
                 

In this chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus uses the harsh rebuke “Woe to 

you…” seven times in a row in reference to the scribes and Pharisees.  He 

also calls them “blind guides,” “hypocrites,” “whitewashed tombs,” 

“serpents,” “brood of vipers,” and “murderers.”  Jesus could not be any 

clearer about His wholehearted and harsh rebukes of these religious leaders. 

Why is Jesus so harsh toward the scribes and Pharisees?  Because they are 

doing one of the grave evils one can do.  They are misleading people in the 

name of God.  Nothing could be worse. 

Jesus was angry with the religious leaders because they failed to listen to 

God's word and they misled the people they were supposed to teach and 

lead in the ways of God. They were blindly leading people to "pharisaism"- to 

their own ideas, rules, and practices which God did not intend or require - 

rather than to God's intention and way of life for his people. Jesus also 

chastised them for their hyprocisy - a hypocrite is an actor or imposter who 

says one thing but does the opposite.  

The sin of Hypocrisy is a deadly one…We need to ask ourselves: Have I 
become a prey to this deadly and poisonous Sin? 

I am hypocritical,  

1. When I profess to be a Christian but don’t even seek to live the 
Gospel values in my life.  

2. When I say I love God above all but don’t find even few moments to 
be with Him in prayer.  

3. When I say I love others but constantly hurt them with my words 
and fail to appreciate them and even fail to pray for them 



 4. When I receive the Eucharist but fail to even try to give my life in 
service for others.  

5. When I recite many prayers but do not seek to listen or do God’s 
Will in my life.  

6. When I am a Religious leader/Priest/ Religious but have failed to 

even try to give God the first place in my life and lead people with full 
sincerity as a good example to God and His Kingdom.  

7. When I am a Church member but have failed to even try to learn 
and follow the commands and regulations of the Church! 

The habit of hypocrisy is a poisonous one. Have I become a victim to this 

harmful and fatal Habit? When we read this passage of the Gospel, we must 
also keep in mind one basic principle: Jesus is not making a blanket 

condemnation of the whole group of people rather He criticizes and 
condemns the attitude and their mentality 

Sin is hated…… not the sinner!  Sin is to be thrown away…… but the sinner is 

given a chance to repent! The Pharisee is not hated…… but Pharisaism is 
condemned!  

In His sermon, Jesus revealed 5 traits of a church going hypocrite: 

1) They Claim authority for themselves 

2) Insincere concern for others. 

3) Loveless and uncaring. 

4) Pretentious displays of piety. 

5) Pride & Arrogance 

Do any of these relate to us as the church today? 

Do we call people to a relationship with God, or religion? 

Do we focus on mercy and compassion or rules & regulations? 

Do we make a big deal of things that don’t really matter at all? 

Are we so busy trying to look good that we forget to be good? 

Remember, God is never fooled by appearances. He sees our hearts. 



 

We may be “acting” very well in the stage of life: maybe knowingly… maybe 
unknowingly. But today, the Lord wants us to examine our lives and set 

things right with deep love. He encourages and motivates us through St Paul 
and his companions: “We constantly pray for you; may our God make you 

worthy of His calling May He, by His power, fulfill your good purposes and 
your work prompted by faith!" (2 Thess 1:11-12)    

Let us do away with the Habit of Hypocrisy and genuinely seek to grow in 
Authenticity, Genuineness, and Faithfulness! 

Let us pray: 

Lord, when I fall into the awful sin of self-righteousness and pride, please 

humble me and rebuke me at the core of my being.  Help me to always 

respond to these holy rebukes by truly repenting of my sins.  Help me, also, 

to charitably speak the truth to those who need to hear it for their own 

good.  Give me wisdom, courage, and mercy in life so that I may be used to 

help all sinners return to You. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 


