
  

The ministry of mutual encouragement – Need of the Hour 

At the end of today’s first reading, Paul calls on the members of the church 

in the city of Thessalonica to ‘give encouragement to each other, and keep 

strengthening one another, as you do already’. This is the earliest Christian 

document we possess and, there, Paul is drawing attention to a very 

important ministry that everyone in the church is called to engage in, the 

ministry of mutual encouragement. At that time, the church consisted of a 

number of very small communities scattered throughout the Roman Empire, 

living in an environment that was hostile to them. They would not receive 

much encouragement from the society in which they lived, so they needed 

to encourage one another and to build up one another in the Lord.  

Today, two thousand years later, that ministry of encouragement in the 

church is just as necessary as it ever was, especially in these times which 

can be so discouraging for people of faith. Our willingness to come together 

for worship as we are now doing is itself a source of encouragement for all 

present. In the gospel reading, Jesus engages in this ministry of 

encouragement and strengthening in the synagogue of Capernaum. He 

strengthens and builds up a disturbed person who had addressed him in a 

most aggressive way, ‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?’ As a 

result of Jesus’ ministry to this disturbed person, the gospel reading says 

that ‘astonishment seized’ all who witnessed it. Everyone who saw what 

happened was strengthened and encouraged. Whenever we do anything to 

encourage and strengthen one another in faith, we are doing the Lord’s work 

in our own time. 

Evil cannot stand Holiness: 

Mutual 
Encouragemt 
in the journey 

of Faith



Satan, while discussing and planning his strategies, would spread the large 
map of the universe. Then, He would put his finger on a place which was 

colored red and told them, “If it were not for this red spot, I could conquer 
the whole universe!” That red spot is the Blood of our Blessed Saviour, shed 

on the Cross at Calvary! Yes, Satan trembles at the glorious presence of our 
Blessed Lord. Evil cannot stand Holiness. Wickedness cannot tolerate 

Goodness. 

Washed clean by the blood of the Lamb, we have the power to stand 

before the forces of evil. 

The Gospel of the Day presents this expression and dread of the evil one, 

who is unable to bear the presence of the Divine Saviour. When the man 
who was possessed by the evil spirit, encountered Jesus, “he cried out with a 

loud voice, ‘Ah! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 

come to destroy us?” (Lk 4: 34) 

Yes, Satan trembles at the glorious presence of our Blessed Lord. Evil cannot 

stand Holiness. Wickedness cannot tolerate Goodness. 

As followers of our Blessed Lord, we too are called upon to become "people 

of authority and holiness" Can I seek to grow deeper in my relationship with 
the Lord so that my Spirit-filled presence will cause the demons of 

"filthiness, lust, corruption, and injustice" to tremble and be cast away? Can 
I make efforts to co-operate still more with the Grace of the Lord so that my 

life-in-Jesus, will cause the demons of "wickedness, indifference, hatred, and 

pride" to shiver and be chased away? 

Imitating Blessed Lord in the midst of Opposition and Cries – fidelity 

to Faith 

When we are washed clean by the blood of the Lamb, we have the power to 
stand before the forces of evil. When we are purified by the cleansing might 

of the blood of Christ, we have the grace to challenge the pressures of 
Satan. May our lives, washed in the Blood of our Blessed Lord, be a “red 

spot” which would distort every wicked plan of Satan to conquer this world 

and may we shine forth, in brightness and holiness, radiating the 

Authoritative Presence of Christ to all! 

The preceding passage (Lk 4: 1-30) described the dramatic inauguration of 
the public ministry of Jesus in His home-town, Nazareth. Initially, there was 

a lot of amazement, wonder, and awe that was expressed by the people. But 



when the Lord, began to explicate His Mission, especially of being a Saviour 
of all the nations, there was a change in the attitude of the people. The shift 

from a “goody-goody” expectation of the Messiah to a “challenging” 
presence, caused them discomfort, and they began to express their anger 

and infuriation, by seeking to even kill the Lord 

But the Spirit-filled Jesus had no stopping. He determined in His dedication 

committed to His cause purposeful in His program. Can we also imitate 
our Blessed Lord in this unswerving fidelity? Oppositions may rock 

our life Crises may strangle our hopes. But can I still continue to 

hold on to being Faithful to the Gospel and to the ways of the Lord? 

Let us pray: 

Lord, I pray that you lead us to encourage one another in the Parish in our 

Faith Journey and in the times of pain suffering problems. when I am 
tempted and confused, please come to me.  Help me to discern the evil one 

and his lies.  May I turn to You the All-Powerful One in all things, and may I 

rely upon the powerful intercession of the holy angels You have entrusted to 

me.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 


