
Feast of Saint Patrick, Bishop, Missionary 

Matthew 13:24-32 

   
 

Let them both grow till the harvest 
 

We venerate Patrick on his feast day because he spent himself in 
proclaiming the gospel in Ireland, bringing Christ to huge numbers of people. 

He says of himself in his Confessions, 'The love of Christ gave me to these 

people to serve them humbly and sincerely for my entire lifetime'. In 
amazement at what God had done through him, he asks, 'How then does it 

happen in Ireland that a people who in their ignorance of God always 
worshipped only idols and unclean things up to now have lately become a 

people of the Lord and are called children of God?' He was amazed at how 
much God had done through him, all the more so because he was very 

aware of his failings and weaknesses. 
 

Patrick knew that he was a mixture of wheat and weed, like the field in the 
parable of today's gospel reading. In that parable, the owner of the field 

does not despise the field because darnel was to be found among the wheat. 
He was happy to allow both to grow together knowing that they would be 

separated at harvest time. When the Lord looks upon us, he looks beyond 
our failings to the good that is within us. Patrick did not allow his awareness 

of his imperfections to hold him back from doing what he knew God was 

calling him to do. There is a lesson there for us all, especially in these days 
when we have become more aware of the church's imperfections and 

failings. 
 

On his feast day, we give thanks for Patrick's response to God's call to 
preach the gospel in the land of his former captivity. He was brought here as 

a slave at the age of 16, having been cruelly separated from his family and 
his homeland. 

  



It was only in his captivity that Christ became real for him. He tells us: 

‘When I came to Ireland… I used to pray many times during the day… My 
faith increased… the spirit was burning within me’.  

 
Patrick was a great missionary, but he also struggled with the darker 

experiences of life. Yet, he knew the Lord’s presence in his darkness of spirit 
as much as in the success of his mission.  

 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord Jesus, Let me be alert to the signs of Your presence in difficult times as 

well as in good times, in those times when I am more aware of the darnel in 
my life than of the wheat. 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 


