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LAC STE. ANNE, AB — For Indigenous people in western
Canada, the waters of Lac Ste. Anne have always been known
for their healing power. Story page 8. (Steve SImon photo)

ROME — (Photo right) Canadian sculptor Timothy Schmalz
presented his latest piece, Life Monument, a bronze and steel
sculpture of Mary and the unborn Jesus in her womb in Rome,
May 27, 2022.  Story page 3.  (CNS photo/Carol Glatz)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John dons an orange t-shirt. The t-shirts were created
by the wives of the NB State Council of the Knights of
Columbus to raise funds for the Diocese of Saint John
Indigenous Reconciliation Fund. Story page 2.

Back in 2009 Douglas Beaumont  wrote The Message Behind
the Movie: How to Engage with a Film Without Disengaging
Your Faith. It implored Christians to dig deeper. Story page
6. (Photo courtesy of Douglas Beaumont)
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New FreemanThe
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Every year the wives of
the New Brunswick State Council of the
Knights of Columbus plan a fund-raising event
which allows them to raise money for vari-
ous charities. This year, they have decided
on the Indigenous Solidarity Fund.

“It was decided that [the group] would
design and sell Orange T-Shirts,” Charlene
Pelletier, wife of State Deputy Gilles Pelletier said.
“Once it was approved by the New Brunswick
State Council Executives, the work began.”

With the help of a Cricut machine [a Cricut
is an electronic cutting machine that can cut
all sorts of designs from materials like paper,
vinyl, card stock, and iron-on transfers], Ms.
Pelletier, along with assistance from a good
friend, set up a design for the t-shirts and
produced an order of 50 – 100 t-shirts.

“There were various ideas and trials made
with the help of Graydon Nicholas [former
lieutenant governor of New Brunswick]”
Ms. Pelletier said. “He checked everything
out for approval with the Supreme Office
of the Knights of Columbus and then our
work began. Graydon was able to get the
translations done for us in Wolastoqiyik
(Maliseet) and Mi’kmaq. He suggested that
we add NB Knights of Columbus so it
would leave it open for other provinces to
follow suit.”

Ms. Pelletier said this idea was well re-
ceived, and demand for orange shirts
quickly exceeded their initial production.

“As soon as the translations were com-
pleted, we were able to get the three lan-
guages on the t-shirts and the final design
was decided and accepted,” she said. “At
this point, orders came in and the 50 – 100
t-shirts had now
turned into 211. Due
to the high volume,
we needed to find a
local business to see
if they could help.”

Ms. Pelletier is
pleased with the re-
sults of this
fundraiser so far,
which is proving to
be a great success.

“Advertising the t-
shirts was a breeze
and the t-shirts sold

Orange shirt sales to support
Indigenous Reconciliation Fund

themselves,” she said. “The orders came
in fast and furious. Another 166 were or-
dered bringing the new total to 377. The t-
shirts were pre-ordered from councils, bin-
gos, friends, and families. This was an
amazing fundraiser. Since the 377 orders
in April, another 55 have been pre-ordered
and will go fast.”

The  t-shirt fundraiser will continue until
National Truth and Reconciliation Day, Sep-
tember 30, when Ms. Pelletier plans to join
her husband in presenting a cheque for the
total amount raised to Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John
to be directed the Indigenous Reconcilia-
tion Fund of the diocese.

“On this day we hope to see a sea of or-
ange all over New Brunswick in support of
the Every Child Matters [campaign],” she said.

Anyone who is interested in placing an
order for the orange t-shirts should do so
quickly.

“They are available in sizes, small, medium,
large, extra large, 2extra large, 3xtra large and
4xtra large, while supplies last,” Ms. Pelletier
said. “The t-shirts are very popular. We are
certain that by the time July 1st, there will be
a shortage of orange t-shirts from distribu-
tors. Don’t delay if you are interested. Now
is the time to place your order!”

T-shirts are $20 each with all the pro-
ceeds being donated to the Indigenous Soli-
darity Fund of the Diocese of Saint John.
Orders can be place by email to
Charlene.pelletier @gmail.com or by calling
506-333-6759. Payment can be made by e-
transfers to Charlene.pelletier@gmail.com.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Canadian artist installs pro-life sculpture of Jesus in the womb in Rome
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

ROME — If "beauty will save the world,"
as Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky said,
then "perhaps beauty can also save the un-
born," said Canadian artist Timothy Schmalz.

"Artwork has the power to persuade and
convince and move people," and "the more
representations we have of a mother and child
... in our visual landscape," the better, he said.

Mr. Schmalz spoke with Catholic News
Service and other reporters in Rome May 27
to present his latest sculpture: the "Life Monu-
ment," which is permanently installed at the
Church of San Marcello al Corso in the center
of the city.

The 8-foot-tall bronze statue depicts Mary
embracing her pregnant belly, which reveals
a womb made of polished stainless steel with
the unborn baby Jesus. The mirroring effect
of the womb allows viewers to see themselves
in the womb, as a reminder that their lives,
too, started in a womb, he said.

Mr. Schmalz said his hope is to offer a pro-
life message that reminds people of their own
gift of life and the beauty of art to touch the

hearts of those who are in favor of legalized
abortion.

"I just do not want to preach to the choir,"
noting how the church where the statue is
displayed is visited by countless tourists.

He said he wanted the piece not to be "a
weapon of confrontation," but seen as "a cel-
ebration."

"I did not want to make a pro-life sculpture
that offends anyone," because the method of
using horrifying images of dead unborn ba-
bies "is not working" and those who need
convincing "are not going to learn anything,"
he said.

If they can see the beauty in unborn life, he
said, "perhaps that will be some sort of per-
suasion" to make them think more deeply
about all human life as being beautiful.

When it comes to "touchy" hot-button is-
sues, he said, "you have to use beauty and
love or it's just not going to work."

"If I can move that dialogue one step closer
to some understanding and love on both sides,
then the sculpture is a great tool, it's a great
instrument," he said.

A "colossal" version of the life-size statue
in Rome is now on tour in the United States,

starting in Texas, and will end up at its per-
manent home in Washington, D.C., outside
the Theological College of the Catholic Uni-
versity of America, right across the street from
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception.

Mr. Schmalz said he hopes to have copies
of the Life Monument permanently installed
in other countries, too.

He said he has plans to unveil a new piece
highlighting the value of the elderly as part of an
expanding series of pro-life pieces, which in-
cludes his "Homeless Jesus" sleeping on a park
bench and "Angels Unawares," depicting a group
of migrants and refugees on a boat.

The Catholic Church needs to rediscover
the value and impact of "the power of the
visual," he said.

In the past, the visual arts were instrumen-
tal in teaching the faith to a largely illiterate
society, he said. But today, the problem is not
that people cannot read, it is that they have no
time to read.

