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GIRABALDI, B. C. — Ron Wilson and Sister Mary Magdalen installing the turbine.
at the Dominican Sisters new hydroelectric project in Garibaldi, B.C. The generator
means clean renewable energy and also helps the sisters live their vocation.
Story page 10. (Queen of Peace Monastery photos)

ST. JOHN’S — The iconic Basilica Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in St. John’s,
is poised to remain a sacred place of worship for Catholics for years to come. The
basilica and multiple Church properties were put on the auction block to fund
compensation for survivors of sexual and physical abuse. Story page 8. (Basilica
Cathedral of St. John’s the Baptist photo)

HALIFAX — In a 50-minute speech to
150 delegates at the Development and
Peace-Caritas Canada 2022 orientation
assembly in Halifax, Cardinal Michael
Czerny urged the movement to
embrace “the disconcerting logic of
the incarnation.” Story page 3. (D&P
photo)

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican released
the front page of the first edition of
L'Osservatore di Strada, the Vatican
newspaper's "street" edition, that gives
a voice to those who are usually not
heard. Story page 4. (CNS photo/
L'Osservatore Romano)
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200th anniversary takes Basilians to Rome
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The Basilian Fathers are praying for the
pope’s knee — not just because Pope Francis’
trip to Canada next month hangs in the bal-
ance and not merely because they are pa-
pists, loyal to His Holiness and the
magisterium. The pope personally asked the
Basilians to pray for his knee.

In a sort of exchange among vowed reli-
gious, Pope Francis promised to pray for the
Basilians.

“He told us he doesn’t want to have sur-
gery,” said Basilian superior general Father
Kevin Storey. “But his knee is really bother-
ing him. He said, ‘Can you say a prayer for
my knee that it will be more comfortable with-
out surgery.’ ”

The Basilians didn’t just happen by the Vati-
can and drop in on Pope Francis. Five Basilian
priests were in Rome at the culmination of a
bicentennial pilgrimage through France, end-
ing in Rome. All this year Basilians in Canada,
the United States, Mexico and Colombia have
been celebrating their 200th anniversary —
celebrations that will be capped off with a
200th birthday mass at St. Basil’s Church,
on the campus of the University of St.
Michael’s College at the University of Toronto
November 21.

On their bicentennial pilgrimage, Fr. Sto-
rey along with Fathers Laejandro Estrada,
Pedro Mora, Morgan Rice and John Huber
celebrated masses at the College Sacré Coeur
in Annonay and at the 13th-century chapel of
St. Basile more than 500 km south of Paris.

After meeting with Francis, the Basilians cel-
ebrated a mass of thanksgiving in St. Peter’s
Basilica, where they read out the names of
every novice, priest, lay associate and Basilian
in formation for priesthood.

Basilian history didn’t just start with a few
teaching priests holed up in rural France. The
Basilians risked their lives, refusing to bend
to a Napoleonic conception of the French
Church as somehow separate from the pope.
They were papists from the beginning.

“Ordinarily, to say you’re a papist and a
Catholic would be ridiculous,” said Fr. Sto-
rey. “But today it becomes politically charged.”

The Basilians are papists, they know who
they are and they’re happy with who they
are, said the Canadian leader of the order.

In 15 minutes of private time with Pope
Francis, Storey and his companions fell into
a kind of easy, conversational intimacy with
the pontiff — a result, said Fr. Storey, of their
shared commitment as vowed religious.

As a Jesuit, Pope Francis has in common
with the Basilians vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience. Over a lifetime, those vows
become a shared frame of reference, a com-
mon world view among religious priests,
brothers and sisters, Storey said.

“It (meeting with Pope Francis) was just
so lovingly casual and matter-of-fact and or-
dinary,” he said. “That made it that much more
significant, I think, for all of us.”

The group was able to speak directly to
Pope Francis in Spanish. The future of the
Basilians is likely more Hispanic than English,
just as it became more English than French

(continued on page 3)

VATICAN CITY — A bicentennial pilgrimage by five Basilian priests led them to Rome
and a meeting with Pope Francis (seated). The Basilians, (standing, l to r), Fathers
Morgan Rice, John Huber, superior general Kevin Storey, Pedro Mora and Laejandro
Estrada, also celebrated a mass at St. Peter’s Basilica. (Photo courtesy the Basilians)
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(continued from page 2)
after the Basilians came to Toronto to found
the University of St. Michael’s College in 1852.

“We recognize who we are. We are an ag-
ing community in Canada and the United
States. We are a more youthful community
in Colombia and Mexico,” Fr. Storey said.
“We are embracing that reality with hope and
with joy and with celebration.”

The Basilians are convoking a chapter meet-
ing this year — an occasion for the fathers to
collectively review their ministries and select
a new superior general.

“The newness of our congregation, the new
birth and the new life in our congregation, is
going to pass through the example and the
testimony and the embrace of our old peo-
ple,” Fr. Storey said.§

Basilians to Rome

D&P, Church must be on peripheries
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

HALIFAX — Development and Peace has
new marching orders — new orders that are
older than the Church.

In a 50-minute speech to 150 delegates at
the Development and Peace-Caritas Canada
2022 orientation assembly in Halifax, Cardi-
nal Michael Czerny urged the movement to
embrace “the disconcerting logic of the in-
carnation.”

The truth about Christ’s incarnation lies at
the base of Catholic claims since the Second

Vatican Council to have a “preferential option
for the poor,” Cardinal Czerny said.

“The preferential option for the poor actu-
ally represents what we can only call the dis-
concerting logic of the incarnation,” the Ca-
nadian cardinal said. “Which is that God, who
has everything and is everything, revealed His
very self, He showed His face, by taking on
our human fragility and frailty.”

The benefit of truly embracing the incar-
nation and the preferential option for the poor
is that it brings Christians into closer contact
with reality, or “the realism of effective char-
ity,” said Cardinal Czerny.

“It’s not ideas about the poor, or ideas about
the environment, or ideas about social justice
that are at stake here,” he said. “It is to be real
— to be real and to be involved in the real.”

The guarantor of this realism is close, genu-
ine contact with the poor.

“We’re not only in solidarity with them.
We’re not only in service to them. We’re not
only trying to walk with them. But we are
really in contact with them,” he said. “This
offers us an encounter with, an experience
of, God’s own saving action in the world,
among the poor, among those who suffer.”

To really take on Cardinal Czerny’s vision,
it’s important that Development and Peace
remain a member-driven, popular movement,
the general secretary of Caritas Internationalis
told The Catholic Register.

“It can’t just be a program implementer.
That’s not the mis-
sion of Caritas,”
said Aloysius John,
who was in Halifax
for the once-every-
five-years gather-
ing of Develop-
ment and Peace
members.

The assembly
met under the
theme of Creating
Hope. Hope re-
quires more than
just a professional
and competent de-
livery of develop-
ment projects, said
John.

“This mission is
receiving, serving,
accompanying and
defending the poor,
building solidarity,”
Mr. John said. “If

that is the mission, then it is exactly what the
Church also is doing.”

As wars in Ukraine, Ethiopia, Myanmar and
elsewhere rage, the clear focus for Caritas
organizations around the world, including
Development and Peace in Canada, must be
on war and refugees, said John. In a sense,
the peace in Development and Peace’s name
has to come first.

“In this context, it is absolutely impossible
to think of development. It’s absolutely im-
possible to think of emergency actions with-
out taking into consideration peace, and even-
tually peace and reconciliation,” said Mr. John.
“There is no sustainable development with-
out a condition of peace, without creating the
conditions for peace.”

While the Caritas movement is better
known and more visible in many developing
countries than it is in Canada, the Canadians
have a place in the global network, said John.

“Is Caritas needed in a developed country?
Yes. Caritas is a spirit of creating solidarity,
building solidarity and building communities
where people can live in harmony,” he said.
“Even in developed countries there are pov-
erties.”

While a convention is not exactly synodality
in its fullest sense, the way Development and
Peace gathered in Halifax to think about its
future is important, Cardinal Czerny told The
Catholic Register.

“There’s a kind of equanimity, a feeling
that by the grace of God we’ve come here,
and now that we’re here let’s really listen,
and let’s take on board the many different
aspects or dimensions of this undertaking
which is called Development and Peace,”
he said.

The work of Development and Peace is
the work of the Church, the cardinal said.

“The Church will fully discover and re-
alize her mission by going out to the pe-
ripheries,” he said. “She’s not going to fulfill
the mission Jesus gave her by staying at
home and taking care of the house, but by
getting out there where the needs are great-
est. Those are not the greatest needs in
some abstract sense, but the greatest needs
that we run into by moving to the peripher-
ies of our situation.”

