
                                        

 

There are two parts to this morning's gospel reading. In the first part, Jesus 

announces his coming suffering and death. As a result, we are told, a great 

sadness came over the disciples. Sadness is the normal response when we 

are faced with the departure or the death of someone we love. We have all 

known that kind of sadness, the sadness that engulfs the disciples in today's 

gospel reading. To some extent, we live with it all the time. Yet, we cannot 

allow such sadness to dominate us. We have to keep going in the strength 

the Lord gives us.  

In today's gospel reading, Jesus and the disciples keep traveling on after this 

moment of harsh reality. Eventually, they come to Capernaum, the home of 

Simon Peter. There, a strange little incident takes place. The half-shekel tax 

is the tax that every Jew in the time of Jesus paid annually towards the 

upkeep of the temple. On the one hand, Jesus says that he and his followers 

are exempt from paying this tax because Jesus himself is now the new 

temple. 

In the conversation Jesus subsequently had with Peter about this tax, Jesus 

says, ‘the sons are exempt’. Jesus was in the process of forming a new 

family of disciples, who would be his brothers and sisters, and, thereby, sons 

and daughters of God. We all belong to that family. On the principle that 

fathers do not tax their children, Jesus concludes that the members of his 

new family do not have to pay a tax to God, their Father.  



However, even though in principle Jesus' disciples are free from this tax, 

they should pay it. Jesus tells Peter to pay the tax so as not to offend the 

religious leaders. In other words, Jesus declares freedom in this regard but 

then recommends putting this freedom to one side for the moment so as not 

to give unnecessary offense. In that way, Jesus reminds us that although we 

may be free regarding certain matters, sometimes it can be right not to use 

our freedom when the good of others is at stake. 

Life messages: 

1) Let us express our gratitude to Jesus our Savior for the price of 

suffering and death he paid for our sins. We can do this by avoiding all 

occasions of sins, by offering our pains and sufferings as atonement for our 

sins and by helping others sacrificially.  

2) We should obey the laws of the Church and of our country as loyal 

Christians and loyal citizens and contribute to the needs of the Church and 

its mission by our tithing, while we help the government by paying our 

taxes. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, your death brought true life and freedom. May I always walk in 

the freedom and power of your love and truth and reject whatever is 

contrary to your will for my life. Let me not use my freedom when the good 

of others at stake. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 


