, among the elite of Ameri-
can private universities, to study psychology.
By then she had left her Methodist church
and went through the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults with the help of the Josephite
Fathers. She nursed a vague calling to be-
come a nun, but it was when she saw Mother
Teresa featured on the cover of Time maga-
zine that the calling rang clear as a bell.

Today, it’s not her calling but the calling of
her entire community that trudges the back
streets of the great cities of the world and
worms its way into the lives of refugees
caught in no-man’s land between nations.

“We have a calling. When Mother first
started it she saw that. Those of us who are
following that call also see that,” Sr. Bernice
said.

Photographer Michael Collopy, who pro-
duced some of the most memorable images
of St. Teresa over years of photographing her,
warns against the idea that Mother Teresa was
only responding to far-off poverty in

(continued on page 10)

Sister Mary Bernice (Michael Swan photo)
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Conversion: seeking, questioning
and the invitation of Jesus

Zacchaeus was a happy man. In the story found in Luke’s Gospel,
he is portrayed as an enthusiastic fellow who was searching for some-
thing – a seeker (Luke 19:1-10). This is the root of all conversion. It
begins with searching.  In order to change anything, we first have to
be questioning the status quo. We first have to be looking for another
way to do something or be something.

In the story of Zacchaeus, we find two types of people. First of all,
there is Zacchaeus himself. Luke seems to go out of his way to offer
details about him. He describes him as short in stature. He had lots of
things that were blocking his ability to see what he was searching for.
At the same time, Luke presents him as wanting to see Jesus. Some-
thing about Jesus had moved him to want to seek him out and con-
nect with him. He was a man with many questions. With all that
blocked him in his quest, he used his enthusiasm and inquisitiveness
to go out of his way to see the object of his searching, his question-
ing.

The story in Luke has a second type of person. The crowd are
portrayed as being an obstacle for the seeker, for Zacchaeus. More
importantly, Luke describes how they grumbled because Zacchaeus
was regarded as a sinner. The presumption might be that he was
different from them since they had it all together. Unlike Zacchaeus,
they had no question only certainty. As far as they were concerned,
they did not need to change in any way. And in their minds that sinner
simply could not change. Thus, for Jesus to go to the house of this
sinner was just wrong.

So what? Zacchaeus went out of his way, in his quest to answer
the questions he had about Jesus. In response, Jesus invited him to
come closer. In fact, he came directly to the man and entered his

house to dine with him — for
Zacchaeus had questions. He was
seeking. Jesus did not go to the crowd.
He left them grumbling — for the
crowd had not questions.  They were
not searching for a change of heart, because they saw no need for it.

This is a story of a conversion. Jesus in message and mission
invites those who would follow, those who would be disciples to
have a change of heart. In order to experience such a change, we
have to recognize that things are not yet right with us, we need to
change. Conversion is that process by which we turn our lives around,
to become someone new. As in the story of Zacchaeus, such a con-
version begins with questions and wondering about them.

This conversion, as a disciple of Jesus, is a life-long process. Our
life constantly takes us through new experiences, we will constantly
find ourselves wondering about how to understand. If we cannot
recognize that there are always questions, we will be like the crowd
— thinking we have it all together and have no need to be touched by
Jesus’ ongoing invitation.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Synod reports show enthusiasm for mission, but also identify obstacles
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Catholics around the globe long to share the
Gospel with a world in need, but they see situations and tensions
within the church that challenge their ability to do so, said one of the
drafters of the document for the continental phase of the Synod of
Bishops.

The reports sent to the Vatican from local and national listening
sessions show "a deep, deep hunger for a new confidence in the
church, a confidence in its ability to proclaim the Gospel to a world
so deeply in need," said Anna Rowlands, a professor of Catholic so-
cial thought and practice at Durham University in England.

Ms. Rowlands, who read many of the contributions to the synod
before helping draft the new document, told reporters at the Vatican
October 27 that the reports showed that confidence is challenged by
internal church problems, especially the clerical abuse scandal.

With "just as much" focus on mission, she said, the reports ask,
"What condition does the church have to be in in its own internal life
and relationships to be able to carry that message to the world? To
meet Christ in the world and bring Christ to the world in a Spirit-led
way?"

In talking about exclusion and clericalism and a lack of listening to
each other, "the reports are saying there are aspects of our own rela-
tionships, our capacity for genuine unity in diversity," that stand in the
way, Rowlands said. The reports acknowledge that it is difficult to

speak authoritatively to the world of reconciliation in Christ "if we
cannot ourselves be brothers and sisters, if we can't heal our own
divisions, our mutual suspicions, our lack of fundamental trust."

The synod document is titled Enlarge the Space of Your Tent, a
quotation of the Lord's command to the people of Israel in the Book
of Isaiah.

"Enlarging the tent requires welcoming others into it, making room
for their diversity," the document said. But echoing the submissions
to the synod's Vatican office, the document listed people and groups
who often feel excluded or are seen to be excluded: women, young
people, people with disabilities, the poor, those who are divorced and
civilly remarried, single parents, those in polygamous marriages and
members of the LGBTQ communities.