Cardinal Czerny had questions for De-
velopment and Peace members in Halifax.

“How can we preach? How can we speak?
How can we share the good news of life with
people who live so miserably?” Cardinal
Czerny asked. “Part of the reason they live
so miserably is because we live as we do.” §



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. July 1 & 8, 2022Page 4

Being a disciple of Jesus:
living the extraordinary in our lives

A couple who are friends of mine have a daughter who runs in
marathons around North America. Marathon runners are an interest-
ing or even an amazing lot. A person who enters such events does not
do so simply by deciding one day that they would like to run. Running
a marathon is a long-term decision. Months of training, careful diet,
dedication to the preparation and mental focus are essential for such
an undertaking.

Commitment and perseverance lie at the base of marathon running.
The person must dedicate their attention, time and energy over a long
period of training. Not only that, the day of the event and the race
itself will make huge physical and mental demands on the person.
Running 42 kilometres up and down hills for 4-5 hours in all kinds of
conditions drains a person. A person cannot do this without commit-
ment and perseverance.

In the marathon running of their daughter, my friends discovered
another element of such an experience. Though it seems a solitary
activity, it is in some sense, amazingly social. Thousands of people
come out to witness the event. In the case of their daughter, her
marathon plans are always communicated to her family. Her parents
could be relied upon to travel great distances to support her in the
race. She never runs alone, but with the support of family and friends
as well as spectators. Perhaps, in all of this we discover a model for
discipleship.

One who would become a disciple of Jesus does so not for the
moment, but for the long journey. Discipleship is always a process of
becoming and continual dedication. We see this in the Gospels as
Jesus call disciples to journey with him. It is not a short-term under-
taking and it is full of challenges and unknown twists and turns. The
commitment to the journey will call for dedication and perseverance,
and it is never carried out alone.

As Luke tells the story of Jesus on his mission of the Kingdom

there is a turning point that comes in
chapter 9. From this point Jesus is
directed to Jerusalem where his mis-
sion will be completed with his cruci-
fixion, resurrection and return to the Father. Luke points out the reso-
lution and determination that will mark Jesus on his mission. And he
continues to call disciples to join him.

They will need the resolution and determination of Jesus. They will
need the perseverance and commitment to purpose of a marathon
runner. As disciples, they will accompany Jesus on his journey.  In
Luke 9:51-62 we hear of three persons willing to set out on the mis-
sion.  Jesus presents them with the challenging reality that they will
face. Their decision will demand commitment. It will mean setting
priorities in which they cannot do everything. Some things in life,
even good things will have to be given up. In all of this, they will have
to “stick with it.” Often the disciple will need to persevere in the face
of challenges and the temptation to turn around. Discipleship will
have a cost for them, but they will never be alone in their response.

Q/ What is the cost of discipleship in my life? What does it de-
mand? Who is with me?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Vatican newspaper launches new 'street' edition
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore
Romano, will expand its coverage in a new monthly edition that
will give a voice to the poor and the homeless, the Dicastery for
Communication said.

The first copies of L'Osservatore di Strada, the newspaper's
"street" edition, will make its debut June 29, the feast of Sts. Peter
and Paul and will be distributed to pilgrims in St. Peter's Square
after Pope Francis' Angelus address.

The publication will be available in print and online versions and
will be published on the first Sunday of every month. Donations
received for the newspaper "will be given entirely to needy who
will be in charge of this service," the Dicastery for Communica-
tion said June 28.

The goal of the monthly newspaper is "to give a voice to those
who are usually not heard: the poor, people wounded by life, those
who are cast aside and excluded," the dicastery said in an an-
nouncement June 24.

"It is a newspaper that recognizes and gives back the right to
speak to those who contemporary society treats as 'rejects,' high-
lighting the legacy of experience, knowledge and values of which

they are the guardians," the dicastery said.
Each 12-page edition will feature an editorial dedicated to a spe-

cific theme relevant to the poor and the needy, as well as an article
on the theme co-authored by a guest writer and a homeless per-
son, the dicastery said.

The first edition, for example, will feature an article written by
Mimmo, a homeless man who lives in the streets of Rome, and
Daniele Mencarelli, an Italian author and poet.

"L'Osservatore di Strada will not only be a newspaper of the
poor and for the poor," the Vatican communication's office said.
"It is and wants to be above all a newspaper with the poor, a
newspaper made together with them, giving those who have a
talent for writing, drawing or simply telling a story or expressing
an opinion a way to express themselves."

The dicastery also released a preview of the edition's first page,
which featured an editorial by Piero Di Domenicoantonio, coordi-
nator of L'Osservatore di Strada.

The poor and the needy "have something to say and to teach
us," he wrote.

"How many lessons of humanity, of common sense, of grati-
tude one can receive when the veil of suspicion is broken and we
can come close and look each other in the eye," he wrote.§
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Cheap grace
There’s a tension among Christians today between those who would

extend God’s mercy everywhere, seemingly without any conditions,
and those who are more reticent and discriminating in dispensing it.
The tension comes out most clearly in our debates concerning who may
receive the sacraments: Who should be allowed to receive the Eucharist?
Who should be allowed to marry inside a church? Who should be allowed
a Christian burial? When should a priest withhold absolution in confes-
sion?

However, this tension is about a lot more than who should be allowed to
receive certain sacraments. Ultimately, it’s about how we understand God’s
grace and mercy. A clear example of this today is the growing opposition
we see in some sectors to the person and approach of Pope Francis. To
his critics, Francis is soft and compromising. To them, he is dispensing
cheap grace, making God and His mercy as accessible as the nearest
water tap. God’s embrace to all. No conditions asked. No prior repent-
ance called for. No demand that there first be a change in the person’s life.
Grace for all. No cost.

What’s to be said about this? If we dispense God grace and mercy so
indiscriminately doesn’t this strip Christianity of much of its salt and leaven?
May we simply embrace and bless everyone without any moral condi-
tions? Isn’t the Gospel meant to confront?

Well, the very phrase cheap grace is an oxymoron. There’s no such a
thing as cheap grace.  All grace, by definition, is unmerited just as all grace,
by definition, doesn’t ask for certain preconditions to be met in order for
it to be offered and received. The very essence of grace is that it is a gift,
free, undeserved. And, though by its very nature grace often does evoke a
response of love and a change of heart, it does not of itself demand them.

There’s no more powerful example of this than Jesus’ parable of the
prodigal son and how it illustrates how grace meets waywardness.  We
know the story. The prodigal son abandons and rejects his father, takes his

unearned inheritance, goes off to a foreign
land (a place away from his father) and squan-
ders the money in the pursuit of pleasure.
When he has wasted everything, he decides
to return to his father, not because he sud-
denly has a renewed love for him, but, self-
ish still, because he is hungry. And, we know
what happens. When he is still a long way from his father’s house, his
father (no doubt longing for his return) runs out to meet him and, before
his son even has an opportunity to apologize, embraces him uncondition-
ally, takes him back into his house and prepares a special celebration for
him. Talk about cheap grace!

Notice to whom this parable was spoken. It was addressed to a
group of sincere religious persons who were upset precisely because
they felt that by embracing and eating with sinners (without first
demanding some moral preconditions) Jesus was cheapening grace,
making God’s love and mercy too accessible, hence less precious.
Notice as well the reaction of many of Jesus’ contemporaries when
they saw him dining with sinners. For example, when he dined with
Zacchaeus, the tax collector, the Gospels tell us, “All who saw it
began to grumble.”  Interesting how that discontent persists.

Why? Why this anxiety? What undergirds our “grumbling”?  Con-
cern for true religion? Not really. The deeper root of this anxiety is not
religious but grounded rather in our nature and in our wounds. Our
resistance to naked gift, to raw gratuity, to unconditional love, unde-
served grace, stems rather from something inside our instinctual DNA
that is hardened by our wounds. A combination of nature and wound
imprints in us the belief that any gift, not least love and forgiveness,
needs to be merited. In this life, no free meal! In religion, no free
grace! A conspiracy between our nature and our wounds keeps for-
ever reminding us that we are unlovable, and that love must be mer-
ited; it cannot be free because we are unworthy.

Overcoming that inner voice that is perpetually reminding us that we are
unlovable is, I believe, the ultimate struggle (psychological and spiritual) in
our lives. Moreover, don’t be fooled by protests to the contrary. People
who glibly radiate how lovable they are and make protests to that effect
are mostly trying to keep that fear at bay.

St. Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans as his dying message. He
devotes its first seven chapters to simply affirming over and over again
that we cannot get our lives right. We are morally incapable. However, his
repeated emphasis that we cannot get our lives right is really a set-up for
what he really wants to leave with us, namely, we don’t have to get our
lives right. We are loved in spite of our sin, and we are given everything
freely, gratuitously, irrespective of any merit on our part.

