
 

Jesus, the forgiving Lord, is my Source Strength and 
Summit of my life. 

We can all find ourselves being misunderstood or misjudged. We do 

something and it is interpreted in a way that is completely different from 
what we intended. We say something and it is heard in a very different way 

to what we wanted to say. It can be very upsetting when we are misjudged 
and misinterpreted in this way. 

The gospel reading suggests that Jesus was misinterpreted in the greatest 
way imaginable. Jesus was doing the work of God, healing the sick and 

releasing people from their demons. The Holy Spirit who came down upon 
him at this baptism was powerfully at work in all he said and did. However, 

some of the religious experts of the time held the view that the spirit at work 
in Jesus was an evil spirit, not the Holy Spirit. 'It is through the prince of 

devils that he casts devils out'. It is hard to imagine a more serious 

misjudgment of others to confuse the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives 
with the work of an evil spirit. It is what Jesus calls in the gospel reading, 

blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. These religious experts were completely 
blind to the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of Jesus.   

We might be tempted to think that we could not be so blind. Yet, we too can 
fail to recognize the presence and working of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 

others. We can be so focused on what we perceive to be their failings that 
we fail to see the presence of the Holy Spirit in them. The gospel reading 

calls on us to be alert to the signs of the Holy Spirit in each other, even 
when those signs are not always glaringly obvious. 

  



In the 2nd Book of Samuel, we read how the people of Israel come to David 
requesting him to be the king. David accepts their request but also yields 

himself to the Power of the Lord as he makes a covenant at Hebron, “before 
the Lord!” (Cf. 2 Sam 5:3). The result of this dependence on the Lord was 

that David grew greater, as the Lord blessed him 

 “And David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was 

with him.” (2 Sam 5:10). When one ascribes one’s strength and abilities, to 
the care of the Lord, the Lord takes over and gives blessings and favors, in 

accordance with His Will. 

Authority, credibility, and integrity grow when one understands that the Lord 

is the Source, Strength, and Summit of one's life. 

Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, you are the Source, Strength, and Summit of my life. what is 

done cannot be undone, and what is said cannot be retracted. But with you 

Lord, there is mercy and forgiveness. I do acknowledge my sin and I am 
sorry for it.  Help me, dear Lord, to continually foster within my heart a 

greater sorrow for sin and a deeper trust in Your divine mercy.   
 

Jesus, I Trust In You 


