
                                   

Today, Holy Mother the Church celebrates the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus 

and with an invitation: To “fan into flames” (2 Tim 1:6) the fire of God’s 
Love that has been kindled in us, at our Baptism! The liturgical season of 

Christmas, celebrating the self-revelation of God through Jesus, comes to an 
end with the feast of the Baptism of Our Lord. Today we remember and 

celebrate the end of Jesus’ “hidden life” and the start of his public ministry – 

to preach, to teach and to heal. 

Most of us were baptized as infants, we have no recollection of our Baptism, 
yet we know it was the most significant day of our life. It was the day we 

were specially singled out by God for ministry in the world. It is the sign of 
his special favor resting upon us. We have through that closely linked 

sacrament, Confirmation, had the power of the Holy Spirit poured out on us. 
We, like Christ, have begun a ministry for we are the instruments he has 

chosen to communicate his salvation to the world. 
 

I. Meaning of Baptism: 

 
What does baptism mean? The meaning of baptism can be found in the four 

letters of the word RICE. “R” stands for Rebirth. In baptism we are born 
again by water and the Holy Spirit. We are cleansed from original sin and 

become sons and daughters of God in a special way. “I” stands 
for Initiation. At baptism we are initiated or admitted into full membership 

in the church, the community of the children of God in the world. “C” is 
for Consecration. In baptism we consecrate and dedicate ourselves to seek 

and to spread the kingdom of God. We commit ourselves to be servants of 
God, to do God’s will and serve God with our whole lives. And “E” is 

for Empowerment. At baptism the Holy Spirit comes into our lives and 
empowers us, equips us, gives us the moral strength to say no to evil and to 

live as God’s children that we have become. 



 
II. Our baptism is all about “finding Jesus: 

 
Baptism is indeed the sacrament of the union to Christ in the love of God! As 

soon as Christ was baptized by John, the heaven was opened and the Holy 
Spirit bodily appeared descending on Jesus! The Father revealed then his 

presence saying overtly: « Thou art my beloved Son; with thee, I am well 
pleased.» 
 

What a Mystery! It is the Mystery of our baptism! The Father loves us in his 
beloved Son, by the strength of the Holy Spirit! Now, today, we have to answer 

faithfully to this love daily to the end of our life! The Love of God is all-

powerful: let us allow ourselves to be attracted by him! Do not resist the 
strength which is in us by the sacrament of our baptism! Move toward Jesus! 

Let us answer to his love by receiving him with dignity in the Eucharist! Let us 
ask Mary to help us on this sometimes difficult way of the life in God! 

 
what can we take away from today's celebration of the Baptism of the Lord? 

First, we can celebrate the reality that our baptism links us to Jesus and to all 
who have gone before us in faith. At a time when legal papers have become 

so important for determining status, we can claim our baptismal certificate as 
our principal identity card. It tells us to whom we belong and to what we are 

called. Jesus' response to his baptism reminds us that the ceremony is but 
one tiny moment, the meaning of which is determined by how we live it out 

day by day. Observing him, we realize that baptism doesn't give us status but 
a mission. To discern that mission, we too must pray and listen to the 

Scriptures. Our baptism is all about "finding Jesus." Finding Jesus in the here 

and now (wherever HE happens to fall in) – and we plunge into His life and 
mission, trying to follow, so that, like him, we too may be "found" 

WELLPLEASING" to God. 
 

III. The quality of our soul is changed: 
 

When we are baptized we are profoundly changed. The change is so great that the 

quality of our soul is transformed. Baptism is not just something external, not just a 
certificate we receive on paper, but we are profoundly changed in our soul. That is 

why baptism is received only once because it leaves a mark forever on our soul. 
We often call that mark a seal. Baptism puts a seal on our souls. This is why 

baptism is the first sacrament we receive. The reason why the quality of our soul is 
changed at baptism is because Jesus' baptism is the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

To show the change that takes place in us when we are baptized there are signs 
immediately after our baptism; we are anointed with the oil of chrism, we are 

clothed with the white garment, the parents receive a lighted candle, and the child’s 
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ears and mouth are blessed. They remind us that all through life we are different 
and sealed by God as his own. 

  
IV. The symbols of our baptism are used again when we die. 

 

This is evident again when we die because the symbols of our baptism are used 
again when we die. Water was poured over our heads three times when we were 

baptized and as our casket enters the church it is sprinkled with Holy Water, and 
sprinkled with Holy Water again at the end of Mass. When we were baptized we 

were clothed in a white garment and as the casket enters the church the pall is 
placed on top. Even if the national flag was on the casket on the way to the church 

it is removed when entering the church and replaced with the pall to show that 
what happened when we were baptized took precedence over everything, making 

us a child of God. When the white garment was placed on us during baptism it was 
accompanied by this prayer, “See in this white garment the outward sign of your 

Christian dignity. Bring that dignity unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.” 
Therefore as the casket enters the church the pall is placed on top. When we were 

baptized a baptismal candle was lit from the Paschal Candle and handed to the 
parents and when our casket is in the church the Paschal Candle stands beside it. 