Our uneasiness with unmerited grace is rooted more in a human
insecurity than in any genuine religious concern.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton
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Draft offers pope advice for wording on apology
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A First Nations group of residential school
survivors has publicly put forward specific
wording for a papal apology widely expected
in Canada in July.

The Doctrine of Discovery, an apology on
behalf of the whole Church and not just mem-
bers of the Church, reparations, restitution
and repatriation are all on the agenda, said the
National Indian Residential School Circle of
Survivors.

“I commit the Catholic Church to support
the co-development of processes with First
Nations, Metís and Inuit peoples for the re-
nunciation of the Doctrine of Discovery, repa-
rations, restitution, repatriation and real con-
ciliation and the reconciliation of their respec-
tive rights,” reads part of the draft apology
released by the group to media on June 15.

Residential school survivor and lawyer Ken
Young told The Catholic Register the public
release of the draft apology was in no way
designed to embarrass Canada’s bishops.
Young framed the draft as advice to a foreign
dignitary preparing to speak in Canada. It
would be unacceptable for any world leader
to come to Canada and not take advice on
delicate matters, he said.

“We’re not trying to embarrass anybody,”
Mr. Young said. “We’re not telling the Pope
what to say. The Pope will say what he wants
to say.”

The goal is to find the right words to con-
solidate and propel the process of reconcilia-
tion forward, he stressed.

The National Indian Residential School Cir-
cle of Survivors draft apology names the
government of Canada as primarily respon-
sible for “the policy of assimilation” but holds
the Church responsible for its “implementa-
tion” and an assumption that European cul-
ture and institutions are necessarily better,
more civilized and the inevitable fruit of
progress.

“This Eurocentric view can be
traced to the papal bulls of 1455
(Romanus Pontifex) and 1493 (In-
ter Caetera),” reads the draft. The
draft makes no mention of the
unpromulgated 1537 bull Sublimus
Dei which called European lead-
ers to recognize that Indigenous
people are “truly men” with in-
herent rights, or the 1538 papal
brief Pastoral Officium, which
excommunicated anyone who en-

slaved Indigneous people of the Americas or
stole their land.

Canada’s Catholic bishops have consulted
widely with various groups about the elements
that could be covered in a papal apology, said
spokesperson Neil MacCarthy.

“The bishops have worked collaboratively
with Indigenous partners to provide back-
ground, context and themes for the Vatican’s
consideration for both the (April 1) Rome
address as well as for the Holy Father’s
upcoming visit to Canada,” Mr. MacCarthy
wrote in an email.

“The pope, reflecting and deeply moved by
his interaction with survivors as well as the
insights provided, will ultimately determine the
specific words that he will share during his
time in Canada.”

Mr. MacCarthy echoed Mr. Young that the
pope’s wording of the apology will be his
own.

“The final decision about what he wishes
to communicate belongs entirely to the pope
himself,” he said.

The Our Lady of Guadalupe Circle, which
brings together Indigenous elders and Catho-
lic bishops, expressed confidence that Pope
Francis will find the right words when he
comes to Canada.

In a prayer service outline that the Our Lady
of Guadalupe Circle released to help Catho-
lic parishes and schools prepare for the
papal visit, it suggests that “We pray that
the visit of Pope Francis to the Indigenous
people will bear fruit in truth-telling, heal-
ing, justice and reconciliation.”

Mi’kmaq residential school survivor
Phyllis Googoo supports the National In-
dian Residential School Circle of Survivors
draft apology, but she doesn’t want to see
the apology become a source of conflict.

“I’m hoping it will be peaceful, that’s one
thing,” said Ms.
Googoo, who is a
member of the First

Nations survivors’ circle. “Because we lose
the whole thing if it’s not peaceful. I don’t
want a demonstration. I wouldn’t like that.
But I know a lot of people are pretty angry
out West. I feel that way, too, because of
the children that are missing. That’s too
many children.”

Demonstrations during the visit would
not help, said Ms. Googoo.

The organizers are confident “this visit
will be a significant milestone on the heal-
ing and reconciliation journey, marked by
constructive interactions with Indigenous
people and a shared commitment to ‘walk-
ing together,’ ” said Mr. MacCarthy.

Mr. Young, who attended Anglican-run
residential schools in Prince Albert and
Dauphin, SK, insisted there was no need
for the First Nations group to consult with
Metís or Inuit before releasing the suggested
apology.

“We didn’t feel we needed to consult with
the Metís or the Inuit,” Mr. Young told The
Catholic Register. “They can negotiate on
their own. That was our position… We
chose to use the words First Nation, Metís
and Inuit in the draft apology because we
do not like the word Indigenous. The word
Indigenous appears to mean that everybody
is the same and that the issue is all the same.
It isn’t all the same. This is a First Nations
issue. That’s the way to look at it.”

Mr. Young insisted the apology is meant to
move reconciliation in the right direction.

“We need to turn this thing around. We
don’t want to make enemies out of the
Church. We want them to walk with us,”
he said. “Reconciliation is a two-way street.
Reconciliation doesn’t mean anything if
someone walks away and says, ‘Well, we’re
sorry for a few people who did wrong.’ That’s
not right.” §
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Indigenous hope papal apology in Canada will push justice, healing in U.S.
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — A papal apology on Indig-
enous land in Canada is not irrelevant south
of the border.

When Pope Francis visits Canada July 24-
29, Oneida First Nation activist Daisee
Francour and her colleagues at the U.S.-based
international Indigenous nongovernmental
organization Cultural Survival will be paying
close attention.

"An apology for one nation, in a way it's a
win for all of our nations," said Ms. Francour.
"When I say nation, I mean that as an Indig-
enous community -- not necessarily the na-
tion state or colonial state.

"There's a huge opportunity, because the

Catholic Church is just such an influential in-
stitution globally. There's a huge opportunity
to leverage, influence and push nation states
like the U.S. government to join this collec-
tive process for justice, toward truth and to-
ward healing."

Ms. Francour and her colleagues, Indig-
enous media across the United States and
American religious orders and dioceses have
been watching closely what has happened in
Canada ever since more than 200 possible
gravesites were detected at the former
Kamloops Indian Residential School in May
2021. From the middle of the 19th century
until the very recent past, the U.S. govern-
ment financed and promoted more than 350
Indian boarding schools in 29 states.

Today the Minneapolis-based Native Ameri-
can Boarding School Healing Coalition is
pushing state and federal governments, along

with churches and religious orders who of-
ten operated the schools on the government's
behalf, to face up to a history of cultural geno-
cide.

"As a country, we have yet to experience
that apology," said Ms. Francour. "I guess
my hope is that with this apology to First
Nations folk in Canada ... I'm hoping that will
radiate both in the United States and across
the globe."

Local apologies have happened in the U.S.
In 1994 Jesuit Father Jim Strzok, on behalf
of the St. Francis Mission on the Rosebud
Indian Reservation in South Dakota, tried to
re-orient Jesuit missionary work there by
apologizing for a history that was then barely
spoken about.

"Often without trying to understand the
unique goodness of Native American culture,
boarding school staffs suppressed language
and customs. Without properly appreciating
the innate goodness of Native American spir-
ituality, some practices were replaced. The
priests, brothers and sisters at St. Francis Mis-
sion were a part of this. We did wrong,"
Strzok wrote in an apology that appeared in
local media.

In 1993 in Idaho, Father Peter Hans
Kolvenbach, then-Jesuit superior general, is-
sued a more general apology, and in 2018 the
South Dakota Jesuits backed up their apol-
ogy by returning more than 500 acres of land
to the Rosebud Sioux Tribe.

Last year in St. Joseph, Minnesota, the Sis-
ters of the Order of St. Benedict issued an
apology to the White Earth First Nation for
trauma and cultural erasure visited on chil-
dren who attended the boarding school the
sisters operated from 1892 to 1945, followed
by the day school that continued to 1969. The
sisters have opened up their archives and are
fully participating in an oral history of the
school.

Local and specific apologies matter, but they
matter more once placed into the context of
Pope Francis speaking for the universal
church, said Margaret Jacobs, University of
Nebraska history professor and author.

"An apology from the pope, something of
that scale, will actually jump-start a process
in the United States in which people who have
never thought about it at all will say, 'Oh my
gosh, what's the pope talking about?'" Ms.
Jacobs told The Catholic Register. "I'm hop-
ing it could have the effect of igniting a lot of
public discussion."

