
     
 

BE OUR GUEST THIS SUNDAY 

 
In this beautiful story from Luke’s Gospel, we learn something important 

about us and something important about God. We are meant to identify with 
Zacchaeus in the story, and Zacchaeus was not a perfect person. He was a 

tax collector. Therefore, he cooperated with the Roman oppressors and often 
times used his authority to enrich himself. He was a wealthy man and his 

hands were not clean. But the best quality about Zacchaeus is that, even 
though he knew his shortcomings and failings, he was not afraid to seek 

God.  When he heard about Jesus, he wanted to meet him. He didn’t know 
what he would find in meeting Jesus, but he was determined to have the 

experience. So, setting aside any convenience or dignity, he ran ahead and 
climbed a Sycamore Tree. 

 

All of us are like Zacchaeus. We are not perfect people.  There is no one in 
this church today who is without sin. This is an important thing to 

acknowledge this weekend when we have invited those who have become 
estranged from the church to come again and worship with us. Because it is 

clear that many people stop the practice of their own faith because of the 
failings and sins of the church and its members. Since that is the case, then 

the first order of business today is to apologize.  
 

It is important for those who have done wrong to change, to say that they 
are sorry. In that way, we are like Zacchaeus, admitting our failings and 

asking for forgiveness.  But we should also be like Zacchaeus, in so far as 
we are willing to continue to seek the way of God. Despite our failings and at 

times, because of them, we need one another. Therefore, it is a real value 
that we come together as a parish community to pray, to learn, to forgive 

and to serve. 

 
This leads to the important thing that today’s Gospel tells us about God. 

Because what it tells us, what God has revealed to us through Jesus Christ, 
is that whenever anyone takes a step closer to find God’s way, God will 



never turn that person away. When Jesus saw that Zacchaeus wanted to 
know him, he did not hesitate. He invited Zacchaeus down and formed a 

relationship with him. Despite all of Zacchaeus’ flaws, despite the 
objections of the crowd, Jesus insisted that Zacchaeus could be and should 

be his follower. 
 

The story of Zacchaeus reminds us that nothing we have done 
should be a reason that we stop seeking God in our life. It only makes 

sense that we are stronger if we can make that search together.  Because 
then we can as brothers and sisters encourage one another to believe that 

whatever we have done God will never turn us away. We can support one 
another and encourage one another to hold fast to the truth that God is 

always acting to lead us, to guide us, and to find any excuse that will allow 
God to welcome us home. 

 

ROLE OF THE CROWD: 
 

Again, as we reflect on today's Gospel, let us reflect on the role of the 
crowd—the crowd who reacts to Jesus' forgiveness of Zacchaeus, the crowd 

who grumbles because Jesus is going to stay at Zacchaeus’ house. 
 

Now there are two things we should notice about the crowd. The first is 
that the crowd is upset because Jesus forgives Zacchaeus and 

welcomes him. It is upset because the crowd has already decided that 
Zacchaeus does not deserve Jesus’ forgiveness and welcome. The way this is 

expressed is by saying Zacchaeus is a sinner. 
 

Now, of course, we are all sinners, and I am sure that Zacchaeus did a 
number of sinful things. But what is really behind the crowd’s attitude is that 

it has already judged Zacchaeus because it does not like Zacchaeus. The 

crowd has already rejected Zacchaeus and written him off. It wants Jesus to 
do the same. 

 
This negative reaction to mercy is actually another theme of Luke’s gospel. 

We also see it in Luke’s story of the prodigal son where the elder son objects 
to the love and forgiveness of the father for the younger son who has come 

home. Luke is rather consistent in insisting that God often extends mercy 
and forgiveness to those who are undeserving. He also recognizes that such 

mercy upsets others. 
  

That leads us to the second point about the crowd: It is a crowd. The 
judgment against Zacchaeus is not simply the judgment of one or 

two individuals but a crowd. It is the common judgment of the people of 



Jericho based upon their common perception of who a tax collector is and 
how a tax collector should be treated. 

 
When we consider these two points about the crowd together, this story 

challenges us to examine the prejudices we carry, especially if those 
prejudices are supported by the people around us—by the people in our 

families, in our neighborhoods, Church at large and in our society.  
 

Avoiding these common prejudices in our society is not just a matter of 
political correctness. It is a part of the gospel. Today’s first reading from the 

Book of Wisdom says, “God loves all things that exist,” and if that is true, 
then even as we disagree with people, even as we struggle to understand 

why they act the way that they do, we are called by our faith to love them, 
too.  

Today’s gospel asks us to identify who is the Zacchaeus in our life. 

Who is the person that we do not like, the person with whom we disagree, 

the person who is easy to ridicule? Once we have identified our Zacchaeus, 
we are asked to bring him or her before the Lord in prayer and ask God to 

help us see that person as God sees that person. As our Zacchaeus stands 
before us, we will have to decide how we see him and how we will judge 

him. Will we approach him with ridicule or with openness, with rejection or 
acceptance? When our Zacchaeus comes before us, will we stand with the 
crowd or with Jesus? 

Life Messages: 

1. Let us remember that Jesus loves us in spite of our ugly thoughts, 
broken promises, sullied ideals, lack of prayer and Faith, resentments 

and lusts.  Hence, let us admit our sinfulness and accept God's call to 
repentance, conversion, and renewal of life as Zacchaeus in the 
Gospel.  

2. Let us love others as Jesus loved Zacchaeus, despite his sins.   Parents 

and teachers need to accept children lovingly, without first setting up 
standards of behavior as conditions for being loved. Husband and wife 

may have qualities that irritate each other. But they should not 
withhold love from each other. Nor should they withhold their 

love from a rebellious teenager making stupid and even dangerous 
choices because of immaturity and peer-pressure. 

 Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, come and stay with me. Fill my life with your peace, my home 

with your presence, and my heart with your praise. Help me to show 



kindness, mercy, and goodness to all, even to those who cause me ill-will or 
harm. 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 
 


