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Feast of Saints Elizabeth and Zechariah 
 

The name Elizabeth means in Hebrew "worshiper of God" and the name Zachariah 
means "Jehovah hath remembered." 
 
The Holy Prophet Zachariah and the Righteous Elizabeth were the parents of the Holy 
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, John. They were descended from the 
lineage of Aaron: St Zachariah, son of Barach, was a priest in the Jerusalem Temple, 
and St Elizabeth was the sister of St Anna, the mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The 
righteous spouses were walking in all the commandments of the Lord (Luke 1:6). 
The Gospel of Luke states that though Elizabeth and Zachariah never committed evil in 
the eyes of God, Elizabeth was barren for most of her life. However, they did not move 
away from God. They remained faithful to their beliefs even though they might have felt 
disappointed. They might have also felt humiliated because in the Jewish culture when 
a couple failed to have a child it meant that one is not blessed by God. God had a plan 
for this couple! 
 
Elizabeth was advanced in age when the Angel Gabriel appeared to her husband 
Zachariah in the temple to promise them a son. St. Elizabeth is most famous for the 
words of the “Hail Mary,” which she uttered at feeling her child leap in her womb as 
Mary, then pregnant with Jesus, came to visit a cousin. However, there is no further 
mention of her in the bible after the birth and circumcision of her son John the Baptist. 
 
Zachariah was in the Temple when the angel Gabriel appeared announcing that 
Elizabeth would bear a son who would "bring back many of the people of Israel to the 
Lord their God." When Zachariah expressed doubt at this because of her age, he was 
struck mute, and upon exiting the Temple it was clear to the people there that he had 
seen a vision. He remained mute until John's birth when he wrote out the new-borns 
name. 
 
There are mentions of Elizabeth in the apocryphal works, but these are not within the 
canon of the Bible. In the Apocrypha, it mentions that her husband, Zachariah, was 
murdered in the temple. 
 



When King Herod heard from the Magi about the birth of the Messiah, he decided to kill 
all the infants up to two years old at Bethlehem and the surrounding area, hoping that 
the new-born Messiah would be among them. Herod knew about John's unusual birth 
and he wanted to kill him, fearing that he was the foretold King of the Jews. But 
Elizabeth hid herself and the infant in the hills. The murderers searched everywhere for 
John. Elizabeth, when she saw her pursuers, began to implore God for their safety, and 
immediately the hill opened up and concealed her and the infant from their pursuers. In 
these tragic days, St Zachariah was taking his turn at the services in the Temple. 
Soldiers sent by Herod tried in vain to learn from him the whereabouts of his son. T 
 
Then, by command of Herod, they murdered this holy prophet, having stabbed him 
between the temple and the altar (Mt 23: 35). Elizabeth died forty days after her 
husband, and St John, preserved by the Lord, dwelt in the wilderness until the day of his 
appearance to the nation of Israel. 
 


