
Homily 

02.24.2019 – Sunday Seventh Week in Ordinary Time 

I Sam 26: 2, 7-9, 12-3, 22-23 I Cor 15:45-49 Lk 6:27-38 

We live today in a world of great violence, of terrorism (recent attack in 

Pulwama in Kashmir, India, war, violence between Palestine and Israel.) 

of increasing litigation – suing and counter-suing, violence and murder, 

of vicious battles often stirred up in the shocking press and other media, 

the horror of terrorist attacks on the innocent. Are these things not to be 

revenged? 

Where do Jesus’ words fit in?  

The world says -- rightly -- "Love your friends. Be loyal to your friends. 

Look out for your friends." Why? Friends will look out for you. Loving 

your friends is just smart. This also goes to loving your wife or your 

husband. Loving your wife is a no-brainer unless you're self-destructive. 

Loving your friends and your spouse is just enlightened self-interest. 

But it's altogether another thing to love an enemy, someone who has 

your disgrace or destruction as a goal.  

Agape love is really a different category of love that the world had not 

seen in action until Jesus came along and infected his followers with it. 

Jesus uses four very strong action words in these verses: 

1. Love your enemies. 2. Do good to those who hate you. 3. To speak 

well of, 4.To pray for, to intercede for. 

How do I love my enemy? How do you do it? 

Do good. When you find a way you can do something good for one of 

your worst enemies, do it. Not to shame him, but because you are trying 

to find it in your own evil heart to love him for Jesus' sake. 



Bless. When you think of the person who is slandering you, and saying 

untrue and nasty things about you, find ways to work blessing into your 

thoughts. Speak a blessing out loud. When you are with friends, instead 

of complaining about your unjust treatment, go out of your way 

(actively) to speak well of your enemies. Why? To shame them? No -- 

though it will. But to find it in your own heart to love them. 

Pray. Intercede. When you are praying, you probably pray for your 

family and your pastor, and your friends and family. Why do not you 

begin to pray and intercede for your enemies? Actively. Start to ask God 

to help them. Ask God to heal the hurts in their lives that are some of the 

motivators of their evil actions. Ask God to bless them and show mercy 

to them. Why? To shame them? No, in order to find it in your heart to 

love them. 

Do you judge others? Judging another is an easy thing to do.  

Sometimes we can meet a person and immediately arrive at some form 

of judgment.  Perhaps they are not as friendly as we think they should be 

at first and, as a result, we offer a judgment of them right away.  Of 

course this can happen at times, even before we meet the person.  Or, it 

can also happen in relationships that we’ve had for a long time. 

Do you condemn others?  Condemnation comes in two forms.  First, 

either we have formed a false judgment of another and this results in a 

false condemnation.  Second, we can judge a situation correctly, that this 

person is guilty of some sin, and we act as though we have a right to 

condemn.  We act as if we have a right to issue a sentence upon them. 

Both judging and condemning are far from Christian virtues.  They are 

not healthy or holy in any way. So, the way they are overcome is 

through mercy and forgiveness. 

Do you forgive?  Forgiveness is hard to do most of the time.  It must be 

offered in the light of our tendencies to both judge and condemn another.  

First of all, forgiveness cures the tendency to condemn because it 



acknowledges a fault and forgives it anyway without requiring the 

imposition of a “punishment,” so to speak, upon the offender.  

Forgiveness does not mean that the offense was OK or nonexistent.  On 

the contrary, forgiveness in this case clearly sees a sin for what it is.  But 

once acknowledged, it forgives that sin. This is very important when it 

comes to forgiving in a close relationship.  It’s never healthy to pretend 

that some hurt or sin never happened, but it’s always healthy to forgive 

the sin that is present. 

This is especially seen in the statement of Jesus on the Cross when He 

said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.”  He didn’t 

even allow Himself to arrive at the judgment of those who were 

condemning Him to death.  He did not hold anything against them and 

presumed the best in regard to their intentions.  “They know not what 

they do.”  This requires a great depth of love and mercy. 

 Perhaps words of the late Mother Teresa are appropriate here: 

“Love, to be true, has to hurt. I must be willing to give whatever it takes 

not to harm other people and, in fact, to do good to them. This requires 

that I be willing to give until it hurts. Otherwise, there is no love in me 

and I bring injustice, not peace, to those around me.” 

The following story may help. “Having heard Buddha speak against 

returning evil for evil, a man decides to see if Buddha practices what he 

preaches. The man shouts all kinds of abuse at the great teacher and then 

calls him a stupid fool. Buddha listens patiently. When the man runs out 

of bad things to say, Buddha says, ‘my son if one refuses to accept a gift 

from another, to whom does the gift go? ‘Any fool knows that, the man 

replies scornfully. The gift goes back to the giver!’ ‘My son, says  

Buddha, you have given me much verbal abuse. I refuse to accept your 

gift’. The man is dumbfounded. Buddha continues, ‘the one who 

slanders another is like someone who spits at the sky. His spittle does 



not dirty or soil the sky, it only comes back to soil the face of the one 

who spits’. 

Jesus says simply today to each of us. “I know it is very difficult to love 

your enemies and forgive them. You cannot do it yourself. Ask me for 

help and I will enable you to do what you may now think impossible”. 

God has very many and serious reasons for being unforgiving and taking 

revenge on us. But our God is Love and his incredible mercy and 

generosity is an invitation for us to do likewise aided by the Holy Spirit. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, what you ask us to “love our enemies” seems impossible but you 

tell us that with your help we can break the cycle of violence in our part 

of the world. Lord. Lord, help me to forgive all who have offended me 

and all with whom I am angry.  Free me from the burdens of 

condemnation and judgment and replace these tendencies with Your 

merciful heart.  May I imitate Your perfect forgiveness and love all in 

my life.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 