Asked if there were limits to who could be let into the church's tent
and about Catholics who do not want the tent enlarged, Cardinal Jean-
Claude Hollerich of Luxembourg, relator general of the synod, re-
sponded, "There will be groups sitting in the tent who are not very
happy that some people are in one corner."

"But who is invited to the tent? All the people created and loved by
God. All the people," he said. "Our behaviour perhaps is sometimes a
bit more fragmented, and our love is not as big as the love of God, so
therefore we create segregations, even inside the tent."

Everyone naturally likes some people more than others, but in the
church all are called to look at each person as "someone loved by
God, called into being by God. Christ died for this person on the

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Workaholism and greed
There’s only one addiction for which we are praised — overworking.

With every other addiction, concerned others are looking to put you
into a clinic or into a recovery program, but if your addiction is work,
generally it’s seen as virtue. I know of what I speak. I’m a “recover-
ing workaholic”, and not exactly in full sobriety at the moment. How-
ever, I recognize the disease. Here are its symptoms: we are forever
short of time with too many things to do. Our days are too short.

In his autobiography, movie critic Roger Ebert, writes, “I have
filled my life so completely that many days there is no time to think
about the fact that I am living it.” Many of us know the feeling. Why
do we do this to ourselves?

The answer may surprise us. When our lives are so pressured that
we never have time to savour the fact that we are alive and living it,
when we are always short of time with too many things to do, we are
suffering from greed, one of the classical deadly sins.

We have a simplistic notion of greed. When we think of a greedy
person, we imagine someone who is stingy, selfish, rich in money
and material things, hoarding those riches for himself. Few of us fit
that category. Greed, in us, has infinitely subtler forms. What most of
us who are generous, unselfish, and not rich in money or property
suffer from is greed for experience, greed for life itself, and (if this
doesn’t sound too heretical) greed even in our generosity. We are
greedy to do more (even good things) in our lives than time allows.

Where do we see this? We see it in ourselves whenever there is
never enough time to do what we (seemingly) need to do. There is
always pressure that we should be doing more. When we think that
somehow God made a mistake with time and didn’t allot us enough
of it, we are suffering from greed. Henri Nouwen once described it
this way: “Our lives often seem like over packed suitcases bursting at

the seams. In fact, we are almost always
aware of being behind schedule. There is
a nagging sense that there are unfinished
tasks, unfulfilled promises, unrealized pro-
posals. There is always something else we
should have remembered, done, or said. There are always people we
did not speak to, write to, or visit.”

But … God didn’t make a mistake in giving us time. God gave us
enough time to do what is asked of us, even in generosity and self-
lessness. The issue is on our side and the problem is greed. We want
to do more in life than life itself allows.

Moreover, in most cases, this is easy to rationalize. If we are burn-
ing out while serving others, we can easily look at our over-exten-
sion, tiredness, and our haunting sense that we are not doing enough
and see it as virtue, as a form of martyrdom, as selflessness, as giving
our lives away for others. Partly this is true, there are times when
love, circumstance, or a particular season in our lives can demand
that we hand it all over to the point of radical self-abnegation; even
Jesus was overwhelmed at times and tried to sneak away for some
solitude. However, that is not always the case. What a mother needs
to do for an infant or a young needy child is quite different from what
she needs to do when that child is grown and is an adult. What is
virtue in one situation can become greed in another situation.

Being too busy generally begins as a virtue, and then often turns
into vice — subtle greed. What was once necessary to serve others
now begins more to serve our own self-image and reputation. As
well, it functions as a convenient escape. When we are consumed
with doing work for others, we don’t have to face our own inner
demons nor the demons that need to be faced in our marriages, voca-
tions, and relationships. We are simply too busy; but this is an addic-
tion, the same as all other addictions, except that this particular addic-
tion is seen as a virtue for which we are praised.

This is one reason why God gave us the Sabbath, ordering us to
stop working one day each week. Sadly, we are losing the very no-
tion of Sabbath. We have turned a commandment into a light lifestyle
suggestion. This can be a good thing to do, if you can manage it!
However, as Wayne Mueller writes in his very challenging book on
the Sabbath: “If we forget to rest, we will work too hard and forget
our more tender mercies, forget those we love, forget our children
and our natural wonder. … So God gave us the commandment to
observe then Sabbath – ‘Remember to rest.’ This is not a lifestyle
suggestion, but a commandment, as important as not stealing, nor
murdering, not lying.”

Overwork is not a virtue.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 4)
cross, so if I am not capable of giving space to this person in the tent,
I have a problem with God."

Asked about the document drafters pushing or prioritizing certain
themes, such as the call for women to have a greater role in church
leadership, to continue studying the possibility of women deacons
and the mention of some reports that even called for the ordination of
women priests, Cardinal Mario Grech, synod secretary-general, in-
sisted the document only reflects what the reports sent in said.

