
Daily Saints – 10 December 
 

 

 
 

Our Lady of Loreto 
 

The Holy Family’s house in Nazareth has a complicated and obscure history. What is 
known is that the knights of the First Crusade took control of Galilee in 1099 and made 
Nazareth their capital. The Italian Angeli family began to reconstruct the Holy Family’s 
house when a Muslim army won a key battle in 1187 near Nazareth, forcing all the 
Europeans to flee. The Angelis disassembled stones of the Holy Family’s house and 
shipped them to Italy by way of modern-day Croatia. The stones were ultimately 
reconstructed in 1294–95 in their present location in Loreto, where the labors of the 
Angelis in bringing the stones by ship turned into the legend that “angels” had scooped 
up the home in Nazareth and transported it through the air to Loreto. In the succeeding 
centuries, the small stone house was enclosed within an elaborate marble structure 
within an ornate papal basilica, which became one of the most visited Marian shrines in 
the world. 
 
Our Lady of Loreto is the title of the Virgin Mary with respect to the Holy House of 
Loreto. This name is also used her statue displayed inside the Holy House. In the 1600s 
a Mass and a Marian litany were approved. This "Litany of Loreto" is the Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, one of the five litanies approved for public recitation by the 
Church. In 1920 Pope Benedict XV declared the Madonna of Loreto patron saint of air 
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travelers and pilots. The statue was granted a Canonical Coronation in 1922 by Pope 
Pius XI. In October 2019 Pope Francis restored the feast of Our Lady of Loreto, 
commemorated on December 10, to the universal Roman calendar.  
 
The formal decree instituting the change states that the new feast “will help all people, 
especially families, youth and religious to imitate the virtues of the perfect disciple of the 
Gospel, the Virgin Mother, who, in conceiving the head of the church also accepted us 
as her own.” 
 
Bulls in favor of the Shrine at Loreto were issued by Pope Sixtus IV in 1491 (although, 
since Sixtus IV died in 1484, either the date is erroneous, or else the pope should be 
Innocent VIII), and by Julius II in 1507, the last alluding to the translation of the house 
with some caution (ut pie creditur et fama est). While, like most miracles, the translation 
of the house is not a matter of faith for Catholics, nonetheless, in the late 17th 
century, Innocent XII appointed a missa cum officio proprio (a special mass) for the 
Feast of the Translation of the Holy House, which as late as the 20th century was 
enjoined in the Spanish Breviary as a greater double on December 10. This mass was 
recently restored by Pope Francis in 2019.  
 
On 4 October 2012, Benedict XVI visited the Shrine to mark the 50th anniversary 
of John XXIII's visit. In his visit, Benedict formally entrusted the World Synod of 
Bishops and the Year of Faith to the Virgin of Loreto.  
 
Due to Our Lady of Loreto being the patroness of aviators, Charles 
Lindbergh took a Loreto statuette with him on his flight across the Atlantic, 
and Apollo 9 carried a Loreto medallion on its flight to the moon.  
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