
                              

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus paints a stark picture of the hostility that his 

followers can expect from the surrounding society. They will be dragged 

before both Jewish and pagan authorities; some of them will be betrayed to 

those authorities by members of their own families. This was the stark 

reality of life for many of Jesus’ followers in the early decades, indeed the 

first two centuries, of the church’s existence. When we reflect on the life of 

the Apostles, we see that Matthew ran a very successful and lucrative 

business extorting money from his countrymen. Peter was a fisherman, who 

was hardly starving to death. Paul was a genius with a bright future due to 

being so energetic, enthusiastic and zealous. Luke was a medical doctor. 

These men had made more than their contemporaries. Why then would they 

ever agree to follow the Lord knowing perfectly well their lives would be cut 

short because of Him? Because their life had no meaning. Life for them was 

incomplete. Life has no meaning outside of Christ. “All things I consider 

them rubbish”.. Rubbish!! “that I may gain Christ.” (Phil 3:8)  

Christ is gain. Christ will never be a loss. The greatest "losers" are they who 

never knew Christ. To live a life devoid of Christ is to live a life devoid of a 

heart-Impossible!! The Apostles tried too. Matthew struggled; Peter backed 

away on numerous occasions; Paul stumbled and fell. All those who follow 

Jesus understand what loss is. It means never turning back, and to be 

labeled a traitor by your countrymen, hunted down like an animal by your 

occupiers; to be hated like a criminal and rejected by family and friends. But 

our loss is rubbish compared to gaining Christ our savior.  

It is our experience that Christians are being persecuted for their faith in 

various parts of the world. Persecution is a major reality to many, especially 

in the Middle East. There are countries around the world in which preaching 

the Gospel and being a Christian is often dangerous and could end in either 

being beaten, thrown in jail and even killed. Jesus here is painting a realistic 

picture for His disciples that following after Him will bring about persecution 

from others around them.  



The ‘wolves’ that Jesus speaks about are still at large. They take different 

forms at different times in history and in different places. Even those of us 

who are not being overtly persecuted for our faith can encounter hostility. 

What would have been considered the normal practice of the faith in the 

recent past can now be perceived to be excessively religious behavior. 

Young people, in particular, can be up against enormous peer pressure that 

works against the living of their faith. Many, even in our Catholic ethos 

schools, can be nervous about acknowledging that they go to Mass on 

Sunday or that they see a value in the church's teaching on sexual morality. 

Even those of an older generation can have equivalent experiences. The 

temptation in such times can be to keep our head down.  

This gospel reading continues to speak to us today. In the words of that 

reading, Jesus calls on us to stand firm to the end. In other words, we are to 

be courageous in our living of our faith in him. The less supportive the 

culture is of our faith and the way of life it inspires, the more courageous we 

need to be.  

In the gospel reading, Jesus again assures his disciples that in the difficult 

days to come, the Holy Spirit, what Jesus calls ‘the Spirit of your Father’, will 

be available to them. That same Holy Spirit remains our resource today. It is 

above all when our faith is put to the test by the culture we inhabit that we 

need to make our own that lovely prayer in today’s responsorial psalm, ‘Do 

not cast me away from your presence, nor deprive me of your holy spirit’. 

So dear Brothers and Sisters, Christ is gain. Jesus calls on us to stand firm 

to the end. The Holy Spirit remains our resource today in witnessing and 

following Jesus in the times of tests and persecutions of different kinds and 

forms in our daily life. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, give me strength, courage, and wisdom as I live my faith in a world 

hostile to You.  May I respond with love and mercy in the face of harshness 

and misunderstanding. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 