Ms. Jacobs' 2021 book documenting more
than a century of massacres, forced marches,

displacement, stolen land, boarding schools
and adoption policies that tried to consign In-
digenous Americans to history is called After
100 Winters: In Search of Reconciliation on
America's Stolen Lands. Despite the harsh
realities she meticulously documents over
nearly 300 pages, Ms. Jacobs concludes that
reconciliation is possible, and non-Indigenous
Americans should welcome it.

"Indigenous conceptions of reconciliation
are not punitive," she writes. "They do not
seek vengeance or retribution. They do not
threaten the existence of settlers. Indigenous
people want acknowledgment of their history,
recognition of their sovereignty, support for
their self-determination and return of their land.
This will enable them to flourish."

The U.S. has never had a Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission like the one that
delved into Canada's history of residential
schools between 2008 and 2015. It's never
had a government apology like the one issued
by Prime Minister Stephen Harper in 2008.
Given increasing polarization in American poli-
tics, Jacobs does not expect to see a national
reckoning with either the blessing or leadership
of Washington. But grassroots reconciliation is
possible if everybody, including the churches,
will commit to the process, she said.

"There's a danger that the pope making this
blanket apology will make it so the churches
think, 'Well, you know, that's taken care of; I
don't need to do anything about it,'" she said.
"But, hopefully, it might have the opposite
effect, too."

Ms. Jacobs believes most American church
leaders will want to make sure the pope's
apology is not an empty gesture.

For American Catholics, the pope's mission
of reconciliation will be a litmus test for a
truly authentic, Catholic faith, said Joseph
Mudd, Gonzaga University theologian and
director of the Catholic Studies program at
the university in Spokane, Washington.

"The church, if it is to be truly the Body of
Christ in history, must engage in the work of
reconciliation," said Mr. Mudd.

It is typical of Pope Francis that when he
confronts an issue he lays it all on the line,
Mr. Mudd said.

"The credibility of the church, as the body
of Christ — which is irreducible to individual
bishops, including the bishop of Rome —
comes from humility and holiness, from au-
thenticity and integrity," Mr. Mudd said.
"Therefore, there is nothing to fear from con-
fronting histories of sin and suffering. But that
doesn't make it easy." §

Margaret Jacob
(CNS photo/Craig Chandler, University

Communication)
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Historic St. John's basilica saved in auction
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

ST. JOHN’S — The iconic Basilica Cathedral of St. John the Bap-
tist in St. John’s, is poised to remain a sacred place of worship for
Catholics for years to come.

A bid worth “north of $3 million” jointly filed by the Basilica Herit-
age Foundation, St. Bonaventure’s College and the St. Bon’s Forum
Corporation to acquire the cathedral, the Jesuit postsecondary insti-
tute and St. Bon’s Forum arena was greenlighted by accounting firm
Ernst & Young Inc. on June 13.

All that remains in the process is for the Supreme Court of New-
foundland and Labrador to approve the winning bid.

The basilica and multiple Church properties were put on the auc-
tion block to fund compensation for survivors of sexual and physical
abuse at the Mount Cashel Orphanage in the 1940s, ’50s and ’60s.
They will receive the more than $3 million raised by the sale of the
basilica and the other parishes. In 2020, the Archdiocese of St. John’s
was deemed vicariously liable by the Newfoundland and Labrador
Court of Appeal for the abusive actions done at Mount Cashel, which
was operated by the Christian Brothers of Ireland, who went bank-
rupt and were unable to cover the court-ordered compensation for
victims.

The archdiocese filed for bankruptcy in December and proceeded
to put over two dozen parish properties, including 18 churches, up
for auction in March to raise funds to compensate the victims.

Rob Blackie is one of the committee members for the groups that
purchased the trio of properties. He related to The Catholic Register
parishioner reactions to the cathedral maintaining its status as a holy
place for years to come.

“There were feelings of total elation and shock in a couple of cases,”
said Mr. Blackie. “There were definitely some tears shed by people
who were totally overwhelmed with relief. My personal feeling is one
of gratitude, relief and with a little bit of euphoria mixed in there.”

Mr. Blackie expects that the court approval “will be a formality”
considering Ernst & Young Inc. already rendered its seal of endorse-
ment. He added that the trio of joint bidders is already working to-
wards implementing ambitions for these properties, including “a multi-
year, multi-million-dollar campaign about improving the programming
options and improving aspects of the buildings,” as well as improve-
ments to the hockey rink.

“We’ve already psychologically shifted towards how we plan that
campaign and how to pivot our fund-raising efforts towards these
long-term goals.”

One question Mr. Blackie does not know the answer to at this early
moment is what the relational dynamic will be between the new ba-
silica ownership group and the Archdiocese of St. John’s.

“The Archbishop (Peter Hundt) worked very closely with the foun-
dation on these plans and his office is currently in the basilica com-
plex right now. There is a little bit of uncertainty about the future of
the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of St. John’s, the formal-
ity, just because of the nature of the proceedings and the assets to
cover the claims. But the basilica is Catholic and St. Bonaventure’s is
a Jesuit school and those things are certainly going to continue. I
would expect a high degree of cooperation.”

Archbishop Hundt wrote in an email that the archdiocese will not
comment on any of the bid outcomes until the court makes its final
rulings.

“All property sales remain subject to the approval of the Supreme
Court of Newfoundland and Labrador,” wrote Archbishop Hundt.
“The monitor will prepare and submit a report, inclusive of recom-
mendations regarding bids, for the court’s consideration in the near
term. We will not be commenting on the monitor’s recommendations
until they have received court approval.”

The congregation at Holy Rosary Parish in Portugal Cove also re-
ceived glad tidings this past week as it rallied to save its 191-year-old
church. It was an emotional time when Ed Martin, one of the parish’s
fund-raising coordinators, heard the news. He expected the enormity
to fully register when Father Ken Walsh announced the good news to
the entire congregation at Sunday Mass.

“A couple months ago, we didn’t know what would happen to (our
church),” said Mr. Martin.

Saving the church came dramatically down to the wire. Mr. Martin
said he was in a race against the clock in the hours before the 12 p bid
filing deadline on June 2 to attain the over $9,400 donated to the
campaign via GoFundMe. He did not divulge the value of the exact
submitted bid, but he thinks it “is fair and respectable to the (Mount
Cashel) victims.”

“It was a brutal process. I wouldn’t want to wish it on any other
diocese. If there is any other diocese where the diocese owns all the
parishes, they should really change that because there are a lot of
people who still don’t know what is happening to their parish,” he
said.§

ST. JOHN’S — Interior of Basilica Cathedral of St. John the
Baptist in St. John’s. (Wikipedia photo)
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Quebec class-action suits could spread, lawyer says
By PETER STOCKLAND
The Catholic Register

In the past two months, courts gave the go-ahead for class-
action lawsuits involving 100 plaintiffs alleging sexual abuse in
the Archdiocese of Quebec and the Diocese of St. Hyacinthe
near Montreal.

A co-counsel in the victims’ suit that bankrupted the Arch-
diocese of St. John’s says it’s reasonable to expect it might
spark similar class action suits against the Church across Que-
bec.

“It could be a signal to other counsel in Quebec to have a
look at other potential cases to see if they’re worth proceeding
with,” said Eugene Meehan.

But Mr. Meehan, of Ottawa-based Supreme Advocacy law
firm, also cautions the Quebec court approvals are only a first
step in what could be a protracted process and won’t neces-
sarily lead to the financial chaos that engulfed Catholics in
Newfoundland and Labrador.

Mr. Meehan said the June 9 authorization by a Superior Court
judge in the St. Hyacinthe case does “cast a wide net” in allow-
ing for claims dating back to the 1940s.

“It’s one of the wider ones that I’ve seen but this authoriza-
tion is just the beginning of the road,” said Mr. Meehan. “There
could well be a trial where the defence gets to raise all kinds of
arguments as in any type of litigation. Settlement negotiations
could happen as well.”

Mr. Meehan and fellow lawyer Geoff Budden, acting for vic-
tims of Mount Cashel, successfully argued the case in a land-
mark 2020 ruling from the Newfoundland and Labrador Court
of Appeal, that the Archdiocese of St. John’s had a “vicarious
liability” for the horrific abuse
suffered by boys at the or-
phanage. The decision built on
an earlier Supreme Court of
Canada ruling that parties with
“deeper pockets” could be
compelled to pay for past
wrongs.

Mr. Meehan noted that the
overturning of a lower court
ruling against the Mount
Cashel plaintiffs turned on the
single issue of vicarious liabil-
ity. Although the orphanage
was run by the Christian
Brothers, the archdiocese “em-
bedded” a monsignor at the

institution and thus shared responsibility for a facility it did not
technically control.

“At trial, the plaintiffs lost on all counts and at the appeal
court, they lost on all counts except one, and that was vicari-
ous liability. We only had to win on one count,” he said.