People "need visual bites," he said, and if the
Catholic Church can continue "to put these posi-
tive messages that are relevant today out there,
then they're evangelizing silently, subtly."§

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ST. STEPHEN — On Thursday, May 26,
2022, St. Croix Parish (which encompasses
the communities of St. Stephen and St. An-

St. Croix Parish learns about healing and reconciliation
drew’s-by-the-Sea) invited  Graydon
Nicholas, former lieutenant governor of New
Brunswick, to deliver a workshop on healing
and reconciliation.

Held at St. Stephen Catholic Church on
Milltown Boulevard in St. Stephen, this event
was well attended by many faithful, who had
a strong desire to learn more about the his-
tory of residential schools and the path to rec-
onciliation.

The evening was a blessing to all who at-
tended, including Kay Mennie of Pennfield.

“May 26th is indeed an evening to remem-
ber, with a visit to our parish, from the Hon-
ourable Gradon Nicholas,” Ms. Mennie said.
“What a deeply spiritual, highly knowledge-
able, very humble and forgiving gentleman.
His talk, presentation of slides, and his will-
ingness to answer all questions was truly in-
spiring. I feel that every person present was
as deeply touched, having heard the details,
as I was.”

During his presentation, Mr. Nicholas spoke
about the importance of Our Lady of
Guadalupe for Indigenous Peoples, in her ap-
pearance to St. Juan Diego as an Indigenous
woman who spoke to him in his own Indig-
enous language, inspiring the conversion of
millions of Aztec peoples to Christianity.

He recalled the words of St. John Paul II
during his meeting with the Native Peoples of
Canada in Midland Ontario in 1984, “Not only
is Christianity relevant to the Indian peoples,
but Christ, in the members of his Body, is
himself Indian.”

Ms. Mennie is grateful for the important
work Mr. Nicholas is doing to educate people
about healing and reconciliation.

“Mr. Nicholas has worked tirelessly over
the years to bring to light the true picture of
this tragic situation,” she said.

“With truth and sincerity, we can no longer
be passers-by,” she said. “We must get in-
volved and build bridges, fill gaps, and do our
part to bring about reconciliation, and peace
between us and our Indigenous brothers and
sisters. The Honourable Mr. Nicholas has
opened my eyes and my heart. There is so
much to absorb. Mr. Nicholas was such a
good speaker — every Catholic should hear
him.”

Mr. Nicholas’ full presentation is available
on the St. Croix Parish website, http://
stcroixparish.ca/history/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §Graydon Nicholas (Mark Petersen photo)
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Trinity — questions and mysteries?
What? How? Why? Who? So what? Our lives are full of questions.

Sometimes, Google or Alexa offers an answer to some questions.
But rarely do we find responses to the our fundamental human ques-
tions, those that we discover in our hearts. What does my life really
mean? Why am I here in this time and place? How can I be happy and
content?  Who are the significant persons in my life?  These are our
great questions and the answers are neither simple, nor readily clear.

There are certain points in our lives when these questions seem to
loom larger and more pressing. For some this time of year is one of
those moments.  Spring for many is the time of graduation. It is one
of those moments when our lives face change and so the questions of
our heart are significant. Such moments be frequent in our lives, and
the responses will always be fluid, still evolving, now and for the rest
of our lives.

Faith addresses many of our questions of meaning. Faith is not
about our head, it  rests in the heart and it bears on our great ques-
tions. One of the big questions, directly addressed in our Christian
faith is who or what is this God in whom we place our trust and to
whom we are related in faith.

Watch a Mum hug her child. See a Dad hug his daughter. Notice a
loving couple holding each other in an embrace. Witness a husband
and wife hold each other in a hospital. A hug is a mysterious thing.
Without words a hug seems to say it all. It expresses the love be-
tween two persons. It will bond, it will heal, it brings life, it offers
comfort, it mends. A hug expresses a love that no words can de-
scribe. A hug is truly a mystery.

But a mystery is more than just something we cannot explain. A
mystery is something the meaning of which can never be exhausted.
Such a truth or experience will always be ever new, ever able to bring
us to a new place in our lives. Much as we like clear, black and white
answers, it is the mysteries of our lives that generate the most life,
promise and hope. Hugs and the love they express are just such mys-
teries. Perhaps they help us recognize our God

Our God is Trinity — Father, Son, Spirit. This is one of the deepest

and the earliest beliefs of the Christian
Tradition. It is also most expressive
of our image of God. To have an im-
age of God that expresses love and
harmony, compassion and care, healing and comfort — this is image
of the Trinity. We can talk about it, we can provide analogies for it,
but we can never explain or exhaust its meaning.

To see God as Mother or Father, a loving, life-giving parent is to
see our God as creator, giving life to all that is. This is our God who
gives and sustains life in all the universe. More than this, this is the
God, who like a parent loves life into existence and supports it with
this same inexhaustible love.

This loving, creating God has come among us in Jesus, the incar-
nation of God. So great is the love held in the heart of our God that it
spills out in an overflowing flood as God takes on our humanity in the
person of Jesus. God is with us, Emmanuel.

Such love cannot be just for a moment or a time. It is constant and
forever. In the Spirit we are given the continuous hug of our God. We
cannot win or lose it. It is ever with us, in our joys and sorrows, our
good times and our bad. Like the hug of the mother, the embrace of
the father, the love of our God, expressed in the Trinity has a warmth
and comfort that draws us together. We are held in the heart of God.
What an overflowing mystery!

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Nigeria slaughter hits home for African-Canadians
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

NIGERIA — With 22 dead and about 50 people injured in a Pente-
cost Sunday massacre in a Catholic church in northwestern Nigeria,
African Catholics in Canada are left shaking their heads and praying
for peace.

Even if the African-Canadians who gather at the African Catholic
Community in Holy Name Church along the Danforth in Toronto
come from at least a dozen different countries, the situation in Nigeria
touches the hearts of everyone in the parish, said African Catholic
Community pastoral council chair Cleopas Leke.

“The concern is about all Africans, all Africa,” Mr. Leke told The
Catholic Register. “How come we Africans always feel that we are
not secure?”

The security African immigrants feel in Canada is always shad-
owed by the insecurity they left behind, Mr. Leke said.

“We have family living there. We have brothers living there. All our
soul is there,” he said. “If they kill people in Africa, they kill us. When
there’s no security, there’s no security for our friends, our relatives,
our families. We cannot support living in a world now that is still on
fire. We don’t get that. We never get that.”

Though the community that Father Alex Osei, national director of
the Pontifical Society of St. Peter the Apostle in Toronto, pastors at
St. Andrew’s Church in Etobicoke is mainly Congolese, the attack in
Nigeria still hits close to home for African Catholics from all over the
continent.

“As an African, when you hear, especially as Christians, that this is
happening — a shooting in a church during Mass — everybody is
worried and talking about it,” Fr. Osei said.

