
 

 

Top 10 Christmas Ideas 

 
  

For Families and 
Intergenerational Services 



 

 

 
 

1. Draw a prayer  2 
 

  

 

1. Draw a prayer.................................... 4 

2. Pass the parcel .................................. 5 

3. Halve it .............................................. 6 

4. Finger grab game .............................. 7 

5. Christmas around the world ............. 8 

     Stories from Around the World ......... 9 

6. Give a gift hamper ........................... 12 

7. Big story of the Bible ....................... 13 

8. Birthday party ................................. 14 

9. Christmas story videos .................... 15 

10. Pair and share ............................... 16 

     Appendix - Extra Material ............... 17 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

1. Draw a prayer  3 
 

Introduction 

 

Christmas is a wonderful 

time of the year. There are 

also many traditions in this 

celebration. It can be hard to 

find new things to do together. Dramatic readings, 

carol performances and dress-ups can seem 

repetitive and may lose meaning.  

How can we celebrate Christmas together as a 

community so that children and families are 

awakened to a clearer picture of who Jesus is and 

what he came to do?  

These top 10 Christmas Service ideas can help you 

find some engaging and fun ways to involve everyone 

in the celebration of Christmas.  

They are flexible and will appeal to all generations.  
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1. Draw a prayer 

Draw a prayer - Each person - young and old - draw a 

prayer for this Christmas season. It could be a prayer 

for their family, their community, or the whole world. 

Help them think through what they will draw - is it a 

need? A hope? A grief or loss? A mending? A thank 

you? A Wow-to-God, praise?   

These are all parts of prayer we can find in the 

Psalms. Bring all the drawings together as people 

finish, put them up on a wall to make a big 

collaborative prayer mural.  

Invite an elder of your community to bring all these 

prayers together. Option: they could pray with 1-2 

very young children who would also be happy to pray 

aloud for their church family and community. 

OR make a card – Each person could make or write a 

Christmas, birthday card for Jesus. Thanking Him for 

coming and rescuing the world. Decorate the whole 

building with cards and letters to Jesus. 
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2. Pass the parcel 

Prepare a parcel before the service. Each layer of 

wrapping paper will reveal a new symbol (see below).  

Pass the parcel through the congregation. When the 

music stops another layer of Christmas paper is 

unwrapped. As each layer is revealed a new 

Christmas symbol can initiate some talking points. 

Angel – before and during the birth of Jesus angels 

came to announce the good news. What would you 

do if you heard about Jesus from an angel? 

Star - When Jesus was born, God put a special sign in 

the sky, a star! Some wise men, called Magi, saw the 

star and followed it to Jesus. What would you do if 

you found out about Jesus with a star? 

Gift - the Magi who visited Jesus gave him special 

gifts – gold, frankincense and myrrh. They gave gifts 

because they knew Jesus was a gift, from God to 

everyone… the gift that would change the world. 

What would you give if you thought about Jesus as a 

gift from God? 

Candy Cane - We can use the candy cane to 

remember the Christmas story being all about Jesus, 

God’s gift. How will you respond to God’s gift of Jesus 

this year? (Make a ‘J’ with the cane) 

See page 18 for a longer version of this and the Bible 

references for each.  
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3. Halve it  

Challenge – ‘What is Christmas all about?’ 

Tell someone next to you what Christmas is all about 

in 60 seconds. Now swap roles but you only have 30 

seconds to tell what Christmas is all about.  

● Swap again. You only have 15 seconds.  

● Swap roles again. You only have 5 seconds.  

Ask for a volunteer to tell their 5 second version. (It 

will probably only include this; ‘God’s son Jesus is 

given to rescue us- paraphrase of John 3:16) Draw 

out the message that all the peripheral stuff of 

Christmas falls away – presents, lights, Santa etc . 

Christmas is only and forever all about Jesus.  

 



 

 

 
 

4. Finger grab game  7 
 

 

4. Finger grab game  

Stand and face the person next to you. The leader 

counts 1,2,3 and 4 slowly.  

● On 1, each person puts their right hand in the 

air with their pointer finger up.  

● On 2, each person puts their left hand out in 

front of them with their palm up and open. 

● On 3, each person puts their right pointer finger 

pointing down over the left palm of the other 

person.  

● On 4, each person uses their left hand to try 

and grab the pointer finger of the other person.  

