
        
                                                                    

Today’s Gospel reveals the beginning of His ministry after John the Baptist 
had been arrested.  Jesus started preaching the Good News about God the 

Father and about God’s Kingdom. It was “Good News” because Jesus 
introduced to his hearers God his Father as a loving, merciful, providing 

and forgiving Father Who wanted to save everyone from the 
bondage of sin.  

 
I. What is the good news which Jesus brings? 

  
1. It is the good news of peace – the Lord comes to reconcile and 

restore us to friendship with God.  
2. The good news of hope – the Lord comes to dwell with us and to 

give us a home with him in his heavenly kingdom.  
3. The good news of truth – the Lord Jesus sets us free from the lies 

and deception of Satan and opens our mind to understand the truth 

and revelation of God’s word (John 8:32).  
4. The good news of promise – Jesus fulfills the promise of God to 

reward those who seek him with the treasure of heaven.  
5. The good news of immortality – Jesus overcomes sin and death for 

us in order to raise our lowly bodies to be like his glorious body which 
will never die again.  

6. And the good news of salvation – the Lord Jesus delivers us from 
every fear, every sin, and every obstacle that would keep us from 

entering his everlasting kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy  
 

As a continuation of John’s message, Jesus, too, invited his hearers to 
repentance and the renewal of their lives. Matthew identified Jesus’ 

preaching and healing ministry in Galilee as the fulfillment of the prophecy of 
Isaiah.  

 

II. We can look at today’s Gospel passage from different perspectives.  We 
can look at it from the perspective of the ministry of Jesus, from the 



perspective of those who have been cured, but also from the perspective of 
those who brought others to Jesus.  It’s this latter perspective that we 

reflect upon today. 
 

Imagine yourself being one of those who brought to Jesus those with 
“various diseases,” those “racked with pain,” and those who were 

“possessed, lunatics and paralytics.”  Do you have the necessary love, 
concern and compassion to be one who brings these people to Jesus?  

 
Often times, when we encounter those who are hurting or are the “rejects” 

of society, we tend to look down on them.  It takes a very merciful and 
compassionate person to see the dignity of these people and to do 

something to help them heal and encounter the love of God.  Reaching out 
to those in serious need requires great humility on our part and requires a 

truly non-judgmental heart.  The Son of God came into our world to bring 

healing and salvation to all people.  It’s our duty to help bring all people to 
Jesus, no matter their condition, level of need, or societal status.  

Today’s Gospel calls us to follow the example of these first disciples of Jesus 
by seeking out those in need and looking for ways to bring them to Jesus, 

the Divine Healer.  Commit yourself to this act of compassion and you will be 
blessed for your goodness.  

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord, please give me a heart of mercy and compassion.  Help me to realize 

that You came for all people, especially those who are in serious need.  Give 
me the grace to do my part so that all people will come to enter into Your 

healing presence.   
 

Jesus, I trust in You. 


