
A Message that Continues to Change the World 

“Bah Humbug, if I could work my will, every idiot who goes around with ‘Merry Christ-

mas’ on his lips should be boiled with his own pudding with a stake of holly through his 

heart,” said Ebenezer Scrooge.  Scrooge definitely didn’t get it.  But he isn’t alone.  The 

Barna Research group conducted a study for the Lutheran Hour Ministries a few years ago 

that found fewer than half of Americans who identify themselves as Christians say the 

most important part of Christmas is the birth of Jesus.  Fewer than half??  At Christmas, 

God did an amazing thing; God became one of us.  It was the miracle of incarnation, God 

come in the flesh.  But it didn’t stop there.  God ultimately died for our sins on the cross 

and rose from the dead so we would have eternal life.  It is Good News, the miracle of the 

Gospel!  That is the message and meaning of Christmas that we as Christians have been 

celebrating for around 2,000 years.  Christmas is not only an event that we celebrate eve-

ry December, but an event whose meaning continues to impact and change the world eve-

ry single day. 

A tourist to the Holy Land bought a ceramic nativity set in Bethlehem.  As she prepared to 

board her flight to return to the United States, the security guard asked her to unpack the 

box.  She pulled out the figures of the wise men, the shepherds, Mary, Joseph, and the ba-

by.  The security guard said, “I’m very sorry, but I have to check each one of these by x-

raying them.”  The tourist asked, “Why?  It’s a ceramic nativity set after all!”  To which the 

security guard replied, “Ah, but each of these figures could contain explosives.” 

The story of Christmas is explosive; the events of the night continue to touch the lives of 

people and change our world as explosives turned loose on us. 

So, a joyful Christmas to us all, and in the words of another character from Charles Dick-

ens A Christmas Carol, Tiny Tim, “God bless us, everyone.” 
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