All these signs after our baptism show that we are sealed forever and so when we 

die these same signs are used again as our casket is in the church. 
 

V. To be a Baptized Person in Jesus – a passage from the Old to 

the New, requires…. 
 

1. The sacrifice of oneself: Willingness to sacrifice one's life for the 
Lord, in the form of money, talents, time, energy, etc. He who wishes 

to follow me, must deny himself, take up his cross and follow me (Mt 
16:24) 

 
2. Undergoing pain and suffering: Openness to share the agony and 

grief of life through various life situations and being patient and faithful in all 
trials. “The Lord your God will circumcise your heart… to love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul…” (Dt 30: 6) 
 

3. Embracing a life of humility and dependence on God: Readiness 
to overcome our pride, our selfish desires, and interests and allow God's 

grace and mercy to flow through us. “Humble yourselves, therefore, under 

God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time” (1Pet 5:6) 
 

Today very often, the Ceremony of Baptism gets reduced to a mere ritual 
with only celebrations and get-togethers. We need to instead, revive the 

primary aspect of Baptism: As a life-transforming process, with its 
intrinsic elements of pain and sacrifices! 



 
VI. The mission of Jesus after Baptism – Our Mission after 

Baptism: 
 

The 1st reading was like the manifesto of Jesus through the prophet Isaiah. 

Isaiah made the world know the type of person Jesus is, the effect He will 

bring to the whole world and how he is to do it. It predicts what God was to 

say in the gospel about his Son: “My servant, my chosen one, my soul 

delights in him and my spirit is upon him” (Is 42:1-2; Matt. 3:17) 

The same reading made us aware of the mission of Jesus after the baptism 

which of course is the mission of every baptized Christian: 

1 He must bring forth justice to the nations 

2 He will not be violent but calmly achieve his objectives 

3 He will not allow any situation to discourage him in his mission in the world 

4 He is a sign of God’s covenant of love to the world 

5 He will be a light to the nations to see God the way He truly is. 

6 He will make people see and know God truly 

7 He will loosen those in the bondage of sin and give them spiritual freedom 

of the children of God. 

8 He will remove the darkness that beclouds this world in the minds of 

people. 

9 To make sure we give each person equal opportunity in his kingdom and in 

this world without any partiality(Acts 10:34) 

10 He is to preach peace to the world everywhere he finds himself11 The 

Christian is to do good everywhere, always and to everyone, he meets12 He 

is giving them the power to heal if not from the bodily ailment, but from 

sickness afflicted by sin and the devil. 

As A baptized Christian like Jesus, can the Father give a credible testimony 

of you as his well-beloved with whom and through his life, his work, his 

speech, thought and actions even omissions he is well pleased?. Do you live 

up to your baptismal vows and responsibilities? The devil you rejected at 

baptism and which you renew on Holy Saturdays; his actions and allurement 

is the devil still rejected in actuality by your life or by mere words. Is your 

life as a baptized Christian a real-life of Christ or a coverup? Is the baptism 

you received meaningful and alive, dead or decayed? 

Baptism was a beginning, an initiation into a life of grace, a journey with the 
Lord! The Spirit of the Lord is within us. And the call from Deep within us is 

strong: “Rise up from slumber, if you are sleeping. 

 



As a Baptized Christian, you have a very noble vocation and an immense 
responsibility. Christian Life is no joke. It does not tolerate passivity. It does 

not allow lethargy! Look up... 
 

Mother Church is waiting to embrace you in deep love with Her Sacraments. 
Mother Mary and all the Saints and Angels are encouraging you to become a 

Saint. Yes, You are a Baptized Child of God, Consecrated to the Lord, Holy to 
Him! Be true, Be Faithful, Be Enthusiastic, Be Proud to be a Christian” 

Yes, the fire of God’s Love that has been kindled in us at Baptism ought to 
continue to blaze in us, setting many other souls on fire for love of God! Let 

us re-kindle the fire and love of being a Christian. Let’s renew our Baptismal 
vows! Let’s live our Baptism! 
 

Happy Feast to all of us, baptized with our Dearest Lord! 
 

Let us pray: 

Lord God, thank you for the gift of my baptism. Help me to be truly baptized 

and Christian in acts, thoughts, and speech. Lord Enlightened by Christ may 

I share that Light with all others I meet on my pilgrim journey. Amen. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 