"No decisions have been made" on any issue, he said. "We are not
pushing any agenda. This has been said from the beginning. Our
responsibility was to present and to give back to the people of God
that which was entrusted to us. There is no agenda."

Ms. Rowlands added that in drafting the document, if an issue
came up "over and over" in the national syntheses, "we had to hon-
our" and include it in the document.

The question of women's role in the church and society and their
experiences in both "were brought up across the reports; it is an
astonishing, common theme," she said. But it is also important to note
how they spoke about the issue; "this is rooted in people's sense of
the common dignity that comes from their baptism."

The discussion was not about women's rights, but about "the living
out of a common baptismal vocation in the church in such a way that
the charisms of the Spirit, the gifts and capacities and skills of all the
baptized, are able to be honoured and nurtured and flourish," Ms.
Rowlands said.§

Enthusiasm for mission
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Sadness can serve as 'alarm bell' for life, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Feelings of desolation and sadness are not signs
of trials that may discourage Christians, they can be indispensable
signs that point to dangers along the path toward happiness, Pope
Francis said.

Although many consider sadness "an ill to avoid at all costs," Chris-
tians should see it as "an indispensable alarm bell for life, inviting us to
explore richer and more fertile landscapes that transience and escap-
ism do not permit," the pope said October 26 during his weekly gen-
eral audience.

Sadness "is indispensable for our health," he said. "It protects us
from harming ourselves and others. It would be far more serious and

dangerous if we did not feel this."
The pope continued his series of audience talks on spiritual dis-

cernment, reflecting on desolation and the role it plays in Christian
life.

Recalling the words of St. Ignatius of Loyola, Pope Francis defined
desolation as the "darkness of the soul" and the "unquiet of different
agitations and temptations" that lead one to becoming "lazy, tepid,
sad, as if separated from his or her creator and Lord."

"No one wants to be desolate, sad," he said. "We would all like a life
that is always joyful, cheerful and fulfilled. Yet this, besides not being
possible, would not be good for us either. Indeed, the change from a
life oriented toward vice can start from a situation of sadness, of
remorse for what one has done."

"Sometimes sadness is a traffic light: 'Stop. Stop. It's red. Stop,'"
the pope said.

However, for men and women who seek to do good, desolation
also can be an obstacle "with which the tempter (the devil) tries to
discourage us" and can lead to abandoning "work, study, prayer" or
other commitments.

"Unfortunately, some people decide to abandon the life of prayer, or
the choice they have made — marriage or religious life — driven by
desolation, without first pausing to consider this state of mind, and
especially without the help of a guide," he said.

But a "wise rule" of discernment, he said, is "do not make changes
where you are in desolation," but wait until the acute sadness has
passed.

While moments of sadness are "an experience common to spiritual
life," the pope said the path of goodness "is narrow and uphill" and
encouraged Christians, especially those who "want to serve the Lord,
not to be led astray by desolation."

"If we know how to traverse loneliness and desolation with open-
ness and awareness, we can emerge strengthened in human and spir-
itual terms," Pope Francis said. "No trial is beyond our reach." §

Pope: Seeing God at work in small
things helps one recognize God's call
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Reviewing one's life is an essential step in dis-
cerning God's call because it helps one see places where God was at
work, even in small things, and also helps one recognize "toxic"
thoughts of self-doubt, Pope Francis said.

A daily review of one's actions and feelings is not mainly about
acknowledging one's sins — "we sin a lot, don't we," the pope said.
Instead, regularly reviewing the day educates one's perspective and
helps one recognize "the small miracles that the good God works for
us every day."

At his weekly general audience October 19 in St. Peter's Square,
Pope Francis continued his series of audience talks explaining the key
steps in spiritual discernment, focusing on how a daily practice of
review and introspection trains
a person how to look at the big-
ger picture of his or her life in
order to discern God's call.

Learning to see that God was
at work even in small things,
"we notice other possible direc-
tions" that can be taken and that
"strengthen our inner enthusi-
asm, peace and creativity," the
pope said. "Above all, it makes
us freer from toxic stereotypes,"
such as thinking, "I am worth-
less" or "I will never achieve
anything worthwhile."

Pope Francis said he once
knew a person who others de-
scribed as being worthy of re-
ceiving "the Nobel Prize for
Negativity," but finally he en-
countered someone who forced
him to say something positive
about himself every time he
voiced a self-criticism. "Little by

(continued on page 7)
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Pro-lifers fight back against MAiD for babies
By SUSAN KORAH
Catholic Register Special

Nearly 200 doctors, nurses and health care workers have signed a
letter to the Commons committee studying MAiD warning against a
Quebec physicians’ plan to euthanize newborns.

 “Nobody deserves to have
a question mark over their
life because the society in
which they live have
deemed their lives optional
from the outset,” says the
Canadian Physicians for
Life [CPL] missive mailed
to the committee. “This is
unacceptable in the free
and inclusive society we
seek to promote.”
 Nicole Scheidl, executive
director of CPL, said the
Quebec proposal further
violates the spirit of even
the Supreme Court of

Canada Carter decision that opened the door to legalization of
medically administered death in 2016.