Play the game a few times then introduce these 

words as you play: 

 

1. God is good.. 

2. He loves me.. 

3. Jesus came to save me 

from... 

4. Sin!  

 Only grab the other person’s finger 

when you hear the word ‘sin’. 
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5. Christmas around the 
world 

 

Show photos or videos of people around the world 

celebrating Christmas differently. Talk about some of 

the unusual customs and how culture influences 

them.  

Make the point that although there are many 

different types of celebrations, foods and customs, 

what is common to all is that we are celebrating the 

birth of Jesus, God’s son. Billions of people around 

the world are celebrating Jesus!  

See next few pages for some ideas! 
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Stories from Around the 
World 

Oscar in Venezuela - A church has a Christmas 

service on roller skates. Kids travel through the 

streets on their skates to get there.  

Derrick in Zambia: “Christmas is such a special time 

of families coming together…You look out to dress in 

your best clothes imagining you are going to the 

palace meeting this special king at his highest 

invitation.” 

Alberto in Honduras: “It is a long-awaited date 

because it is when as families we meet to celebrate 

the birthday of our Saviour…the children are very 

excited. We eat Nacatamales and french toast. We 

sing Christmas songs. Different groups share the 

message of Jesus’ birth through songs and dramas 

with special groups (families living in garbage dumps 

or prisoners, villages where there is a huge need).” 

Another person said: “My children present an 

offering to the King and they share clothes or toys 

with someone who needs them. We share some 

chicken and fruits of the season.”  

  



 

 

 
 

Stories from Around the World  10 
 

 

 

Emmanuel in Liberia: “Christmas is celebrated by 

families cooking their best meal in the morning and 

exchanging food with their neighbours and other 

family members. Most people cook chicken which is 

considered a rich man’s meal and even the poorest 

of the poor cook chicken on Christmas Day.  Later in 

the afternoon, kids get dressed in their best clothes 

and go out visiting families and neighbours to ask for 

their Christmas.  They do this by saying “my 

Christmas is on you”, and you respond by giving the 

kids gifts or some money. 

Damaris in Puerto Rico: “Christmas Eve is our biggest 

festivities day. We prepare to receive Baby Jesus. We 

have a traditional Puerto Rican dinner with all the 

trimmings and desserts. We go Christmas carolling to 

neighbours and friends at night and we wake them 

up and eat and celebrate. Three Kings Day on January 

6 is huge. Kids put boxes of hay and water for the 

camels under their beds and in the morning, they 

receive gifts and there are more celebrations and 

eating.”  
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Luis in El Salvador: “With the children at church we 

do the ‘Christmas Spirit Challenge’. Each day of 

December the kids must do a good deed. Like, help 

the neighbour to wash his car, visit a nursing home, 

take out the garbage, share his or her lunch with 

others.” 

Penny in Australia: “In our family, we do a 

countdown to Christmas with a simple ornament for 

the tree and a reading each day from the Jesus 

Storybook Bible. The idea is to give an overview of 

the whole story of the Bible in the lead up to 25th 

December. I’ve created laminated paper circles with 

hand drawings to create the tree ornaments. You can 

search Google and Pinterest for Advent countdowns 

and a similar idea called ‘The Jesse Tree’ which has a 

symbol/ornament for each day of December starting 

with the ‘root of Jesse’ and the prophecy in Isaiah.” 
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6. Give a gift hamper 

Give a small gift hamper to each family in a brightly 

decorated bag. It could include these things: 

● A laminated ‘Christmas ChatMat’ (search on 

Max7) to use for conversations at the Christmas 

meal 

● A small treat to share as a family (Candy canes 

or sweets) 

● A decoration for their tree or house 

● A challenge e.g. ‘Who could you reach out to 

this Christmas who will be alone?’ 

Some Christmas hampers could be more practical 

with essential items for families in need in your 

community.  
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7. Big story of the Bible 

It is really helpful for everyone, especially kids, to see 

how the Christmas story fits into the bigger narrative 

of the Bible – from creation right through to the new 

creation that is coming. Where does Jesus fit? 

Watch this video featured on Max7.  

Search “Big Story of the Bible” on Max7.org. 

 

Use the PowerPoint to reinforce important 

connections in the story of Jesus as saviour of the 

world.  
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8. Birthday party 

One simple way for families to understand what 

Christmas is about is to remember that it is Jesus’ 

birthday.  

