
     

Matthew, in today’s gospel reading, appears to mitigate this embarrassing 

request of these leading disciples by having their mother do the asking. 

James’ preoccupation with worldly honor draws forth Jesus’ powerful 

teaching on what constitutes honor in his kingdom, ‘anyone who wants to be 

great among us must be your servant'. James went on to be a great servant 

of the church and of the Lord, even to the point of drinking the cup of 

suffering that Jesus drank. At this point in the gospel story, James was a 

work in progress. Yet, God had begun a good work in him and would bring it 

to completion. James is an encouragement to us all. Sometimes, like James 

in today's gospel reading, we can display a side to ourselves that falls short 

of what the Lord desires. Yet, such failures need not hold us back from 

continuing to take the path the Lord is calling us to take or prevent us from 

becoming the faithful servant the Lord desires us to be.  

According to the Acts of the Apostles, King Herod Agrippa persecuted the 

church in Judea and had James killed with a sword. He was the first member 

of the twelve to die for his faith in the Lord. According to an ancient 

tradition, his bones were brought from Jerusalem to Compostela in North 

West Spain, as a result of which Compostela has been a place of pilgrimage 

for the past thousand years or more. 

Life Message: 

Who doesn't want to be first, and to be esteemed and honored by 

others? We seem to have an unquenchable thirst for recognition and fame, 
power and authority to rule our own lives as we please as well as the lives of 

others. Should we be surprised to see the disciples of Jesus thirsting for 
power, position, and authority? James and John, the sons of Zebedee, urged 



their mother to strike a deal with Jesus, their Master and Messiah. They 
wanted the distinction of being first and most important in position, next to 
Jesus, of course! 

When Jesus called the twelve apostles to be his inner circle of disciples who 
would teach and exercise spiritual authority on his behalf, he did the 

unthinkable! Jesus taught contrary to the world's understanding of power, 
authority, and position, by reversing the order of master and servant, lord 

and subject, first and last! Jesus wedded authority with love, position with 
sacrifice, and service with humility. Authority without love is over-bearing 

and slavish. Position without respect and concern for the subordinate is 

demeaning and rude. And service without generosity and sacrifice is cheap 
and unkind. 

Those who wish to serve with the Lord Jesus and to exercise authority in 

God's kingdom must be prepared to sacrifice - not just some of their time, 
money, and resources - but their whole lives and all that they possess!  

Let us pray: 

Jesus, I desire to receive Your Precious Body and Blood and, in that 
reception, to receive the strength and grace I need to follow You in Your 

sufferings.  As I follow You in Your sufferings, help me also to share in Your 
glory.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 

 


