
Homily 

02.17.2019 – Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jer 17:5-8   I Cor 15:12, 16-20  Lk 6:17, 20-26 

 

Our life is a precious capital that God has placed in our hands and must 

be productive. What are the values at play? What are the actions that 

will bump up the capital? Some are in great demand and majority of the 

people is betting everything on them: success at any cost, career, money, 

health, glory, the look, the pursuit of pleasure. Will it be a right choice? 

 Other actions instead depreciate the service to the last ones without 

gain, patience, endurance, the renunciation of the superfluous, 

generosity toward those in need, moral goodness…. How is the person 

who relies on these values, considered in our culture: wise, trusting, a 

dreamer, an idealist? 

What do you choose “blessings or woes”? Whatever we long for is in 

God, for he is All-Good pursing power; whatever we want to love is in 

God, for he is All-Love rushing mercy; whatever we want to know is in 

God, for he is All-Knowledge flashing wisdom; whatever we want to 

possess is in God, for he is All-Beauty flowing life. 



Therefore, Jesus in his beatitudes read in the Gospel, asserts that those 

who choose God are blessed and the rest are as good as cursed. The 

choice is ours, God or something else? To some, the choice of this sort 

overlooks the complexity of the world we live in where things are not 

always black or white, but often grey.  

Yet Jesus insists that we make a choice, for he is not preaching 

fundamentalism but fundamentals of human flourishing. We are called 

to make this choice not just at the most critical moments in our life but 

even as we muddle through daily twists and turns. “Blessed are those 

whose hope is in the Lord, for they are like a tree grooming near a 

stream (Jer 17:7-8)  

What do you choose, riches or poverty? Jesus blesses the poor and 

delivers woeful warning to the rich. In doing this, he is not exalting 

material poverty, which is an evil thing and which all of us must 

eradicate from our midst. The goods of this world are precious, essential 

to life, but must be kept in place. Man should realize that they do not 

belong to him, that he’s only an administrator and invests them in 

accordance with the plans of the master. He received all as a gift, he 

transforms them as a gift.   

Poor in the evangelical sense is the one  

a. who does not possess anything for himself,  

b. who gives up worshiping money,  

c. who refuses the selfish use of their time, of their intellectual abilities, 

erudition, diplomas, social position …  

d. He is one who is similar to the Father in heaven who, while 

possessing all, is infinitely poor because he does not keep anything for 

himself; he is the total gift.  

On the other hand, Jesus is warning of the dangers the rich face. The rich 

tend to be contend with their present comfortable existence and in their 



self-sufficiency, they tend to forget who their master really is; The 

materially rich tend to degrade their body by pampering it, and in doing 

so they deny the resurrection of the body (I Cor 15:15). If there is no 

resurrection, then surely blessed are the rich, more blessed are the full 

and more blessed are those who laugh now. 

What do you choose, dependence or independence? In any civilized 

society, people depend on one another, for a good crutch is often better 

than a bad foot. Likewise, in the Kingdom of God, it is those who 

depend on God who are truly “poor” and worthy of the blessings of the 

beatitudes. Hence, the rich also are blessed, if only they acknowledge 

their poverty and dependence on God. Are not the rich poor with the 

poverty of the commonplace, as they daily feel overwhelmed by the 

sheer drudgery of the routine existence? Are not the rich poor from the 

poverty of their provisional nature, as they are always aware that life is 

passing and they cannot rest in the security of the present? Are not the 

rich poor from the poverty of their limitation, as every decision they 

make means that they have to give up other avenues of pursuit? Finally 

are not the rich poor from the poverty of death itself? Surely they are. 

What do you choose, attachment or detachment? Once, sitting at the 

dinner table of a friend, I made this comment: “Well, I think that poor 

people are really the lucky ones” The result was that the ice-cream 

which was waiting to be served at the end was never brought to the 

table, and for me ice-cream is the best item in any dinner. The Lord 

Jesus, through the beatitudes of today’s Gospel, is mainly talking about 

the attitude of our heart.  

The religion of Christ is primarily on the inside, for what use is a 

religion which has all the ceremonial trappings, but behind them there is 

only a desert, no trust in the Lord and no love for neighbor? Hence, as 

Jesus was praising the poor for their trust in God, he was telling the rich 

not to get attached to their possessions, but to share them generously 

with the needy. So it was the matter of the heart, not of the pocket. 



The heaven that is promised to those who are poor, hungry, weeping, 

insulted persecuted as mentioned in the beatitudes, is not a pie in the sky 

when they die; rather it is a situation in which God will ensure that the 

word spoken will take effect in the here and now. The best proof, of the 

fact that Jesus’ words were true and are still relevant today, is the person 

of Jesus. His birth was unusual and poor circumstances. His life lived 

without a place to lay his head, his ministry directed for the most part to 

the poor and marginalized, his death at the hands of those who regarded 

him as threat and so insulted persecuted maligned his name and his 

resurrection from the dead, are proof if proof is indeed required. The 

challenge is to believe them and continue to speak and live those words 

in our daily living. Are we ready to choose “evangelical poverty, 

dependence and detachment?  

 

Let us pray: 

Lord, please make me holy.  Help me to keep my eyes upon You and 

upon the virtues and Beatitudes that You call me to live. May I never 

settle for a mediocre life.  Instead, may I strive only for a life of 

perfection and holiness making You the center of all I long for.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 

 

 

 

 


