
   
 

February 24, 2020 – Monday of 7th Weekday of Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
 

True faith requires the peeling away of the “layers of doubts” 

 
Self – Seeking Ambition and Ambitious for God’s Wisdom: 

 
In today's first reading, James refers to the negative consequences for 

others of a purely self-seeking ambition. He declares that such an ambition 
leads to 'disharmony and wicked things of every kind'. Not all ambition is 

self-seeking; there is good ambition too. The saints were people who were 
ambitious to do God's will at all times by opening themselves to the 

workings of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the risen Lord, in their lives. In that 
first reading, James suggests that we are to be ambitious for the wisdom 

that comes down from above, the wisdom of God. He says that such wisdom 
makes for peace and is kindly and considerate, full of compassion, showing 

itself by doing good. The issue is not ambition in itself, but what we are 
ambitious for. The Lord's Prayer could be understood as Jesus' teaching on 

what we are to be ambitious for. We are to seek after the coming of God's 

kingdom, the doing of God's will, what we need for each day, daily bread, 
forgiveness for our sins, strength when our faith is tempted or put to the 

test. 
 

Ambition for deepening our Faith: 
 

In the gospel reading, we find another kind of worthy ambition. A father is 
ambitious for the welfare of his seriously disturbed son, which brings him to 

Jesus and his disciples. When Jesus says to him, ‘Everything is possible for 
anyone who has faith’, he displays a further ambition, ‘I do have faith. Help 

the little faith I have’. He is ambitious for the deepening of his faith.  
 

Many people down the centuries have found it very easy to identify with the 
prayer of the man in this morning’s gospel reading, ‘I do have faith. Help the 
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little faith I have’. His coming to Jesus was itself a sign of faith, but he knew 
that his faith was weak. There was unbelief mixed it with his belief. Perhaps, 

that is where many of us can find ourselves from time to time. Our faith can 
take a knock especially when some great trial or tribulation comes our way. 

We can find it difficult to reconcile our faith in the Lord with the experience 
of the cross in our lives. Our faith can be put to the test when we struggle 

with the darker side of life. Jesus’ own faith was put to the test as he faced 
into his passion and as he hung from the cross. He faced the test by praying. 

He prayed out of the testing experience, out of the depths.  
 

Ambition for deepening our communion with God – Prayer 
 

At the end of the gospel reading, Jesus suggests a further worthy ambition 
for his disciples. When they ask why they were not able to heal the boy, 

Jesus says to them, 'This is the kind that can only be driven out by prayer', 

suggesting that they need to have the ambition to be more prayerful. The 
disciples were trying to heal this boy from out of their own power, whereas it 

was only God's power that could heal him, and if they were to be channels of 
God's power they needed to pray more. They needed to be in deeper 

communion with God if God was to work through them in a life-giving way. 
Today's readings might prompt us to pray that our ambition for ourselves 

and for others would confirm to the Lord's ambition for us all. 
 

In his reply to his disciples' question, Jesus is pointing to the power of prayer 
and to the necessity of prayer if certain kinds of difficulties are to be 

resolved. There are some situations in life, which are so much bigger than 
us, that it is the only prayer that will get us through them. Perhaps we know 

that from our own experience. When we are really up against it, we can 
discover that it is the prayer that keeps us going when all else fails. It is the 

Lord who keeps us going, and our connection with him through prayer, when 

every other resource appears inadequate. 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, help my unbelief! Increase my faith and trust in your saving 
power. Give me confidence and perseverance, especially in prayer. And help 

me to bring your healing love and truth to those I meet. 

Jesus, I Trust In You 

 


