
      

Mercy is a gift, not a right.  But the good news is that God’s heart burns with 

a desire to pour forth that gift.  Acknowledging mercy as an absolute gift, to 

which we have no right, unleashes its power in our lives.  Understanding this 

humble truth is a profession of faith in God’s mercy and delights His heart 

abundantly. 

In today’s Gospel Reading, The example set for us by this centurion is a 

powerful one. Rich Centurion’s servant was ill and messengers were sent to 

Jesus to ask that He come and heal the servant.  However, this centurion 

deeply sensed his unworthiness before Jesus.  As Jesus was arriving, the 

centurion sent his friends to humbly greet Jesus, profess his unworthiness, 

and profess his faith that Jesus could heal his servant from a distance.   

Here one profound truth this passage reveals is that humility, faith, and 

mercy are intertwined.  The centurion knew the humble truth of Jesus' 

greatness and his own unworthiness.  The humble profession of that truth 

was an act of great faith on his part.  The result was that mercy, the free 

gift, was sent forth upon the centurion and his servant.  

Too often in our life of prayer, we pray as if we have a right to God's grace.  

This is a profound mistake.  We must seek to follow this centurion's example 

by understanding that we do not have a right to anything from our Lord.  

This humble acknowledgment is the necessary foundation for the reception 

of the abundant mercy of God. 

The tremendous expression of faith by the Centurion, was enough for Jesus 

to admire and appreciate Him. So this Gospel is a wonderful challenge for 

each of us to examine our life of faith. Does Jesus admire and appreciate us? 

In a situation when we are surrounded by sicknesses of negativity and 
discouragement, can we also boldly say, “Only say a word, Lord…and I will 

be healed!” 
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In a situation when life-threatening moments of crushing-failures and 
despair encircle us, can we also boldly say, “Only say a word, Lord…and I 

will be healed!” 

In a situation when we get depressed by the various day to day problems of 

life, can we also boldly say, “Only say a word, Lord…and I will be healed!” 

As a famous saying goes, “It is easy to praise the Lord, but it really is a 

challenge to receive praises from the Lord!”. When we stand firm in our faith 
in God, we receive ovations and appreciations from Him. When we have 

confidence in our love for God, we receive ovations and admiration from 
Him. When we remain strong in our Hope in God, we receive ovations and 

approval from Him. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, we read, that when St Stephen was at the verge 

of death, after his powerful witness, he saw, “Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God” (Acts 7:56) 

The Courageous Faith of St Stephen was rewarded with a “standing ovation” 

by the Son of God. The Trusting Confidence of the Centurion was blessed 
with a verbal ovation by the Savior of the World. Shall we also make our 

faith and our Christian life, worthy of an ovation from the King of kings? 

Let us pray: 

Lord, I am not worthy that You would come to me.  I am not worthy of the 

precious gift of Holy Communion or of Your mercy in my life.  Please Lord, 

help me to continually see that all You give is a gift of Your unlimited 

mercy.  I thank You, dear Lord.   

Jesus, I trust in You. 