Aid to the Church in Need [ACN], which has highlighted violence
against Christians in Nigeria for years, called on “political and reli-
gious leaders in the world to firmly and explicitly condemn this ter-
rorist attack.”

“The identity of the perpetrators remains unknown while the situa-
tion has left the community devastated,” Diocese of Ondo director of
communications Father Augustine Ikwu told ACN. “The bishop ap-
peals that we remain calm, be law-abiding and pray for peace and
normalcy to return to our community, state and country.”

At an Aid to the Church in Need press conference a week before
the shootings, Archbishop of Kaduna, Matthew Man-Oso Ndagoso
called on Nigeria’s government to act on the root causes of out-of-
control violence in Nigeria.

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Women, inequality and feminism
There are still people everywhere who believe there’s no longer

any issue regarding the status of women. Widespread is the belief
that today, at least in democratic countries, women enjoy full equal-
ity with men. As well, for many, feminism is a bad word, politi-
cally charged, representing a radical liberal ideology whose agenda
is at odds with traditional family values. What’s to be said about
this?

First off, feminism, like Christianity, is a wide term that includes
both healthy and strident expressions. There are good feminists
and there are strident ones, as is true too of Christians.  Be that as
it may, my main purpose here is to suggest that nothing can be
further from the truth than the naïve belief that gender equality
has been achieved — anywhere. It hasn’t, not by a long shot.

Why do I say this? Before offering more substantial evidence,
let me highlight just one example. I live in the West, in the United
States, in America, in Texas, in San Antonio (a very Christian and
compassionate city), in a democratic culture that prides itself and
believes itself to be a beacon to the world vis-à-vis human rights
and women’s equality. Yet, as I read our daily newspaper, rarely
does a single week go by wherein there isn’t the report of a woman
dying because of domestic violence. Moreover, these are only re-
ports of women being murdered by a domestic partner; the num-
bers are no doubt astronomically higher in terms of women suf-
fering physical and sexual abuse in our homes. Note, in 90% of
these cases it’s the woman who dies.

However, to substantiate the claim that women still suffer, mas-
sively and disproportionately, from inequality, let me cite a series
of comments from a recent book Awakening, by Joan Chittister:

 “The fact is that two-thirds of the poor of the world are
women, two-thirds of the illiterate of the world are women and
two-thirds of the hungry of the world are women. Oppression of
half the human race cannot be explained by accident. … Women
are most of the poor, most of the refugees, most of the unedu-
cated, most of the beaten and most of the rejected of the world.”

 “The history of women is one of historical and universal
oppression, discrimination and violence. In Buddhism, women who
have led lives of total spiritual dedication are trained to take orders
from the youngest of the male monks. In Islam, women are re-
quired to veil their heads and cover their bodies to express their
unworthiness and signal the fact that they belong to some man. In

Hinduism, women are abandoned by
their husbands for higher pursuits and
larger dowries or held responsible for his death by virtue of a
woman’s bad karma. In most forms of Judaism, women are de-
nied access to religious ritual and education. In Christianity, until
recently and in many sectors yet, the legal rights of women have
been equated with those of minor children; wife-beating is pro-
tected by domestic right and even the spiritual life of women is
dictated, directed, and controlled by the men of the faith.”

Moreover, Ms. Chittister highlights an irony that generally goes
unrecognized and, worse still, is often used to camouflage our
failure to accord women equal status. Here’s the irony. Many of
us nurture, consciously or unconsciously, an attitude that might
aptly be called a romantic feminism wherein we over-idealize and
over-exalt women and, ironically but understandably, by that very
token end up denying them full equality. This is how Ms. Chittister
puts it: “on no other class, surely has so much poetry, so much
music, so many flowers, so much adulation, so much tolerance,
so much romantic love and so little moral and intellectual, spiritual
and human respect been lavished.” In essence, an over-idealiza-
tion of women, tells them: you’re so special and wonderful that
you shouldn’t be treated in same way as men!

I’m old enough to have lived through a couple of generations of
feminism. In the 1980s and 1990s, when I taught theology in a
couple of universities, feminism, both healthy and strident, was
very strong within the faculty and in much of the student body. I
confess that I wasn’t always at ease with it, particularly with its
often-militant tone. I sensed its legitimacy, even as I feared its
stridency.

Well, times have changed. Today, in the classrooms I teach,
more and more, I’m meeting women, younger women, who have
little sympathy or use for the feminism of the 1980s and 1990s.
There’s almost a patronizing attitude towards those women who pio-
neered the feminist agenda. Partly, it’s a generational thing that’s un-
derstandable. Partly, however, it’s also a naiveté, an unfounded belief
that the battle has been won, that women have now achieved full
equality, that there’s no need any longer for the old-style battles.

So, when I read Ms. Chittister’s grim statistics and read about
domestic violence almost daily in our newspapers, I long for those
feisty feminists I once met in classrooms and at faculty meetings
all those years ago.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-win-
ning author. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 4)
“The government has failed us completely. It is the absence of

good government that is causing this. Bandits, Boko Haram,
kidnappings — these are all symptoms of injustice, of the corruption
that is in the system. Unless we can get to the root of the issue, we
will be fighting a losing battle.”

“Nowhere seems to be safe again in our country, not even the
sacred precincts of a church,” said Archbishop Lucius Ugorji, presi-
dent of the Nigerian Catholic bishops’ conference.

The Archbishop of Lagos placed the blame at the feet of the Nige-
rian government.

“Security is in shambles, the economy has failed as the majority of
Nigerians are living in extreme poverty, and even the trend in politics
gives a lot of concern to the average Nigerian,” said Archbishop Al-
fred Adewale Martins, calling on leaders to step up efforts to prevent
similar attacks. §

Nigeria slaughter hits home

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. June 17, 2022Page 6

Christians need to take in the artistic view along with any bad elements of film
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Back in 2009 Douglas Beaumont issued a
challenge to Christian moviegoers.

The U.S. academic wrote The Message
Behind the Movie: How to Engage with a
Film Without Disengaging Your Faith. It im-
plored Christians who are hardcore resisters
of Hollywood, and the ones who consume all
things Tinseltown without discernment, to dig
deeper.

With a masters in apologetics from South-
ern Evangelical Seminary, Mr. Beaumont ad-
vocated there are benefits and values in learn-
ing how to be an informed film viewer.

His passion for this topic remained
undimmed in the years that followed. Accord-
ingly, he enthusiastically accepted Ignatius
Press’ offer in 2020 to rework his book for a
Catholic audience. The rebooted version of
The Message Behind the Movie was released
in April.

Multiple transformative events
occurred in Mr. Beaumont’s life
since the debut version was pub-

lished. These experiences inspired him to
adopt new perspectives and insights.