“The direction of the Supreme Court in Carter was that we
would get ‘a carefully-designed system imposing stringent limits
that are scrupulously monitored and enforced.’ Our current sys-
tem has almost no limits, is loosely monitored and has a lax en-
forcement mechanism in place,” Ms. Scheidl told The Catholic
Register.

Marginalized and vulner-
able Canadians are already
“seriously at risk” because
of expansions of MAiD
availability, and that would
be made even worse if
Ottawa were to follow the
recommendation of the
Quebec College of Physi-
cians and allow lethal
doses of poison to be ad-
ministered to newborns
deemed unfit for life, she
added.
 The proposal, originally
made by the governing

body almost a year ago, was recently given new life by Dr. Louis
Roy. Dr. Roy told the House of Commons’ Special Joint Commit-
tee on Medical Assistance in Dying that the Quebec physicians’
college believes MAiD can be appropriate for infants up to age
one who are born with “severe malformations and grave syn-
dromes for which their prospective of survival is null, so to speak.”

 Alex Schadenberg, executive director of the Euthanasia Pre-
vention Coalition [EPC], cast serious doubt on Dr. Roy’s reassur-
ance to the Commons committee that such instances of euthanizing
newborns would be few and far between.

“Dr. Roy suggested that this should only be allowed in rare cir-

cumstances, such as a newborn unlikely to survive, but infant
euthanasia opens the door to a new justification for killing since
the baby lacks competence and the ability to autonomously choose
to be killed,” said Mr. Schadenberg. “Infant euthanasia is a form
of eugenics whereby protocols will determine which lives are worth
living.”

The EPC leader said that, if accepted, this latest expansion of
MAiD laws would set Canada on the same slippery slope as the
controversial Groningen Protocol, under which lethal injections
have been given to disabled babies in The Netherlands.

“If infant euthanasia is approved, it may lead to the approval of
euthanasia for people with dementia who never requested or indi-
cated an interest in euthanasia, since infant euthanasia creates the
precedent that someone else, such as a power of attorney, can
request that a person be killed,” Mr. Schadenberg said.

At present, Canada’s laws permit MAiD with the consent of the
dying person. EPC opposes all forms of euthanasia and assisted
suicide. It is clear that expanding killing to babies negates the “safe-
guard” that only people who can capably request to die can be
approved for death.”

Mr. Schadenberg quoted Krista Carr of Inclusion Canada, a federa-
tion of 13 provincial and territorial member organizations and over
300 local associations working to advance the full inclusion and hu-
man rights of people with intellectual disabilities, and their families.

“An infant cannot consent to their own death,” Ms. Carr has said.
“This isn’t MAiD, it’s murder. And providing MAiD to a person who
cannot consent is a standard that is wildly dangerous for all persons
with intellectual disabilities in Canada.”

Mr. Schadenberg added that not only is this proposed amendment
to existing laws dangerous, it’s totally unnecessary.

“Why would you then have to give the child a lethal dose? If the
child is not going to survive, the child can be kept comfortable and die
naturally. There’s no reason for us to kill the child.”

He said the EPC has asked to make a submission to the Commons
committee but so far hasn’t received an invitation to testify.

Arguments from MAiD opposing groups about risks facing the
marginalized is borne out by a story, reported in City News, of a 54-
year-old St. Catharines man, Amir Farsoud, who has applied for MAiD
as an alternative, should he become homeless. Mr. Farsoud suffers
from excruciating back pain and is at risk of becoming homeless.§

(continued from page 6)
little, it helped him to move forward, to read his own life well, both
the bad things and the good things."

"We need to read our lives," the pope said, and "see the things that
are not good but also the good things that God sows in us."

So many things that happen in one's life seem unimportant at first,
the pope said, but when put together and examined for how they
bring one peace and joy, or sadness and agitation, they turn out to be
important clues about the direction God is calling one to follow.

"Stopping and acknowledging this is essential to discernment," he
said, because discernment involves "gathering those precious and hid-
den pearls that the Lord has scattered in our soil."

Discernment, Pope Francis said, "is the narrative reading of the
consolations and desolations we experience in the course of our lives.
It is the heart that speaks to us about God, and we must learn to
understand its language." §

Nicole Scheidl
(Physicians for Life photo)

Alex Schadenberg
(Catholic Register photo)

 Seeing God at work in small things
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Torbay, NL, Catholics attempt to save parish church
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

TORBAY, NL — Parishioners of Holy
Trinity Parish in Torbay, N.L., are teaming
with the Archdiocese of St. John’s
Archdiocesan Renewal Corporation (ARC)
to raise $450,000 to secure ownership of
their house of worship.

The church was one of the properties put
up for sale as the archdiocese was forced
to restructure following the Newfoundland
Court of Appeals’ 2020 decision that found
the archdiocese vicariously liable for the
atrocities committed at the Mount Cashel
Orphanage in St. John’s — operated by the
Christian Brothers of Ireland — in the
1940s, ’50s and ’60s. The court ordered
the archdiocese cover the settlement to the
survivors after the Christian Brothers went
bankrupt. Selling a number of church prop-
erties became necessary to produce the fi-
nancial compensation.

