
         
 

We begin today, an "octave" of immediate preparation for the birth of Christ.  
After this octave, we enter into the glorious Solemnity of Christmas! 

 
On this day, we are presented with the long genealogy of Jesus’ 

ancestors.  Verses 2-16 of Chapter One of Matthew’s Gospel present us with 
three series of fourteen ancestors.  Abraham begins the genealogy and Jesus 

concludes it.  Though there are many interesting facts that a Scripture 
scholar could take from this genealogy and all who are named in it, the heart 

and soul of its meaning is found in Verse One: “The book of the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the son of Abraham.”  This shows the direct 

link from the promise God made to Abraham, to its fulfillment in the person 
of the Son of God. 

 
What are the different aspects that the Genealogy of Christ makes us to 

reflect on? 

 
1. The Genealogy of Jesus is one of the finest treasures of God’s 

Grace and Providence.  
 

St Matthew (1: 1-17) and St Luke (3: 23-38) present the Genealogy of 
Jesus Christ. They could be called as the “forgotten passages of the 

Christmas Story”. The Genealogy mentions some notorious people – 
yet the Messiah was born in this family! 

 
2. The Genealogy mentions some women 

 
a. Tamar: Disguised herself as a prostitute and seduced her father-in-law 

Judah (Gen 38) b. Rahab: A Gentile, prostitute; she helped the Jewish spies 
to hide and to escape from the enemies ( Josh 2) c. Ruth: A Gentile, with 

the background of a family who offered themselves to pagan gods. d. The 

wife of Uriah: The Gospel doesn't even mention her name; she suffered 
abuse by David, the great King of Israel. All these women were considered 



dis" graced” – some gentiles, some involved in sexual immorality, some 
finding themselves in situations of family disgrace. Yet the Messiah is born in 

this family – to show that God’s “Grace” can wash away every dis”grace”! 
 

3. The Genealogy is also a lesson to the self-righteous people 
 

Besides the mention of the apparently "not-pleasant women', the list also 
mentions of kings, many of whom were unfaithful, of idolaters, of people 

without morals, etc. The Family Tree of Jesus is really not a pretty picture; it 
looks to be “very unclean”. Yet, St Matthew's Gospel, written to the Jews, 

gives a message that it is not the self-righteousness that wins salvation (as 
thought by many Pharisees, Scribes and Jewish leaders); it is God's grace 

and mercy, along with our co-operation to His Will.  
 

4. The Genealogy gives us the great message of hope  

 
We may have a past that is hurting us – either due to our biological family or 

due to our own experiences of life, a past that is sinful and we wish to 
forget, a past that is painful or abused, a past that has experienced 

humiliations and rejection. Yet, the Genealogy teaches us the big lesson that 
all our past can be cleansed and healed, by the mighty presence of Jesus. 

 
With Mary, the Mother and Jesus, the Messiah, all generations will be 

renewed again” The Genealogy of our Blessed Lord teaches that Jesus was 
very much historical and shared our world. 

 
In Jesus, we have a God, who is not distant or away from us – but Someone, 

who is deeply intimate with us, involved in our lives and sharing our joys 
and pains of life. May a deeper meditation on the Genealogy of Jesus enable 

us to explore the memorable library of memories and helps us to be moved 

by the Magnificent Miracles wrought by our Marvelous God! 
 

Life messages: 1) We need to accept and support, lift up and correct the 
bad members of our family, acknowledging the truth that every family has 

some black sheep. Jesus’ genealogy mentions a harlot named Rahab, an 
adulteress named Tamar and a Moabite Gentile woman named Ruth. We 

need to remember that God can bring good out of the worst persons and 
circumstances. 2) We need to appreciate our membership in the Divine 

family of God by Baptism and behave as holy children of a Holy God. 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord, I know Your ways are perfect and that Your plans are so often not my 
own.  Help me to let go of my own ideas and desires and to surrender more 



deeply, in trust, to all that You have prepared for me.  Lord, Your wisdom is 
perfect.  Help me to believe that with all my heart. 

   
Jesus, I trust in You. 

 


