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“ Cheerful Giver - Give and there will be gifts for you” 

The last line in today’s gospel reading is quite thought-provoking, ‘the 

amount you measure out is the amount you will be given back’. 

Normally, we would think that the more we measure out of something, 

the less of it we will have. However, in the logic of the kingdom of God, 

the opposite is the case, the more we measure out, the more we will 

have. Jesus seems to be saying that the more generous we are with what 

God has given us, the more we will experience God’s generosity.  

It is not that God waits to see how generous we are before deciding how 

generous to be with us. God desires to be extravagantly generous with us 

all. However, just as the amount of water we can draw from a tank 

depends on the capacity of the container we use, in a similar way, the 

amount of God’s generous love we can draw upon depends on our 

capacity to receive it.  

The more generous we are with others in love, the more we expand our 

capacity to receive God’s love. In the words of Jesus in the gospel 

reading, ‘Give and there will be gifts for you; a full measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap’. 



The giving that expands our capacity to receive from God can take 

various forms, according to the gospel reading.  

Jesus mentions the qualities of compassion, a non-judgemental attitude, 

and forgiveness. They are all forms of giving. In showing compassion, 

in being slow to judge, in offering forgiveness, we are giving nothing 

less than ourselves. The gift of self is the most precious gift we can give, 

and it is a gift we can all give. In giving ourselves away in these ways, 

and in other ways, we create an opening for the Lord to give to us. It is 

in giving in these ways that we receive from the Lord’s abundance.  

Let us pray: 

Lord, I thank You for what You have given me – so many blessings that 

I cannot begin to count them – they are without number. Lord I pray that 

You would develop in me a giving heart that glorifies You - a cheerful 

heart that desires to give back to You a small measure of the over-

abundance that You have poured into my lap. 

Jesus, I trust in you 

 