So plan a birthday party for Jesus. It could include: 

● A cake and candles 

● Singing happy birthday 

● 3 cheers 

● Party decorations 

● A speech 
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9. Christmas story videos 

There are a whole range of different Christmas 

videos on Max7 in all different styles. 

 

Go to www.max7.org/en/library/Christmas look at 

the video resources. 

● RU smarter than a fly? Christmas Pudding 

● King of Kings 

● The Christmas Story 

● Wise Men - what were they thinking? 

● Jesus - God made visible.  

AND many more great video resources! 

After the video  

Talk to the person next to you.  

●  ‘What was amazing about Jesus’ birth?’ 

● ‘What questions would you ask God about it? 

http://www.max7.org/en/library/Christmas
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10. Pair and share 

Watch the short ‘Prince of peace’ video (60 seconds). 

 

www.max7.org/en/resource/princeofpeace2021 

Turn to the person beside you and chat for about 3 

or 4 mins. 

● What was most difficult about this last year? 

● How does Jesus, Prince of peace, give you hope 

for today and next year? 

http://www.max7.org/en/resource/princeofpeace2021
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Appendix - Extra Material 

OTHER IDEAS 

● Bring a newborn baby or live animals for 

children to see and possibly touch/hold before 

or after the Christmas service. Make an object 

lesson out of one of the animals. (Sheep, 

donkey, chickens, camel)  

● Bible reading - Ask a child or group of children 

to read the Christmas story. 

● Dress up children of all ages as characters from 

the Christmas story. Give them fun props to 

use. 

● Interview - Ask the oldest person in the 

congregation to recall memories of their 

Christmas as a child. What has changed? What 

has stayed the same?  

● Play along with the music - Have percussion 

instruments for younger kids to play along to 

some of the carols. (Bells, tambourines, 

triangles)  

● Christmas drama – prepare children to learn a 

short Christmas play to present at a service. 

● Children prepare a Christmas song to sing.  
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PASS THE PARCEL (Detailed Version) 

This is a more detailed version of the 2. Pass the 

Parcel game (page 5):  

1. Angel (Luke 2:26-38) – When it was time God sent 

an angel, Gabriel, to visit a young woman, Mary. The 

angel told Mary that God had chosen her to have 

baby Jesus. Jesus would be her baby and God’s son! 

The angel said that nothing is impossible for God. 

Mary trusted God and said, ‘I am God’s servant. Let 

this happen as you have said.’ 

(Luke 2:8-20) As soon as Jesus was born, God sent 

the angel Gabriel to visit some shepherds, watching 

their sheep in a field. The angel said, ‘I bring good 

news that will bring joy to all people. Tonight, God’s 

Son has been born in Bethlehem. You will find him 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ The 

Shepherds were amazed and said, ‘Let’s go to 

Bethlehem and see what God has done.’ After they 

saw Jesus, they were so excited! They thanked God 

and told everyone what had happened.   

2. Star (Matthew 2:1-11) – When Jesus was born God 

put a special sign in the sky, a star! Some wise men, 

called Magi, saw the star. They knew it was the sign 

that God’s promised king had been born, near 

Jerusalem. 

It was a long journey. When they finally got to 

Jerusalem they asked King Herod, ‘Where is the child 

born to be king of the Jews? We saw his star in the 
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east and have come to worship him.’ King Herod’s 

teachers said it was written long ago that the baby 

king would be born in Bethlehem. After that, the star 

stopped over the place where Jesus was. The Magi 

were thrilled and excited to see the star. They went 

into the house and worshipped Jesus.  

3. Gift box (small) (Matthew 2:11) – When the Magi 

visited Jesus, they gave him special gifts – gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. They gave gifts because they 

knew Jesus was a gift, from God to everyone…the gift 

that would change the world.  

(John 3:16-17) In the Bible it says, ‘For God so loved 

the world, that he gave His one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in Him will not die but have 

eternal life.’ God gave His Son to rescue everyone. 

At Christmas we still give gifts. We celebrate that 

God loves us and gave us the best gift ever, Jesus. 

4. Candy Cane (Luke 2:1-20) – we can use the Candy 

Cane to remember that the Christmas story is all 

about ‘J’ for Jesus (Candy cane upside down). He is 

the reason we celebrate. The red and white reminds 

us that Jesus took our sins and made us clean. 

(Romans 6:23) 

Small candy canes for everyone could be included in 

the final part of the parcel. In pairs try retelling the 

Christmas story to each other using the 4 symbols. 
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