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The parable is reminding us that God’s readiness to forgive is limitless. 

There is nothing calculating about God’s mercy. It goes beyond what is 

normally found in the world of human experience. All that is required to 

release such mercy is to ask for it. When the first servant was 

approached by a fellow servant who owed him a very small sum, this 

first servant who had been so greatly graced acted without mercy 

towards his fellow servant.  

In this parable, the man asking patience with his debt appears to be 

sincere.  He “fell down” before his master asking for mercy and 

patience.  And the master responded with mercy by forgiving him the 

entire debt which was more than the servant had even requested. 

But was the servant truly sincere or was he just a good actor?  It seems 

that he was a good actor because as soon as he was forgiven this huge 

debt, he ran into someone else who actually owed him money and 

instead of showing the same forgiveness he was shown, “He seized him 

and started to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’”  

Forgiveness, if it is real, must affect everything about us.  It is something 

that we must ask for, give, receive, and give again.  Here are a few 

points for us to consider: 



1. Can you honestly see your sin, experience sorrow for that sin, and 

say, “I’m sorry” to another? 

2. When you are forgiven, what does that do to you?  Does it have the 

effect of making you more merciful toward others? 

3. Can you, in turn, offer the same level of forgiveness and mercy 

that you hope to receive from God and others? 

If you cannot answer “Yes” to all of these questions then this story was 

written for you.  It was written for you to help you grow more in the 

gifts of mercy and forgiveness.  These are hard questions to face but 

they are essential questions to face if we want to be freed of the burdens 

of anger and resentment.  Anger and resentment weigh heavily on us and 

God wants us freed of them.  

So the parable is suggesting that when people are in debt to us, it is 

nothing compared to how much we are in debt to God, and if God is 

endless in his mercy towards us, we must be limitless in our mercy 

towards others. Such a willingness and ability to forgive those who have 

wronged us won’t always come easily to us. It will often be a lifetime's 

work. It is our growing awareness of how great God's mercy is towards 

us that will free us to show mercy to others eventually.  

Let us pray: 

Lord, I do acknowledge my sin.  Nevertheless, I acknowledge it in the 

light of Your abundant grace and mercy.  As I receive that mercy in my 

life, please make me just as merciful toward others.  Help me to offer 

forgiveness freely and fully, holding nothing back.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 


