
 

St. Luke was a Syrian by race, born in Antioch as a Gentile. He became a 

Christian and follower of St. Paul. He had a Greek background and 

education. He knew Greek, spoke Aramaic in Antioch and became a scholar 

in Hebrew. He was a physician by profession (Col 4:14), and was considered 

an artist, probably from his graphic descriptions of the nativity scenes with 

shepherds and magi, from the parable of the lost sheep and from a sixth-

century copy of the portrait of Mary (kept at Santa Maria Maggiore Church in 

Rome), the original of which was believed to have been drawn by Luke. 

A prolific writer: Luke could read and understand the Greek Septuagint 

version of the Old Testament and the Hebrew originals. He is the only non-

Jewish Evangelist. He wrote the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, 

between 70 and 85 AD. The gospel of Luke could be termed the gospel of 

mercy. Luke portrays Jesus as the face of God’s mercy. Some of the most 

memorable passages of mercy are only to be found in Luke’s gospel, such as 

the story of the sinful woman anointing the feet of Jesus, the parable of the 

prodigal son, the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector, the meeting 



of Jesus and Zacchaeus, the dialogue between the good thief and Jesus on 

the cross. It is above all in Luke that Jesus is portrayed as revealing the 

hospitable love of God to the broken in spirit or body. These were originally 

one book, and, when taken together, are longer than the fourteen epistles of 

St. Paul. Saint Luke was a companion of Saint Paul to whom he was very 

dear, traveled far and wide preaching the Gospel, and ultimately gave his life 

as a martyr.  He was first imprisoned for two years and after his release was 

said to have been crucified near Achaia while he continued his missionary 

activities. 

Saint Luke was originally from Antioch, a city known for its high culture and 

learning.  He was a physician, was well educated and was of high social 

standing.  The fact of his social standing and education reveals that he went 

through a martyrdom of another form prior to being physically martyred.  

The martyrdom he went through came in the form of choosing Christ over 

social notoriety and prestige. Luke is represented in art by an ox or calf, for 

he saw Jesus as a sacrifice for all mankind and began his Gospel describing 

Zechariah and the Temple worship. It is believed that Luke wrote the Gospel 

when he was 74 and died at Boeotia when he was 84 years old. Luke 

presents Jesus as giving importance and recognition to women and the 

Gentiles. Contacts: Luke had close contacts with Mary and all the Apostles, 

and he would have been able to interview all of them to collect details for his 

Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. He was a constant companion and 

doctor of St. Paul during Paul’s Jerusalem and Malta mission trips and during 

Paul’s imprisonment, first in Caesarea, then in Rome. Probably he was with 

Paul till Paul’s martyrdom. 

 


