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Sister Danielle Victoria Lussier of the
Daughters of St. Paul designed the dust
jacket for Nanaimo priest Father
Harrison Ayre’s new book Mysterion:
The Revelatory Power of the
Sacramental Worldview. Story page 9.
(Photo courtesy of Father Harrison Ayre)

TORONTO — Elder John Robinson performs a smudging ceremony at Toronto’s
Native People’s Mission at St. Ann’s Church. Story page 3. (Photo by Michael
Swan)

SAINT JOHN — Seminarian Stephen
Mawhinney speaks on praise and
thanksgiving at the Lenten
Revitalization Series, Tuesday, March
22 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John. Story page
11. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (upper left) of the Diocese of Saint
John leads members of the Marian Devotional Movement in praying the rosary
with the Queenship of Mary sisters. The altar in the image, to the left, is Our Lady
of the Cap Shrine in Trois-Rivières, Québec. Story page 2. (Zoom screen image)
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New FreemanTheBy NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Sunday, March 20,
2022, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of
the Diocese of Saint John, was invited to
give a short teaching on Mary to members
of the Marian Devotional Movement via
Zoom.  More than 120 people from across
Canada — including from the Diocese of
Saint John — participated in Sunday’s ro-
sary. Many pray with the Marian Devotional
Movement numerous times a week.

Bishop Riesbeck began by speaking about
his personal relationship with Mary. “My
parents took seriously the call to be first
evangelizers,” he said, recalling fond memo-
ries of praying the rosary as a family. “In
fact, the Hail Mary one of first prayers I
learned.”

Mary continued to be part of his journey,
in preparation for the call to priesthood.

Bishop Riesbeck recalled that it was on
the birthdate of Mary, September 8, that he
first approached his Spiritual Director, and
that he went to see him again on the Feast
of Immaculate Conception once he had
made the decision to become a priest.

“Now in Saint John, Our Lady of the Im-
maculate Conception is the patroness of our
diocese, and I was installed as new bishop
on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-
ception. Our Lady has had a prominent part
in my journey.”

Bishop Riesbeck explained that the late
founder of his community the Companions
of the Cross [CC], Father Bob Bedard had
a strong devotion to Our Lady, and was a
strong proponent of Medjugorje.
[Medjugorje is a town in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. It’s been an unofficial place
of Catholic pilgrimage since the Virgin Mary
allegedly appeared on Apparition Hill in
1981.]

“In fact, one of the four pillars of our
Community is Marian. I got to know Our
Lady more deeply through community. We
consecrate ourselves to Our Lady, and I
continue to pray the consecration prayer, ”
he said.

Bishop Riesbeck told of  a moment when
he was convinced of the power of Mary’s
intercession.

“I had been praying for a neighbour who
had cancer, because Our Lady told me to
persevere in prayer for her. I took this seri-
ously and prayed every day in seminary.
When I came back home, I ran into the

next door neighbour, who had been healed.”
The Blessed Mother continues to hold

strong influence on Bishop Riesbeck’s life.
“I’ve served in various parishes named

after Our Lady, including Queen of Peace
Parish in Houston, Texas,” he said. And it
was in Houston where he was introduced
to Our Lady of Guadalupe.

“I have a devotion to Our Lady of
Guadalupe, especially for our Indigenous
Communities.” He also shared that he has
entrusted the restoration work of the Ca-
thedral of the Immaculate Conception to
Our Lady, and prays a weekly diocesan ro-
sary via Zoom as a way to get to know the
people of the diocese, especially during the
pandemic.

Turning his thoughts to current events,
Bishop Riesbeck said that “in today’s situ-
ation, people are discouraged with every-
thing that’s going on in Ukraine and Rus-
sia. At Fatima, Our Lady called us to pray
the rosary daily, participate in First Satur-
day devotions, consecrate ourselves to the
Immaculate Conception, pray and repent.”

Noting that, “the pope consecrated Rus-
sia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary on Friday, March 25, and asked all
bishops of the world to unite with him in
that consecration,” he said, “I don’t think
we can ignore these pleas of Our Lady, it’s
a good thing that we’re gathering together
to pray.”

First Saturday masses take place in the
Diocese of Saint John at the following
churches: in the Saint John Region: Our
Lady of Good Counsel (St. Joseph’s
Church), 1:00 pm ; Mary, Mother of God
Parish (St. George’s Church) at 10:00 am
with adoration at 9:00 am every Saturday.
In the Fredericton Region: Saint John Paul
II (rotating between St. Francis of Assisi,
Lincoln, St. Bridget’s Mission, Gagetown
and St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto at 10:00
am; Mother of Mercy Parish (rotating be-
tween St. John the Evangelist, Johnville,
St. Joseph’s in Bath and St. Leo in
Florenceville at 10:00 am with rosary at 9:45
am and Our Lady of Fatima at 10:00 am
with confession at 8:30 am and rosary at
9:30 am. In the Miramichi Region: St. Mar-
guerite Bourgeoys Parish (St. Mary’s
Church) at 9:30 am with rosary at 9:00 am.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop encourages people to turn to Mary
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Reconciliation begins with listening
BY MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Religious orders that ran Canada’s Indian
residential schools have apologized, engaged
with Indigenous communities, partnered with
them on healing projects. Six months ago
every Canadian bishop apologized for the
Catholic Church’s complicity in the govern-
ment’s program of assimilation, which
wreaked havoc on Indigenous families and
cultures. In two weeks, residential school
survivors, Indigenous elders and youth will
meet with Pope Francis in Rome as a prelude
to the pope’s trip to Canada.

The official Church, at the level of bishops,
priests, religious orders and leadership, has
made its share of missteps on the road to rec-
onciliation. But it is focused on the task. The
question now is, will reconciliation happen if
it doesn’t happen in ordinary parishes? If av-
erage lay Catholics aren’t involved in some
way in reconciliation, will there be reconcilia-
tion?

From the Indigenous side of the table, that
contact with Catholics in pews matters, said
Rachael Crawford-Rendine, co-creator of the
Royal Bank of Canada’s [RBC] first Indig-
enous employee group and a member of the
RBC’s elder council.

Speaking to about 35 members of Ignite,
the St. Patrick’s Parish young adult group in
Toronto, Ms. Crawford-Rendine encouraged
the young people to seek out opportunities
for reconciliation.

“You have an opportunity to be part of the
solution,” said Ms. Crawford-Rendine, whose
Algonquin spirit name translates into “Blue
Morning Dancer.”

Ms. Crawford-Rendine considers herself
blessed to have been raised in the Church and
guided by the Indigenous spiritual and cul-
tural values of her father. It gives her a per-
spective on the world and her own life. She
has learned that reconciliation is not easy.

“The listening is the hard part,” she said.
“This is definitely an important time for us to
come together for listening.”

Getting that listening started in parishes
and schools across the country has been a
major focus for the Jesuits, who have or-
dered the Jesuit Forum for Social Faith and
Justice to promote listening circles wher-
ever they can. Last year the Jesuits teamed
up with the Catholic publisher Novalis to
produce Listening to Indigenous Voices, a
kind of guide book for structured encoun-
ters between Indigenous and non-Indigenous

Canadians where they can examine Canada’s
history and particularly the history of resi-
dential schools.

