
   

There is a contrast in today’s readings between Solomon, the Lord’s 

anointed one, who turned away from the Lord to worship the pagan gods of 
his wives and the pagan woman who turned towards the Lord in faith on 

behalf of her seriously ill daughter. The one from whom faith in the Lord 
would have been expected, Solomon, displayed a very weak faith and the 

one from whom faith would not have been expected in that culture displayed 
a very deep faith. It is often the way in the Scriptures that those perceived 

to be closest to the Lord have turned from him, whereas those perceived to 
be beyond the reach of the Lord have turned towards him. 

 
Yes, A pagan woman, Syrophoenician approached Jesus for favor with faith. 

Syrophoenician denoted a mixed-race – half Syrians and half Phoenician; 
thus denoting also a crisis in cultural and linguistic identity. She had to face 

scandal because she had to approach Jesus who was a pure Jew. Greeks and 
especially Greek woman had no interaction at all with Jewish men. She had 

to face crisis because her child was possessed with an unclean spirit. A 

demon-possession in her beloved daughter would have chased away all her 
peace of mind. She had to face challenges to her faith when the Lord 

addressed her in an apparently disrespectful manner. Being called as a “dog” 
would have put off the mind of a weak and frail person. 

  
Jesus publicly identified with the children, the people of Israel, rather than 

with the house dogs, the pagans. Yet, the woman’s faith in Jesus was not 
deflected by this provocative image of Jesus. She expressed a willingness to 

eat any crumbs that fell from Jesus’ table, like the house dogs who benefit 
from children’s often untidy eating habits. 

  
She decides to close her eyes to all humiliations and yet stands strong with 

boldface. She decides to overlook all setbacks and defy the odds with her 
deep convictions and trust. As a result, the Lord rewards her immensely and 



her daughter was delivered of the demon! Jesus could not but respond to 
such persistent and unexpected faith. 

  
The woman in the gospel reading is an inspirational character. She inspires 

us to be faithful to Jesus, even when our faith in him is put to the test, even 
when he seems silent and remote before our heartfelt prayer.  

 
Secondly, there is a story in the Jewish Scriptures of Jacob wrestling with 

God. the pagan woman could be understood as wrestling with Jesus, at least 
verbally. Sometimes we might find ourselves wrestling with the Lord. We 

don’t take at face value what the Lord appears to be saying to us; we come 
back at him, as it were. This morning’s gospel reading suggests that such a 

way of relating to the Lord is not lacking in reverence. The Lord relates to us 
out of the fullness of his heart and he wants us to relate to him out of the 

fullness of our hearts, without censoring what is to be found there. 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, Your love and mercy know no bounds. My faith can be put to the 

test when You do not appear to hear my prayer. Increase my faith in your 
saving help and deliver me from all evil and harm. May I trust you always 

and never doubt your loving care and mercy.  
 

Jesus, I Trust In You 
 

 

 