Mr. Meehan stressed that while the Newfoundland and Lab-
rador decision is not binding outside the province, it could have
substantial strategic legal influence in Quebec and elsewhere.
He added that is why both the Quebec and St. Hyacinthe dio-
ceses would be fully justified in fighting the newly authorized
class-action suits as far as necessary through the legal system.

“It’s entirely appropriate for any defendant to fully and ac-
tively defend the case on the basis that there is no liability. Like
any defendant, the Church should not pay on the basis of abil-
ity to pay, but on the basis of liability. There are many steps
before liability is proven.”

On June 10, a day after the St. Hyacinthe class action was
authorized, eight plaintiffs had already stepped forward to seek
collective redress for abuse they allege suffering on Church
properties under the control of the diocese. In three cases,
those making the allegations did not know the names of their
abusers. The diocese itself has refused comment on the ap-
proval by Judge Chantal Corriveau.

Less than a month earlier, 92 victims identified 80 alleged
abusers, a majority of them priests, in the Archdiocese of Que-
bec, which is home ground for the Catholic Primate of Canada,
Cardinal Gérald Cyprien Lacroix.

The Quebec law firm of Arsenault Dufresne Wee is repre-
senting plaintiffs in both cases, though Mr. Meehan cautioned
that doesn’t necessarily mean the firm is actively seeking com-
plainants or pursuing class-action suits throughout Quebec.§

SAINT JOHN — The Saint
John High School Choir
performs publicly for the first
time, June 7, 2022 at St. Rose of Lima Worship Site in Saint John since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, March 2020. Trish
Gallagher, choir director for the school choir (back to photo) is also one of the music ministers at St. Rose. (Submitted photo)
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By NICHOLAS ELBERS
The B.C. Catholic

GIRABALDI, B.C. — Inspired by their con-
templative calling, as well as lessons learned
from local First Nations peoples, the Domini-
can sisters of Queen of Peace Monastery have
finished a new hydro electric project that rep-
resents more than just clean renewable en-

ergy; it’s helping the sisters live their voca-
tion to listen to and care for the earth.

The community has a special love for na-
ture inspired by the Upper Squamish Valley
where the monastery sits at the foot of Cloud-
burst Mountain.

“The place that we have been given is so
beautiful; what a gift it was to be given this
land – to love it and cherish it,” the monas-
tery’s prioress, Sister Claire Rolf, said in an
interview.

Visitors to the monastery’s chapel don’t just
find themselves in the presence of God in the
Blessed Sacrament; they can see the moun-
tains though large windows behind the sanc-

Green gospel: sisters live their calling by making clean power
tuary. In this way visitors are able to see what
Sister Marie Thomas calls “the two faces of
God.”

“To live in a place like this with such in-
credible natural beauty, where the outdoors
is such big part of the local community, it just
makes sense to honour nature,” Sr. Thomas
said.

It took the gifts of many people to help the
sisters give the gift forward, said Sr. Tho-
mas. “We built something [the hydro genera-
tor] that serves the community now, that will
also serve future generations,” while respect-
ing the forest and local environment.

The new hydroelectric generator replaces
an older hydro installation that came with the
property purchased by the sisters in 2010,
prior to the community settling there in 2012.

The old generator was ill suited to the needs
of the community and refurbishing the old
machinery would have been too costly and
invasive to the local environment, said Sr. Rolf.

The new generator, which is quieter and
makes a smaller ecological impact, was built
after receiving recommendations from a lo-
cal Squamish First Nation member and com-
missioning an environmental impact assess-
ment in 2011.

The hydro project was already underway
in 2015 when Pope Francis released his envi-
ronmental encyclical Laudato Si’, with its
encouragement to reduce reliance on fossil
fuels and “[develop] sources of renewable
energy.”

The pope’s words were a “great encour-
agement” for the sisters and did “the work of
articulating” their vision of the environment,
Sr. Rolf said.

Now complete, the generator produces up
to 100 kilowatts of clean, renewable electric-
ity, which fully supplies the energy needs of
the monastery — including its workshops and
chaplain’s residence.

In the summer dry season the generator is
shut off to protect the local reservoir, but
during peak winter output the monastery re-
turns its excess power to the grid by selling it
through B.C. Hydro’s net metering program.

The generator began operation and was
blessed October 4, the feast St. Francis of
Assisi, patron saint of animals and the envi-
ronment. It was purely coincidental but clearly
one of those “winks from God” we see when
we pay attention, said Sr. Rolf.

The generator is just one part of the sis-
ters’ larger world view, in which voluntary
poverty teaches reliance on every gift of God,
including those from nature. The sisters also

see the natural world as not only something
to use, but something to cultivate for mutual
good.

Attention, contemplation, and prayer are the
centre of religious life at Queen of Peace
Monastery, and they strongly inform all that
the community does.

“We live a life of contemplative prayer,” said
Sr. Rolf, which means “living a life of listen-
ing and looking with love.”

It also means “adjusting” themselves “to
the ways that God looks at the world.”

That adjustment meant making as little im-
pact on the environment as possible during
the generator’s construction, so they did as
much of the work by hand as possible to re-
duce the need for heavy machinery and safe-
guard the biodiversity of the rainforest.

Winches and cables were used to pull most
of the 600 metres of pipe up an old logging
road. Heavy machinery was only needed for
a small section behind the turbine building.

No strangers to hard work, the sisters
would intersperse construction work between
prayers and communal meals. Sr. Thomas
described in joyful terms how she’d lug 25-
kilogram bags of concrete up to the build site
and said it was a gift to see how work on the
generator flowed with everything else in their
days.

Working on the generator taught the sis-
ters a greater respect for the forest as well as
the people who came before them as they
built connections with the local Squamish
First Nation people.

When Sr. Rolf said she wanted to learn from
them about their ideas and traditions from
them, she was simply told to “listen.”

“Listening has meant an expanding of my
prayer to all the voiceless innocent creatures who
cannot speak for themselves,” she said. “My
prayer is bigger, but also more vulnerable.”

Although the local First Nations members
are their closest neighbours — the sisters share
their vegetables, and the local Squamish give
them gifts of fish — the relationship had to
develop.

The sisters invited the local elders to have
dinner with them early on. The conversation
took some time to get started, but Sr. Rolf
recalled that “by the time we got to the pie,
things had relaxed and we began sharing sto-
ries,” she said. What was expected to be a
short lunch stretched across the whole after-
noon.

“We want to be authentic friends; to learn
from them. They honoured us by coming,”
Sr. Rolf said.§

GIRABALDI, B.C. — Sister Marie Etienne
installing an electricity cable. (Queen of
Peace Monastery photos)
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By PAUL SCHRATZ
The B.C. Catholic

WHITE ROCK, B.C. — One year ago,
the Archdiocese of Vancouver [RCAV] and
the White Rock Pride Society were at log-
gerheads, waiting for a hearing before the
B.C. Human Rights Tribunal as adversar-

ies in a dispute over a church hall rental
that pitted religious rights against the hu-
man rights code’s anti-discrimination
clause.

Now the parties have opted to set aside
the tribunal process in exchange for a more
collaborative approach, one that acknowl-
edges each other’s rights while making sure
the hurt and confusion that prompted the
society’s complaint against the archdiocese
and Star of the Sea Parish doesn’t happen
again.

The archdiocese, parish, and pride soci-
ety also hope the resolution can be an op-
portunity to build relationships between the
Church and the society’s members, “many
of whom are our sons, daughters, sisters,
and brothers,” said James Borkowski, the

Archdiocese of Vancouver and pride society opt
for conversation, mutually resolving human rights tribunal case

archbishop’s Delegate for Operations.
The dispute began in 2019 when White

Rock Pride Society president Ernie Klassen
contacted Star of the Sea to inquire about
renting its community centre for a youth
fund-raising event. After providing infor-
mation about the event, his rental applica-
tion was denied and Klassen filed a com-
plaint with the B.C. Human Rights Tribu-
nal. The tribunal hearing was to begin this
year.

But during the lead-up to the hearing, as
each side began hearing more about the oth-
er’s views, they saw merit in moving dis-
cussions to a non-confrontational setting.

The archdiocese and the society ultimately
agreed to abandon the adversarial process
and resolve the dispute mutually.

On Wednesday the parties publicly an-
nounced that the complaint had been re-
solved by mutual agreement. In conjunc-
tion with that announcement, the RCAV has
also developed parish rental guidelines for
non-Catholic organizations to provide
greater clarity on the use of parish facili-
ties.

The guidelines, available online, confirm
that a faith and morals clause will specify
that use of the hall must be compatible with
Church practices and a process will be es-
tablished to resolve non-compliant applica-
tions while treating applicants “with respect
and compassion.”