“Since I wrote the first book, I got a PhD
in theology,” said Mr. Beaumont. “I was evan-
gelical when I wrote the first book, but I
joined the Catholic faith, which led to me gain-
ing new ideas and appreciation for the his-
toric Church, which is embedded through-
out the book. Also, there was some material
that I would have liked to have seen in the
original, but it got edited out.”

A few of these ideas Mr. Beaumont alludes
to includes a couple more considerations to
support the existence of God, and he delves
into the topic of evil, a topic he didn’t address
it in the original edition.

The Message Behind the Movie: How to
Engage with a Film Without Disengaging Your
Faith is divided into three acts.

Act one is entitled Watching and Under-
standing. The chapters in this section navi-
gated how a story is told versus what a story
tells, characters and confrontations, sights and
sounds, worlds and worldviews, and mean-
ing and messages. It also inquires if any good
products can come out of Hollywood.

Evaluating and Discussing, act two, is the
theological section of the publication. He pro-
vides insights on how film consumers can
discern how faith, reality, deity and Christi-
anity are manifested on their viewing screen.

Applauding or Avoiding is the title of the
final act. Here Mr. Beaumont answers the
question on when we should watch and when
we should skip.

Mr. Beaumont closes his book by marshal-
ling all the concepts and tools communicated
throughout the manuscript into an analysis of
the 1998 Jim Carrey comedy-drama The
Truman Show.

Mr. Beaumont said he is grounded in a view

Douglas Beaumont
(Photo courtesy of Douglas Beaumont)
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of art that “really focuses on its catharsis and
means of communication, and not so caught
up in the style elements that I thought most
evangelicals were looking at when they were
reviewing films.”

“You look at these reviews and they are
often written for parents to help them deter-
mine if their child can watch. There is a real
tight focus on how many cuss words, and
how many exact times you will see this or
hear that. That information is very valuable
for a number of reasons, but unfortunately
that seems to be where most stop,” he said.

“They don’t give much consideration to the
artistic view of the point of some of these
elements. I just felt like having a more fully
informed view of not being offended if I saw
or heard something problematic. Let’s see
how it plays into the message of the movie.
And if the message is a good one, a powerful
one, maybe those elements should be there.”

For example, it might assault the senses to
hear a deluge of incendiary profanities come
of the mouth of a character, but are there
cases where this language can help enlighten
your understanding the environment that pro-
tagonist inhabits. Maybe that person needs to
adopt an abrasive personality mask to sur-
vive in a tough world?.

Mr. Beaumont agrees with the quote from
the late critic Roger Ebert that films can be “a
machine that generates empathy.” He hopes
that The Message Behind the Movie: How to
Engage with a Film Without Disengaging Your
Faith can help Catholic Christians learn how
to take the strides to fully step outside his or
herself to see the world through the eyes of
someone else for two hours.

Learn more about the book and Mr.
Beaumont’s other contributions to Catholic
writing at douglasbeaumont.com.§
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COURTEOUS
MECHANICS

OPEN
MON - SAT

137 CITY RD.
PH: 635-8710
OR 642-7995

LEGERE’S
GARAGE LTD.
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — More than a week after the final pieces of scaf-
folding were removed from the inside of the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Saint John, faithful who frequent this church
for mass continue to be in awe. The atmosphere is brighter, the acous-
tics clearer, and there is a new energy about the building as work
continues to clean up following this phase of the restoration work,
including the recent waxing of the terrazzo floors to a brilliant shine.

As work forges ahead, there is still much work ahead to preserve
this sacred and historic Cathedral, and Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, has made it clear that, while being
good stewards of the building means taking care of the physical struc-
ture, the work that is needed extends beyond simple esthetics.

“These last two and a half years have helped me gain an under-
standing of the vital need the Cathedral, our mother church, fulfills in
our diocese, in the City of Saint John and beyond. The Cathedral is

important, not only for its heritage value, but also for the missionary
outreach and spiritual revitalization it provides in an area of the dio-
cese that desperately needs a Catholic Christian presence,” Bishop
Riesbeck wrote in a letter to the faithful on May 18. “We are not just
restoring a building but restoring hearts and souls to Jesus.”

Spiritual and physical restoration a priority at Cathedral
The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is important not only

for its heritage value in the city but also for the ongoing missionary
outreach and evangelization that takes place in one of the poorest
areas of the diocese.

Pope Francis reminds everyone in Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii
Gaudium, that a parish should be “a community of communities, a
sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their jour-
ney, and a centre of constant missionary outreach” (par. 28).

 If the Cathedral is to remain a beacon of hope in the diocese, it
must be a place where people encounter Christ and are changed. To
that end, during the weekend of June 19, 2022, the Solemnity of the
Body and Blood of Christ, two important outreach events have been
planned that all faithful of the diocese are invited to attend:

On Friday, June 17, beginning at 5:30 pm the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception is hosting a community BBQ at 91 Waterloo
Street. This outreach of the church community will be followed by
Adoration, Prayer and Worship from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm inside the
Cathedral, with prayer ministry available, and worship to be provided
by Mary Beth Marks.

On Sunday, June 19, there will be a Eucharistic Procession for the
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi). The
procession will begin immediately following the 11:45 am mass, pro-
ceeding around the Cathedral block, and will conclude with Benedic-
tion in the Cathedral.

Both events are opportunities for the faithful to witness the true
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist by bringing the Lord outside of the
church and out into the neighbourhood, where people can see and
adore him, and be welcomed back into the church for prayer if they
wish.

Bishop Riesbeck also announced in his letter to the faithful that an
annual collection will be taken up in the parishes on the Solemnity of
the Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi), this year on June 19,
2022, to aid in the Cathedral restoration effort.

“I am asking you to prayerfully consider a generous personal dona-
tion towards this campaign. Gifts of either a one-time donation, multi-
year pledge, securities, bequests or life insurance are a tremendous
blessing and will aid significantly in the success of this campaign.
This will be a multi-year process but God-willing, the good fruits of
this effort will bless our diocese for generations to come,” Bishop
Riesbeck wrote.

Understanding that a vibrant Cathedral contributes to building a
vibrant diocese, Bishop Riesbeck also wrote that, “To support par-
ishes in their evangelization efforts, 10% of every dollar raised will be
used to establish a diocesan endowment fund to serve youth, seniors,
religious education, and leadership formation needs in the parishes of
the diocese. This will enable the entire diocese to continue the impor-
tant mission of the Church, spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
the peripheries in a world in such desperate need of the hope that he
promises. This is how we become a vibrant, revitalized, renewed
Church.”

