
                 
 

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus blesses God for hiding message of Jesus 
from the learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children. It is 

not the religious experts, religious leaders, the teachers of the Jewish Law, 
who are coming to know God as Jesus is revealing him. Rather, it is those 

who would have been considered religiously and theologically illiterate who 
are coming to know God in and through Jesus’ ministry. Jesus affirms that 

the Father reveals His answers and wisdom to those who are childlike.  So 
this begs the question…is it better to be “wise and learned” or 

“childlike?”  Obviously the answer is that it’s better to be childlike. This may 
seem confusing at first.  It can seem strange to say that it’s not good to be 

“wise and learned.”  
 

But what that means is that it’s not good to be a person who thinks they 
have it all figured out.  It’s not good to be arrogant and a know-it-all.  It’s 

not good to be so filled with pride that we think we have all the answers. 

 
The ideal is to have certain characteristics of a child.  The simple of heart are 

like "infants" in the sense that they see purely without pretense and 
acknowledge their dependence and trust in the one who is greater, wiser, 

and more trustworthy. They seek one thing - the "summum bonum" or 
"greatest good," who is God himself. Simplicity of heart is wedded with 

humility, the queen of virtues, because humility inclines the heart towards 
grace and truth. In particular, it’s good to be one who is open, curious, and 

willing to learn.  It’s good to look at life in the simplest of ways and to stick 
to the basics.   

 
Sure, it’s good to grow in wisdom and knowledge of the things of God.  But 

true wisdom and knowledge always maintain a certain innocence and 
simplicity.  They maintain a basic goodness and acceptance of right and 

wrong.  Life does not have to be complicated, it needs to become 

exceptionally simple. 
 



So, just as pride is the root of every sin and evil, so humility is the only soil 
in which the grace of God can take root. It alone takes the right attitude 

before God and allows him, as God, to do all. God opposes the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble (Proverbs 3:34, James 4:6). Only the humble in 

heart can receive true wisdom and understanding of God and his ways. Do 
you submit to God's word with simple trust and humility? 

 
Reflect, today, upon how ready and willing you are to turn to God for the 

simple and clear answers to life’s most difficult questions.  Reflect upon how 
willing you are to turn to God in trust and hope knowing that God has all the 

answers to your life 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord, once again I turn to You in trust.  Help me to realize that all wisdom 

comes from You rather than myself.  Help me to always turn to You as a 
child would and help my life to remain simple as You desire.   

 
Jesus, I Trust In You. 
 