The $450,000 figure was decided upon
following negotiations with Ernst & Young,
the firm overseeing the ongoing restruc-
turing of the St. John’s archdiocese.

Holy Trinity congregants are charged
with the task of raising 50 per cent of the
cost — $225,000 — by November 30, the
closing date of purchase. The ARC would
then supply the remaining half of the bid.

Tony Pollard, a Holy Trinity parishioner
since 1989, told The Catholic Register that
the fundraising process is off to a solid start
with “just over $100,000” in pledges made
by Oct. 17. Two weeks prior, the campaign
had $45,000 committed.

“We have done a letter-writing campaign
to the general populace,” said Mr. Pollard,
who is also a representative on the Torbay
town council. “We have had individuals and
businesses pledge money. We are still at the
initial stages.”

More fundraising initiatives are expected
to be announced soon.

During stage one of the bidding process,
Holy Trinity parishioners failed to submit a
bid by the June 2 deadline.

“There was always desire to save the par-
ish, but no one really stepped up in the first
round of the tender process,” said Mr. Pol-
lard. “We were kind of behind the eight-
ball on that. And when no one stepped for-
ward through the tender process to buy the
church, we saw the urgency to get involved.

“We then reached out to the real estate
agent to tell them we were interested and

to find out what we would need to do. So,
then we struck up a committee to move
forward. We then began discussions with
the archdiocese, and they indicated they had
some donors who may be able to support
us in the interim and back us until the
church is paid off.”

An agreement was struck between the

steering committee and the ARC that the
former will pay back the $225,000 con-
tributed by the latter. Church ownership will
then transfer to a corporation being estab-
lished by the parish community.

Mr. Pollard offered a couple reasons why
the save the parish effort was slow to mo-
bilize.

“I think there is a lot of — the archdio-
cese uses the word hurt — animosity, or
anger really against the Church and how
things happened. Churches were essentially
bought and built by parishioner contribu-
tion dollars, and they should have been shel-
tered away from the actual settlement. Not
that anybody didn’t want to see the vic-
tims be compensated, just that they thought
the Vatican should kick in and that the (arch-
diocese) shouldn’t sell what the individual
parishioners put into the church,” he said.

“And there was really little direction in
terms of how to go about doing this, so it
was up to the parishioners’ hands. ‘You’re
on your own. You go out and form a com-
mittee to save your church.’ There wasn’t
a lot of overall guidance at the beginning.”

Mr. Pollard cites the newness of the Holy

Trinity structure — the current building
was consecrated in 1992 — compared to
older churches in the region, and the larger
populace of Torbay (7,852 according to
2021 town census data) as two reasons
why the archdiocese, contending with a
perennial shortage of priests, was keen to
keep this parish operating.

Holy Trinity has been welcoming parish-
ioners from St. Agnes and St. Michael’s
Parishes from the municipalities of Pouch
Cove and Flatrock, respectively, as both
churches closed earlier during the restruc-
turing. Father Paul Lundrigan, the pastor
for Holy Trinity, also served St. Agnes and
St. Michael’s while both were in operation.

Parishioners from Holy Rosary Parish in
Portugal Cove-St. Philips, a community lo-
cated roughly 20 minutes away, are also
being encouraged to join Holy Trinity after
their church closed on October 16.§

TORBAY, NL — Parishioners at Holy Trinity Parish in Torbay, N.L., are stepping up to
save their church. (Photo from Twitter)
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By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

REGINA — Dr. Katherine Owens’ long career as a psychologist
has afforded her opportunities to go abroad and provide post-disaster
psychological support, serving among those affected by devastating
earthquakes in Haiti and Somalia.

The latest journey has taken Dr. Owens — a graduate of Regina’s
Campion College — to Ukraine, when not long after the Russian
military invasion was launched on February 24, Owens felt an urge to
trek overseas and provide on-the-ground assistance to the best of her
ability.

The adult clinical and adult neuropsychology expert, who estab-
lished an assessment-focused private practice in Regina called The
Owens Group, was part of the third deployment of the Canadian
Medical Assistance Teams (CMAT) that travelled to Ukraine in
April.
Owens shared her experiences on the ground in Ukraine in the Fall
2022 edition of Brag Magazine, a journal spotlighting the profes-
sional accomplishments of Campion College alumnus.

Touched by sojourn to Ukraine
A bachelor of arts honours recipient from the Jesuit-run Campion

College in 1998, complementing her masters and doctorate de-
grees in clinical psychology from the University of Regina, Dr.
Owens wrote an anecdote about a special encounter that will stand
out as an enduring memory of her Ukrainian sojourn.

“One (moment) that was particularly memorable was talking
with an absolutely lovely older lady. It turned out that she had
been a psychologist herself before she retired — we had many
things to discuss. At the end of our time together she carefully
took off her lovely old fur coat and handmade sweater to show
me that she had a red shirt like mine and insisted upon hugs and
photos together.”