Envelopes will be available in all parishes of the diocese for this
collection, and Bishop Riesbeck is asking people to prayerfully con-
sider a generous personal donation. “Your ongoing support is deeply
valued as we restore not only a building, but hearts and souls to
Jesus.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Father Doug McNeill, rector of the Immaculate
Conception Parish celebrates mass, June 12, 2022 Trinity Sunday
at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John.
Scaffolding, that had been erected inside the Cathedral for
restoration purposes for a number of years, has finally been
removed. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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The healing waters of Lac Ste. Anne
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

LAC STE. ANNE, AB — Steve Simon
knows that one of the best tricks in photog-
raphy is learning how to record the invisible
— things like faith, hope, healing, memory,
time and wonder. The award-winning pho-
tographer, now based in New York, learned
this trick early in his career at Lac Ste. Anne,
Alberta.

Mr. Simon was a young newspaper pho-
tographer at The Edmonton Journal in the
1980s when he caught an assignment to pho-
tograph the annual pilgrimage to the lake west
of Edmonton. Despite attracting at least
30,000 people a day in late July every year,
the pilgrimage largely existed outside the con-
sciousness of most Canadians. It is a peculiar
event that is at one and the same time Catho-
lic, Indigenous and Franco-Albertan. Despite
growing up in Edmonton, Mr. Simon knew
little about it and was surprised and fascinated
by what he saw when he arrived at Lac Ste.
Anne.

“The faith that was on display there — it
was just a powerful event. You could feel it,”
said Mr. Simon. “The more I experienced it
the more powerful it became… The level of
commitment and faith that I saw amongst
many of the people who were coming to Lac
Ste. Anne was not something I had really seen
before.”

When Pope Francis arrives at the lake, likely
on July 25, he will see some of what Mr.
Simon saw 30 years ago. He will see a lake
renowned for its healing powers and people
in need of healing.

“The biggest story now is understanding
just how deep the wounds go and how bad
things are,” said Mr. Simon.

On a recent trip back to his hometown,
Mr. Simon was struck by just how little things
had changed.

“The fact was that with all this time, with
all the talk and whatever, in the end the reality
on the ground does not seem to be better than
it was,” he said. “It may be even worse.”

Like most Canadians, 30 years ago Mr.
Simon knew little or nothing about the legacy
of trauma from residential schools. So with-
out necessarily knowing what it is that needed
healing, Mr. Simon kept toting bags full of
Kodachrome back to Lac Ste. Anne each sum-
mer to document the pilgrimage.

The summers of shooting eventually yielded
the 1995, University of Alberta Press book,
Healing Waters, The Pilgrimage to Lac Ste.

Anne. (The book is out of print now).
But the images, such as Marie Agnes Park

from La Loche, SK, wading into the water in
1990, still speak to the faith of Indigenous
people, said Gary Gagnon, Metis Nation of
Alberta region four vice president and Edmon-
ton Catholic Schools cultural instructor.

“Healing, that’s what I see,” Mr. Gagnon
said after viewing a selection of Mr. Simon’s
Lac Ste. Anne photographs. “They have faith
in the pilgrimage. They have faith in the bless-
ing of the water.”

When Pope Francis walks into the water at
Lac Ste. Anne this summer, it won’t surprise
Mr. Gagnon if the pontiff walks out a little

stronger and a little freer of the pain that has
limited his mobility. Mr. Gagnon has seen
miracles at the lake.

“My nookum, my grandma in Cree, she
was healed from deafness and sickness as a
little child, around 1906, 1907,” Mr. Gagnon
said. “She was a miracle we lived with.”

Mr. Gagnon’s grandmother lived to be 105.
“She was never gravely ill after that. She

was a very devout Catholic. But she was also
a very proud Metis woman,” Mr. Gagnon
said.

As an historian of the Church in Canada,
St. Joseph’s College professor Indré

(continued on page 9)

Annual pilgrimage dates back to 1889
CATHOLIC REGISTER STAFF

   LAC STE. ANNE, AB — The legacy of the Lac Ste. Anne pilgrimage stretches back a
lot longer than the Church remembers. Lac Ste. Anne was a sacred pilgrimage site for
centuries before French Oblate missionaries arrived at Fort des Prairies (later known as
Edmonton) in 1843.
   Cree, Dené, Blackfoot and Metis people still share stories of the singing drums and
“little people” who guard the lake. From a rock island in the middle of Manito Sakahigan
(“Lake of Spirits”) or Wakamne (“Sacred Lake”) people could hear drums and singing, but
mysterious forces kept anybody from ever reaching the island.
   Summer pilgrimages to the lake were for a long time tied to the hunt for bison. The sun
dance and other ceremonies associated with the hunt were performed there until they
were outlawed by Canada, starting in 1885, for fear of Indigenous rebellions after Louis
Riel’s failed bid for Métis independence.
   St. Boniface Bishop Norbert Provencher sent missionaries out to the North Saskatch-
ewan River territory after the Hudson’s Bay Company invited Wesleyan missionaries to
Fort des Prairies in 1839. Fr. Jean-Baptiste Thibault was the first  Catholic missionary to
reach the shores of Lac Ste. Anne in 1843.
   The temporary mission quickly became permanent and by the 1850s Metis leader
Gabriel Dumont — uncle of Riel’s military chief of the same name — had established a
village of more than 200 inhabitants.
   By then the buffalo herds were already diminishing and summer gatherings shrank
along with the buffalo hunt. Still three Sisters of Charity opened a clinic and a school
there in 1859. In 1860 St. Boniface Bishop Alexandre Taché celebrated Christmas Mass.
   Taché decided the mission was in the wrong place — it was poor farm land — and in
1862 moved it to St. Albert. But in 1887 Ste. Anne herself intervened. After 30 years in
mission country, Oblate Fr. Jean-Marie Lestanc had a vision of St. Anne, who asked him
not to abandon the mission in Western Canada. Lestanc convinced St. Boniface Bishop
Vital Grandin to post him to Lac Ste. Anne and led the first Catholic pilgrimage there in
June of 1889, with a second one a month later for the feast of St. Anne.Rather than the
mother of Mary, Indigenous Catholics always referred to St. Anne as the grandmother
(N’okkuminân in Cree) of Jesus.
   The pilgrimage became more popular after Canada imposed a pass system on people
living on reserves, intended to keep Indigenous from gathering and plotting rebellions.
The pilgrimage became one of the few legitimate occasions for families to reunite.
   In 1991, Lac Ste. Anne was the place chosen by Oblate Provincial Superior Father
Doug Crosby (now bishop of Hamilton) to begin a process of healing. Fr. Crosby issued
an apology on behalf of the Oblates for the dozens of residential schools his order ran on
behalf of the Government of Canada. This was the first apology issued.
   In 2007 Parks Canada and the Historical Sites and Monuments Board of Canada
placed a plaque at the lake.§
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(continued from page 8)
Cuplinskas sees in Mr. Simon’s book an important window into Cana-
da’s history of faith.

“Because he’s doing photo-journalism, he doesn’t have to come to
a conclusion or make any judgments. As an outsider, there’s a certain
openness to everything that’s there,” she said. “As an outsider, you’re
not on one side or another.”