Jesuit Forum executive director Mark
Hathaway estimates about 4,000 copies of the
guidebook have been distributed to schools,
parishes and individuals.

That doesn’t translate into 4,000 listening
circles. There have been pioneering efforts at
the Oblates’ St. Joseph’s Parish in Ottawa.
The Jesuits’ Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in
Toronto has begun a series of listening cir-
cles. There’s interest at Holy Name Parish
also in Toronto. At St. Ann’s, home of the
Native Peoples’ Mission in Toronto, there’s
a modified and simplified version of the Lis-
tening to Indigenous Voices model running
through this spring.

The hope at St. Ann’s is that people from
across the Archdiocese of Toronto will get
a taste of the listening circles experience
and bring it back to their own parishes.

The listening circles idea has leaned heav-
ily on the Jesuits’ own resources at the
Anishnabe Spiritual Centre in Espanola, ON,
Martyrs’ Shrine in Midland, ON, and the
Jesuit retreat houses in Guelph and
Pickering.

Catholic school boards have expressed
interest, and the Jesuit Forum led an intro-
ductory session with about 50 social work-
ers from the Toronto Catholic District School
Board recently. Getting listening circles into
the schools “will take some time,” Hathaway
said. There’s also been interest at Catholic uni-
versities.

If it’s been hard to get action on reconcili-
ation started in parishes, it may be because
our good intentions are not matched by or-
ganizational resources, said Native Peoples’
Mission pastoral associate Sister Patricia
Lourdes Lao.

“It’s really a marginal work of the Church
that depends solely on volunteer support and
the generous hearts of those who are pas-
sionate about reconciliation work,” said the
Our Lady of the Missions sister.

Sr. Lao, known to most as “Sr. Petite,” be-
lieves the listening circles model could use
some support from higher up.

“We do not have that kind of structural sup-
port to enable this to happen in different par-
ishes,” she said. “Even if there is a group of
people who are dedicated or interested in hav-
ing this resource in their localities, there is the
problem of funding.”

Finding an elder, connecting with Indig-
enous people in the community, learning about

ways Indigenous spirituality has been incor-
porated into the liturgy of the Church are big
tasks for individual parishes to take on with-
out support.

“There is no office of Indigenous relations,
for example. Those are the areas that need to
be done before this more public involvement
happens, or Church involvement happens. It
has to be really instituted in the Church,” said
Sr. Lao. “It’s a matter of structure.”

In some parishes, having an elder lead the
congregation in a smudging ceremony at the
beginning of Mass could be a first step. But it
can also be a problem if the people aren’t pre-
pared.

“We have some pushback from Catholics
who are not so used to the smudging cer-
emony and think of it as pagan, or they be-
come afraid of that ceremony,” said Sr. Lao.

Elder John Robinson at the Native People’s
Mission welcomes invitations to parishes to
lead the ceremony. He smudged in St.
Michael’s Cathedral with Cardinal Thomas
Collins at a Mass for the National Day of
Truth and Reconciliation last fall.

Just being part of a smudging ceremony at
a Catholic Mass can be a revelation for big
city Catholics, said Redemptorist Father Santo
Arrigo, who brought the St. Patrick’s Ignite
group to the Native Peoples’ Mission for Mass
and a listening session on residential schools.
The smudging ceremony at mass was a new
experience for many in the group, he said.

“There was a lot of eye-opening that In-
digenous spirituality and Catholicism, or Chris-
tianity, aren’t as polarized as they thought,”
Fr. Arrigo said later.

For urban Catholics who have little or no
contact with Indigenous people, there’s a lot
to learn about the reconciliation work already
going on in rural Canada, on reserves and in
small towns, Fr. Arrigo said.

“In the small towns and the reserves, who
is working up there to walk with the people?
It’s the Church. We have not abandoned the
people. We’re with them now,” he said.

If people’s only understanding of recon-
ciliation between the Church and Indigenous
people comes from news reports the picture
is incomplete, Fr. Arrigo said. The listening
circle model has the potential to get Catholics
involved in the story.

“This puts it front and centre.”
There’s no simple or easy fix to the last

400 years of Church-Indigenous relations,
said Ms. Crawford-Rendine.

“We’re not there yet. It’s definitely going
to take a few generations,” she said. §
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Two sons and a parent: our challenge
The 4th Sunday of Lent we hear one of the most beautiful and

moving of Jesus’ parables (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32). It is a story that
touches the heart of every person.  It expresses something that is part
of the human experience. All our relationships are marked in some
way by this story — a story of disappointment with self, of self-
righteous resentment and of abundant, healing, unconditional love.

The parable of the ‘Prodigal Son’, sometimes called the parable
of the ‘Prodigal Parent’ is one in which we find ourselves identi-
fied. Luke tells it as Jesus’ response to the scribes and the Phari-
sees who were criticizing him for his willingness to reach out
with openness to all, even those who were seen as most unde-
serving. “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  For
Luke and his community in early Christianity the story focused on
the religious elites of their day. For us, perhaps it has an even
fuller meaning — both personal and communal as church.

The story of the “Prodigal Son” has three characters, the younger
son, the older son and the father. Each of these persons is us.
Each of them presents some aspect of our own personal experi-
ence and each of them presents to us both a challenge and a con-
solation. As well each of the persons expresses something very
close to our communal or our church experience, with its chal-
lenges and consolations. The younger son is us. The older son is
us. The loving parent is us.

The younger son, after receiving all of his inheritance from his
loving parent, leaves home and squanders what he has received.
He wants to return home but he is obsessed by guilt and cannot
allow himself to return forgiven. His failures and sin pose a barrier
to his home-coming. He is unable to see that his father loves him.
The challenge he has is that he cannot “let go” of his past, his sin.
It blocks his capacity for full reconciliation and joy. To “let go” of
sin and failure means we can remember, without identifying with
it. This allows for compassion and joy to be experienced. This
son had a struggle.

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

The older son faced a different
challenge. So intent was he on do-
ing the “right thing” that he had come
to behave more as a slave of his loving parent than as a son. He
kept all the rules, he worked for the father and spent his energies
in what he saw as the father’s commands. But he was filled with
resentment and this boiled over when the father welcomed home
the younger son. This older son could not see the relationship of
love that bound the father to both his sons. He could not see that
his father’s love was an unconditional gift, not an earned or mer-
ited love. His resentment blocked all hope of compassion and joy
for him. The older son had a struggle.

The father in this story faced the challenge of freely giving love
and compassion in a setting where it was deeply needed. For him
compassion and joy was overflowing, but he faced one son who
seem incapable or accepting this gift and another son who could
not understand it. The father had a struggle.

