
           
 

 
 

HAPPY FEAST OF ST. LUCY OF SYRACUSE, VIRGIN, AND MARTYR.   

ST. LUCY PRAY FOR US 

 

In the gospel reading, Jesus reflects ruefully on his contemporaries. They 
are as good at finding fault with Jesus’ behavior as they were at finding fault 

with the behavior of John the Baptist. Yet, Jesus and John the Baptist were 
very different. The ministry of John the Baptist was more like the children 

who sang dirges in the market place for other children to mourn over; the 
ministry of Jesus was more like the children who played the flute in the 

market place for other children to dance to. If the music of John the Baptist’s 
ministry was reminiscent of the mournful music of a funeral, the music of 

Jesus’ ministry evoked the celebratory music of a wedding feast. However, 
Jesus’ contemporaries were equally unmoved by both types of music. 

 

Jesus points out that both He and John the Baptist were ridiculed and falsely 
accused of being sinful.  John, for example, fasted much which was quite 

virtuous.  But the Pharisees interpreted it as the work of the devil. Jesus 
spent time at many people’s homes as a guest and He was accused of being 

a glutton and drunkard.   
 



When someone gives into defamation, they often look at some virtue in 
another and twist it some way so as to deceive and misrepresent the 

truth.  And it is often done out of envy or jealousy.   
 

This sad situation should be an opportunity for each of us to look at how 
honest we are in our relations with one another.  When you see goodness in 

another are you able to rejoice in that fact?  Are you able to honestly give 
thanks to God for their goodness?  Or do you immediately start to interpret 

their virtue in a false way? 
 

Reflect, today, upon the way you look at others around you and, especially, 
how you speak about them.  Look at their virtue and try to honestly honor 

them for it.  And if you see yourself falling into any form of jealousy or envy, 
surrender it over to our merciful God so that it doesn’t turn into the ugly sin 

of defamation. 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord, help me to see others in the light of humility and truth.  Help me to 

see their goodness and virtue and to rejoice in it.  Strip from me any falsity 
and defamation. Saint Lucy, you died young and innocent, unfamiliar with 

the world save for its cruelty. May your double martyrdom, to the flesh and 
to life itself, inspire all youth to see Christ and His promises as worth 

sacrificing to attain.  
 

Jesus, I Trust Tn You. 
 