Mr. Simon is Jewish. His years of photographing at Lac Ste. Anne
were an education in a uniquely Catholic and Indigenous way of un-
derstanding the world.

“People were very open to me being there and recording what was
going on with my camera,” he recalled.

Healing Waters really shows the way for historians and others to
start seeing Indigenous Catholicism with fresh eyes.

“Is this a story of colonization? Is it a story of syncretism? Is it a
story of coming together?” Ms. Cuplinskas asked. “A book like this
allows you to hold all those things without sorting them out.”

Seeing Indigenous faith — along with the suffering, endurance and
hope that goes into it — might help non-Indigenous Catholics to re-
ally understand what Pope Francis is teaching when he goes to Lac
Ste. Anne, Ms. Cuplinskas said.

“Part of what the Pope might help to do is, not only come to apolo-
gize to Indigenous people and those who suffered in residential schools,
but to point out to all of the other Catholics in Canada that this is an
issue,” she said. “Because I think it’s still not really in a lot of Catholic
people’s consciousness that this is an issue that they need to be en-
gaged in… so that non-Indigenous Catholics see that they are part of
the story.”

It’s a story that still interests Mr. Simon, long after his first book
has gone out of print.

“Photography for me has always been following my curiosity,” he
said.§

Pope expected to visit pilgrimage site next month
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

LAC STE. ANNE, AB — Growing up on Lac Ste. Anne in the
1940s and ’50s, Tony Belcourt remembers a rich and wondrous
body of water, teeming with life.

“I go back to the ’40s. We had an abundance of fish, whitefish
from the lake. The water was up,” said Mr. Belcourt, the former
broadcaster and one-time president and CEO of the Metis Nation
of Ontario.

When Pope Francis visits the lake this summer, he will be look-
ing at a lake very different from the Lac Ste. Anne of Mr. Belcourt’s
childhood memories. A 2017 report on the state of Lac Ste. Anne
and its sister Isle Lake by the North Saskatchewan Watershed
Alliance raises concerns about blue-green algae blooms, dropping
lake levels, agricultural run-off and an environment stressed by
power boats and recreation on the lake.

The report names at-risk species for the watershed, including
peregrine falcons, western grebe and northern leopard frog, which
are classed as “threatened,” and barred owls, black-throated green
warbler and trumpeter swans as of “special concern.”

In recent years, pilgrims to Lac Ste. Anne have been greeted by
Alberta Health warnings about water quality.

“I know that in the past, whatever government body that was,

The healing waters

they put up signs about not going into the water,” said Father
Gary Laboucane, who sits on the organizing council for the an-
nual pilgrimage. “They go in and pray anyway.”

The Archdiocese of Edmonton has no great concern about the
state of the lake.

“At this time, there are no water quality advisories for Lac Ste.
Anne, meaning that it is safe for pilgrims to enter the water,” said
archdiocese spokesperson Andrew Ehrkamp.

But St. Joseph’s College, University of Alberta philosophy pro-
fessor and theologian Nathan Kowalsky believes the state of the
lake should grab our attention — particularly in the context of
reconciliation with Indigenous people. Inviting the pope who wrote
Laudato Si’, the first papal encyclical on the environment, to the
lake almost automatically makes the lake’s water quality and eco-
systems an issue.

“Human degradation of aquatic ecosystems — including ferti-
lizer and other effluent run-off, mercury poisoning of fish and
disturbance of waterfowl breeding grounds — is a sin. Moreover,
Lac Ste. Anne is an especially sacred site in Alberta,” Mr. Kowalsky
said in an email.

In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis highlights the particular impor-
tance of Indigenous peoples in care for creation.

“They are not merely one minority among others, but should be
the principal dialogue partners, especially when large projects af-
fecting their land are proposed,” Pope Francis wrote in 2015.

The pope isn’t just talking about far away places in developing
countries. Pope Francis’ teaching can also be applied in Alberta,
said Mr. Kowalsky.

“The lake is still sacred and the pilgrimage recognizes that,” he
said. “However, my settler culture has desecrated this site, among
many others, threatening its ability to convey the sacramental
meaning that God intends.”

The sacredness of water is central to Indigenous culture, said
Mr. Belcourt. It’s not a matter of imposing a special, protected
status for Lac Ste. Anne or any other lake.

“What’s the difference? All of our waters are sacred to us,” he
said. “That lake has extremely important spiritual traditions. It’s
spiritually important to us. ... Our concerns are for all the wa-
ters.”

The Alberta government promotes a “Water for Life” strategy
that includes Lac Ste. Anne as part of the Sturgeon River water-
shed. The pilgrimage site was designated a National Historic Site
by the federal government in 2004. In terms of ecology, Lac Ste.
Anne is not being treated any differently from other prairie lakes,
said Alberta Environment and Parks spokesperson Paul Hamnett.

The power boats that have disturbed western grebe breeding
grounds will continue to have free reign on the lake, unless local
municipalities apply to the federal Minister of Transport, who is
responsible for the Canada Shipping Act. At the provincial level,
the government of Alberta is interested in talking to Indigenous
people.

For Mr. Kowalsky, the Church should also be seeking dialogue.
“Lac Ste. Anne should be treated as reverentially as the waters

used in baptism,” he said. “As an act — and not just words — of
reconciliation, settler Albertans and Christians should seek to have
Lac Ste. Anne designated as an historic lake (or one of equal or
greater protected status) so that its waters can fully reflect their
simultaneous spiritual and physical value.”§
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Obituaries

McHUGH, FRANCIS ‘Fran’ — It is with sadness that we announce
the passing of Francis “Fran” J. McHugh on June 6th, 2022, at Bob-
by’s Hospice. Born on October 22nd, 1939, in St. Stephen, NB he
was a son of Clarence and Pearle (nee Hatt) McHugh.

Fran is survived by his loving wife Carey A. Ryan of 38 years;
sisters Janet Dempsey (Galen), and Joanne Knorr (Frank); sister-in-
law Ann McHugh; and daughter Susan Sadler. He is predeceased by
his parents; brothers Clarence “Bud” Jr and James McHugh; and sis-
ters Joyce Casey (John) and Jeanne McBride (Ronald).

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Holy
Spirit Parish (St. Rose of Lima Worship Site), Saint John. Interment
followed at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

McCARTHY, JOSEPH JOHN ‘Joe’ — It is with great sadness that
the family of Joseph John ‘Joe’ McCarthy announces his passing on
Tuesday, June 7, 2022, at the Saint John Regional Hospital after a
period of failing health. Born on February 5, 1946, in Semiwagan
Ridge, New Brunswick, he was the son of the late Bernard and
Josephine (Wallace) McCarthy.