Jesus’ parable is truly the story of us all — as persons and as
church. It is a challenge, but challenge we must face, personally
and as church. We have a struggle, but Lent offers us an opportu-
nity to transform.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday read-
ings with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith forma-
tion. He can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §
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Evil, tragic events do not come from God, pope says at Angelus
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Jesus asks people to turn away from evil
and renounce the temptation to sin rather than blame God for
terrible events, Pope Francis said.

"Jesus says we need to look inside ourselves: It is sin that pro-
duces death; our selfishness can tear apart relationships; our wrong
and violent choices can unleash evil. At this point the Lord offers
the true solution, and that is conversion," he said in late-March
before leading the Angelus prayer with thousands of people gath-
ered in St. Peter's Square.

The pope's remarks were a reflection on the Sunday Gospel
reading, which recounted Jesus' call to repentance and the par-
able of the barren fig tree in which a gardener convinces the or-
chard owner to continue to care for the tree, be patient and open
to the possibility it may bear fruit in the future.

Pope Francis said this symbolizes the patience God has for hu-
manity — he does not "cut down" people when they fail to give
fruit, and he always gives them more time and another chance.

"This is how the Lord works with us. He does not cut us out of
his love. He does not lose heart or tire of offering us again his
trust with tenderness," he said.

"He does not look at the achievements you have not yet reached,
but the fruits you can still bear. He does not keep track of your
shortcomings but encourages your potential. He does not dwell
on your past, but confidently bets on your future," the pope said.

God is always close, accompanying people and treating them
with mercy, which is why God should never be blamed for terri-
ble things that happen or for the evil in the world, he said.

God "never uses violence and instead suffers for us and with
us. Evil can never come from God, because 'he does not deal with
us according to our sins,' but according to his mercy," he said.

"Rather than blaming God,
Jesus says we need to look in-
side ourselves" and respond to
his urgent call for conversion,
the pope said.

"Let us welcome it with an
open heart. Let us turn from evil,
let us renounce the sin that se-
duces us, let us be open to the
logic of the Gospel because
where love and fraternity reign,
evil has no more power!"§
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Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile i
was not available at the time of publishing.

Call to education led to GrACE
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

“I have been called to Catholic education and this vocational call
has blessed and enriched my life in profound ways.”

Bonnie Annicchiarico crafted this opening sentence for a testimo-
nial published on the Diocese of Calgary website in June 2020 enti-
tled, The power of witness.

The former teacher, principal and associate superintendent on be-
half of Christ the Redeemer (CTR) Catholic Schools wrote about her
inspirational colleagues “who are authentic witnesses to the Gospel”
and for tirelessly “going above and beyond for their students.”

Scott Morrison, superintendent of CTR Catholic Schools, does not
hesitate to return that praise. He considers Ms. Annichiarico his “ab-
solute role model when it comes to leadership.” He first witnessed his
colleague champion Catholic education as the founding principal of
both Holy Family Academy primary school and St. Joseph’s Colle-
giate in Brooks, Alberta.

In 2013, they became more collaborators as he assumed his cur-
rent role and Annichiarico was appointed associate superintendent.
When Annicchiarico chose to retire from CTR at the end of the 2017-
18 school year, it is safe to say Mr. Morrison was one of many in
Alberta Catholic education delighted to see her answer God’s call to
service yet again.

Since 2018, Ms. Annicchiarico, blessed with three children and 10
grandchildren with her husband Julien, has served as provincial di-
rector of GrACE, Grateful Advocates for Catholic Education. This
group unites stakeholders committed to promoting and safeguarding
publicly-funded Catholic education in Alberta.

Ms. Annicchiarico said the Alberta Catholic bishops, the Alberta
Catholic School Trustees’ Association and the Council of Catholic
School Superintendents of Alberta have historically done the work of
advocating for these schools. Five years ago, the desire was expressed

to activate Catholic school sup-
port at a grassroots level.

“The idea of GrACE was
to give stakeholders right at the
school and parish level an oppor-
tunity to be informed about
Catholic education, its history, and
to understand the present reality
of how many students we have,
what schools are doing and what
do we look like,” said
Annicchiarico. “And we are
proactive to be effective in a secu-
lar culture. Probably the biggest
threat to Catholic education is the
secular culture we are a part of.”

GrACE is always mindful
of the reality government-funded
separate education is the excep-
tion, not the rule. Saskatchewan
and Ontario are the only other
provinces funding Catholic
schools.

Enrolment figures have
trended in the positive direction

for Alberta Catholic
schools in recent years,
jumping from 164,128
in 2013-14 to over
183,000 today, accord-
ing to GrACE statistics.
Ms. Annicchiarico said
strong academic stand-
ards, parental involve-
ment and supports for
students dealing with
classroom, mental, do-
mestic and social strug-
gles are hallmarks of
Catholic schools.

Despite the COVID-
19 pandemic looming
for half of GrACE’s four-year lifespan, Ms. Annicchiarico said the
group has achieved “phenomenal” success.

Each local GrACE group was empowered to assemble parents,
educators, students, clergy and parishioners to engage the commu-
nity. The provincial GrACE group and the local iterations utilize online
tools to promote the positive happenings in Catholic schools, to offer
collective prayer for Catholic education and to organize events. To
foster provincial unity there is a monthly newsletter that profiles the
history, current makeup and initiatives underway in schools.

Ms. Annicchiarico was delighted to commemorate the 25th anni-
versary of Holy Family Academy, which she helped found in 1996, last
autumn. St. Joseph’s Collegiate will hit that milestone in 2024.

Mr. Morrison said Ms. Annicchiarico is such an effective advocate of
Catholic education because she exemplifies the mission statement of St.
Joe’s: “a community, rooted in faith, seeking excellence for all.”

“I can quote those words because they are so true, and I have
never forgotten them. She created a community of Catholic educa-
tors and supporters in Brooks that do everything together.”

Mr. Morrison adds that Ms. Annicchiarico particularly shines at
parental engagement and welcoming new educators into the school
family.

Ms. Annicchiarico was once one of those new educators. She did
not grow up in a Catholic household, but she quickly was drawn to
the faith after being hired to be the music teacher of St. Joseph’s
School in Whitecourt, AB, at age 21.

“As the music teacher, I was in charge of the music liturgy at
celebrations. I quickly became immersed in culture and welcomed
into the community. Within about a year-and-a-half, I became a member
of the Catholic Church and grew very passionate about Catholic edu-
cation. It was transformational for me.”

GrACE’s four-year mandate will end this spring and its future will
be determined. No matter what happens, ensuring a long-term future
for Alberta Catholic education funding will continue.

“What is going on in our schools is strong and encouraging aca-
demically and in terms of our faith. Are there ways to be stronger?
Yes, absolutely. We need to continue to be authentically Catholic in all
aspects of our education. If we are not completely different from
public education, we don’t really have a right to exist.”§

Bonnie Annichiarico

30 Lansdowne Ave., Saint John
506-648-9911

www.NewSystemLC.com
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Pope promulgates Curia reform, emphasizing church's missionary nature
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Nine years after taking office, Pope Francis
promulgated his constitution reforming the Roman Curia, a project he
began with his international College of Cardinals shortly after taking
office in 2013.

