
March 5, 2020 – Thursday 1st Week of Lent 
 

  
 

Offering ourselves totally to the One Who cares, protects and 

provides for us 

 

Prayer of Queen Esther - dependent on the Lord alone 
 

The prayer of Queen Esther in today’s first reading is a very powerful prayer 
of someone in mortal peril, especially the final petition of her prayer, ‘come 

to my help, for I am alone and have no one but you, Lord’. She is a 
powerful woman, a queen, but at this desperate moment in her life, 

she recognizes that she is completely powerless and totally 
dependent on the Lord alone for help. There can come a time in all of 

our lives when we recognize that if the Lord does not help me no one will. 

These are moments when our total dependence on the Lord for our personal 
survival is crystal clear to us. We come before the Lord in our poverty, our 

vulnerability, and in desperation, we cry for his help. This is the kind of 
prayer out of the depths of mortal peril that the Lord never fails to answer. 

Sometimes we have to be in dire straits, like Queen Esther, to realize how 
much we need the Lord. It is often moments of greatest weakness that open 

us up most fully to the Lord’s ‘faithfulness and love’, in the language of 
today’s responsorial psalm. 

 
Jesus’ petitions to His Father – Calling us to do the same 

 
When Jesus calls on his disciples in this morning's gospel reading to keep on 

asking from God, to keep on searching for God and to keep on knocking on 
God's door, he was speaking from his own experience. The gospels portray 

Jesus as doing what he encourages his disciples to do. He petitions God for 

himself and for others. In the Garden of Gethsemane, he petitioned God to 
take this cup of suffering from him. At the last supper, he told Peter that he 

has been praying for him, petitioning God that Peter's faith may not fail. On 
the cross he prayed for those who were crucifying them, petitioning God to 
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forgive them. Very often, as in the case of Jesus, our own prayer of 
petition, our own asking, knocking and seeking of God, comes out of 

some experience of great distress. Even if our prayer of petition is not 
answered in the way we had hoped at the time, nonetheless, like Jesus in 

the Garden, our lives will be touched by God’s presence and we will be the 
stronger for our prayer. 

 
St. Paul and his experience - prayers of petition 

 
Many of us will have had the experience of our prayers of the petition not 

being answered. Saint Paul had that experience too. He suffered from what 
he called a ‘thorn in the flesh’ and three times, he said, he appealed 

to the Lord to be rid of it, but his prayer was not heard. He was left 
with his thorn in the flesh. Yet, the Lord did respond to his prayer, even 

though not in the way Paul was looking for. The Lord said to Paul in response 

to his prayer, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness’.  

Paul’s experience teaches us to trust that our prayer of petition is never 
wasted; the Lord will respond to us, even if not in the way we wanted or 

hoped for. We have to keep on asking, searching, knocking, trusting that in 
doing so we are giving the Lord space to work in our lives. 

 

Life Messages: 

1. The Lord is clear in proclaiming that the God our Father would very 
surely bestow “good” things on His children. “Good” not from our 

perspective, but from the way God looks at it. “Good” not from the 

way we understand, but from the manner God sees it. 

2. It is God’s pure love and unfathomable wisdom which sometimes 
causes denials in our prayers, delays in what we ask for and 

differences in our demands and wants. What seems proper for us, in 

God’s amazing understanding, might not be proper. What seems good 
for us, in God’s immeasurable wisdom, might not be good. What 

seems just for us, in God’s glorious insight, might not be just! 

3. Trust in God more and more because we can only see a little bit down 

the road, but God can see every curve!  because we can only see the 
struggling caterpillar, but God can see the beautiful butterfly!  because 

we can only see the dark dismal clouds, but God can see the bright 
sunrays waiting to shine forth! 

 
Let us pray: 



 
Lord Jesus, let me grow in my trust and always keep in mind: “I should 

never imagine that I am beyond the reach of God”. Lord, I do pray that Your 
will be done in all things.  Help me, dear Lord, to abandon my own ideas and 

desires, and to seek Your will always.   
 

Jesus, I trust in You. 
 


