
          
 

1.Need the help of Jesus to listen and speak: 
 

There is a lovely prayer of blessing over the ears and mouth of the child 

during the liturgy of baptism. It is prayed shortly after the pouring of water 
on the child's head, 'The Lord made the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak. 

May he soon touch your ears to receive his word, and your mouth to 
proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father'. The Lord did 

indeed make the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak. In today's gospel 
reading, he made someone who was both deaf and dumb to hear and to 

speak. The prayer over the child at baptism reminds us that we all need the 
Lord's help to hear and to speak, even if, unlike the man in the gospel 

reading, we are blessed with the gift of hearing and speech. We need the 
Lord's help to truly listen to his word to and courageously proclaim our faith 

in him. 
  

2. The better at listening leads better at speaking: 
 

We can sometimes take our senses for granted, the fact that we can see, 

hear and speak. A friend of mine suddenly lost his sense of hearing some 
years ago and the impact of that loss on him at the time was enormous. It is 

only when we lose one of our senses or someone close to us loses one of 
their senses that we begin to realize how precious those gifts are. Because 

they are such wonderful gifts we need to keep asking ourselves, 'How am I 
using these gifts of hearing, sight, speech?' In the gospel reading this 

morning a deaf man is brought to Jesus with an impediment in his speech. 
There can be a link between the two; the inability to hear can affect how 

people speak. Jesus first opened the man's ears, and then he could speak 
clearly. For us who have the gifts of both hearing and speech, it is 

nevertheless true to say that the quality of our speaking is in some way 
related to the quality of our hearing. 

 
The better we are at listening, the better we may be at speaking. We need 

to listen to each other if we are to speak well to each other. More 

fundamentally, we need to listen to the word of the Lord if we are to speak 
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the word of the Lord. It is only in listening to Jesus that he can speak 
through us. Jesus’ doing all things well was rooted in his attentive listening 

to His Father and to others, his attentiveness to all of life. 
 

3. Jesus lowers Himself even to the extent of dirtying His 
hands to purify and refine us 

 
Jesus put His fingers into his ears, and He spat and touched His tongue, and 

looking up to heaven, He sighed…" (Mk 7: 33). Here is a highly "unclean and 
unhygienic" style of healing. Putting fingers into the ears, Spitting onto the 

hands or the finger and Touching the tongue. 
But let’s be prepared to face this grand reality. This is our God. This is our 

Savior, Lord!  In Jesus, we celebrate a God who is willing to heal even our 
most painful wounds and cleanse our most sinful sores. In Jesus, we cherish 

a God who lowers Himself even to the extent of dirtying His hands to purify 

and refine us! 
 

Am I willing and ready to allow this Daring God, who would go to any extent 
to win us back to Him, bring wholesome healing in us and touch our hidden 

wounds, our shameful sores, and our filthy sinful lives? 
 

This is also a challenge and a call, to us Christians, to imitate our Blessed 
Lord in lowering ourselves to reach out to the needy and the wanting, touch 

the hearts of the unclean and the corrupt. God remains faithful to us in 
every situation of life. 

 
February 14 is popularly celebrated as Valentine's Day. Jesus, the True Lover 

illustrates the real meaning of love by offering His Life in a deep love for us 
and nailing all our sins on the Cross and sharing our situations and 

remaining with us in the least and lost moments of life. 

 
Jesus, our True Lover invites us to “fall in love with Him” and to “live for 

Him!” Yes, the Lord holds our hands and in deep love and affection asks us: 
“Will you be My valentine forever?” Let’s not blush, let’s not be shy instead 

in deep faith and true commitment, pledge forever, our love to the Lover of 
all hearts! 

 
Let us pray:   

 
Lord Jesus, open my ears to listen to Your word and become Your witness in 

word and deed. Let me be Your valentine in deep faith and true 
commitment, pledge forever, my love to You, the lover of all hearts. 

 
Jesus, I Trust in You. 