Praedicate Evangelium (Preach the Gospel), which was published
only in Italian by the Vatican in late-March of this year, will go into
effect June 5, the Feast of Pentecost.

Merging some congregations and pontifical councils and raising
the status of others — particularly the charitable office of the papal
almoner — Pope Francis said he hoped the constitution would ensure
that the offices of the Vatican fulfill their mission in helping promote
the church as a community of missionary disciples, sharing the Gos-
pel and caring for all those in need.

Part of that effort, he wrote, requires including more laypeople in
Curia leadership positions.

"This new apostolic constitution proposes to better harmonize the
present exercise of the Curia's service with the path of evangelization that
the church, especially in this season, is living," the pope wrote in the
document.

To emphasize the importance of the church's missionary nature, in the
new constitution Pope Francis specified that he is the prefect of the Dicastery
for Evangelization; he will be assisted by a "pro-prefect" for "basic ques-
tions regarding evangelization in the world" and a "pro-prefect" for "the
first evangelization and the new particular churches," those previously
supported by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.

In a similar way, until 1968, the popes were prefects of what became
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Pastor Bonus began its description of the doctrinal congregation's re-
sponsibility saying, "The proper duty of the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith is to promote and safeguard the doctrine on faith and morals
in the whole Catholic world; so, it has competence in things that touch this
matter in any way."

The new constitution begins its description by saying, "The task of the
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith is to assist the Roman pontiff and
the bishops-eparchs in the proclamation of the Gospel throughout the
world, promoting and safeguarding the integrity of Catholic doctrine on
faith and morals, drawing on the deposit of faith and also seeking an ever
deeper understanding of it in the face of new questions."

The new constitution does away with the previous distinctions between
"congregations" and "pontifical councils," referring to all of them simply as
"dicasteries."

In addition to creating the Dicastery for the Service of Charity in place
of the almoner's office, the constitution merges the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples and the Pontifical Council for Promoting New
Evangelization into the new Dicastery for Evangelization, and it merges
the Congregation for Catholic Education and the Pontifical Council for
Culture into the new Dicastery for Culture and Education.

Praedicate Evangelium replaces St. John Paul II's 1988 constitution,
Pastor Bonus, but, unlike it, does not reserve the leadership of certain
offices only to cardinals and bishops, although the individual statutes of
those offices may make such a specification.

However, Pope Francis wrote in the document that offices that have
"their own statutes and laws shall observe them only insofar as they are
not opposed to the present apostolic constitution and shall propose their
adaptation for the approval of the Roman pontiff as soon as possible."

Insisting that every Christian is "a missionary disciple," the constitution
said, the reform of the Curia also needed to "provide for the involvement
of laymen and women, including in roles of governance and responsibil-
ity."

The participation of laypeople "is indispensable, because they cooperate
for the good of the whole church and, because of their family life, their
knowledge of social realities and their faith that leads them to discover
God's paths in the world, they can make valid contributions, especially
when it comes to the promotion of the family and respect for the values of
life and creation, the Gospel as leaven for temporal realities and the dis-
cernment of the signs of the times."

Describing the personnel of the offices, the constitution said the leader-
ship, "as far as possible, shall come from the different regions of the world
so that the Roman Curia may reflect the universality of the church."

They can be clergy, religious or laypeople "who are distinguished by
appropriate experience, knowledge confirmed by suitable qualifications,
virtue and prudence. They should be chosen according to objective and
transparent criteria and have an adequate number of years of experience in
pastoral activities."

Pope Francis described the reform of the Curia as part of the "mission-
ary conversion" of the church, a renewal movement aimed at making it
reflect more "the image of Christ's own mission of love."

He also linked it to the ongoing process of promoting "synodality," a
sense of the shared responsibility of all baptized Catholics for the life and
mission of the church.

True communion among all Catholics, he said, "gives the church the
face of synodality; a church, that is, of mutual listening in which each one
has something to learn: the faithful people, the College of Bishops (and) the
bishop of Rome listening to the other, and all listening to the Holy Spirit, the
spirit of truth."

Addressing one of the main concerns expressed by bishops around the
world in the past, the constitution said, "The Roman Curia does not stand
between the pope and the bishops, but rather places itself at the service of
both in ways that are proper to the nature of each."

Pope Francis wrote that in reorganizing the Curia, he wanted to pro-
mote a "healthy decentralization" that would, at the same time, promote
"co-responsibility" and communion with the bishops and among the Vati-
can offices.

The Curia, he said, should support individual bishops in their mission as
pastors as well as the work of bishops' conferences and synods of
Eastern Catholic bishops.

Because "the face of Christ" is reflected in the faces of his disci-
ples, the document said, members of the Roman Curia should be
"distinguished by their spiritual life, good pastoral experience, sobri-
ety of life and love for the poor, spirit of communion and service,
competence in the matters entrusted to them, and the ability to dis-
cern the signs of the times."

In the ordering of the Roman Curia, the Secretariat of State main-
tains its position of leadership and coordination, but the new Dicastery
for Evangelization is placed above the Dicastery for the Doctrine of
the Faith.

The description of the organization of the doctrinal dicastery in-
cludes changes announced by Pope Francis in February, creating
separate doctrinal and disciplinary sections, reflecting the growing
importance of the office that investigates allegations of clerical sexual
abuse and the abuse of office by bishops or religious superiors.

The constitution places the Pontifical Commission for the
(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)
Protection of Minors "within the dicastery" and says "its task is to
provide the Roman pontiff with advice and consultancy and to pro-
pose the most appropriate initiatives for the protection of minors and
vulnerable people.

Cardinal Seán P. O'Malley of Boston, president of the commission
and a member of the Council of Cardinals that drafted the constitu-
tion, said, "For the first time, Pope Francis has made safeguarding
and the protection of minors a fundamental part of the structure of
the church's central government."

"Linking the commission more closely with the work of the new
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith represents a significant move
forward in upgrading the place and mandate of the commission, which
can only lead to a stronger culture of safeguarding throughout the Curia
and the entire church," he said in a statement in late-March of this year.§

Pope promulgates Curia

Opening Curia posts to laity, pope is implementing Vatican II, experts say
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A Vatican office led by a cardinal or archbishop has
no more authority than one led by a layperson because all offices of the
Roman Curia act in the name of the pope, said experts presenting Pope
Francis' new constitution on the Curia's organization.

"Whoever is in charge of a dicastery or other organism of the Curia
does not have authority because of the hierarchical rank with which he is

invested, but because of the power he receives from the Roman pontiff
and exercises in his name," said Jesuit Father Gianfranco Ghirlanda, the
canon lawyer who helped draft the document.

The constitution, Praedicate Evangelium (Preach the Gospel), was
published in Italian by the Vatican March 19, and experts involved in its
development, including Fr. Ghirlanda, spoke at a Vatican news conference
late-March.

The document, emphasizing that the Curia supports the pope and local
bishops in the church's mission of evangelization, said that because every
baptized Christian is called to be "a missionary disciple," the reform of the
Curia also needed to "provide for the involvement of laymen and women,
including in roles of governance and responsibility."