Joe will be lovingly remembered by his wife of 51 years, Myrtle;
daughters, Roxane McCarthy (Ryan Paquet) of Saint John, and Shelley
Snodgrass (Tom) of Quispamsis; grandchildren, Nate Snodgrass, Ben
Snodgrass, and Jesse Paquet; sisters, Theresa Savage (Leslie) of
Douglastown and Katherine Morrison of Nelson–Miramichi; brother,
Raymond McCarthy (Mona) of Fredericton; and brother-in-law Frank
Lynch.

In addition to his parents, Joe was predeceased by his sister, Elaine
Lynch.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on
from the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John.

AUCOIN, SISTER THERESE MARIE — Sister Therese Marie
Aucoin (Sister Bernadette) peacefully went Home to her God on
Wednesday, June 8, 2022 at Ruth Ross Residence in Saint John, NB.

Born in Rosaireville, NB on May 12, 1929, she was the daughter of
the late Joseph and Marguerite (Pitre) Aucoin.  She entered the Sisters
of Charity of the Immaculate Conception on January 6, 1950.

Sister Therese generously shared her gifts and talents in her minis-
try of Homemaker and Hospitality in Tobique, Fredericton, and Saint
John, NB as well as in Prince Albert, SK.  In her early ministry at St.
Peter’s Convent, she and Sister Loyola spent many hours visiting
families in the Old North End.   Later she was involved in Social
Services ministry, spending 30 years with the St. Vincent de Paul
Society on Waterloo Street, responding to the needs of the marginalized
and forgotten, especially the children and families.

Her last ministry was Pastoral Care, visiting Seniors at Rocmaura
Nursing Home and Turnbull Nursing Home.

Sister Therese was known as a gentle and soft-spoken woman of
profound faith in her God.  She was truly proud of her Acadian her-
itage, cherishing her culture and language.

Predeceased by her parents, Joseph and Marguerite (Pitre) Aucoin;
brothers, Gerard (in infancy), Alderie, Leo, Francois and Gerard and
sister, Lilianne (Robichaud).

Survived by her sisters, Rose Aucoin and Rita (Richard) and brother,
Laurie Aucoin.

A graveside service took place in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.
Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John.

DOUCET, NOELLA — It is with sadness that the family of Noella
(Bastarache) Doucet, wishes to announce her passing on April 8,
2022 at the Yarmouth Regional Hospital, surrounded by family. Born
on September 15, 1930 in St. Norbet, NB, she was the daughter of
the late Patrick and Beatrice (Daigle) Boucher.

She is survived by her loving husband, John B. Doucet; daughters,
Patsy Guerrtte (Rheal - deceased), Anne McHugh (Peter); stepdaugh-
ters, Michele Gardiner (Don) and Louise Melloy (Graham); four grand-
children; seven great grandchildren; and brothers, Jean Guy and Gerald
Boucher.

Noella was predeceased by her first husband Alfred Bastarache;
daughter Alfreda Hanson; son Michael Bastarache; sister Stella; and
brothers, Joseph, Jules and Vincent Boucher.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held from Holy Spirit Parish (St.
Rose Worship Site), Saint John. Interment followed in Holy Cross
Cemetery, Saint John.§

Pope praises wrinkles, criticizes obsession with looking 'forever young'
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Why are the elderly unappreciated and seen as
useless when they carry so much wisdom about life and can open the
door to God's tenderness, Pope Francis asked.

Criticizing the obsession of trying to stay forever young in appear-
ance, he said people must not hide or try to get rid of their wrinkles.

"Wrinkles are a sign of experience, a sign of life, a sign of maturity,
a sign of having made a journey. Do not touch them to become young,
that your face might look young," the pope said June 8 at his weekly
general audience in St. Peter's Square.

"What matters is the entire personality; it's the heart that matters,
and the heart remains with that youth of a good wine — the more it
ages the better it is," he said to applause.

The pope continued his series of talks about old age by looking at

St. John's account of Nicodemus (Jn 3:1-21). Jesus tries to explain
to the elderly Pharisee about the need to be born again.

Jesus says that to see the kingdom of God, one needs to be "born
from above," which means "a rebirth from above with the grace of
God" and not to be "reborn physically" as if this life had been a waste
of time or a "failed experiment" that needed to be erased and done
over, the pope said.

"This life is precious in God's eyes -- it identifies us as beings who
are loved tenderly by God," the pope said.

Jesus' encounter with Nicodemus has something to teach people
today, who, like Nicodemus, misunderstand what "rebirth" is and
should be in the light of faith, he said.

Today, he said, there is a "dream of an eternal youth" and a "myth
that makes us want to return to our mother's womb to come back
always with a young body."

(continued on page 11)
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Pope: People expect priests to be models, guides
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — People have high expectations for priests to be
good spiritual and moral guides, to be active in helping the commu-
nity and families, and to be someone young people can look up to,
Pope Francis told bishops and priests from Sicily.

"To be supportive, close by, this is how we are called to live; out of
God's faithfulness, out of his love, we are there for others to the end,
up to extreme consequences," which lead to "justice, reconciliation,
honesty and forgiveness," he said.

"Closeness, compassion and tenderness: this is God's style, and it is also
the style of a priest," the pope said during an audience at the Vatican June
9 with priests and bishops from the Italian island of Sicily.

The audience was part of the commemorations of the island's pa-
troness, Our Lady of the Way, whose feast is the Tuesday after Pen-
tecost, as well as the lives of their compatriots, Blesseds Pino Puglisi
and Rosario Livatino, two so-called "Mafia martyrs."

Father Puglisi, Palermo's most outspoken anti-Mafia priest, was
assassinated in 1993, and Livatino, an anti-Mafia judge, was mur-
dered by Mafia hitmen in 1990 when he was 37.

During the audience, the pope brought to light some issues that "worry
me quite a bit," particularly whether priests and bishops in Sicily were
implementing the liturgical reforms of the Second Vatican Council.

Popular piety needs to be safeguarded, but also informed and guided
so that it is free from all "superstitious gestures," he said.

The liturgy, too, needs attention starting with the homily, which

should be under eight minutes and leave people with "a thought, a
feeling and an image" that will stick with them "all week," he said. He
asked the priests to consider whether "they preach in such a way that
people go out for a cigarette and then come back" because the homily
talks "about everything and nothing."

Liturgical vestments were another issue, he said, particularly the
abundance of lace and birettas.

"Where are we? Sixty years after the council! Some updating even
in liturgical art, in liturgical 'fashion'" is needed, he said. "Yes, some-
times wearing some of grandma's lace works, but only sometimes."

"It's nice to pay homage to grandma, but it's better to celebrate the
mother, the holy mother church and in the way the mother church
wants to be celebrated," he said.

Do not let "insularity prevent the true liturgical reform that the coun-
cil sent forward" and do not be passive, he told his audience.

Pope Francis highlighted the extraordinary beauty, culture and his-
tory of the island, as well as its extreme insularity and contradictions,
which mean "we witness in Sicily behaviors and gestures marked by
great virtues as well as vicious brutality."

