
       

There is a very striking image of God's relationship with his people in today's 

first reading from the prophet Hosea, it is the image of God as the husband 

of his people. God betrothed himself to his people, giving himself in marriage 

to them, and, in doing so, displaying qualities of integrity, justice, 

tenderness, love, and faithfulness. It was Jesus who fully revealed this 

faithful love of God for his people. 

In the gospels, Jesus once referred to himself as the bridegroom. He reveals 

the love of the divine bridegroom, not just for the people of Israel but for all 

humanity. We know from our own human experience that true love always 

brings life to those who are loved. This was true in a special way of Jesus’ 

love. His love for people brought them life to a unique degree.  

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus brings life to a synagogue official’s young 

daughter who had died. Jesus took her by the hand and she stood up. 

In that way, Jesus was showing us all that his love for us is stronger 

than death. When death comes to us, Jesus will take us by the hand 

too and we will stand up in our risen life, a sharing in the Lord’s own 

risen life. However, this side of death we can also experience the life-giving 

power of the Lord’s love for us. Like the woman who suffered from a 

hemorrhage in the gospel reading, we can reach out and touch the 

Lord’s presence to us here and now.  

In the gospel reading, Jesus is approached by two people who were very 

different. One was a synagogue official, who had a recognized and important 

religious role within the community. The other was a woman who suffered 

from a flow of blood, and who, in virtue of that condition, would have been 

considered ritually unclean, and, therefore, excluded from the synagogue. 

Not only were these two people at opposite ends of the religious spectrum of 

the time, but the way they approach Jesus is very different. 



The official comes up to him very publicly, bowing low in front of him. The 

woman secretly touches the fringe of Jesus’ cloak, not wanting to be noticed. 

In spite of their different standing within the community and their different 

approaches to Jesus, what they had in common was their great faith in Jesus 

and in his saving power. Jesus responded equally generously to both of 

these people, healing the official’s daughter and healing the woman of her 

condition. The gospel reading suggests that what matters to the Lord 

is not our standing in the community or how we approach him, how 

we pray, but the strength of our faith in him, the quality of our 

relationship with him.  

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, you love each of us individually with a unique and personal love. 

Touch my life with your saving power, heal and restore me to the fullness of 

life. Help me to give wholly of myself in loving service to others. 

Jesus, I trust in you 