"If the prefect and the secretary of a dicastery are bishops, this must not
lead to the misunderstanding that their authority comes from the hierarchi-
cal rank they have received, as if they were acting with a power of their
own and not with the vicarious power conferred on them by the Roman
pontiff," Father Ghirlanda said. "The vicarious power to carry out an
office is the same whether received by a bishop, a priest, a consecrated
man or woman, or a lay man or woman."

Replacing Pastor Bonus, St. John Paul II's 1988 constitution, the new
document opens the leadership of all but two offices of the Curia to laypeople:
the prefect of the Supreme Court of the Apostolic Signature, the church's
highest court; and the president of the Council for the Economy.

Cardinal Marcello Semeraro, who served as secretary of Pope Francis'
international Council of Cardinals from 2013 to 2020, when much of the
work on the constitution was being done, told reporters the pope's deci-
sion to open most leadership roles in the Curia to laity was one way in
which the document attempts to put into fuller practice the teachings of
the Second Vatican Council and, specifically, its focus on the dignity and
responsibility of the laity.

"For me personally, Marcello Semeraro, this is something beautiful," he
said. "To put at the head of a dicastery, and not only on its staff, a member
of the lay faithful -- this is an important fact."

Fr. Ghirlanda told reporters that by opening Curia leadership roles to
laypeople, Pope Francis clarified a matter that had been debated by canon
lawyers since the Second Vatican Council. The new constitution, he said,
"confirms that the power of governance in the church does not come
from the sacrament of orders, but from the canonical mission" given to
the person.

"Obviously, there are and will be dicasteries where it is more suitable to
have laity — for example the Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life
because it is a sector where they live and have more experience — and
others where perhaps it is less suitable, but there is no established exclu-
sion, just good sense."

At the same time, Fr. Ghirlanda said, the constitution "does not abrogate
canon law" or the hierarchical structure of the church, which, for exam-
ple, reserves the celebration of the sacraments, the office of pastor and the
judgment of other clerics to priests and bishops.

Bishop Marco Mellino, the current secretary of the Council of Cardi-
nals, told reporters that the idea is not simply to name laypeople to more
offices, but to evaluate the needs and responsibilities of the specific dicasteries
and find appropriate people to lead them.

The constitution, Cardinal Semeraro said, specifies that the choice will
be based on the dicastery's "particular competence, power of governance
and function."

"So, it cannot be just anyone," he said. "But I would add, this 'not just
anyone' goes also for a cleric, a religious or a layperson. The fact that I'm
a bishop does not mean that I can be competent in leading a dicastery."§

Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton

April 3, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Lent

First Reading: Isaiah 43.16-21
I am about to do a new thing:

I will drink to my chosen people.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 126.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 6 (R. 3)
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Second Reading:   Phillippians 3.8-14
I have suffered the loss of all things,

in order that I may gain Christ.

Gospel: John 8.1-11
Let anyone among you who is without sin

be the first to throw a stone.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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Why are some Anglican bishops leaving for Catholicism?
By SIMON CALDWELL
Catholic News Service

LIVERPOOL, England — Two of the four
former Anglican bishops who became Catho-
lics last year are to be ordained as diocesan
priests in the coming weeks. One of the four,
now a priest, said he thought all four were all
united by the convictions they had about au-
thority within the church.

Jonathan Goodall, the former bishop of
Ebbsfleet, was ordained a priest for the Arch-

diocese of Westminster March 12, and John
Goddard, the former bishop of Burnley, will
be ordained for the Archdiocese of Liverpool
April 2.

Father Michael Nazir-Ali, the former bishop
of Rochester, was ordained for the Personal
Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham Oc-
tober 30, just a month after he was received
into the Catholic Church.

Peter Forster, the former bishop of Ches-
ter who also became a Catholic last year, has
retired to Scotland and has yet to reveal if he
has any intentions to exercise priestly minis-
try within the Catholic Church.

Fathers Goodall and Goddard were both
prominent Anglo-Catholics, and Fr. Nazir-Ali
and Mr. Forster were members of the evan-
gelical wing of the Church of England.

Speaking to Catholic News Service by tel-
ephone March 9, Fr. Nazir-Ali said he thought
all four were all united by the convictions they
had about authority within the church —
where it rested and how that authority was
exercised.

"I have, for a long time, described myself

as a Catholic evangelical," he said. "The ques-
tions of concern are not so much about ritual
and sacraments as questions of authority and
where there is authentic authority ... not so
much about what has happened but how de-
cisions have been made."

Fr. Goddard told Catholic News Service
[CNS] in a March 3 interview at his home
near Liverpool that the 2014 decision by the
Church of England to ordain women as bish-
ops was "one of the issues" that raised ques-
tions in his mind about how authority was
exercised within the Church of England.

"This I can no longer do. I am a Christian
by baptism, a Catholic by conviction and now
feel my vocation and pilgrimage lies in the
Catholic Church," he said.

He told CNS that, in his view, the Church
of England had moved to a "more Protestant
understanding" of governance in recent decades,
which parted company from the "three-legged
stool" of reason, Scripture and tradition.

 "The way forward seems to be a sort of
relativism which I think is not following

LIVERPOOL, England  — John Goddard,
the former bishop of Burnley, England,
will be ordained for the Archdiocese of
Liverpool April 2. He is pictured in a March
3 photo. (CNS photo/Simon Caldwell)

Catholic tradition," he said.
"I discerned that I was called to a different

path from that of the Church of England, in
which I had served for so long, but in which
I felt increasingly uncomfortable," he said
separately in a statement.

"I could not, with integrity, continue within
the Church of England. In the past I was able
to say that I was a Christian, a Catholic, a
member of the Church of England, and saw
these three statements as consistent," he said.
"This I can no longer do."

Fr. Goddard, 74, was ordained a Catholic
priest in the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ
the King by Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Williams
of Liverpool. He is still waiting to learn how
the archdiocese intends to employ him.

"I cannot think of a great joy in life than
serving as a parish priest," he said. "It is per-
haps the greatest gift for an ordained person."

Fr. Goodall will be consecrated in West-
minster Cathedral, London, and will serve as
the pastor of St. William of York Parish in
London. §

Northern Ireland officials, religious
apologize to abuse survivors
By MICHAEL KELLY
Catholic News Service

BELFAST, Northern Ireland — Govern-
ment officials in Northern Ireland and repre-
sentatives of religious orders who managed
state institutions apologized to survivors of
abuse at those institutes.

The March apologies follow a 2017 inquiry
that examined the abuse of hundreds of chil-
dren at church and state-run institutions from
1922 to 1995.

The move was welcomed by some, but
other abuse survivors said they doubted the
sincerity of church representatives.

Speaking to survivors gathered at Parlia-
ment Buildings in Belfast, Education Minister
Michelle McIlveen said: "We are sorry that
the state did not protect you." She insisted
that there is no "excuse or defence" for what
happened.

