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The woman in today’s gospel reading is one of the most striking 

characters in the gospel of Mark. Jesus is in pagan territory, in the region 

of Tyre, and is approached by a pagan woman. Jesus shows a marked 

reluctance to engage with her, ‘it is not fair to take the children’s food 

and throw it to the house dogs’.  

What did Jesus mean by the expression "throwing bread to the dogs"? 

The Jews often spoke of the Gentiles with arrogance and insolence as 

"unclean dogs" since the Gentiles were excluded from God's covenant 

and favor with Israel. For the Greeks the "dog" was a symbol of 

dishonor and was used to describe a shameless and daring woman. 

Matthew's Gospel records the expression do not give dogs what is holy 

(Matthew 7:6). 

The children, the people of Israel, should be fed first. Jesus seems to 

have seen his mission as initially a mission to the Jews and only later, 

after his death and resurrection, as a mission that also embraced the 



pagans. However, this particular pagan woman was not prepared to wait. 

She cleverly retorted that the housedogs can be quite happy with the 

crumbs that fall from the children’s table. In other words, there is no 

reason why the children and the housedogs, the Jews and the pagans, 

cannot eat at the same time. In response to her insight and perseverance, 

Jesus, no doubt, spoke with a smile rather than with an insult because 

this woman immediately responds with wit and faith - "even the dogs eat 

the crumbs". Jesus promptly ministers to her. Love conquers with 

persistent trust and faith.  

Do you ever feel "put-off" by the Lord? Reflect, today, upon the 

beautiful faith of this humble woman.  Try to put yourself in her shoes 

and hear Jesus speak these same words to you.  How would you 

respond?  Would you respond with anger or agitation?  Would your 

pride be wounded?  Or would you respond with an even deeper humility, 

acknowledging the fact that all God gives is a gift which we have no 

right to receive.  Responding this way is most likely the act of faith God 

is waiting for from each of us and is the key to that outpouring of His 

mercy we so need. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, please humble me.  Strip away my pride.  Help me to fall at Your 

feet.  Help me to trust You so deeply that You are compelled, by my 

love of You, to open Your storehouse of grace and pour it down upon 

me.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 

 