"It is no accident that so much blood has been shed thanks to the
hands of the violent," he said, but it also is no accident that there have
been many cases of "the humble and heroic resistance of the saints
and the righteous, servants of the church and the state."

The many challenges in Sicily require the help of everyone, but
priests and bishops are especially called to offer their "full, total and
exclusive service," he said. The church, too, faces its own challenges
such as the decline in vocations and the increased detachment of
young people from the church, he added.

"Young people are finding it hard to see parishes and ecclesial move-
ments as helpful in their search for the meaning of life, and they do
not always see any clear distancing from old, erroneous and even
immoral ways of behaving that would be decisively taking the path of
justice and honesty," he said.

The pope added that he was "saddened" after receiving "some files"
sent to Vatican offices and requiring "some judgment on priests and
people of the church. But why? Why did it go along this road of
injustice and dishonesty?" he asked without elaborating any further.

Pope Francis praised the numerous priests and lay people who
have fully dedicated themselves to others, being faithful to Christ and
the people. "How can we ignore the silent, tenacious and loving work
of so many priests in the midst of people who are disheartened or
jobless, in the midst of children or the increasingly lonely elderly?"

Priests who are good and close to their people are important, he
said, "because in Sicily, people still look to priests as spiritual and
moral guides, people who can also help improve the civil and social
life on the island, support families and be a point of reference for
growing young people," he said.

"Sicilians have high and demanding expectations of priests," he said,
urging them not to be stuck "in the middle of the road!"

"Faced with the awareness of our weaknesses, we know that
Christ's will places us at the heart of this challenge. The key to every-
thing is in his call, upon which we lean to set out to sea and cast our
nets again," the pope said.

Reminding them of the passage in Deuteronomy (4:7), which asks,
"What great nation is there that has gods so close to it as the Lord, our
God, is to us," the pope said their ministry must be one of "closeness,
which is compassionate, forgives everything, is tender. It embraces,
it caresses." §

(continued from page 10)
The world, which shows "a worrisome tendency to consider the

birth of a child as the simple matter of the production and biological repro-
duction of the human being," also cultivates this "myth of eternal youth as
the desperate obsession with an incorruptible body," he said.

Technology has stepped in to help so that, while people await "the
defeat of death, we can keep the body alive with medicine and cos-
metics which slow down, hide, erase old age," he added. "So much
makeup, so many surgical interventions to appear young."

"Feeding the myth of eternal youth" should not be confused with the
laudable effort of staying healthy and promoting one's well-being, he said.

The pope quoted the Italian actress, Anna Magnani, who said, "Please
don't retouch my wrinkles. It took me so long to earn them."

There is a mission proper to old age, he said, which is to help show
people the hope and love that come with "being destined for eternity
in God" and journeying toward one's final destination with the wis-
dom of lived experience.

Being old is not an obstacle "to the being born from above that
Jesus speaks of, but it becomes the opportune time to illuminate it"
and make it credible to others, the pope said.

The kind of tenderness grandparents show their grandchildren "opens
the door toward understanding God's tenderness," he said, "and old
age helps us understand this aspect of God who is tenderness."

He said people should question why "this throwaway culture de-
cided to throw out the elderly, considering them useless."

"The elderly are the messengers of the future, the elderly are the mes-
sengers of tenderness, the elderly are the messengers of the wisdom of
lived experience. Let us move forward and watch the elderly," he said.§

Pope praises wrinkles
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RED BANK — First Communion and First Reconciliation was
celebrated recently at St. Thomas the Apostle Church in Red
Bank, part of Our Lady of Rivers Parish. (L to r) Thomas Brophy,
Father Daniel Melanson, pastor, Aydan Matchett and Taylor
Matchett. (Kim Muzerall photo)

Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

From the book of the Prophet Isaiah
Listen to me O coastlands,
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lord called me before I was born,
while I was in my mother’s womb God named me.
God made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of God’s hand I was hidden;
God made me a polished arrow,
in God’s quiver I was hidden away.

And the Lord said to me,
“You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
But I said, “I have laboured in vain,
I have spent my strength my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the Lord,
and my reward with my God.”

And now the Lord says,
who formed me in the womb to be servant,
to bring Jacob back to God,
and that Israel might be gathered to God,
for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord,
and my God has become my strength.

God says,
“It is too small a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

. . . . . Silence
c. Lectionary 1994: CCCB Workbook 2022
c. Audite119@bellaliant.net

Pope's trip to L'Aquila raises
questions about papal resignations
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — When the Vatican announced Pope Francis would
travel to L'Aquila in central Italy August 28 to open a seven-centuries-old
celebration of forgiveness, people on social media began speculating that
the pope would resign.

The 85-year-old pope will make his morning trip to L'Aquila just one day
after a scheduled consistory to create 21 new cardinals and the day before
a two-day meeting with the cardinals to discuss the reform of the Roman
Curia, one of the main projects of his papacy.

Included in the trip, the Vatican said June 4, is a Mass in the square
outside the medieval Basilica of Santa Maria di Collemaggio on the edge of
town. The basilica is the burial place of St. Celestine V, a 13th-century
pope who abdicated just a few months after his election.

When then-Pope Benedict XVI visited in 2009, he placed the long woolen
pallium he had worn during his Installation Mass on top of Pope Celestine's
glass casket as a gift. When Pope Benedict resigned in 2013, many people
wondered if that gesture four years earlier had been a sign.

But Cardinal Giuseppe Petrocchi of L'Aquila, announcing Pope Francis'
visit on the archdiocesan website, focused only on the celebration of the
Celestinian Pardon and Pope Francis' concern for the people of the arch-
diocese still recovering from an earthquake in 2009 in which almost 300
people lost their lives.

Pope Francis also is scheduled to visit the L'Aquila cathedral, which is
still closed to the public because of damage from the quake, and meet with
the families of those who died.

The pope's visit, the cardinal said, is a sign of his love for "our church
and our city, which is even more precious when we take into account his
pressing pastoral commitments and some painful health problems."

At the heart of the Celestine Pardon, celebrated annually August 28-29,
is the granting of a plenary indulgence to everyone who visits the Collemaggio
basilica, goes to confession, receives Communion and prays for the inten-
tions of the pope. Pope Celestine established the celebration in 1294.

"Pope Francis will be the first pontiff to open the Holy Door after 728
years," Cardinal Petrocchi wrote.§

L’AQUILA, Italy — A pallium left by Pope Benedict XVI rests on
the casket of St. Celestine V, a 13th-century pope who resigned,
during the pope's visit to the Basilica of Santa Maria of
Collemaggio in L'Aquila, Italy, in this April 28, 2009, file photo.
The Vatican announced June 4, 2022, that Pope Francis will
visit L’Aquila August 28. (CNS photo/Alessandro Bianchi, Reuters)