"Today we, as representatives of the state,
say that we are sorry," she told the chamber,
which included members of the cross-com-
munity legislative assembly. About 80 survi-
vors were present in the assembly chamber,
while others were given private rooms in Par-
liament Buildings to watch the apology.

A minute's silence was held in the cham-
ber, followed by a brief applause, before the

statements began.
As representatives of institutions that ran

facilities where abuse took place apologized,
some survivors left the chambers. Four of
those apologies were from Catholic religious
orders.

Brother Francis Manning of the De La Salle
Brothers said his congregation's "actions and
sometimes inaction caused pain and hurt and,
for our part, we wish to say we are sorry and
offer our sincere apology."

For the Sisters of Nazareth, Sister Cornelia
Walsh offered what she described as a "heart-
felt apology" and acknowledged there was
"systemic physical abuse and that bullying was
prevalent."

Sister Uainin Clarke, representing Sisters
of St. Louis, apologized for the "harshness
and a lack of love and understanding" experi-
enced by children and teenagers in their care.

Sister Cait O'Leary of the Good Shepherd
Sisters said "mistakes were made" in the care
provided to girls and young women, and they
did not receive "appropriate, long-term, child-
centred care."

Margaret McGuckin, from Survivors and
Victims of Institutional Abuse, said it was a
"joyous day" and praised survivors for not
giving up to reach this point.

(continued on page 11)
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B.C. pastor reveals power of Catholic world view
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

From the cover art through the 175 pages that follow, Father Harrison
Ayre’s new book is a contemplative experience.

The pastor at Nanaimo, B.C.’s St. Peter’s Parish invites the reader
into a deeper understanding of the hidden ways in which Christ re-
veals himself through creation in Mysterion: The Revelatory Power of
the Sacramental Worldview. It provides an outline of the revelatory
power of the Catholic world view, with chapters focusing on the
sacraments, modernism, the Marian stance, liturgy and mass.

The contemplative begins with the dust jacket designed by Sister
Danielle Victoria Lussier of the Daughters of St. Paul. Peacock feath-
ers — a symbol of resurrection and life — lined with gold peak from
behind a thin white veil.

Should the reader by intention or mistake lift that outer layer, they
will be surprised by the colourful and intricately designed image of Christ
as divine master, surrounded by symbols, further illuminating the book’s
message. The outer layer, like a veil when lifted, is an invitation into receiv-
ing the fullness of Christ and his message to humanity.

“It’s the veil that covers the reality just like a sacrament,” said Fr.
Ayre. “We don’t see directly what we’re receiving but there’s a reality
behind it. Sr. Danielle had this idea to make the book a sacramental
experience itself so (the reader) is not just experiencing sacramentality
in an intellectual way, which is important, but also in the catechistic
expression of art and beauty.”

Fr. Ayre admits he was tearing up when Sr. Lussier first pitched the
concept for the cover.

“I want people to buy it almost just so they can enjoy the art expe-
rience of the whole thing,” said Fr. Ayre. “I don’t care if you read my
words — see what Sr. Danielle has done here. A beautiful book and
it’s one of those times I say please, judge a book by its cover.

“It tells us, even though we live in this veiled place where we don’t
see God in his totality because of the fallen world, he’s still very present.
There’s a connecting point between creation and Heaven and God, so
we’re not ultimately separated. We just need to look to his creation to
find him.”

The involvement with the Daughters of St. Paul runs deep. The
book’s genesis came out of a discussion with friend and former athe-
ist Sister Theresa Aletheia Noble. In a conversation over Fr. Ayre’s
popular podcast, Clerically Speaking with Father Anthony Sciarappa
from the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Sr. Noble suggested they write a
book around the idea of sacramentality. Over time Fr. Ayre ended up

running with that idea.
Sacramentality has been a major theme in Fr. Ayre’s life. He was

agnostic until a conversion took place while attending the University
of Victoria in the early 2000s. He has been deeply inspired by Mother
Teresa and spent a year working with her Missionary Sisters of Char-
ity in the United States almost a decade ago when he was in seminary.

Part of that time he served at their hospice outside San Francisco,
which deeply impacted his view of sacramentality. He recalls sitting
with a dying patient and realizing he hadn’t done holy hour and taking
the time to listen to the voice of God for the unique way He sought to
reveal Himself. It’s his reflections on these experiences that brought
the book to fruition.

“We were short on extra volunteers that night and I hadn’t had my
holy hour yet,” recalled Fr. Ayre. “We usually stay in a bed or chair at
the doorways just to be there as they’re actively dying so they know
they’re not alone. I thought if Christ is present, maybe not in the same
way obviously in the poor as He is in the Eucharist, but it’s still his
presence at work in the poor. This is my holy hour with this man who
was passing away,” he said.

“Christ is making himself present in this man’s poverty in his last hour
so that was my meditation. I’m not confusing God and the world so
much that they’re the exact same thing but it’s just to say that God is
always working through his creation in small, tangible ways.”

Mysterion took roughly six months for Fr. Ayre to write, part of
which came through the pandemic. For Fr. Ayre, the book is as much
the fruit of his theological ponderings as it is from his experiences as
a pastor.

The pandemic’s onset revealed the importance of the sacramental
world view and exposed the misunderstandings about it in the Church.
The sacraments are not just to build up self but should also lead to a
heart for charity and thinking more about others to bring Christ to the
entire world, said Fr. Ayre.

Editor’s  note: The book is available at various book websites
including www.catholiccompany.com; www.amazon.ca,
paulinestore.com and others.§

Father Harrison Ayre
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Consecrating Ukraine and Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — In response to the ongoing events in Ukraine, Pope
Francis has asked bishops of the world to unite with him in the consecra-
tion of both countries to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. “This Act of
Consecration is meant to be a gesture of the universal Church, which in
this dramatic moment lifts up to God, through his Mother and ours, the
cry of pain of all those who suffer and implore an end to the violence, and
to entrust the future of our human family to the Queen of Peace,” he
wrote in a letter to bishops. “I ask you to join in this Act by inviting the
priests, religious and faithful to assemble in their churches and places of
prayer on 25 March, so that God’s Holy People may raise a heartfelt and
choral plea to Mary our Mother.”

At the 5:30 pm mass on Friday, March 25 at the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Saint John, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the
Diocese of Saint John responded to this request by holding a consecration
on behalf of the Diocese of Saint John.

“Today, we join in a prayer of consecration to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, something that had been requested by Our Lady at Fatima already
back in 1917 when she appeared to the three visionaries of Fatima from
May 13 to October 13 on the 13th of each month,” he said.

In these visions to the children, Mary shared prophecies that related to
elements of the secrets, prophecy and revelations allegedly related to the
Second World War and possibly more global wars in the future, particu-
larly the Virgin's request for the Consecration of Russia to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary.

The bishop reminded the faithful that, “Our Lady offered preventative
solutions for these prophecies in the form of a request to pray the rosary.”

Noting that many consecrations have taken place throughout history,
Bishop Riesbeck said “the fact that the Holy Father is consecrating Russia

again to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, along with Ukraine, begs the
question why there is no current era of peace, given the situation in Ukraine
at the moment.”

