
Homily 

03.19.2019 – Tuesday – Feast of St. Joseph 

2 Sam 7:4-5a 12-14a 16 Rom 4:13, 16-18,22 Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a 

 

HAPPY FEAST TO YOU ALL 

Faith in God's word and obedience to his commands go hand in hand. 

Joseph, like Mary, is a model of faith and justice. Matthew tells us that 

Joseph was a "just man". John Chrysostom (347-407 AD), a gifted 

preacher and bishop of Constantinople, comments on the great virtue we 

see in Joseph which qualified him to be a worthy guardian and foster 

father for the child Jesus: God entrusted this silent, humble man with the 

unique privilege of raising, protecting, teaching, and training Jesus as a 

growing child. Joseph accepted his role of fatherly care with faith, trust, 

and obedience to the will of God. He is a model for all who are entrusted 

with the care, instruction, and protection of the young. Joseph is a 

faithful witness and servant of God's unfolding plan of redemption. 

This morning’s gospel reading from Matthew describes Joseph as a 

‘man of honor’, or a ‘just or righteous man’. He is just in that he lives as 

God commands him to live; he does the will of God and, so, is a good 

and compassionate man. When he hears God call him to take Mary 

home with his wife, he does so, in spite of his earlier confusion as to 

how best to deal with Mary’s expected pregnancy. He is portrayed as 

someone who seeks God’s will in the complex situations of life. He does 



not always know how best to act but he leaves himself open to God’s 

guidance and direction and faithfully responds to God’s promptings. 

Joseph reminds us that the Lord often asks us to play some important 

role in the life of another for a period of time. Jesus moved on from 

Joseph because he had to be busy with his Father’s affairs, his heavenly 

Father’s affairs. Having played his vital role in the life of his son, Joseph 

had to let him go. When we have played the role in the life of another 

that only we can play, very often we too are then asked to let them go, 

and that can be painful as it must have been for Joseph. It is very often 

there that love meets the cross.  

 So dear brothers and Sisters 

(A) Joseph, the just man: (Matthew. 1:19). In the Biblical sense, a just 

man is one who faithfully does his duties to God, to lawful authorities, 

and to his fellow human beings.  

 (B) Joseph did his duties to God faithfully by obeying His laws 

revealed through Moses, through his king and through his foster son 

Jesus. 

He obeyed the Mosaic laws: i) by circumcising and naming Jesus on 

the 8th day, ii) by presenting Mary with her child in the Temple for the 

purification ceremony, iii) by making Jesus “son of the Law,” bringing 

him to the Temple of Jerusalem for the feast of Passover at the age of 

twelve. 

He obeyed his King’s law by taking his pregnant wife Mary to 

Bethlehem for the census ordered by the Emperor. 

He obeyed Jesus by respecting his desires and opinion. (Lk.2: 49) 

(C) Joseph did his duties to others faithfully: 

To his wife by giving her loving protection in spite of his previous 

suspicion about her miraculous pregnancy. He could have divorced her.” 

Pope John Paul II: St. Joseph protected Mary “discreetly, humbly and 



silently, but with an unfailing presence and utter fidelity, even when he 

finds it hard to understand.” 

To Jesus by training him in his trade, in the Law of Moses and in good 

conduct (Lk. 2:52). 

3. To his neighbors by being an ideal carpenter and handyman and 

good neighbor. 

  (D) Joseph, the dreamer (like Joseph in the O.T.) 

Dreaming in the Old Testament was one-way God used to communicate 

His will to men. Joseph received instructions from God through three 

dreams:  I) “Do not be afraid to take Mary to be your wife”(Mt.1:20);  

ii) “Get up, take the Child and his mother and escape to Egypt, and stay 

there until I tell you to leave” (Mt. 2:13);  

iii) “Get up, take the Child and his mother, and go back to the land of 

Israel” (Mt.5:20). 

Let us learn from St. Joseph  

To be just 2.To do our duties to God Faithfully. 3. To be obedient to 

God and His will in our lives. 4. To do our duties faithfully to others – to 

the family members and neighbors 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, guide me to always consult you through prayer as St. 

Joseph did. Bless and give the wisdom to be just and give everyone 

his or her due. Lead us to raise our families in the spirit of the Holy 

Family and to be responsible, God-fearing, ideal parents like Joseph 

and Mary.  

Jesus, I trust in you. 

 

 