Owens’ team was made up of herself, another clinical psycholo-
gist, a physician, three nurses and a logistics specialist. Each day,
the team crossed into the invaded nation state from its home base
in Chlem, Poland, and provided support to Ukrainians travelling to
the border to seek refuge. She would either be assigned to provide
psychological support to any person who ventured to the shipping
container clinic the CMAT team established right on the Polish-
Ukrainian border, or she would be part of a grouping that would
travel into nearby small cities to host clinics in schools and other
buildings housing displaced citizens. Every day demanded between
three to five hours of travel.

“There was sort of two sides of the coin,” recalled Dr. Owens.
“On one hand, there were people trying to cope with what would
be an everyday stressor for folks around the world such as having
more kids than money and other problems like that.

“And on the other end of the extreme, you had people coming
out of the worst of the war zone, or had been in a bomb shelter
for a month and some. There were stories where people who had
just about run out of food in those bomb shelters were feeding
their kids flour mixed with the last bit of water from the batter-
ies.”

Dr. Owens empathetically listened to the stories, discussed with
her patients about the normalcy of experiencing severe anxiety in
such situations and she provided advice on how to manage anxiety
and trauma.

The people she counseled picked her brain about the mental chal-
lenges that can appear in this situation such as depression, schizo-
phrenia, PTSD [post traumatic stress disorder] and brain injury.

The former Campion student, recognized with an Alumni of Dis-
tinction award in 2016, wrote, “I am very sure I gained as much as I
gave on this trip.”

Dr. Owens told The Catholic Register that in spite of the tragic
situation enveloping the country, many people she encountered of-
fered smiles, laughs, handshakes, hugs, well wishes, and sometimes
a chocolate bar or a homemade craft as a token of appreciation that
Canada is behind Ukrainians at this time.

“There is no doubt at all that they really, really appreciated that,
even though we all felt we weren’t really doing enough.”

One thing that struck her was that the landscape of Ukraine was so
familiar to her native province.

“Ukraine looks very much like Saskatchewan,” said Dr. Owens.
“If you plopped me down on a rural road in Saskatchewan or Ukraine,
I wouldn’t have been able to tell you which was which. I thought that
was really interesting, unique and important. It reminded me that things
like this really could happen anywhere. Trouble can befall anyone.
Wouldn’t we all want someone from the rest of the world to help?”§

UKRAINE — Dr. Katherine Owens (left) with a retired psychologist
in the Ukraine. (Dr. Katherine Owens photo)
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Pope: Parishes are essential places for growing in faith, community
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The COVID-19 pandemic has weakened many
parishes, but that community "in the midst of homes, in the midst of
people," is still an essential place for nourishing and sharing faith,
Pope Francis told Italian young adults.

The parish is "the normal environment where we learned to hear
the Gospel, to know the Lord Jesus, to serve with gratuitousness, to
pray in community, to share projects and initiatives, to feel part of
God's holy people," the pope told leaders of the young adult section of
Italian Catholic Action, a parish-based program of faith building and
social outreach.

Meeting thousands of young adults October 29, Pope Francis said
he knows that in most cities and towns the parish church is not the
center of religious and social life like it was when he was growing up,
but "for our journey of faith and growth, the parish experience was
and is important, irreplaceable."

With its mix of members, the pope said, the parish is the place to
experience how "in the church we are all brothers and sisters through
baptism; that we are all protagonists and responsible; that we have
different gifts that are all for the good of the community; that life is
vocation, following Jesus; and that faith is a gift to be given, a gift to
witness."

Part of that witness, he said, is to show concretely how faith leads

(continued from page 3)
desperate, under-developed countries.

“She also felt that she had this mission in the West,” he said in the
documentary. “She knew that there were individuals that were left on
the street, unloved, uncared for, rejected by society, lonely. And she
felt that that was the biggest disease of the West.”

Calcutta Archbishop Thomas D’Souza reminds the audience of St.
Teresa’s particular kind of holiness.

“Her holiness did not keep her away from people. Rather, it brought
her to the midst of people,” he said.

The film’s title is borrowed from Malcolm Muggeridge’s 1971 book
about Mother Teresa — the book that made her a global celebrity and
a living saint. But the documentary doesn’t avoid the difficult ques-
tions that arose when Mother Teresa’s private writings came to light
after her death. Letters Mother Teresa wrote to Jesus as a spiritual
exercise speak of a darkness, an inability to feel and know the pres-
ence of God — a darkness that lasted 50 years.

“I call. I cling. I want and there is no one to answer…” St. Teresa
writes.

But her own spiritual struggles were never the point. She and the
religious order she founded are there to respond to the darkness in
other people’s lives.§

Missionaries of Charity

to charity and a desire for justice.
In the neighbourhood, town and region, "our motto is not 'I don't

care,' but 'I care!'" the pope said.
The "disease of not caring" can be "more dangerous than a cancer,"

he told the young people. "Human misery is not a fate that befalls
some unfortunate people, but almost always the result of injustices
that must be eradicated."