Reminding people that there can never be enough consecrations to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, he said, “Our Lady not only asked for the
consecration for the conversion of Russia and peace in the world, but also
for the First Saturdays devotion so that the faithful could participate in
Communion to make reparation. Then we will see the triumph of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary.”

Encouraging people to devote themselves anew to Our Lady’s request,
he said, “in our diocese the faithful do have the possibility to fulfill this
request of Our Lady on the First Saturday of every month as masses are
offered on First Saturdays in a number of parishes in every region of our
diocese. The mass times and locations are available on our Diocesan
website. I encourage you to participate in this important devotion, and
pray the rosary.”

Bishop Riesbeck reminded people that, “the Blessed Virgin Mary pow-
erfully intercedes for us who are in need of God’s mercy. We know that
our lives are changed when we experience God’s mercy. We desire to live
for God, believing in him, being missionary disciples and apostles of mercy.
Only a life lived in union with God will bring us lasting happiness and the
peace that we all yearn for.”

Concluding with a powerful exhortation to trust Mary he said, “in en-
trusting ourselves to Mary’s maternal care and protection, we benefit
from her intercession, joining our feeble efforts to her powerful prayers,
and her closeness to Jesus. We confidently entrust Russia and Ukraine
today to her powerful intercession and ask her to watch over us with her
maternal care and protection.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Church finances must be 'exemplary,' 'irreproachable,' pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Financial and judicial reforms are meant not only to
bring the Vatican up to date with international standards of transparency
but also to make the church's structure reflect "an increasingly evangelical
style," Pope Francis said.

Meeting in mid-March with judges, prosecutors, investigators and other
members of the Vatican's state tribunal, the pope said that when it comes
to financial management and transparency, "the church must be exem-
plary and irreproachable, especially on the part of those who hold impor-
tant roles of responsibility."

The pope's comments at the formal opening of the court's judicial year
came less than a week before Cardinal Angelo Becciu, former prefect of
the Congregation for Saints' Causes, was expected to testify at a trial
against him and nine other defendants on charges related to financial mal-
feasance.

The trial revolves around a controversial property deal in which the
Vatican lost millions of dollars. At the time of the property deal, then-
Archbishop Becciu served as "sostituto," the No. 3 position in the Vatican
Secretariat of State.

The Italian cardinal, who is accused of embezzlement, also will be ques-
tioned about his alleged involvement in misappropriating Vatican funds and
redirecting them to Spes, a Caritas organization run by his brother, Tonino
Becciu, in his home Diocese of Ozieri, Sardinia.

Welcoming the members of the Vatican court, Pope Francis thanked
them for the "dedication with which they engage in the delicate service of
the administration of justice." Even in the court's work, he said,
"synodality," is necessary, because in judicial matters, all participants in a
trial "are called to contribute to ascertaining the truth through cross-exami-
nation, comparison of arguments and careful examination of the evidence."

"This walking together therefore requires an exercise of listening, which,
as we know, belongs to the very nature of a just process. In judicial
activity, magistrates are required to constantly exercise honest listening to
what is argued and demonstrated by the parties, without prejudice or
preconceived ideas," the pope said.

While justice implies a careful evaluation of "opposing positions" and
discernment, he said, it must "always be combined with instances of
mercy, which ultimately invite conversion and forgiveness."

"There is a complementarity between these two poles and a balance
must be sought, in the awareness that, if it is true that mercy without
justice leads to the dissolution of the social order, it is also true that mercy
is the fullness of justice and the most luminous of the truth of God," the
pope said.

Further work is needed, he said, to update legislation "in the area of
criminal procedure and international cooperation," as well as in the devel-
opment of procedures that allow for the pursuit of justice and the protec-
tion of all, "especially the weakest and most fragile."

"Indeed, law and judgment must always be at the service of truth and
justice, as well as of the evangelical virtue of charity," the pope said.§
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(continued from page 8)
"For so many the word 'sorry' will release people from carrying

that shame," she told reporters.
Fiona Ryan, commissioner for Victims of Institutional Child-

hood Abuse, paid tribute to the "courage of all survivors."
"The fact that the inquiry happened is due to the victims and

survivors themselves, who fought to be seen and heard by an
officialdom that was largely blind and deaf to the abuse they had
suffered, to their anger and to their ongoing pain," she said.

Jon McCourt from the group Survivors North West said the
politicians' words were "touching." However, he said the church
representatives spoke "without emotion."

Mr. McCourt said he does not believe religious leaders atoned
for their actions and called for religious organizations to make a
"significant contribution" to the survivors' redress scheme.

While Northern Ireland's power-sharing institutions were sus-
pended in 2019 due to a political impasse, the British government
passed legislation to allow the establishment of a redress board
for payments. Its late chairman, Sir Anthony Hart, had recom-
mended compensation, an apology and a permanent memorial to
be erected in Belfast. An agreement has still to be reached on the
nature of the monument.

Archbishop Eamon Martin of Armagh, Northern Ireland, president
of the Irish bishops' conference, described the event as "an opportu-
nity for everyone, in church and society, to express our sincere admi-
ration for all survivors of institutional abuse who have uncovered the
enormity of harshness and brutality that they experienced."

"The courage, perseverance and determination of survivors has
helped bring to light the truth about what happened in the past and
ensure that lessons are learned, so that these awful things are
prevented from happening again," he said.

"On behalf of the Catholic Church in Ireland, I repeat today my
unreserved apology to all those who suffered from their horrific
experience in church-run institutions, and to their loved ones. Today
is a day of mixed emotions for them. Their reactions to today's
apologies must be heard and respected. Words are not enough and
will never undo the harm that has been caused," he said.

He added that it was "totally understandable that those abused may
find it hard to forgive or be reconciled with the church. That is why
we must do everything we can to demonstrate that we are serious
about making reparation for the sins and crimes of the past."§

Apologize to abuse survivors

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On March 22, 2022, during the third evening of
the Lenten Revitalization Series at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Dio-
cese of Saint John, welcomed seminarian Stephen Mawhinney to
give a talk on praise and thanksgiving.

“He comes seeking ordination, in our diocese, by virtue of the pas-
toral provision for former ministers and other ecclesial Christian
ecclesial communities, to have the opportunity to continue to serve
the people of God as ordained priests,” the bishop explained. “He is
continuing formation and is currently doing a pastoral internship at
Holy Redeemer Parish [in Saint John].”

Seminarian encourages people to find stability in Jesus
Mr. Mawhinney began his talk by introducing a scripture. “My text

is “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever,” and that’s
taken from Hebrews,” he said.

“I’m a Catholic. As the bishop just said, I was a Protestant,” he
explained. “For many years, I taught Bible studies, I led times of
praise and worship; I preached on Sundays; I married and buried the
faithful. But I didn’t have what you’d call a consistent prayer life. At
times, I could be on a mountaintop, and other times I could be in a
valley; at times I felt close to God and at other times I felt distant from
him. At times, I felt certain about my faith. And at other times I felt
strained, the life of genuine praise and thanksgiving — it seemed to
elude me. You ever been there?”