Parishes will be urged to “engage in con-
structive dialogue” and to consult new
guidelines on interactions with the
LGBTQ2+ community. Parishes will also
receive education and support in imple-
menting those guidelines from the archdio-
cese, said Mr. Borkowski.

Mr. Klassen said he appreciated the will-
ingness of the archdiocese and parish to
listen and find ways to work constructively
with the society to find opportunities for
“support, inclusion, and dialogue” within
the Church. “In the true spirit of reconcili-
ation, the two groups have reached an
agreement far better than what a ruling from
the Human Rights Tribunal could have
achieved.”

The archdiocese and the parish also re-
leased a statement saying they were com-
mitted to “better welcoming the White
Rock Pride Society, and the broader
LGBTQ2+ community, in our hearts and
actions.”

The statement includes an apology for
times when “individuals in Catholic institu-
tions acted out of fear, not out of love” and
for “whenever such actions of individuals
led to people feeling rejected or isolated.”

It says “Members of the LGBTQ2+ com-
munity have expressed feelings of anxiety,
depression, hurt, rejection and even suicide
because of this sense of rejection and iso-
lation. This should never happen.”

The archdiocese and the parish acknowl-
edged that they “have not always lived up
to our own ideals in our interactions with
the LGBTQ2+ community,” leading to “in-
creased divisiveness” with members and
with friends and family who support them.

Mr. Borkowski said Archbishop Miller en-
couraged local Catholics to “make room in
their parishes and their hearts for members
of the LGBTQ2+ community,” citing Pope
Francis’ call for Catholics to approach them
“with closeness, compassion and tender-
ness.”

The joint statement from the archdiocese
and Star of the Sea begins with a scriptural
and theological foundation for the apology,
saying the Catholic Church’s mission is “to
introduce people to God and help them to
grow in their relationship with Jesus
Christ.”

It says the archdiocese and parish “de-
sire to welcome everyone into dialogue as
a child of God, for every person is equal in
dignity and worth.”

The statement concludes with a commit-
ment from the Church and the society to-
ward “repairing and building this relation-
ship into one of ongoing constructive dia-
logue, informed by mutual respect, hon-
esty, sincerity, forthrightness, and the de-
sire to work towards the shared goal of a
local community that is welcoming to all
persons in our diverse community.”

The archdiocese is aware some Catho-
lics might be concerned about building a
relationship with a pride organization, said
Borkowski. They may believe accepting de-
scriptions like “LGBTQ2+ group” will di-
minish the profile of groups like Courage,
which supports individuals with same-sex
attraction trying to follow the Church’s
teachings on chastity.

Those concerns are unnecessary, he said.
“Courage already uses a variety of terms,
depending on pastoral context.” The arch-
diocese also “continues to support Cour-
age in its important ministry,” he said.§

WHITE ROCK, B.C. — Ernie Klassen of
the White Rock Pride Society and James
Borkowski of the Archdiocese of
Vancouver hope to build better relations
through ongoing discussions. (Contributed
photo)
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Theologians must find new ways to express, share the faith, pope says

The Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Cardinal-designate Arthur Roche, prefect of
the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Sacraments, described as a
"tragedy" the tensions within the Latin rite of the Catholic Church
over the way the Mass is celebrated.

In a wide-ranging interview broadcast June 16 by Vatican News,
the cardinal-designate said the tensions are "partly" due to having had
two versions of the Roman Missal  — those from before and after the
Second Vatican Council — in use in the church at the same time.

"There's never been a controversy about the liturgy in the way that
we're experiencing it today, partly because there has never before
been two versions of the Roman Missal — the Roman Missal from
1962 and then the Roman Missal from 1970, which was produced
with the full force of the Second Vatican Council behind it and prom-
ulgated by Pope St. Paul VI," Cardinal-designate Roche said.

"It's a tragedy that there is this controversy today, the so-called
'battles' over liturgy," he said, "because the Eucharist is, by its nature,
the sacrament that unites the entire church."

He said Pope Francis tried to address the situation and encourage
an embrace of the Vatican II reforms, he said, when he issued his
apostolic letter Traditionis Custodes (Guardians of the Tradition), lim-
iting celebrations of the mass according to the rite used before the
Second Vatican Council.

Cardinal-designate calls liturgical tensions a 'tragedy'
Still, the cardinal-designate said, the church must find a way to

counter "one of the problems, challenges, of our age," which is "the
growth in individualism and in relativism, that 'I prefer this.' Well, the
celebration of the mass is not something to be a matter of personal choice.
We celebrate as a community, as the entire church and the church through-
out the centuries has always regulated the form of liturgy that it has come
to believe is more pertinent for a particular age."

Vatican News also asked him where he was and what he was doing
May 29 when Pope Francis announced after his midday Sunday prayer
that he would make him a cardinal in August.

"Actually, I was fixing a fuse in the cellar just before the Angelus,
which I normally listen to on a Sunday," he said. When he came back
upstairs his landline and cellphone were both ringing. He picked up a
call from the dicastery's secretary, who "said to me, 'Oh, Tanti auguri,'
you know, 'many congratulations.' And I thought he was talking about
the Feast of the Ascension, which was being celebrated in Italy on
that Sunday. So, I said to him, 'Yes, buona festa (happy feast day) to
you also.' And he said, 'No, no, you have been made a cardinal.'"

Although as prefect of the dicastery he meets with the pope to
discuss liturgical matters with him, "he's also very interested in your
opinion about other things," he said. That is likely to continue once
Pope Francis makes him a cardinal.

"As a cardinal," he said, "you're at his disposition, and you're there
in order to help him and not to increase the weight that is upon him."§

By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Catholic Church needs theologians who
know how to transmit the truths of faith in a way that will speak to
people today, help them live the faith in their daily lives and inspire
them to share the Gospel with others, Pope Francis wrote.

"The community needs the work of those who attempt to interpret
the faith, to translate and retranslate it, to make it understandable, to
expound it in new words; it is a work that must be always done again,
in every generation," the pope told staff from Milan's archdiocesan
seminary in a text given to them.

The seminary staff were in Rome as part of their celebration of the
150th anniversary of the seminary's theology journal, which Pope
Francis described as being "a bit like a store window, where a crafts-
man displays his work, and you can admire his creativity."

"What has matured in the workshops of academic classrooms, in
the patient exercise of research and reflection, of debate and dialogue,
deserves to be shared and made accessible to others," the pope said in
his written text.

The Vatican press office said the pope handed his prepared text to
the staffs of the seminary and the journal, but it provided no informa-
tion about what he discussed with them.

In the text, the pope had written that the church needs theologians
who know how "to communicate the truths of faith today, taking into
account linguistic, social, cultural changes and competently using the
media, without ever watering down, weakening or 'virtualizing' the
content."

"The church encourages and supports the effort to redefine the
content of faith in every age, in the dynamism of tradition," he said.
"That is why theological language must always be alive, dynamic,
cannot help but evolve and must work to make itself understood."

Unfortunately, he said, "sometimes the sermons or catechesis we
hear are mostly composed of moralism and are not 'theological' enough,
that is, able to speak to us about God and to answer the questions of
meaning that accompany people's lives, and which we often do not
have the courage to formulate openly."

To be of real service to the church and its members, he said, theo-
logians must "always keep in mind the link between faith and life" and
"cherish and communicate the joy of faith in the Lord Jesus."

At the same time, he said, they also must have "a healthy restless-
ness, that quivering of the heart before the mystery of God. And we
will know how to accompany others in the search the more we expe-
rience this joy and restlessness. That is, the more we are 'disciples.'"

To truly support evangelization today, the pope said, theology must
know how and show others how to "dialogue with the world, with
cultures and religions."

"A theology that evangelizes is a theology nourished with dialogue
and welcome," he said. "Dialogue and a living memory of the witness
of the love and peace of Jesus Christ are the paths to follow to build
together a future of justice, fraternity and peace for the whole human
family."

Pope Francis also used his text to talk about the role of seminary
staffs today in identifying and nurturing those who have a vocation to
the priesthood or religious life.

"Those who are called are not mushrooms that sprout spontane-
ously," he said. Each person is "an immense mystery" and comes
with a range of personal experiences and a past molded by family,
community and parish.

"Seminarians and young people in formation," the pope wrote, "must
be able to learn more from your life than from your words; to be able
to learn docility from your obedience, industriousness from your dedi-
cation, generosity with the poor from your sobriety and availability
and fatherhood from your chaste and non-possessive affection."§
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By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis gave the
editors of 10 Jesuit magazines a glimpse into
how he makes decisions, background on one
of his more controversial comments about
the war in Ukraine and insight into what he
sees as the refusal of some bishops to accept
the teaching of the Second Vatican Council.