Pope Francis urged the young people not to be frustrated or put off
by the fact that in their parishes "the community dimension is a bit
weak," something "which has been aggravated by the pandemic."

Learning to see each other as brothers and sisters, he said, does not
begin with some parish meeting or activity, but with each person
through prayer and, especially, through the Eucharist celebrated and
shared in the parish.

"Fraternity in the church is founded on Christ, on his presence in
us and among us," the pope said. "Thanks to him we welcome each
other, bear with each other — Christian love is built on bearing with
each other — and forgive each other."§

St. Francis inspires church to
mirror his faith in Christ, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — St. Francis of Assisi is known for loving and
celebrating creation and for being a man of peace and poverty, Pope
Francis said.

"When I chose to call myself Francis, I knew I was referring to a saint
who is very popular, but also very misunderstood," he told members of
the Coordinating Committee for the Franciscan Eighth Centenary.

Very often people do not understand the "root" and "source" of
everything the saint loved and did, which was Jesus Christ, the pope
said. St. Francis "is one in love with Jesus Christ and, who in order to
follow him, is not afraid to make a fool of himself but goes forward.
The source of his whole experience is faith."

Pope Francis spoke about the saint October 31 during an audience
at the Vatican with members of the committee in charge of coordinat-
ing the preparation and celebration of a series of anniversaries of
important events in the final years of St. Francis' life.

The events commemorate the 800th anniversaries of: the Rule of
St. Francis and Christmas at Greccio (2023); the stigmata (2024);
the "Canticle of the Creatures" (2025); and "the Easter of Francis"
(2026), according to a press release from the ministers general of the
different men's orders within the "Franciscan Family."

Pope Francis told the committee members that people today can
discover more about St. Francis by "finding in his evangelical life the
way to follow in Jesus' footsteps. Concretely, this means listening,
walking and proclaiming to the peripheries."

St. Francis listened to the voice of Jesus say, "go and repair my
(continued on page 11)
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Adriana Bara appeals for help for world’s crisis spots
By SUSAN KORAH
Catholic Register Special

OTTAWA — Scholar, professor of theology, promoter of
ecumenism, Dr. Adriana Bara has worn many hats. But as the newly
appointed National Director of CNEWA (Catholic Near East Welfare As-
sociation), she is convinced she has taken one more step on the path that
she has always wanted to follow — to work for the Kingdom of God and
to put the Gospel message of compassionate love into action.

Her new role has plunged Dr. Bara into a pressure cooker world of
multiple humanitarian crises as she directs CNEWA Canada’s relief
efforts in Ukraine and other geopolitical hotspots.

Dr. Bara, however, has a clear idea of her own personal mission.
She quotes the Gospel of Matthew as she reflects on her new role.

“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you took me
into your home, I needed clothes and you gave me something to
wear. I was sick and you took care of me… whatever you did for one
of these least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25: 31-46).

Need has always been great in the areas of the world that CNEWA
serves — the Middle East, northeast Africa (including Ethiopia), India
and Eastern Europe where war, displacement and poverty leave a
devastating impact on human lives.

“But we have emergency projects in places like Ukraine, Ethiopia
and Lebanon,” said Dr. Bara, adding that the war in Ukraine has had a
domino effect on the economies of several countries, driving food
prices up and increasing the number of people in extreme poverty.

Anna Dombrovksa, Dr. Bara’s colleague as the Ottawa-based
Projects Officer for Ukraine, confirmed the need for emergency re-
lief in Ukraine.

“Winter is coming soon and Russia is shifting its strategy in the war
against Ukraine,” she said, joining the conversation at Bara’s request.
“They are trying to eliminate the energy infrastructure in Ukraine and
destroy power plants with unprecedented shelling, leaving homes,
churches and hospitals without power for light and heating.”

Constantly in touch with people on the ground, Ms. Dombrovska
spoke recently to Father Vitaliy Herasymiv of the Kiev Archeparchy
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. He told her there is an urgent
need to reinforce the basements of churches, which are being used
as bomb shelters.

An October 20 pastoral letter from the Ukrainian Catholic bishops
of Canada reinforced Ms. Dombrovska’s point and appealed to Cana-
dians for urgent action.

“The war in Ukraine rages on with no end in sight, claiming the
lives of thousands of innocent children, men and women, with mil-
lions more on the move as refugees in search of safety, food, shelter,
clothing and medicine, in addition to the destruction of countless
homes, schools, hospitals and businesses,” said the letter. “As winter
approaches, hundreds of thousands of people will have no heat in
their homes, with energy being used as a weapon of punishment. Yet,
today, as winter approaches, the people of Ukraine need your support
more than ever.”

The bishops appealed to Canadians to donate to Ukraine through
their local parishes, or through charities such as CNEWA Canada, Aid
to the Church in Need and Development and Peace-Caritas Canada.

