
March 23, 2020 – Monday, 4th Week of Lent 

 

   
 

Leaping over the walls of discouragement and crisis, and in faith 
and hope, experiencing the thrilling Love of the Lord  

(Is 65:17-21 and Jn 4:43-54) 

 
1. Jesus – Ultimate Hope and Healer – Brings New Life and New 

Beginnings in National and Global Crisis 
 

In today’s first reading, the prophet Isaiah is preaching to a people who 
have been recently traumatized by the experience of exile. They had 

returned home to a land and a city that was in ruins. At such a moment, the 
prophet speaks a message of hope from the Lord, 

 
‘I create new heavens and a new earth, and the past will not be 

remembered… I now create Jerusalem “Joy” and her people 

“Gladness”’.  
 

The creator God is creating something new and wonderful out of the ruins of 
exile and loss. This was a message of hope that the people needed to hear if 

they were to begin the work of rebuilding what had been destroyed. We 
need messengers of hope when times are bleak, as at this present 

time of national and global crisis. As people of faith, we are always 
people of hope, because we believe in a God who can bring new life out of 

death and create new beginnings from losses and endings. It was above all 
in and through Jesus that God revealed himself to be the Life-Giver.  

 
1. Rejection experienced by Jesus 

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus is in the land of Galilee away from his 
hometown. (Jn 4:43). His own people in the hometown have rejected Him. 

The known persons of His native place have failed to give heed to His mighty 

deeds. And so He arrives, yet again, at a Gentile place where they welcome 
Him wholeheartedly. How true is this of many a human situation. Those 
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familiar to oneself, fail to understand…but those outside, are able to give 

better respect. Those known to a person, fail to see the value of the 
person…but those who are unknown, recognize the specialty of the person. 

Familiarity, very often, breeds contempt! 

2. Hope in the Grace and Mercy of the Lord – Midst of Global Crisis 

In this gentile land, a royal official whose son was ill – nearing death -
approached Jesus, seeking for healing. Coming to Jesus, he asks, "Sir, come 

down before my child dies" (Jn 4: 49). The request of this official would 
perhaps, remind some of us of another person, who came with a similar 

problem. The centurion – in Mt 8: 5-13 – whose servant was at home, 
paralyzed. This centurion had shown tremendous faith and was even greatly 

praised by Jesus. But the royal official, in today’s Gospel, had a mixed bag of 
faith. He had faith in Jesus, which made him to come a long distance to 

meet Jesus. His faith was, however, prompted mainly only because of a 
need for healing. 

Often our faith resembles this royal official “turning to the Lord only in times 

of afflictions and troubles, having our own doubts on whether the Lord can 
really work miracle in the way I want” 

But we must also remember that hard and difficult situations are willed by 
God, to allow for miracles and healings, which ought to become the 

springboard for a deeper and committed life of faith. The Lord has His own 
ways and means of working powerfully in our lives, and we need to have the 

openness and humility to receive them in His way and in His time! 

When the Lord gives His word, ” You may go; your son will live” (Jn 

4:50), this royal official, with a mixed bag of faith makes a tremendous “leap 
and jump” in faith. The Gospel says, “the man believed what Jesus said to 

him and left” (Jn 4: 50b). 

We too are called to do the same. Not be afraid, where we will be landing, 

but trusting in the goodness of the Lord, we make a "leap" of faith. Barriers 
of immense difficulties and crises often surround us. Walls of tremendous 

hardships and pains often block our lives.  

But, the Lord has empowered us with graces to jump and leap over them 
all. It’s His grace that strengthens us. It’s His mercy that empowers us. 



It is this Grace and Mercy of the Lord that gives us the hope that the 

Lord is working in our lives even in the midst of crisis and problems, 
including the present one that the entire world is encountering. 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord Jesus, your love never fails, and your mercy is unceasing. Give me the 
courage to surrender my stubborn pride, fear, and doubts to your surpassing 

love, wisdom, and knowledge. Make me strong in faith, persevering in hope, 
and constant in love. 

 
Jesus, I Trust In You 

 
 

 


