
                                                                     

According to John’s gospel, the new tomb in which Joseph of Arimathea and 

Nicodemus buried Jesus was located in a garden, close to the place where 

Jesus was crucified. In today’s gospel reading, Mary Magdalene comes to the 

tomb in the garden. When the risen Lord appeared to her and spoke to her, 

she presumed that the person before her was the gardener. The risen Lord 

was living with a very different kind of life to the life he had before he was 

crucified. Yet, he seemed to Mary Magdalene to be the gardener. It is 

interesting to think of the risen Lord as a gardener. A gardener works to 

nurture the life of nature; gardeners make God’s good creation bloom 

and blossom. The risen Lord also works to nurture life; he came that 

we may have life and have it to the full. The fullness of life is a sharing 

in the Lord's own risen life. Whenever we nurture life, in whatever form, be 

it human life or the life of our created world, the risen Lord is working 

through us.   

The gospel reading for her feast which we have just read portrays her as a 

woman whose devotion to Jesus brought her to the tomb early on that first 

Sunday morning. Her heartfelt devotion to Jesus also left her outside the 

tomb weeping tears of loss when she discovered that the body of Jesus was 

not there. She sought the Lord but could not find him. However, the Lord 

came seeking her and found her when he called her by her name, ‘Mary’. 

Like Mary Magdalene, we too seek the Lord, and, like her, we are also the 

object of the Lord’s search. Indeed, the Lord’s search for us is prior to 

our search for him. Even if we struggle to make our way to the Lord, like 

Mary, the Lord always makes his way to us and calls us by our name.  

It was only when the risen Lord addressed Mary by name that she realized 

the person before her, was Jesus whom she had been following and who had 

been crucified. The Lord calls each of us by name, but we don’t always 



allow ourselves to hear Him speak our name. If we seek after the Lord, 

in the way Mary Magdalene is portrayed as doing in the gospel reading, we 

will hear the Lord speak our name in love. After the risen Lord spoke Mary's 

name, he sends her out as his messenger to the other disciples. She 

becomes the apostle to the disciples. The Lord who calls us by name sends 

us out in the same way. The Living One who calls us by name sends us out 

into the world as life-givers, to protect, sustain and nurture life in all its 

forms.  

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, may I never fail to recognize your voice nor lose sight of your 

presence as you open the Scriptures for me and speak your life-giving word. 

Jesus, I Trust In You. 


