
Epiphany and Hope 

We are entering the most misunderstood season of the church year called Epiphany, which 

comes from the Greek word meaning “manifestation” or “appearance.”  We understand Ad-

vent as that time we prepare for the coming of Jesus at the end of time and His birth in Beth-

lehem.  At Christmas we celebrate the events around His birth  and the time after.  But 

Epiphany begins January 6th with the arrival of the Magi (mentally most of us are done with 

them at Christmas) and then we have a period of up to eight weeks (depending on the begin-

ning of Lent) when we look at the early ministry of Jesus.  This year we are in year A of our 

three year cycle of lectionary readings which means we are in the Gospel of Matthew.  When 

we look at those texts, the emphasis is on Jesus’ teachings. 

What is the connection, if any, between Epiphany and what has gone before?  There is a con-

nection and it has to do with the coming of hope.  In Advent we patiently wait for the hope 

that is the coming of Christ, at His birth and His Second Coming.  At Christmas our hope be-

comes reality in His birth, yet we still hope for His coming again.  How are we to sustain hope 

as we wait? 

Epiphany is the answer that comes to us.  As God gives us baptism and Eucharist to bolster 

and strengthen our faith as visible signs of God’s grace and love, so Epiphany gives us visible 

signs to bolster and help sustain our hope.  In the texts of Epiphany we see Jesus active and 

involved in our world, the power of God through His life touching and changing the lives 

around Him.  Jesus’ miracles are powerful signs of the hope that is ours.  Hope needs signs of 

God’s continued presence and gracious working in our world. 

But signs of hope are not limited to our biblical texts.  Sometimes a place becomes a power-

ful sign of hope.  One such little known place of hope is located on a hill outside Vilnius, Lith-

uania.  It is called the Hill of the Crosses.  One that hill today on will find thousands of crosses 

originally placed there by the Lithuanian people in defiance of the Soviet government.  From 

1917-1985 the Soviets periodically bulldozed the hill, and the people returned at night to re-

place the crosses.  Despite the bulldozers and threats, the Soviets could not stop the people 

and the hill became a powerful symbol of hope for the Lithuanian people that one day they 

would be free.  Eventually the hope of the hill won out.  The Soviet bulldozing campaign end-

ed in 1985 when the Soviet leader Gorbachev quietly announced, “Let them have their hill.”  

Today Lithuania is free. 

Ate there places that are symbols of hope for you, keeping alive in you the hope that God has 

not finished His work in our world or in our lives?  Epiphany is the time for us to reflect not 

only on the biblical texts, but  to remember those places that help keep the light of hope 

burning in our lives.          
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