
                     
 

Human beings, by nature, are curious and tend to seek to know many 
things. One of the primes among all such seeking is the questions 

concerning the life after this life. What will happen after I die? Where will I 
go after my death? Is there such a thing called as a heaven or hell? Will God 

really punish or will He lavish the license of heaven to all? Such 
eschatological questions often disturb our minds & we become a bit 

perplexed over an uncertain future. 
 

The Gospel of the Day presents such an eschatological question being posed 
to Jesus, “Lord, will only a few be saved?” (Lk 13:23). Jesus has a very 

unique way of dealing with questions and doubts. When we scan through 
some of such incidents, wherein Jesus has been asked a question or a doubt, 

we often find that He either doesn’t give a straight answer or sometimes 
even doesn’t give any answer. For example, A lawyer comes to Jesus and 

asks, “Who is my neighbor?” (Lk 10:29) Jesus doesn’t give a direct answer; 

instead responds with the Parable of the Good Samaritan. 
 

In today’s Gospel incident too, Jesus is asked about how many will be saved. 
Jesus answered the question by answering four presumed questions: Who 

will be saved? How? Why? When? But here Jesus chooses to respond not 
directly but indirectly with the Illustration of the Narrow Door/Gate. 

 
This simple question leads to complicated ones. What about people who 

have never heard about God? What about those souls in distant lands who 
never had a chance to know what is God? 

 
But sometimes, such interrogations make us to miss the main point. We get 

so entangled with doubts of the future, that we fail to prepare for the future. 
We get so busy asking about eternal life, that we fail to live a life worthy of 

it! 

 



But Jesus brings home to point. What is needed utmost is an upright life in 
faith and repentance. What is most needed is to live a life pleasing to God 

and in seeking to do His Will. This is the narrow way. 
 

In our life experiences, To live a life of faith, in the midst of challenges and 
crises, is hard! To live in total repentance and brushing aside sin at every 

point of life, is hard! To live a life seeking to live in tune with God’s Will, 
even if it is demanding, is hard! This is the narrow way, to which the Lord 

invites us. Let us not get too much webbed in the questions and doubts, and 
lose focus of what’s most needed: Faith, Repentance and Doing His Will. 

 
Life messages: 1) We need to make wise decisions and choose the narrow 

gate when God gives us the freedom to choose. That is, we need to choose 
consistent denial of self and the steady relinquishing of sinful pleasures, 

pursuits, and interests. 

 
2) We need to check our track on a daily basis.  The parable of the locked 

door warns us that the time is short.  Each day sees endings and 
opportunities missed. “Opportunity will not knock twice at your door.” Let us 

ask this question every day: How much did I strive today to enter through 
the narrow gate of sacrificial and serving love in action?  

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, It is my experience to live a life of faith, in the midst of 

challenges and crises, is hard and to live in total repentance and brushing 
aside sin at every point of life, is hard and to live a life seeking to live in 

tune with Your Will, even if it is demanding, is hard. This is the narrow way, 
to which you invite me. Give me the grace to focus on what's most needed: 

Faith, Repentance and Doing your Wil.  

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 
 

 
 


