
   
 
Today’s Gospel reading calls us to reflect on “are you “wise and learned” or 

“childlike?”  Which better describes your life?  At first, that question may be 
hard to answer.  If we didn’t know that Jesus elevated the quality of being 

childlike, we may be drawn to call ourselves wise and learned. 
 

Of course, there is nothing wrong with being wise or learned.  The problem 
comes with what these qualities mean in the mind of Jesus.  Jesus uses 

them to refer to those who think highly of themselves, are a bit pompous 
and are what you might call “know-it-alls.”  

  
The sad truth is that a “know-it-all” does not actually know it all.  They 

actually fool only themselves.  The ideal is to be like a child in that a child is 
open to learn in a humble way, at least most of the time.  This childlike 

quality of humility and openness disposes us to receive the true wisdom 

from above. 
 

Jesus gives praise to the Father for hiding the mysteries of faith from the 
wise and learned while revealing them to the childlike.  This is especially 

important to reflect on as we enter into Advent.  Advent is a time when we 
need childlike faith and openness to understand and penetrate the beautiful 

mysteries of the Incarnation.  Without this humble openness we will never 
fully understand the wonderful gift of God this Christmas. 

 
Three great thoughts. 

 
The first thought is that God hates intellectual pride and loves childlike 

simplicity and humility. Jesus says that only humble people with open 
minds can experience him as Lord and Savior. 

 

The second thought is about the unique relationship between Jesus and 
his Father. The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are equal in being, 

possessing the same Divine life and knowledge. Since the Son is no less 
perfect than the Father, He is uniquely qualified to reveal the inner life of the 



Trinity to the world. Jesus was sent to show the world what God looks like 
and how God behaves. 

 
The third thought is Jesus’ claim that He is the expected Messiah Whom 

the prophets have foretold. Hence, Jesus asserts that his disciples are 
blessed with the great privilege of seeing, hearing and experiencing God in 

human form. 
 

Reflect, today, upon the openness within your heart.  Are you ready and 
willing to soak in the great mysteries of God who came to make His dwelling 

place with us and within us?  Are you willing to embrace that childlike faith 
necessary to penetrate the great mysteries of our faith?  If so, it will be a 

wonderful Advent and Christmas. 
 

The Saint of the Day – St Francis Xavier – displayed such an immensity of 

Faith and Zeal for the Lord and the Kingdom. His mission endeavor and 
evangelical efforts would make him to be known as the “Patron Saint of 

Missions!” 
 

Let his life of Faith and Zeal be an inspiration for all of us “to set the world 
on fire” the fire of Faith, the fire of Love and the Fire of Hope! May we realize 

that that the way to Glorify God would be to Glorify Him in the place where 
we are and, in the situation, we are in. Glorify God – with Deep Faith and 

Trust – wherever we live, work and move about! 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord, give me the simple and humble faith of a child.  Help me to see You as 
You are and to allow Your presence in our world to penetrate my life.   

 

Jesus, I trust in You. 
 