Meeting in May with the editors of the Eu-
ropean magazines, the pope responded to six
questions about his concerns for the Catholic
Church and the world. The magazines pub-
lished a transcript of their conversation in mid-
June.

Two weeks before meeting the editors,
Pope Francis had created an uproar when an
Italian newspaper quoted him as wondering
if Russian President Vladimir Putin launched
his war on Ukraine because he felt "NATO's
barking at Russia's door." Numerous news
outlets concluded the pope thought NATO
was at least partly to blame for the war.

Pope Francis told the editors that the quote
came from a head of state who visited "a
couple of months before the war."

"He told me that he was very concerned
about the way NATO was moving. I asked
him why, and he said, 'They are barking at
the gates of Russia. They do not understand
that the Russians are imperialists and will al-
low no foreign power to approach them.' He
concluded, 'The situation could lead to war.'
This was his opinion," the pope said. "That
head of state was able to read the signs of
what was taking place."

To understand what is happening and to
stop the war, he said, "we have to move away
from the normal pattern of 'Little Red Riding
Hood' — Little Red Riding Hood was good
and the wolf was the bad guy. Here there are

no metaphysical good guys and bad guys, in
an abstract sense. Something global is emerg-
ing, with elements that are very much inter-
twined."

"Someone may say to me at this point: So,
you are pro-Putin! No, I am not," the pope
said. "It would be simplistic and wrong to
say such a thing. I am simply against reduc-
ing complexity to the distinction between good
guys and bad guys without reasoning about
roots and interests, which are very complex.
While we see the ferocity, the cruelty of Rus-
sian troops, we must not forget the real prob-
lems if we want them to be solved."

Against that cruelty, he said, the world has
witnessed "the heroism of the Ukrainian peo-
ple," but everyone must remember that "what
is before our eyes is a situation of world war,
global interests, arms sales and geopolitical
appropriation, which is martyring a heroic
people."

Pope Francis added that while he and Rus-
sian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill of Moscow, who
supports Putin, canceled a meeting in Leba-
non planned for mid-June, he hopes to meet
the patriarch at the World Congress of Lead-
ers of World and Traditional Religions in
Kazakhstan September 14-15 and "speak a
little with him as a pastor."

A substantial portion of the pope's discus-
sion with the Jesuit editors focused on signs
of new life in the Catholic Church and signs
of some people being stuck in the distant past.

"The council that some pastors remember
best is that of Trent" in the 1500s, the pope
said, adding that he was not joking. "What
I'm saying is not nonsense."

"Restorationism has come to gag the (Sec-
ond Vatican) Council," he said. "The number
of groups of 'restorers' — for example, in
the United States there are many — is signifi-
cant" and shows how the teaching and re-

form of Vatican II
"has not yet been ac-
cepted."

Struggles to ac-
cept the council and
to live the faith con-
cretely, in new and
creative ways, have
been evident for dec-
ades, the pope said,
illustrating his point
by talking about
what he observed
within the Society of
Jesus in the 1970s
when Jesuit Father

Pedro Arrupe was superior general.
"A Jesuit from the province of Loyola (in

Spain) was particularly aggressive toward
Father Arrupe. He was sent to various places
and even to Argentina, and always made trou-
ble," the pope said. "He once said to me: 'You
are someone who understands nothing. But
the real culprits are Father Arrupe and Father
(Jean-Yves) Calvez. The happiest day of my
life will be when I see them hanging from the
gallows in St. Peter's Square.'"

"Why am I telling you this story?" the pope
continued. "To make you understand what
the post-conciliar period was like. This is hap-
pening again, especially with the traditional-
ists. That is why it is important to save these
figures who defended the council and fidelity
to the pope."

But, the pope said, not everything goes.
Jesuit Father Stefan Kiechle, editor of the

German Stimmen der Zeit, asked about the
pope's view of Germany's Synodal Path,
which some critics have claimed would trans-
form the church into a Protestant denomina-
tion.

Pope Francis said he told Bishop Georg
Bätzing, president of the German bishops'
conference, "In Germany there is a very good
Evangelical Church. We don't need two."

"The problem arises when the Synodal Path
comes from the intellectual, theological elites,
and is much influenced by external pressures,"
the pope said. However, he also acknowl-
edged "there are some dioceses where the
synodal way is being developed with the
faithful, with the people, slowly."

Fr. Kiechle also asked about ongoing ten-
sions over the handling of abuse cases and
over finances in the Archdiocese of Cologne
and regarding its head, Cardinal Rainer
Maria Woelki.

"When the situation was very turbulent,
I asked the archbishop to go away for six
months, so that things would calm down
and I could see clearly. Because when the
waters are rough you cannot see clearly,"
the pope said. When the cardinal returned
to the archdiocese in early March, "I asked
him to write a letter of resignation," but left
him in office while seeing how the situa-
tion evolves.

"What is happening is that there are a lot
of pressure groups, and under pressure it is
not possible to discern," Pope Francis said.
"To be able to discern, I am waiting until there
is no pressure. The fact that there are differ-
ent points of view is fine. The problem is when
there is pressure. That does not help."§

War, Vatican II, decision making: pope shares insights with Jesuit editors
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By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Canadian Fra' John T. Dunlap was sworn in
the day after Pope Francis appointed him as the new leader of the
Knights of Malta.

Mr. Dunlap, a member of the sovereign council, was appointed
lieutenant of the grand master of the Sovereign Order of Malta by
Pope Francis June 13.

He was sworn in June 14 in Rome's Church of St. Mary on the
Aventine in the presence of Cardinal Silvano Tomasi, the Vatican's
special delegate to the order, and members of the sovereign council.

Mr. Dunlap succeeds Fra' Marco Luzzago, who led the Knights of
Malta since late 2020 and died June 7 after a sudden illness, at the age
of 71. The funeral was held June 14 in the Basilica of Sts. Bonifacio
and Alessio on Rome's Aventine Hill.

The order had said in a statement June 8 that Fra' Ruy Gonçalo do
Valle, the grand commander, had assumed the role of interim lieuten-
ant with Mr. Luzzago's death, and would "remain head of the sover-
eign order until the election of the new head of the order."

However, Pope Francis decided to choose the new leader, and in
his letter of appointment June 13, he wrote that "the sudden departure of
the lieutenant of the grand master, Fra' Marco Luzzago, a few months
before the celebration of the extraordinary chapter general, brings the
Order of Malta to a new moment of dismay and uncertainty."

The order said in a statement June 13 that "Pope Francis' decision
will allow the Order of Malta to accelerate the reform process and
return to an ordinary administration under a grand master soon after-
ward. The Order of Malta is grateful to the Holy Father for his pater-
nal solicitude."

The new lieutenant of the grand master, together with Cardinal
Tomasi and the sovereign council, "will continue the process of con-
stitutional reform of the sovereign Order of Malta," it said.

Mr. Dunlap was born in Ottawa, Ontario, in 1957 and studied at the

Canadian lawyer sworn in as leader of Knights of Malta

ROME — Fra' John T. Dunlap, a Canadian who was named
lieutenant of the grand master of the Sovereign Order of Malta,
took his solemn oath June 14, 2022, in the Church of St. Mary
in Rome. (CNS photo/Order of Malta)

The Sovereign Order of Malta
  The Sovereign Military and Hospitaler Order of St. John of Je-
rusalem of Rhodes and of Malta is one of the oldest institutions of
Western and Christian civilization. It has served the poor and sick
for over 900 years.
  The lay Catholic Order has 13,500 members who have commit-
ted to the exercise of Christian virtue and charity. The Order of
Malta remains true to its founding principles, summarized in the
motto “Tuitio Fidei et Obsequium Pauperum”: nurturing, witness-
ing, and protecting the faith; and serving the poor and the sick.
The Dames and Knights bring these principles to life by engaging
in voluntary work, humanitarian assistance and medical and so-
cial activities. Today, the Order carries out charitable and humani-
tarian activities in over 120 countries.
  The Order is based in Rome and has full diplomatic relations
with 112 countries, as well as to European and international or-
ganizations. It has permanent obsever status at the United Na-
tions. Thanks to this diplomatic network, the Order can react
quickly and flexibly to crises and disasters. Its embassies also
have the mission of supporting the medical and humanitarian ac-
tivities of the national associations of the Order and Malteser In-
ternational. As a neutral and non-political party, the Order is able to
act as mediator in civil and armed conflicts and to intervene as a
protective force.§

University of Nice, France; the University of Ottawa; and the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario, where he earned his law degree. He was
awarded an honorary doctorate in public service by the John Cabot
University in Rome.

