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This morning’s first reading from the book of Sirach has some lovely 

things to say about true friendship, ‘a faithful friend is a sure shelter; 

whoever finds one has found a rare treasure. A faithful friend is 

something beyond price… a faithful friend is the elixir of life’. The 

author also says in that reading that those who fear the Lord will find a 

faithful friend. In other words, when we relate well to the Lord we will 

find faithful friends. When our relationship with the Lord is right it helps 

us to find and to form good human relationships that are marked by 

faithfulness and self-giving.  

In the gospel reading, Jesus speaks of a special kind of friendship, the 

relationship between a husband and wife in marriage. His vision of 

marriage has something in common with the vision of friendship in the 

first reading. Jesus presents the ideal of two people, man and woman, 

remaining faithful to each other for life to the point where they become 

no longer two but one. Whether we are married or single, we can all 

taste the joy of a faithful friendship, through which we come to 

experience the Lord’s faithful love in others and reveal that faithful love 

of the Lord to others. 



The early church came to understand marriage as a relationship of love 

between a man and a woman that reflected Christ’s loving relationship 

with his church. The love of husband and wife in marriage is a special 

expression of Christ’s love for his church and for the world. That vision 

is worth fighting for, especially in a culture that is often unsympathetic 

to it. It is worth fighting for because it is worthy of what is best and 

deepest in people. 

The fact that marriage breakdown is something we all deal with in one 

shape or form does not invalidate this vision of Jesus. Jesus is saying, 

‘this is God’s will for married life’. In a sense, all that Jesus says reveals 

God’s will for our lives. That is why we try to listen carefully to all his 

word because we believe that true happiness and peace is found when 

we live in accordance with God’s will for our lives as revealed to us by 

Jesus. Jesus calls on all of us, whether we are married or single, to live 

in communion with others, to love one another as he has loved us. Such 

a life of loving communion is the very life of God, the life of the Trinity. 

We are called to this life because we are made in the image of God, in 

the image of that loving communion which is the life of God. 

The Lord Jesus through the gift of the Holy Spirit gives the grace and 

the power to those who seek to follow his way of holiness in their state 

of life. His grace and power bring freedom, discipline, and strength to 

live a life of love, joy, and holiness. Do you seek the Lord and his grace 

(his strength and power) in your state of life? Married or single?  

Many families today are breaking up and there are various reasons why 

this is happening. However, it seems that one of the important reasons 

why marriages and families break up is because of selfishness. Due to 

this, there is unwillingness on the part of the members to adjust with 

each other or the inability to understand. Each wants to go his/her own 

way and do his/her own thing. Concern for the others needs and feelings 

seem to be on the wane. Psychologists today are quite convinced that a 



healthy family background is an absolute requirement for the healthy 

growth of a child and a happy child is the result of a happy family. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus Christ, your call to holiness extends to all in every state of 

life. Sanctify our lives - as married couples and as singles - that we may 

live as men and women who are consecrated to you. Make us leaven in a 

society that disdains life-long marriage fidelity, chastity, and living 

single for the Lord. 

Jesus, I trust in you.    