Now as the war drags on into another winter, and the world media
is no longer focusing intensely on Ukraine, CNEWA needs to maintain
the momentum and step up to help Ukrainians as they fight for their

very survival, Dr. Bara said.
But Ukraine is not the only

country with a population in
dire straits.

Dr. Bara and her col-
leagues held marathon
Zoom meetings from Octo-
ber 11-19 where representa-
tives of various countries
presented their needs and
project proposals.

While the need in so many
countries is undeniably enor-
mous, Dr. Bara said she is
heartened by the generosity
of Canadians who have opened their hearts and wallets to help Ukrain-
ians and others in need.

In Ukraine, for example, CNEWA has so far distributed more than
$5.5 million in emergency aid. Since the start of the campaign when
Russia invaded Ukraine in February, Canadian contributions have helped
to fund aid convoys, shelters for the displaced, care for people with
special needs and basic food and hygiene supplies for families.

Another country with special emergency needs at this time is Ethiopia
where CNEWA works with local partners to relieve the suffering of
starving millions caught in the crossfire of a war between the federal
government and the Tigray Peoples’ Liberation Army.

Born in Romania, Dr. Bara holds a PhD in Theology from the Uni-
versity of Montreal. She taught at Concordia University for four years
beginning in 2009. From 2013, until her appointment as CNEWA’s
National Director, she was director of the Canadian Centre for
Ecumenism in Montreal.

Despite the challenges she faces, Dr. Bara is excited to be in her
new role and sees it as an opportunity to make a positive difference.

“I am particularly sensitive to the needs of vulnerable children and
hope to make an impact in this area,” she said. “I dedicate myself 100
per cent to CNEWA’s mission in my heart.”§

Dr. Adriana Bara
(Catholic Reigster photo)

(cotninued from page 10)
house," and the young Francis responded "promptly and generously"
by "putting himself at the service of the church, loving it and working
so that the face of Christ might be reflected more and more in it," the
pope said.

St. Francis "never stood still, walking through countless towns and
villages in Italy, never failing to be close to the people," he said. The
Christian community today must have the same ability to "'go out to
meet,' rather than to 'wait in the wings'" and "retreat into itself."

Proclaiming the Gospel to the peripheries is a way to bring the faith
needed to "breathe" the Holy Spirit back into "a closed and individual-
istic world," the pope said.

"With this additional breath, huge current challenges, such as peace,
care for the common home and a new model of development, can be
met without buckling under facts that seem insurmountable," he said.

The pope said he hoped the "spiritual and cultural journey" of their
centennial events can be combined with the Holy Year of 2025 "in the
conviction that St. Francis of Assisi still urges the church to live out
her fidelity to Christ and her mission today."§

St. Francis inspires church
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The Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — During the month of November, Pope Francis
is asking people to pray for children who are suffering because of
poverty, war and exploitation.

"Let us pray for children who are suffering, especially for those
who are homeless, orphans and victims of war. May they be guaran-
teed access to education, and may they have the opportunity to expe-
rience family affection," the pope said in a video released October 31.

In the video message released by the Pope's Worldwide Prayer
Network, the pope explained his November prayer intention: "For
children who suffer."

"An abandoned child is our fault," the pope said in the message.
"Each marginalized child, abandoned by his or her family, without

schooling, without health care, is a cry! A cry that rises up to God and
shames the system that we adults have built," he insisted.

Pope Francis noted that there are millions of boys and girls around
the world living "in conditions very similar to slavery."

Yet, they are human beings with names and faces and an identity
that God gave them, he said. And they have a right to an education
and "to feel the love of a family so they know that God does not
forget them."§

Pope's November prayer intention:
'For children who suffer'

MIRAMICHI — Walter O’Toole of the Fr. Egan Council Knights
of Columbus (#8381) fires up a second grill, as the Council
hosted a very well-attended breakfast on October 30, in support
of community member Bobby Doyle. As always, it afforded
members of the community with a hot meal of bacon and eggs,
a welcoming environment, and some lively conversation. 
Around 400 breakfasts were served, and many volunteers from
the family, and the community, pitched in to support cooking,
cleaning, and in serving the meals. The next breakfast will take
place November 27 at the Friendly Neighbours Senior Citizens
Centre in Nelson. ( Michelle Conroy photo)

  Saint John Christmas Exchange
The Saint John Christmas Exchange

is a non-profit agency, coordinating with
churches/agencies in the Saint John area.
Our goal is to provide food for Christ-
mas dinner to those in need.

Our office opens Monday, Novem-
ber14, 2022 and the last day for regis-
tration is Wednesday, December 9,
2022 .We are asking individu-
als/ families, to register early.
Please contact the church to see
when their registrations start.
You can register for Christmas
Exchange  at only one place.
Duplication of registrations will
result in delays.

Churches require current
Government  ID , for each household member. The Ex-
change checks all those registered for duplication.

The church/ agency where you register provides for you,
and will advise when you can pick up your Gift Card or
Basket. The Christmas Exchange Organization does  not
give  Gift Cards to individuals.

The Christmas Exchange does not take registrations.

Beth Roy
president, Saint John Community Christmas Exchange


