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Very often in Mark’s gospel, we find Jesus and his disciples at cross-

purposes. A good example of that is to be found in this morning’s gospel 

reading. There is always room for healthy and respectful argument, even 

when it comes to matters of faith. The world of faith is the world of 

mystery and so there is great scope for lively exchanges. Such 

exchanges or arguments, when they are respectful and display and 

listening attitude, can bring everyone closer to the truth.  

There are other kinds or arguments, which do not serve our faith well 

especially when they are driven by the need to promote oneself. This is 

the kind of argument, which the disciples were having in today’s gospel 

reading. They had listened to Jesus proclaim the presence of God’s 

kingdom, and they were arguing as to which of them would be the 

greatest in that kingdom. It was an argument about status and identity.  

In response to this misplaced argument, Jesus not only says something 

but does something. In what has been called an acted parable, he takes a 

child, sets the child in front of his disciples, and says to them that 

anyone who welcomes one such child in his name, with his 

unconditional love, will be the greatest in the kingdom.  



In the culture of that time, children had no social standing, no power or 

influence. They were valued for who they could become rather than for 

who they were. A child was just above the position of a slave on the 

social ladder. The child is a symbol of lowliness and powerlessness. 

They were considered among the least.  

Yet, Jesus says to his disciples, ‘whoever welcomes one of these 

children in my name, welcomes me’. Jesus says to his disciples and to us 

that the truly great in God’s eyes are those who show concern to the 

weakest and most vulnerable in the community. Furthermore, Jesus 

identifies himself completely with the child, the symbol of those without 

status. The journey from status seeking to serve the Lord in the most 

vulnerable is one we all have to keep on making. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, Lord you are my model. Inspire and help me to empty 

myself of everything, which stands in the way - pride, self-seeking 

glory, vanity, status etc. You have commanded your disciples to “Let the 

children come to me.” Look with kindness upon me and help me to 

shepherd your children and the vulnerable, and lead them into your 

loving embrace, 

Jesus, I trust in you. 

 


