
     

A name doesn’t imply that you know everything about someone, but it does 

make a person “invocable.” To know that there is a “someone” standing 

before you is not to know too much. When that "someone" has a name, 

however, he or she is placed in a relationship with you, and relationships are 

what matter most. By means of a name, we go beyond a mere concept, 

beyond a mere thing. A name includes another in our circle of shared 

existence. A name opens a door to the more complex reality that is every 

human soul.  

The God of Christianity is not a mere concept who does, but a being who is. 
He has a name. He is “Abba” or “Father.” He is Jesus Christ. He is the Holy 

Spirit. It’s hard to imagine truly knowing, or loving, a nameless entity whose 

identity is its function. 
 

Jesus Himself called out “Mary!" in the garden on the morning of His 
resurrection, and her spoken name elicited a beautiful response: “Rabboni!” 

In Chapter Three of the Book of Exodus, God calls Moses, by name, to 
approach Him in the burning bush. God first states that He is the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But Moses is not completely satisfied with 
knowing that God is, or for whom He is. So Moses asks the question 

everyone asks when they want to deepen a relationship: "What's your 
name?" God then pulls the curtains aside and invites Moses into His inner 

life, into a relationship with Him. He reveals something more intimate. He 
tells Moses His name—“Yahweh” or “I am Who Am.”  

 
Today the Church commemorates a name, as much as the person who bears 

it. The holiness of the name of God, which the Second Commandment 

forbids man to take in vain, is reflected in the holy names of all the saints 
and holy things and holy places dedicated to Him. The name of the Mother of 

God, the Holy or Blessed Virgin Mary, should be safe in our mouths. This 
feast falls during the Octave of the Birthday of the Virgin Mary and was 



inserted into the Church’s universal calendar just after the triumph of the 
Christian army over the Turks at the Battle of Vienna in 1683. The feast was 

suppressed after Vatican II but once again placed in the calendar by Pope 
Saint John Paul II in 2002.  

 
Mary’s name evokes tenderness and maternity. All Christians should call 

upon the blessed name of the Mother of God as the most powerful 
intercessor before the throne of Her Son in heaven. Her name puts us in 

relationship with her. She is not far away. She is close to us, as a mother 
should be, and she wants to be called upon by her children who are so in 

need of her. 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Saint Mary may your holy name be always respected and honored because 

you are closer to God than we are, because you know Him more intimately 
than we do, and because we trust that you will be with us now and at the 

hour of our death. Amen.  
 

Mother Mary Pray for Us. 
 

Jesus, I Trust In You  
 
 