Mr. Mawhinney said this situation, “gave me pause to think what if
the struggles in prayer that I was having weren’t about my circum-
stances, my possessions, my comforts, my security.”

He said that he began to take a hard look at himself, and how his
circumstances might be negatively affecting his relationship with Je-
sus.

“We know it’s never easy to be objective, or honest about your-
self,” he said. “But as I considered my prayer life, I saw a pattern:
when things were good, my prayer life was good. And when things
were difficult, well my prayer life took a hit. That way of living was
affecting my prayer life, and making me vulnerable to life circum-
stances, because life with its many twists and turns could be kind one
minute, [then] cruel.”

Mr. Mawhinney said that he longed for a stable prayer life, “one in
which I could offer Christ all the praise and thanksgiving he deserves.
And that’s where my scripture from Hebrews comes in. Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today, forever. I knew that truth, if taken to
heart, could change my life.”

This let him to “make a mark and put a stake in the ground. I began
looking at my circumstances through his [Jesus’] eyes. Nothing can
happen today that he and I cannot overcome together, and it worked.
His stability became mine. And here’s the best part in the process,
praise and thanksgiving in prayer followed naturally. I can say to you
with confidence, the most important thing about praise and thanks-
giving in prayer isn’t our circumstances, it’s the one we’re praying
to. What a liberation.”

Mr. Mawhinney was confident in his proclamation that, “Happy,
sad, good, bad — it really doesn’t matter — praise and thanksgiving is
present because [Jesus] is the same. Yesterday, today, and forever.”

He concluded with a challenge for anyone feeling a similar dryness
in prayer. “I’m reaching out to anyone here who might be in the same
or similar situation that I was in. I want to encourage you. Base your
life on his [Jesus’] stability instead of your circumstances. He’s worth
trusting, and it’s worth trying. If you ever have any doubt about this,
just look up at the crucifix in church. There’s the proof.”

He then led the congregation in prayer.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place immediately fol-

lowing the 12:10 pm mass and the 5:30 pm mass at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception on Tuesdays during Lent. The Lenten
Revitalization Series, which includes the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion, short teachings on prayer, the Diocesan rosary and quiet prayer
with intermittent worship, takes place on Tuesday evenings between
6 and 9 pm during Lent to April 5.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Psalms of a Lent Journey
Heard in a Home, or on the Phone

Psalm 126
The Lord brings us back to Zion,
we are like dreamers,
laughing, dancing,
with songs on our lips.

Other nations say,
“A new world of wonders!
The Lord is with them.”
Yes, God works wonders.
Rejoice! Be glad!

Lord, bring us back
as water to thirsty land.
Those sowing in tears
reap, singing and laughing.

They left weeping, weeping,
carrying the seed!.
They come back singing, singing,
holding high the harvest.
Silence

c. Psalter: icel 1994 audite119@bellaliant.net

Obituary

MORRISON, A. ELIZABETH ‘Betty’ — It is with saddened hearts
that the family of Anna Elizabeth “Betty” (Driscoll) Morrison announce
her passing, which occurred on Sunday, March 20, 2022 at the Turnbull
Nursing Home.  Born in Saint John on February 2, 1928, she was the
daughter of the late Thomas Edward and Anna Louise (Carlgren) Driscoll
and wife of the late John F. “Chuck” Morrison for 56 years, until his
passing in 2006.

She is survived by her three daughters, Jo-Ann Folkins (Andy), Beth
Farrah (Kim) and Nancy Taylor (Arnold); she was a loving Nana who
was always proud of her seven grandchildren, Jill and Jeff Folkins, Mat-
thew (Andy), Katherine (Candia) and Meaghan (Femi) Farrah, Laura Carr
(Drew) and Sarah Taylor.  She is also survived by one great-granddaugh-
ter, Kaia; one brother, James Murray Driscoll (Marty); as well as many
nieces, nephews, cousins, godchildren and friends.  Besides her parents
and husband, she was predeceased by two brothers, Edward Driscoll
(Rita) and William Driscoll (Hyordis); two sisters, Mary Daley (Fred) and
Helen Lefaive (Walter) and two nephews, Matthew “Buddy” Driscoll and
William Lefaive.

She rested  at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial was be celebrated from Holy Redeemer Parish (St. Pius X Church),
Saint John. Interment took place in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§

GREEEN, MANGELLA CARMELLA — Oon March 17th, 2022.
Mangella (Mange), battled breast cancer for 5 years, succumbing to the
illness and Bobby’s Hospice surrounded by her loving family.  Mange was
born September 25th, 1958, grew up on the West side of Saint John and
continued to reside on the west side with her loving husband of 44 years,
Stephen Green and her two sons, Chris (Michaela), and Greg (Jodi),
Green.  Mange was predeceased by her parents, Theresa LeBlanc, April
8th, 2021, and Edward LeBlanc August 5th, 2016.

Mange is also survived by her siblings Jamie LeBlanc (Michelle), Doreen
Belyea (Reg Burbridge), Danny LeBlanc (Shyanne) and Tammy Gallant
(Cory), she also shared a special bond with her nieces, and nephews. She
will be missed by grandchildren Carmen, Lily, Connor, Brycen, Weslee,
and Mason.

Arrangements were in the care of Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A
Mass of Christian Burial was held from Our Lady of Assumption Church,
Saint John. Interment followed in Greenwood Cemetery, Saint John.§

Executive
Director

 Villa Madonna Retreat House is seeking a dynamic and
innovative leader to manage the operations of the Villa
Madonna Retreat House in Rothesay, NB.
 Villa Madonna Retreat House is nestled in 102 acres of
rustic woodland on the shores of the beautiful Kennebecasis
River just 10 minutes east of Saint John. The facility is open
year-round with overnight accommodations, full-service
dining, and well equipped meeting spaces. http://
villamadonna.ca

The ideal candidate would possess:
• Commitment to our Mission:  A mature Catholic faith
and spirituality with an awareness and understanding of other
Christian ecclesial communities and inter-faith groups.
• Interpersonal Skills: Excellent supervisory and
communication skills including a demonstrated ability and
commitment to work in a strong team environment.
• Financial Acumen:  Financial management skills and
experience with knowledge of funding opportunities through
grants from government and private programs.
• Management Skills: Experience in a retreat/conference
centre management and outreach ministry or an equivalent
combination of education and experience will be considered.
• Technology Skills:  Working knowledge of Microsoft
Office and QuickBooks and willingness to learn additional
software programs appropriate to the role

Compensation Package
 • Salary will be based on qualifications and relevant
experience.
 • Option to live on-site (for a single individual) that would
include room and board.
 • Pension plan and health/dental coverage.

Applications including a cover letter and resume
contained in one document can be submitted to

villamadonna2022 @gmail.com
on or before 4:00 pm, April 12, 2022.

Applications received after this date will not be considered.
The Villa Madonna thanks all applicants for their interest, however,

only those selected for an interview will be contacted.