Mr. Dunlap is an attorney admitted to the New York State Bar and
a barrister and solicitor of the bar of the province of Ontario. He
joined the law firm of Dunnington, Bartholow & Miller in New York
in 1986 and became a partner in 1993, specializing in corporate and
immigration law.

Since 1997 he has been a legal
adviser to the Permanent Ob-
server Mission of the Holy See
to the United Nations in New
York. Cardinal Tomasi was the
permanent observer of the Holy
See to the United Nations in Ge-
neva from 2003 to 2016.

Admitted to the Order of Malta
in 1996, Mr. Dunlap took tempo-
rary vows as a Knight of Justice
in 2004, and he took his solemn
vows as the first American mem-
ber in 2008.

He was elected for a five-year
term as a member of the sover-
eign council in 2009 and was re-
elected in 2014 and in 2019.

Since 2017 the order has been
involved in a process to revise its
constitution, which is why mem-
bers chose to elect a lieutenant
rather than a grand master, who
traditionally served for life.§
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Canada flagged for religious freedom watch list
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Joining China, North Korea and other authori-
tarian regimes on the religious freedom watch
list is… Canada, or at least it should be included,
according to Ohio Republican lawmakers.

State representatives Reggie Stoltzfus and
Timothy Ginter earlier this month championed
House Resolution 194, an act urging the United
States Commission on International Religious
Freedom “to consider adding Canada to the
Special Watch List of countries where the gov-
ernment engages in violations of religious free-
dom,” mostly due to pandemic-related restric-
tions imposed on places of worship.

Canada’s actions, Mr. Stoltzfus said, are

“very similar to what we see in Communist-
controlled China.”

The Republican-controlled assembly offi-
cially passed the motion by a 58-29 vote. If
the federal agency overseeing the watchlist
follows the Ohio lawmakers’ advice, Canada
would join a group of nations seen as having
“severe” violations of religious liberties.

Mr. Stotzfus, before the House Civil Jus-
tice Committee, mentioned the incarcerations
or church bans of several pastors who staged
public worship services in defiance of pan-
demic public health restrictions for wanting
Canada flagged for violating religious freedom.
He stated Ohio has a “vested interest in the
affairs of Canada” because of their geographi-
cal proximity and status as primary trade part-
ner with the U.S.”

“(We) draw attention to the violation of
Canada’s stated commitment to religious free-
dom as expressed in their Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.”

Witness testimonies from Canadians were
added to the legislative record, including from
Grace Baptist Church pastor Michael
Thiessen, pastor James Coates of GraceLife
Church of Edmonton, who spent 35 days
behind bars for ignoring public health orders,
and from the Liberty Coalition of Canada. A
common refrain from these supporting docu-
ments was how quick the federal and pro-
vincial governments were to limit or ban in-
person attendance at houses of worship for
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large portions of 2020 and 2021.
Courts in Canada have ruled that pandemic

restrictions did not contravene the Charter’s
religious freedom guarantee.

Some Canadian civil rights experts were
quick to say if Canada were to be censored
for religious freedom reasons, the Ohio Re-
publicans picked the wrong issue.

Cara Zwibel, the director of the Canadian
Civil Liberties Association’s (CCLA) funda-
mental freedoms program, said the battle over
Bill 21 in Quebec is the true hot-button Cana-
dian religious liberty and freedom of con-
science fight. Quebec’s “secularism bill” pro-
hibits citizens working in the public service
from wearing religious symbols while doing
their job. The CCLA is currently fighting Bill
21 in the Quebec Court of Appeal.

“We try to protect what is right equally for
everyone and one of the big concerns with
Bill 21 in Quebec is that it targets religions
where a symbol is an important part of the
practice,” said Ms. Zwibel. “The majority of
religions in that province don’t follow that
practice, so it has a disproportionate impact
on minorities, particularly minority women.
We need to be taking action to ensure the law
protects everyone equally.”

Marty Moore, a lawyer for the Justice Cen-
tre for Constitutional Freedoms (JCCF), agrees
that the state of religious freedom in Canada is
worrying. But he’s concerned that the wrong
politicians are taking notice.

 “Some politicians paying atten-
tion to the state of religious free-
dom in Canada is a good sign.
The sad thing is that it is not
Canadian politicians,” said Mr.
Moore. “The antagonistic tar-
geting and prosecution of clergy
(particularly) in Alberta is un-
conscionable. The jailing of pas-
tors in isolation, shackling them,
is the treatment you expect to
find in other countries on the
religious freedom watch list.”
 Mr. Moore adds that this “dis-
criminatory approach” works
to “de-legitimize religious ob-
servance and practice.”
 The JCCF continues to engage
in religious freedom court cases
throughout multiple Canadian
provinces to secure rulings that
will prevent government or pub-
lic health bodies from restrict-
ing mass attendance during fu-
ture epidemics.§

Reggie Stolzfus (Ballotpedia photo)
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BLACKVILLE — On May 30, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of
Saint John visited St. Raphael’s Church
in Blackville to confirm 15 young people. 
He commented on the letters he received
from the candidates, particularly their
testimony to the close relationship they
sought with Jesus, and the examples of
their family and community which they
hopes to follow.  In his reflection, the
bishop spoke of the duty to proclaim the
Good News as being the Church’s deepest
identity, and of how the Holy Spirit was to
be the protagonist in the candidates’
mission to evangelize. (Front row, l to r)
Jaclyn Gilchrist, Lexie Sobey, Ava Walls,
Bishop Riesbeck, Father Paul Doucet,
pastor, Kate Barry and Jack Curtis. (Back
row, l to r) Lily McEvoy, Kyle Leblanc, Hunter
Donahue, Abbie McAllister, Kyleigh
Underhill, Marianne Hayes, Jordyn Cutis,
Charlotte Hayes, Aiden Hennessy and Myles
Curtis. (Sandie Urquhart photo

Vatican releases itinerary for papal trip to Canada
VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis' visit to Canada July 24-29 will focus on meetings with members of the nation's Indigenous communities,

but also will include the normal protocol meetings with government officials and pastoral encounters with church leaders.
Here is the itinerary released by the Vatican June 23; all times are local, with Eastern time in parentheses:

Sunday, July 24 (Rome, Edmonton)
9 a.m. (3 a.m.) Departure from Rome's Fiumicino airport.
11:20 a.m. (1:20 p.m.) Arrival and welcome at Edmonton International Airport.

Monday, July 25 (Edmonton, Maskwacis, Edmonton)
10 a.m. (noon) Meeting with First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities at Maskwacis. Speech by pope.
4:45 p.m. (6:45 p.m.) Meeting with Indigenous peoples and members of the parish community of Sacred Heart Church in Edmonton.

Speech by pope.
Tuesday, July 26 (Edmonton, Lac Ste. Anne, Edmonton)

10:15 a.m. (12:15 p.m.) Mass at Commonwealth Stadium in Edmonton. Homily by pope.
5 p.m. (7 p.m.) Participation in the Lac Ste. Anne pilgrimage and Liturgy of the Word at Lac Ste. Anne. Homily by pope.

Wednesday, July 27 (Edmonton, Quebec)
9 a.m. (11 a.m.) Departure from Edmonton International Airport.
3:05 p.m. Arrival at Quebec International Airport.
3:40 p.m. Welcome ceremony at Citadelle de Quebec, the residence of the governor general of Canada.
4 p.m. Courtesy visit with the governor general.
4:20 p.m. Meeting with the prime minister.
4:45 p.m. Meeting with civil authorities, representatives of Indigenous peoples and members of the diplomatic corps. Speech by pope.

Thursday, July 28 (Quebec)
10 a.m. Mass at the National Shrine of Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré. Homily by pope.
5:15 p.m. Vespers with bishops, priests, deacons, consecrated persons, seminarians and pastoral workers in the Cathedral of Notre Dame.

Homily by pope.
Friday, July 29 (Quebec, Iqaluit)

9 a.m. Private meeting with members of the Society of Jesus in the archbishop's residence in Quebec.
10:45 a.m. Meeting with a delegation of Indigenous peoples from Quebec in the archbishop's residence. Greetings by pope.
12:45 p.m. Departure from Quebec International Airport.
3:50 p.m. Arrival at Iqaluit Airport.
4:15 p.m. Private meeting with students of the former residential schools at the primary school.
5 p.m. Meeting with young people and elders outside the primary school. Speech by pope.
6:15 p.m. Farewell ceremony at Iqaluit Airport.
6:45 p.m. Departure for Rome.

Saturday, July 30 (Rome)
7:50 a.m. (1:50 a.m.) Arrival at Rome's Fiumicino airport.§


