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Today’s gospel reading is taken from a section of Mark’s gospel where 

the disciples consistently show themselves to be at cross-purposes with 

Jesus. After Jesus communicated to his disciples the painful truth that he 

is to be betrayed into human hands, they immediately begin to argue 

among themselves as to which of them is the greatest, earning a rebuke 

from Jesus. A little later, when parents were bringing children for Jesus 

for him to bless them, the disciples turn them away, and Jesus has to 

rebuke his disciples again.  

In today’s gospel reading, which comes between those two incidents, the 

disciples try to stop others from doing good in Jesus’ name simply 

because they do not belong to Jesus’ circle of disciples; they are ‘not one 

of us’. Again, Jesus has to rebuke his disciples. Whereas the disciples 

saw unwelcoming competitors, Jesus saw potential co-workers. It is 

tempting to look upon the disciples with very critical eyes.  

Yet, the disciples in Mark’s gospel represent us all. We all find 

ourselves at cross-purposes with the Lord from time to time. Our way of 

seeing, and our actions that flow from such seeing, will not always be in 

harmony with the Lord’s way of seeing and acting. We too can be 



unfairly dismissive of the good others are doing because they are ‘not 

one of us’. We need to keep growing more fully into the Lord’s 

generous vision and way of being. 

Indeed, Jesus makes the very generous spirited statement, ‘Anyone who 

is not against us is for us’. That might be a good principle to take to 

heart in the times in which we live. There are a lot of people who are not 

explicitly for the church, in the sense of practicing their faith in the way 

we have come to understand that, and, yet, they are not against the 

church or the gospel either.  

The attitude of Jesus in today’s gospel reading encourages us to build 

bridges with all those who in some way share the church’s mission to 

bring life where there is death, wholeness where there is brokenness, 

relief where there is suffering. We can be partners in mission with 

those who are ‘not one of us’ in the strict sense. In these times we need 

the generous vision that Jesus displays in today’s gospel reading rather 

than the much narrower one displayed by his disciples. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, when I am jealous of others, especially when I am jealous of their 

good works, help me to see this as my sin.  Help me instead to look for 

the many wonderful ways that You are at work in our world, and help 

me to rejoice in all that You do through others.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 


